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Godly  counsel  for  the  New  Year 


Seize  the  day 

IN  A  SPLENDID  BOOK  entitled 
Celebrate  the  Temporary  (Harper 
and  Row,  1972)  the  author,  Clyde 
H.  Reid,  speaks  about  the  peril  of 
living  either  in  the  past  or  in  the 
future  and  thereby  totally  missing 
the  present.  He  encourages  us  to 
seize  the  potential  of  each  present 
moment  and  of  each  contemporary 
experience  in  order  to  live  life  to 
the  fullest  and  make  a  significant 
contribution  with  our  lives. 

The  ancient  Hindu  poet  Kalidasa 
expressed  the  same  idea  in  his  poem, 
"Salutation  to  the  Dawn." 
Look  to  this  day! 
For  it  is  life,  the  very  life  of  life. 


In  its  brief  course 

Lie  all  the  verities  and  realities  of  your 
existence; 

The  bliss  of  growth 

The  glory  of  action 

The  splendor  of  achievement 
For  yesterday  is  but  a  dream 
And  tomorrow  is  only  a  vision, 
But  today  well  lived  makes  every 
yesterday  a  dream  of  happiness 
And  every  tomorrow  a  vision  of  hope. 
Look  well,  therefore,  to  this  day! 
Such  is  the  salutation  to  the  dawn. 

Jesus  recognized  and  responded 
to  the  urgency  of  the  present.  He 
avoided  the  peril  of  living  in  yester- 
day or  tomorrow.  He  concentrated 
upon  the  present.  We  hear  Him 


Resolved! 

IT  IS  JANUARY,  and  time  for  all 
those  New  Year's  resolutions  that 
most  of  us  will  fail  to  keep.  The 
more  common  ones  include  resolu- 
tions about  dieting,  financial  stew- 
ardship, the  elimination  of  old 
habits,  and  the  cultivation  of  new 
disciplines.  Within  Christian  cir- 
cles you  hear  more  about  reading 
through  the  Bible  in  one  year,  nur- 
turing one's  devotional  life,  or  de- 
veloping Christian  virtues. 

I  don't  want  to  put  a  damper  on 
any  well-intentioned  New  Year's 
resolutions.  I  only  ask  that  we  keep 
proper  perspective  and  focus  re- 
garding our  starting-point  as  be- 
lievers. When  thinking  about  the 
New  Year,  remember  these  impor- 
tant truths:  Christ  is  our  focus,  not 
culture;  the  Bible  is  our  guide,  not 
tradition;  and  each  day,  not  just 
January  1,  is  a  new  beginning. 


From  the  moment  you  surren- 
dered your  life  to  Christ,  you  were 
called  to  daily  renewal.  Your  life  is 
to  be  a  walk  of  faith  that  is  encour- 
aged by  God's  love,  empowered  by 
His  Spirit,  set  free  through  re- 
demption and  forgiveness,  and  edi- 
fied by  Scripture. 

You  are  not  to  be  a  spiritual 
couch-potato  in  your  relationship 
with  God.  On  the  contrary,  you  are 
to  engage  your  faith  with  anticipa- 
tion, vigor,  and  trust,  believing 
that  God  will  work  His  grace  in  and 
through  you. 

Whatever  resolutions  you  make 
this  year,  remember:  Christ  is  the 
true  Source  of  life  and  renewal. 

—  Kenneth  Sullivan 

Rev.  Sullivan  is  senior  pastor  of  the 
Milledgeville,  III.,  Brethren  Church. 
These  thoughts  are  from  his  pastor's 
message  in  the  January  1996  news- 
letter of  the  Milledgeville  Church. 
Used  with  permission. 


say,  "We  must  work  the  works  of 
him  who  sent  me,  while  it  is  day; 
night  comes,  when  no  one  can 
work"  (John  9:4,  rsv). 

If  you  have  a  decision  to  make 
with  regard  to  letting  Jesus  Christ 
become  your  Lord  and  Savior,  do  it 
now.  If  you  have  a  decision  concern- 
ing the  full  consecration  of  your  life 
to  the  service  of  God,  do  it  now. 
FYocrastination  is  not  only  the  thief 
of  time,  it  is  the  thief  of  souls.  The 
road  of  "by  and  by"  leads  to  the  city 
of  never.  Do  it  now.  Now  is  the  ac- 
ceptable time.  Decide  to  use  each 
day  for  Him. 

—  Marlin  McCann 

Rev.  McCann  is  senior  pastor  of  the 
First  Brethren  Church  of  North  Man- 
chester, Ind.  These  thoughts  are  from 
his  pastor's  message  in  the  January 
1996  newsletter  of  the  North  Manches- 
ter Church.  Used  with  permission. 


Resolutions  we  need 

AS  WE  BEGIN  another  year, 
many  of  us  have  made  New 
Year's  resolutions.  Some  have 
resolved  to  give  up  a  bad  habit; 
others  to  lose  weight.  Still  others 
have  made    (continued  on  next  page) 
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(continued  from  page  1) 
resolutions  to  do  or  not  to  do  some- 
thing in  this  New  Year. 

As  Christ's  church,  what  are  some 
resolutions  we  need  to  make  for 
the  year  ahead?  I  have  made  a  list 
that  I  believe  will  help  us  both 
individually  and  as  a  church. 

1 .  Let  us  resolve  to  become  more 
like  Christ.  Ephesians  5:1-2  says, 
"Be  imitators  of  God,  therefore,  as 
dearly  loved  children  and  live  a 
life  of  love,  just  as  Christ  loved  us 
and  gave  himself  up  for  us  as  a 
fragrant  offering  and  sacrifice  to 
God"  (Niv).  In  order  for  us  to  be- 
come more  like  our  Lord,  we  have 
to  spend  more  time  with  Him.  If 
we  want  to  see  the  mighty  power 
of  God  at  work,  we  must  seek  Him 
daily.  Let  us  resolve  to  spend 
more  time  with  our  Lord. 

2.  Let  us  resolve  to  become  bet- 
ter witnesses  for  Him.  The  mis- 
sion of  the  church  is  to  evangelize 
the  world.  We  have  fallen  short  of 
what  God  has  called  us  to  do.  Sec- 
ond Timothy  1:7  tells  us,  "For  God 
did  not  give  us  a  spirit  of  timidity, 
but  a  spirit  of  power,  of  love  and 
of  self-discipline"  (NIV).  How  many 


Attitude 

This  may  shock  you,  but  I  be- 
lieve the  single  most  significant 
decision  I  can  make  on  a  day-to- 
day basis  is  my  choice  of  attitude. 
It  is  more  important  than  my 
past,  my  education,  my  bankroll, 
my  successes  or  failures,  fame  or 
pain,  what  other  people  think 
about  me  or  say  about  me,  my 
circumstances,  or  my  position.  At- 
titude is  the  "single  string"  that 
keeps  me  going  or  cripples  my 
progress.  It  alone  fuels  my  fire  or 
assaults  my  hope.  When  my  atti- 
tudes are  right,  there's  no  barrier 
too  high,  no  valley  too  deep,  no 
dream  too  extreme,  no  challenge 
too  great  for  me. 

—  Charles  Swindoll 

From  Attitudes:  The  Power  of 
a  Positive  Outlook  (Zondervan 
Publishing  House,  1995).  Used 
with  permission. 


times  have  we  passed  up  an  op- 
portunity to  present  Christ  to 
someone?  Let  us  become  better 
witnesses  by  being  more  aware  of 
the  opportunities  God  gives  us  to 
share  Christ. 


3.  Let  us  resolve  to  become  more 
loving.  Christ  said,  "A  new  com- 
mandment I  give  you:  Love  one 
another.  As  I  have  loved  you,  so 
you  must  love  one  another.  All  men 
will  know  that  you  are  my  disci- 
ples, if  you  love  one  another"  (John 
13:34-35,  Niv).  We  must  put  all 
our  problems  behind  us  if  we  want 
to  see  our  church  grow.  A  house 
divided  against  itself  cannot  stand. 

4.  Let  us  resolve  to  become  bet- 
ter servants.  We  all  want  the 
same  thing,  only  sometimes  we  let 
our  own  desires  get  in  the  way  of 
God's  greater  plan.  This  year  let 
us  resolve  as  a  church  to  become 
better  servants  of  Christ.  Let  us 
seek  more  unity  in  purpose  and 
direction. 

May  the  glory  of  God  shine 
upon  each  of  us  this  New  Year 
and  may  we  see  His  power  at 
work  among  us. 

—  James  Kirkendall 

Rev.  Kirkendall  is  pastor  of  the 
Brush  Valley  Brethren  Church  near 
Adrian,  Pa.  These  thoughts  are  from 
his  pastor's  message  in  the  January 
1996  newsletter  of  the  Brush  Valley 
Church.  Used  with  permission. 


You're  Hurting  Me! 

By  G.  Emery  Hurd 

If  one  part  of  the  body  suffers,  all  the 
other  parts  suffer  with  it;  if  one  part  is 
praised,  all  the  other  parts  share  its 
happiness.  All  of  you  are  Christ's  body, 
and  each  one  is  a  part  of  it. 

1  Corinthians  12:26-27  (tev) 

ARE  YOU  USING  your  talents 
and  gifts  in  the  church?  Do 
you  hold  an  office?  Teach  a  class? 
Serve  as  an  usher  or  greeter?  Or 
do  you  perhaps  help  with  Children's 
Church?  Lead  worship?  Share  in  the 
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music  ministry?  Work  in  the  nurs- 
ery? Help  maintain  the  building? 
Work  in  the  office?  Help  with  the 
newsletter?  Serve  on  a  church 
board  or  committee?  Minister  to 
our  youth?  Are  you  using  your  tal- 
ents and  gifts  in  the  church? 

If  you  said  "No"  to  all  the  ques- 
tions above,  I'm  hurt.  Of  course,  I'm 
not  the  only  one  who  is  hurt.  That 
family  you  sit  next  to  in  worship: 
they're  hurt.  That  neighbor  who 
doesn't  go  to  any  church:  she's  hurt. 
The  Son  of  God  who  died  on  a  cross 
to  save  us  from  our  sin:  He's  hurt. 


"My  non-involvement  hurts  all 
these  people!"  you  respond.  Yes,  it 
does.  In  First  Corinthians  12  Paul 
makes  two  things  very  clear.  He  says 
first  that  every  person  has  a  gift  or 
talent;  every  person  has  something 
valuable  to  contribute.  Everyonel 
You,  me,  that  young  kid,  that  eld- 
erly widow,  everyone.  We  all  have 
gifts  and  abilities  that  make  us 
unique  and  special.  We  are  all  valu- 
able and  needed  if  the  Kingdom  of 
God  is  to  grow;  if  our  local  church  is 
to  perform  the  ministry  to  which  it 
is  called,     (continued,  bottom  of  next  page) 
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SNAPSHOTS 

By 

Michelle  Rhude 


This  is  the  first  article  in  a  new 
monthly  column  by  Michelle  Rhude 
that  will  draw  lessons  about  our  re- 
lationship with  God  from  "snapshots 
of  life. " 

I  AM  a  confirmed  dog-lover.  In 
fact,  I  find  almost  all  animals 
appealing,  even  cats.  But  I  really 
love  dogs.  One  of  my  dogs,  Mur- 
phy, is  a  very  energetic  Labrador 
retriever. 

Last  spring,  Murphy  began  to 
limp.  Over  the  next  several  months 
she  favored  her  leg  periodically, 
but  she  always  seemed  to  recover. 
Later  in  the  summer,  the  veteri- 
narian examined  the  leg  while  it 
was  bothering  her  and  decided  the 
problem  was  probably  a  partially 
torn  ligament  in  her  knee,  an  in- 
jury requiring  major  surgery. 

While  waiting  for  confirmation 
of  this  diagnosis,  Murphy  was  to 
become  a  couch-potato.  No  run- 
ning, no  jumping,  no  swimming, 
no  fun. 

It  would  be  an  understatement 
to  say  that  it  is  difficult  to  keep  an 
active  dog  from  being  active.  After 
a  few  weeks  of  forced  inactivity, 
Murphy  became  a  bit  frustrated. 
She  was  inclined  to  be  less  active 
than  usual  because  her  leg  hurt, 
but  enough  was  enough.  She 
wanted  to  play. 

As  I  sat  at  the  kitchen  table  one 
evening,  she  began  a  relentless 
campaign  to  engage  me  in  a  game 
of  fetch.  Every  few  minutes  she 
would  appear  at  my  side  with  her 


wet,  slimy,  very  unappealing  rope 
toy  and  drop  it  in  my  lap,  staring 
up  at  me  expectantly.  I  knew  it 
would  be  a  bad  idea  for  her  to 
play,  so  I  steadfastly  refused  to 
throw  the  rope. 

After  what  seemed  like  hours, 
she  finally  gave  up.  She  could  not 
comprehend  why,  suddenly,  no 
one  would  play  with  her.  I  wanted 
to  tell  her  to  trust  me;  that  I  knew 
best.  This  was  for  her  own  bene- 
fit. I  was  not  being  mean.  Playing 
rope  would  be  harm- 
ful for  her,  even  if  it 
seemed  like  fun.  But 
even  if  I  explained, 
she  would  not  be  able 
to  understand. 

Like  Murphy,  we 
have  someone  watch- 
ing over  us,  caring 
for  our  spiritual 
health.  We  have  an 
all-knowing  Father 
in  heaven  who  wants 
only  the  best  for  us. 
When  we  don't  un- 
derstand the  situ- 
ations we're  in,  when 
we  insist  to  Him  that 
we  know  exactly 
what  we  want,  I 
imagine  He  longs 
to  say  to  us,  'Trust 
me,  I  know  best.  This 
is  for  your  own  bene- 
fit; I'm  not  being 
cruel.  What  you 
want  will  be  harmful 


for  you,  even  if  it  seems  like  a 
good  thing."  But  unlike  Murphy, 
we  have  the  capacity  to  receive 
the  message. 

Our  Heavenly  Father  describes 
his  character  throughout  Scrip- 
ture, and  He  assures  us  of  His 
good  will  toward  us  in  Jeremiah 
29:11 —  "  'For  I  know  the  plans  I 
have  for  you,'  declares  the  Lord, 
'plans  to  prosper  you  and  not  to 
harm  you,  plans  to  give  you  hope 
and  a  future.'  "  Knowing  His 
character  and  this  promise,  will 
you  accept  His  explanation  for  a 
difficult  situation  in  your  life? 

As  I  understood  and  sympa- 
thized with  Murphy's  desire,  so 
God  understands  our  struggles 
and  frustrations.  But  He  knows 
best.  Do  you  believe  that?  Will  you 
trust  Him?  [if] 


Michelle  Rhude  with  Murphy  (r.)  and  Copper. 
Mrs.  Rhude  is  a  member  of  the  Jefferson  Brethren 
Church  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  where  she  serves  on  the 
Administrative  Board  and  chairs  the  Prayer  Minis- 
try and  the  Ministry  of  Missions  and  Outreach.  She 
lives  in  Goshen  with  her  husband,  Michael,  her  two 
teenage  step-sons,  and  her  dogs.  She  is  employed  as 
a  Project  Engineer. 


Your  Hurting  Me! 

(continued  from  page  2) 
Second,  Paul  says  that  these  tal- 
ents are  to  be  used  to  further  the 
Kingdom  of  God  within  the  body. 
We  are  part  of  a  particular  church 
not  because  of  what  we  can  receive, 
but  because  we  have  a  gift  or  ability 
that  the  church  needs  in  order  to  be 
effective.  You  matter.  Your  talents 
matter.  The  church  can't  reach  that 

January  1997 


neighbor,  help  that  family  in  the 
pew,  or  fulfill  Christ's  call  to  make 
disciples  without  you. 

We  tithe  our  money.  Shouldn't 
we  tithe  our  time,  too?  God  gives  us 
168  hours  every  week.  Can  we  give 
Him  16.8?  Add  up  the  amount  of 
time  you  spend  each  week  in 
prayer,  Bible  study,  worship,  and 
service  to  God  and  the  church.  How 
many  hours  a  week  do  you  give 


Him?  Our  time  is  a  valuable  re- 
source that  the  church  needs,  just 
as  valuable  as  our  money  or  our 
other  donations.  When  you're  asked 
to  serve,  think  about  your  time  .  .  . 
and  who  you  are  hurting.  [ft] 

Rev.  Hurd  is  pastor  of  the  Cheyenne, 
Wyo.,  Brethren  Church.  These  thoughts 
are  from  his  pastor's  message  in  the 
November  1996  newsletter  of  the  Chey- 
enne Church.  Used  with  permission. 


Our  Brethren  in  Colombia 

By  Reilly  Smith 


FROM  December  11-16  Juan 
Carlos  Miranda  and  I  were  in 
Colombia,  South  America,  for  an  ad- 
ministrative visit.  We  were  there 
to  evaluate  the  condition  of  The 
Brethren  Church  in  that  country  and 
to  determine  the  readiness  of  the 
Brethren  to  receive  missionaries 
Marcelo  and  Adriana  Ferreri  from 
Argentina.  We  met  with  the  na- 
tional board  and  with  the  board  of 
each  local  Brethren  church.  In  ad- 
dition, I  spoke  at  services  in  each 
of  the  churches,  with  Dr.  Miranda 
serving  as  my  interpreter. 

There  are  three  Brethren  congre- 
gations in  Colombia.  The  Villa  del 
Rio  Church  is  located  in  Bogota.  It 
is  led  by  Pastor  Fabio  Rodriguez.  It 
meets  in  a  very  nice  facility  in  an 
excellent  location.  Unfortunately,  a 
former  pastor  left  a  very  poor  testi- 
mony for  the  church.  The  church 
members  are  working  very  hard  to 
overcome  this  negative  testimony 
and  the  congregation  is  growing. 

During  our  visit  to  the  Villa  del 
Rio  Church  on  Thursday,  Decem- 
ber 12,  Dr.  Miranda  and  I  installed 
Pastor  Rodriguez  as  a  licensed  min- 
ister. The  council  of  elders  had  ex- 
amined and  approved  Pastor  Rodri- 
guez during  my  visit  in  June  1995, 
but  they  had  never  licensed  him.  It 
was  a  touching  service. 


A  second  Brethren  church,  the  Fer- 
rara  congregation,  is  located  in 
Medelli'n.  It  meets  in  a  facility  lo- 
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Fabio  Rodriguez,  pastor  of  the  Villa  del  Rio  congre- 
gation, and  his  wife,  Claudia,  pause  for  a  picture  with 
Dr.  Juan  Miranda  (I.)  and  Rev.  Reilly  Smith  (r.)  fol- 
lowing the  service  in  which  Pastor  Rodriguez  was  in- 
stalled as  a  licensed  pastor. 


cated  near  a  hilltop  in  this  beauti- 
ful city.  The  facility  is  nice,  but  it  is 
situated  at  the  point  on  the  hillside 
where  vehicles  must  downshift  in 
order  to  make  it  to  the  top.  As  a 
result,  church  attenders  have  diffi- 
culty hearing  the  service  because  of 
the  noise,  and  sometimes  they  can- 
not hear  it  at  all. 

The  members  of  this  congregation 
want  to  remodel  the  building  to 
help  deaden  the  noise.  They  also 
hope  to  add  second  and  third  floors 
to  the  building  to 
house  classrooms  and 
a  parsonage.  Marcelo 
and  Adriana  will  serve 
this  congregation 
when  they  arrive  in 
Colombia. 

The  Ferrara  Breth- 
ren are  young  and  full 
of  potential.  They  are 
enthusiastic,  but  need 
to  be  discipled.  I  be- 
lieve that  many  of  the 
future  Brethren  pas- 
tors and  church  lead- 
ers in  Colombia  will 
come  from  this  congre- 
gation. 

The  third  Brethren 
church,  the  Campo 
Valdes  congregation, 


is  also  located  in  Medelli'n — about 
45  minutes  by  taxi  from  Ferrara. 
This  is  the  largest  of  the  three  con- 
gregations. It  hosts  a  Compassion 
International  center  through  which 
it  ministers  to  nearly  150  children 
every  week  with  food,  recreation, 
education,  and  the  gospel. 

Pastor  Dario  Tobon  leads  the  con- 
gregation. He  was  reassigned  to  this 
church  (from  Ferrara)  by  the  na- 
tional board  in  May.  He  is  working 
to  heal  a  rift  between  members  with 
opposing  doctrinal  views.  The  congre- 
gation has  much  potential  but  faces 
a  difficult  road  because  of  this  rift. 

During  our  visit  to  Camp  Valdes, 
I  admonished  its  leaders  to  concen- 
trate on  three  Brethren  essentials 
— maintaining  a  living  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ,  living  out  their 
faith  by  obeying  the  scriptures,  and 
following  the  practices  of  the  early 
church — rather  than  quibbling  over 
theological  issues.  The  troublesome 
issues  will  become  immaterial  if  the 
Brethren  work  at  these  essentials. 

During  our  meeting  with  the  na- 
tional board,  I  carefully  outlined 
the  role  of  Marcelo  and  Adriana. 
They  will  serve  the  Ferrara  congre- 
gation temporarily,  perhaps  for  two 
or  three  years.  They  will  imple- 
ment strong  discipleship  and  lead- 
ership development  processes  at 
Ferrara  and  Campo  Valdes.  They 
will  also  help  Pastor  Rodriguez  do 
the  same  at  Villa  del  Rio. 

Eventually,  they  will  train  their 
replacements  at  Ferrara,  help  start 
a  new  group,  and  continue  to  work 
with  the  national  church  to  develop 
new  leaders.  I  explained  that  the 
Missionary  Board  does  not  expect 
instant  results,  but  that  we  do 
want  to  see  planning,  cooperation, 
growing  local  stewardship,  and 
steady  progress. 

The  Brethren  in  Colombia  need 
our  prayers  and  support.  They  have 
great  potential  but  need  to  over- 
come some  barriers.  I'm  convinced 
that  with  the  power  and  direction 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  leadership  of 
Marcelo  and  Adriana  Ferreri,  and 
the  prayers  and  support  of  the 
Brethren  in  the  United  States,  they 
can  overcome  these  barriers.        [ft] 

Rev.  Smith  is  Director  of  Missionary 
Ministries  for  The  Brethren  Church.  Dr. 
Miranda  is  Latin  American  Consultant 
for  Brethren  Missionary  Ministries. 
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Reclaiming  our  Community  for  Christ 
Through  Prayer 


By  Kurt  Stout 


OVER  the  past  several  years, 
God  has  impressed  upon  me 
the  power  and  the  urgency  of 
prayer.  I  am  learning  that  prayer, 
not  programs,  is  the  essential 
tool  for  bringing  new  people  into 
the  church  and,  ultimately,  into 
the  Kingdom  of  God. 

During  the  Promise  Keepers  for 
Clergy  rally  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  last 
spring,  I  became  convinced  that 
the  best  gift  I  could  bring  back  to 
the  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church  where  I  serve 
would  be  to  motivate  and  mobi- 
lize them  to  be  people  of  prayer.  If 
this  one  lesson  could  be  learned 
and  practiced,  then  we  would  be 
ready  for  revival,  a  fresh  awaken- 
ing by  the  Spirit  of  God. 

When  I  returned  from  Atlanta, 
I  was  uncertain  of  how  this  could 
be  done.  Then  in  June,  my  wife, 
Heidi,  and  I  decided  to  set  aside 
one  month — September — for  con- 
centrated, intentional  efforts  to- 
ward prayer.  We  set  a  goal  of  cov- 
ering the  entire  North  Manches- 
ter community  with  prayer. 

On  a  map,  I  divided  North  Man- 
chester into  small  sections,  so  that 
we  could  pray  for  a  different  sec- 
tion of  the  town  every  day  of  the 
month.  We  began  on  Sunday, 
September  1,  with  our  own 
church  and  its  ministries.  Eight 


of  us  met  before  Sunday  school  to 
pray.  We  walked  around  the 
church  building  twice,  praying 
aloud  a  prayer  for  revival.  We 
then  split  up  and  went  into  the 
building  to  the  sanctuary,  the 
Sunday  school  rooms,  the  pastors' 
offices,  and  other  rooms,  praying 
for  revival  and  spiritual  growth. 

The  following  evening,  four  of 
us  drove  around  the  perimeter  of 
the  community,  circling  the  area 
that  would  be  saturated  with 
prayer  in  the  days  to  follow.  I 
asked  people  to  sign  up  for  a  spe- 
cific day  on  which  they  would 
spend  time  walking  the  streets  of 
a  designated  area,  praying  for  the 
homes  and  the  people  in  that  area. 

Most  of  the  days  were  taken  by 
different  families  or  groups.  For 
example,  the  deacons  took  one 
night,  Moms  in  Touch  took  an- 
other, and  the  youth  groups  took 
still  another.  Heidi  and  I  walked 
or  drove  the  designated  area 
every  day,  and  others  joined  us  as 
they  were  able.  In  all,  about  65 
different  individuals  participated 
in  the  prayer  walks. 

At  the  end  of  the  month,  we  held 
a  personal  prayer  retreat.  Eight 
of  us  met  for  a  24-hour  period  of 
refocusing  our  lives  through  wor- 
ship and  prayer.  The  retreat  was 
held  at  an  old  monastery  and  had 


as  its  theme  making  our  heart  a 
home  for  Jesus.  We  spent  time 
reading  and  reflecting  on  scrip- 
ture, journaling,  in  silence,  and  in 
solitude.  The  monastery  provided 
an  excellent  atmosphere.  The  large 
area  of  grass  and  woods  offered  a 
good  setting  for  quiet  walks  and 
prayer.  And  the  choir  room  was  a 
special  blessing;  its  perfect  acous- 
tics made  the  eight  of  us  sound 
like  a  large,  trained  choir. 

It  is  difficult  to  measure  the  im- 
pact of  this  month  and  the  effects 
of  our  prayers.  We  may  not  see  the 
results  for  months  or  even  years. 
All  I  know  is  that  God  said,  "Go, 
pray,  and  reclaim  my  territory  in 
North  Manchester,"  and  so  we  did. 

But  some  prayers  have  already 
been  answered.  I'll  share  just  one. 
On  September  13,  Heidi  and  I  vis- 
ited the  area  of  the  community 
designated  for  prayer  on  that  day. 
We  had  a  youth  event  planned  for 
later  that  evening,  so  Heidi  prayed 
specifically  that  one  student  from 
that  area  would  attend  the  gath- 
ering. We  hadn't  advertised  or  pro- 
moted that  youth  event.  Neverthe- 
less, that  evening,  while  talking 
to  one  of  the  new  students  at  the 
gathering,  I  asked  him  where  he 
lived.  "Across  from  the  school,"  he 
replied — the  very  area  where  we 
had  prayed  earlier  that  evening! 

I  didn't  see  the  boy  again  for 
about  two  months — until  he  and 
his  family  attended  a  worship 
service.  They  have  come  regu- 
larly ever  since. 

We  are  in  a  spiritual  battle,  and 
the  enemy  will  do  anything  he 
can  to  distract  us  and  and  to  deter 
our  efforts  to  change  the  world  for 
the  sake  of  Christ.  But  praise  be 
to  God,  for  the  battle  has  already 
been  won!  We  just  need  to  believe 
it.  The  armor  we  use  is  mobilized 
by  prayer  (Eph.  6:10-18).  Re- 
member, the  Lord  Almighty  is  the 
one  who  said,  "Not  by  might  nor 
by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit"  (Zech. 
4:6,  NIV).  This  is  where  battles  are 
won.  A  church  moves  forward  on 
its  knees.  "Devote  yourselves  to 
prayer"  (Col.  4:2,  NIV).  [t] 

Mr.  Stout  is  associate  pastor  of  the 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Breth- 
ren Church. 
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The  beg,  borrow,  and  "steal"  syndrome 

By  Ray  Bowman  with  Eddy  Hall 


AS  MY  WIFE  AND  I  entered  the 
large  sanctuary,  the  warm  voices 
of  gathering  worshipers  welcomed 
us.  Sparkling  Christmas  trees,  grace- 
ful garlands,  and  the  cheerful 
clamor  of  the  orchestra  tuning  up 
heightened  our  anticipation.  Though 
we  were  visitors,  we  knew  the  music 
here  was  always  excellent.  This  was 
Christmas  Sunday;  today  it  would 
be  extraordinary.  And  the  pastor, 
we  knew,  was  one  of  the  best 
preachers  around. 

Sure  enough,  the  congregational 
singing,  the  prayer  time,  and  the 
special  music  all  invited  us  to  wor- 
ship. But  then  something  happened 
that  I  won't  soon  forget.  The  pastor 
stepped  to  the  pulpit  and  announced 
that  by  the  following  Sunday  the 
church  had  to  raise  over  $100,000 
for  its  end-of-the-year  mortgage 
payment.  Then  he  went  on  to  make 
a  long  appeal  for  funds. 

A  loss  of  focus 

Though  his  appeal  was  as  gra- 
cious as  anyone  could  have  made  it, 
by  the  time  it  was  over  our  focus 
was  no  longer  on  the  Christ  child;  it 
was  on  paying  the  bills.  The  pastor 
went  on  to  preach  an  excellent  ser- 
mon, but  I  couldn't  enjoy  it.  The 
long  interruption  for  fundraising 
had  destroyed  the  spirit  of  worship. 
Nor  did  the  members  welcome  the 
appeal  any  more  than  we  visitors. 
They  had  long  since  grown  tired  of 
almost  every  Sunday  sitting  through 
yet  another  request  to  pay  debt. 

• v 

"J  was  so  used  to  churches 

putting  debt  payments 

ahead  of  ministry  that  I 

had  accepted  it  as  the  way 

things  had  to  be." 

\ f 

But  of  all  the  people  there,  the 
one  who  most  abhorred  what  hap- 
pened that  morning  was  the  pastor. 
He  had  been  forced  to  take  on  the 
thankless  task  of  every  week  beg- 
ging people  to  pay  a  debt  far  more 
massive  than  the  church  could  rea- 


sonably bear.  He  later  told  me,  "The 
burden  of  debt  is  so  heavy,  some- 
times I  don't  think  I'll  survive." 

This  church,  though  certainly  not 
by  design,  had  fallen  into  a  pattern 
of  begging,  borrowing,  and  "steal- 
ing." The  pastor  was  forced  to  beg 
because  of  the  church's  extensive 
borrowing;  and  to  make  debt  pay- 
ments, the  church  was  having  to 
"steal"  funds  needed  for  ministry. 
And  I  was  partly  to  blame. 

The  difference  a  hat  makes 

Twenty  years  earlier  this  church 
had  hired  me  to  design  its  building, 
a  building  for  which  the  congrega- 
tion borrowed  heavily.  And  I  had 
cheered  them  on.  In  fact,  as  a  church 
architect,  I  had  become  something 
of  an  expert  at  persuading  hesitant 
church  leaders  to  borrow  to  the  max 
and  showing  them  how  to  do  it. 

This  church  had  bought  whole- 
sale into  the  borrow-and-build  think- 
ing I  so  enthusiastically  advocated. 
They  had  borrowed  for  various  proj- 
ects, each  time  expecting  it  to  bring 
growth,  but  repeatedly  they  had  been 
disappointed.  And  now  paying  the 
debt  had  to  come  first,  even  though 
doing  so  meant  using  funds  urgently 
needed  for  ministry. 

For  most  of  my  life,  I  had  consid- 
ered all  this  normal.  I  had  seen  pas- 
tors beg  for  money  so  often  that  I 
thought  nothing  of  it.  I  was  so  used 
to  churches  putting  debt  payments 
ahead  of  ministry  that  I  had  ac- 
cepted it  as  the  way  things  had  to 
be.  And,  of  course,  I  had  not  only 
seen  church  borrowing  as  normal;  I 
had  enthusiastically  promoted  it. 

Then  I  changed  jobs.  I  became  a 
consultant  helping  churches  coordi- 
nate planning  of  facilities,  finances, 
and  ministries.  No  longer  was  my 
focus  on  building  church  buildings; 
it  was  on  building  churches. 

Widespread,  but  curable 

Through  working  with  scores  of 
churches  on  their  finances — some 
thriving,  others  fighting  for  their 
financial  lives — I  learned  that  the 


beg,  borrow,  and  "steal"  syndrome 
is  widespread,  but  it  is  also  curable. 
Pastors  don't  have  to  beg,  congre- 
gations don't  have  to  borrow,  and 
churches  don't  have  to  "steal"  funds 
from  ministry  to  pay  for  institutional 
maintenance.  Though  the  process 
is  neither  quick  nor  easy,  a  finan- 
cially burdened  church  can  replace 
indebtedness  with  provision,  insti- 
tutionalism  with  purpose,  and  in- 
sufficiency with  plenty. 

From  debt  to  provision 

Early  on  in  my  consulting  I  noticed 
a  pattern:  The  more  debt  a  church 
had  in  relation  to  its  income,  the 
less  financial  freedom  for  ministry 
it  tended  to  have.  What  would  hap- 
pen, I  wondered,  if  churches  built 
debt-free — living  within  the  income 
God  provided — and  used  the  inter- 
est they  saved  for  ministry? 

S N 

"A  church  that  spends  freely 

on  itself  while  giving  far 

less  to  others  may  be  driven 

more  by  institutionalism 

than  by  a  sense  of  mission." 
v s 

Next  I  realized  that  most  of  the 
churches  asking  me  for  building  ad- 
vice didn't  need  to  build  at  all;  they 
had  better  alternatives.  I  began  help- 
ing churches  devise  creative  ways 
to  get  more  out  of  their  facilities. 
While  each  situation  was  unique, 
some  solutions  proved  useful  in 
many  churches. 

•  Move  classes  to  the  right-size  rooms. 
Moving  large  classes  to  large  rooms 
and  small  classes  to  small  rooms 
gave  larger  classes  room  to  keep 
growing. 

•  Replace  pews  with  chairs.  Good 
church  chairs  are  not  cheap,  but 
they  cost  far  less  than  building. 
By  replacing  pews  with  chairs, 
some  churches  made  their  largest 
single  space,  the  worship  area, 
useful  for  a  variety  of  ministries 
seven  days  a  week. 

•  Build  a  storage  shed.  When  rooms 
were  used  as  storage  closets,  they 
could  be  freed  up  by  building  a 
low-cost  storage  building. 

•  Add  a  fellowship  foyer.  For  a  grow- 
ing church  to  get  out  of  debt  and 
stay  out  of  debt,  it  must  hold  mul- 
tiple worship  services.  To  make 
this  practical,  some  churches  added 
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Dear  Ladies, 

A  New  Year  —  1997  —  new  be- 
ginnings. Many  will  begin  a  diet 
for  the  new  year,  determined  to 
lose  a  few  pounds;  some  of  you  may 
promise  to  spend  more  time  read- 
ing the  Bible  and  praying;  and  some 
may  promise  to  do  more  visiting. 
Whatever,  most  of  us  will  begin  the 
new  year  making  a  promise  or  two. 

Genesis  1:1  reads,  "In  the  begin- 
ning God  created  the  heavens  and 
the  earth."  This  is  a  great  chapter 
to  read  as  we  begin  the  new  year. 
It  is  a  good  reminder  of  how  God 
began  our  beautiful  world.  We  see 
His  great  power  as  He  creates  the 
water,  sky,  stars,  plants,  animals, 
and  humans.  How  marvelous  to 
see  what  He  has  created! 

Why  not  make  this  a  year  when 
you  read  your  Bible  and  get  to  know 
God  more  intimately?  A  quote  from 
The  Daily  Bread  devotional  book- 
let is,  "When  you  open  your  Bible, 
ask  the  author  to  open  your  heart." 

My  husband,  Jim,  had  foot  sur- 
gery in  November  and  had  to  stay 
off  his  feet  for  at  least  one  week. 
That  was  certainly  a  lesson  in  pa- 
tience! He  is  used  to  being  active 
and  on  the  go  all  day.  He  walked 
with  a  walker  the  first  week.  When 
our  granddaughter,  Randi,  saw  him, 
she  said,  "Grandpa,  you're  old!" 
The  next  week  he  used  a  cane.  No 
comments  from  Randi.  He  is  doing 
fine  now  and  had  the  stitches  out 
after  Thanksgiving. 

(continued  on  page  4) 


MY  PRAYER  FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR 

Brethren,  I  do  not  consider  myself  yet  to  have  taken  hold  of  it. 

But  one  thing  I  do:  Forgetting  what  is  behind 

and  straining  toward  what  is  ahead, 

I  press  on  toward  the  goal  to  win  the  prize 

for  which  God  has  called  me  heavenward  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Philippians  3:13-14  (ar/v) 


A  hymn  for  the  new  year  is  "An- 
other Day  is  Dawning,"  written  by 
Frances  Ridley  Havergal  (1836- 
1879)  when  she  was  only  23.  The 
opening  couplet  is: 

Another  year  is  dawning! 
Dear  Father,  let  it  be, 
In  working  or  in  waiting, 
Another  year  with  Thee; 

In  the  three  verses,  Frances  asks 
for  another  year  of  leaning  on  His 
loving  breast,  of  trusting,  of  quiet, 
happy  rest;  of  mercies,  faithfulness 
and  grace,  gladness,  progress,  praise, 
and  of  proving  Thy  presence;  of  serv- 
ice, witness,  and  training  for  holier 
work  above. 

Notice  that  materialism  is  not 
requested,  neither  is  there  any 
selfish  desire. 

When  we  focus  on  our  Lord,  striv- 
ing to  serve  Him  in  all  we  do  and 
think,  we  are  "pressing  toward  the 
mark"  as  stated  by  Paul.  Granted, 
we  won't  reach  perfection  in  our 
lifetime,  but  we  will  endeavor  and 
resolve  to  excel  for  Him. 

The  third  verse  begins  with  the 
phrase  "Another  year  of  service." 
This  is  for  us!  You  may  remember 
the  theme  song  from  last  summer's 
W.M.S.  conference,  "Will  you  let  me 
be  your  servant?"  One  use  of  the 
W.M.S.  abbreviation  is  "Women 
Meant  to  Serve."  When  you  see  a 


need,  fill  it,  and  do  it  "unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these." 

Commitment  10  reads,  "Show 
Christian  love  and  service  to  your 
neighbors  and  their  families."  Don't 
stop  with  the  minimum,  go  the  sec- 
ond mile.  There  isn't  much  traffic 
there. 

Much  is  said  about  resolutions — 
some  think  they  are  made  to  be 
broken!  Nevertheless,  write  down 
one  or  two  goals  which  are  reach- 
able when  you  stretch  and  which 
will  strengthen  your  spiritual  life 
and  prepare  you  for  holier  work 
above.  Use  "I  will,"  not  "I'll  try."  You 
will  try  harder! 

The  first  prayer  of  my  heart 
should  be  one  of  humility,  empty- 
ing out  myself,  so  I  can  be  filled. 
This  is  the  translation  of  an  "Omaha 
Tribal  Prayer" 

Father,  a  needy  one  stands 

before  Thee. 

I  who  sing  am  he. 

In  God's  sight,  we  are  all  needy 
children.  This  year  I  pray  we  will 
strive  to  do  one  thing — forget  the 
past  and  strain  toward  what  is 
ahead:  God's  prize  of  eternal  life. 

Another  year  is  dawning! 
Dear  Father,  let  it  be 
On  earth,  or  else  in  heaven, 
Another  year  for  Thee. 
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Mrs.  Joan  Merrill,  9300  S.  St.  Rt.  3,  Mun- 

cie,  IN  47302.  Phone:  317-289-2384 

DISTRICT  ORGANIZATIONS 

Florida 

Acting  President  —  Helen  McConahay, 
2736  Bradenton  Rd.,  Lot  18,  Sarasota,  FL 
33580.  Phone:  813-351-1409.  Summer  ad- 
dress: 4718  Egypt  Rd.,  Smithville,  OH 
44677.  Phone:  330-669-2944 

Southeastern 

President  —  Susan  Kidd,  Rt.    1,  Box  24, 

Bridgewater,  VA  22812.  Phone:  540-828- 

4987 
Vice  President  —  Mary  Garver,  407  Main 

St.,  New  Windsor,  MD  21776 
Secretary-Treasurer  —  Virginia  Hook,  3046 

Old  Washington  Rd.,  Westminster,  MD 

21157 
Ass't.  Secretary-Treasurer  —  Sandy  Miller, 

22918  Berry  Circle,   Smithburg,  MD 

21783 

Pennsylvania 

President  —  Barbara  Hagerich,  121  Teal 
St.,  Mineral  Point,  PA  15942.  Phone: 
814-322-1638 

Vice  President  — 

Secretary-Treasurer  — 

Ass't.  Secretary-Treasurer  — 

Ohio 

President  —  Wanda  Powell,  9  Oakwood, 

Beloit,  OH  44609.  Phone:  216-938-3291 
Vice  President  —  Lois  Barnhart,  123  Paula 

Dr.,  Germantown,  OH  45327 
Secretary-Treasurer  —  DeAnn  Oburn,  P.  O. 

Box  72,  Williamstown,  OH  45897 
Ass't.  Secretary-Treasurer  —  Joanne  Kroft, 

608  Twp.  Rd.  1151;  Rt.  5,  Ashland,  OH 

44805 

Indiana 

President  —  Susie  Stout,  502  US  Bus.  31  S, 
Peru,  IN  46970.  Phone:  317-473-3455 

Vice  President  —  Leona  Long,  5455  N.  600 
E.,  Howe,  IN  46746.  Phone;  219-562-3074 

Secretary-Treasurer  —  Joy  Zook,  2029  E. 


4th  St.,  Tiosa,  Rochester,  IN  46975.  Phone: 

219-223-6669 
Ass't.   Secretary-Treasurer  —    Cynthia 

Stout,   Rt.    1,   Box  215,   Frankfort,   IN 

46041.  Phone:  317-566-3217 
Financial  Secretary  —  Linda  Immel,  401  E. 

3rd  St.,  North  Manchester,   IN  46962. 

Phone:  219-982-8239 
Ass't  Financial  Secretary  —  Matilda  Stout, 

Rt.  2,  Box  10,  Peru,  IN  46970.  Phone: 

317-473-7901 

Central 

President  —  Melva  Staples,  P.  O.  Box  296, 
Milledgeville,  IL  60151.  Phone:  815-225- 
7132 

Vice  President  — 

Secretary-Treasurer  — 

Midwest 

President  —  Carolyn  A.  Tucker,  1500  Com- 
munity Dr.,  Derby,  KS  67037 
Vice  President  — 
Secretary  — 
Treasurer  — 

Southwest 

President  —  Clara  Stiegers,  4160  E.  Burn 
St.,  Tucson,  AZ  85711.  Phone:  520-323- 
0215 

Vice  President  —  Iris  McKinney 

Secretary-Treasurer  —  Ina  Williams,  4259 
E.  Blanton  Rd.,  Tucson,  AZ  85712 

Northern  California 

President  —  Karen  Best,  6605  N.  Alturas, 
Stockton,  CA  95207.  Phone:  209-956-6544 

LOCAL  SOCIETIES 

Names  and  Addresses  of 
W.M.S.  Presidents 

Florida  District 

Sarasota  Evening  —  Betty  Renneker,  1412 
Colgate  Ave.,  Bradenton,  FL  34207. 
Phone:  941-756-3697 

Southeastern  District 

Bethlehem  Mary  and  Martha  —  Kathy 

Velanzon,  Rt.  1,  Box  931,  Port  Republic, 

VA  24471 
Cumberland  —  Vergie  Greenawalt,  917 

Maryland  Ave.,  Cumberland,  MD  21502. 

Phone:  301-724-1105 
Hagerstown  —  Julie  Humelsine,  324  Avon 

Rd.,  Hagerstown,  MD  27140.  Phone:  301- 

733-8630 
Linwood  —  Virginia  M.  Hook,  3046  Old 

Washington    Rd.,    Westminster,    MD 

21157.  Phone:  410-848-5587 
Maurertown  —  Elsie  Mogle,  636  Moose  Rd., 

Woodstock,  VA  22664.  Phone:  540-459-3204 
Oak  Hill  —  Amy  Crouch,  140  Virginia  St., 

Oak  Hill,  WV  25901.  Phone:  304-465-8380 
Southeast  Christian  Fellowship  —  Helen  B. 

Cooksey,  1111  Clark  Ave.,  Waldorf,  MD 

20602.  Phone:  301-843-8994 
St.  James  —  Donna  Rowland,  18013  Hen- 
Lane,  Boonsboro,  MD  21713.  Phone:  301- 

582-3268 
St.   Luke  —  Sharyl  L.  Finneyfrock,  463 

Kern  Spring  Road,  Woodstock,  VA  22664 

Pennsylvania 

Berlin  —  Edith  Hoffman,  Rt.  1,  Berlin,  PA 

15530.  Phone:  814-267-3609 
Brush  Valley  —  Sandy  Brown,  Dawn  Get- 

tinger,  Rt.  1  ,  Adrian,  PA  16210 
Cameron  —  Joy  Anderson,  Rt.  1,  Box  169, 

Aleppo,  PA  15310.  Phone:  412-428-5238 
Fairless  Hills  —  Alice  Zimmerman,  171  S. 

Myrtlewood  Ave.,  Langhorn,  PA   19047. 

Phone:  215-757-6228 
Highland  — 
Johnstown  II  —  Irene  Hamel,  115  Hamel 

Ln.,  Johnstown,  PA  15905.  Phone:  814- 

255-6130 


Johnstown  III  —  Dolores  Golby,  402  Nor- 
wood Gardens,  Johnstown,  PA  15906. 

Phone:  814-255-5477 
Masontown  —  Mary  F.  Davis,  400  Locust 

St.,  Masontown,  PA  15461.  Phone:  412- 

583-7818 
Meyersdale  —  LeeAnn  Yoder,  Rt.  3,  Mey- 

ersdale,  PA  15552 
Mt.  Olivet  —  Madlyn  W.  Davis,  Rt.  1,  Box 

249,  Georgetown,  DE  19947.  Phone:  302- 

934-9122 
Pleasant  View  —  Nancy  McGraw,   1491 

Hancock  Ave.,  Apollo,  PA  15613.  Phone: 

412-567-7235 
Raystown  —  Bonnie  Chamberlain,  Rt.   1, 

Box  69B,  Saxton,  PA  16678 
Sarver  —  Marsha  Nulph,  361  Stoney  Hol- 
low Rd.,  Cabot,  PA  16023 
Sergeantsville  —  Doris  L.  Culbertson,  Box 

67,  Sergeantsville,  NJ  08557.  Phone:  609- 

397-3120 
Valley  —  Sheila  Neiderhiser,  Rt.   1,  Box 

315N,  Acme,  PA  15610 
Vinco  —  Barbara  Hagerich,  121  Teal  St., 

Mineral  Point,  PA  15942.  Phone:  814-322- 

1638 
White  Dale  —  Rita  Varner,  P.  O.  Box  414, 

Kingwood,  WV  26537.  Phone:  304-329-2533 

Ohio  District 

Brethren  Bible  —  Connie  Solomon,  1241 
Baier  Ave.,  Louisville,  OH  44641.  Phone: 
330-875-2666 

Fremont  —  Marcia  Miller,  216  S.  Park  Ave., 
Fremont,  OH  43420.  Phone:  419-332-0531 

Garber  —  Donna  Stoffer,  1507  Old  Post  Rd., 
Ashland,  OH  44805.  Phone:  419-281-3710 

Gratis  —  Ruth  Focht,  8947  S.  Preble  Co. 
Line  Rd.,  Germantown,  OH  45327. 
Phone:  513-787-3860 

Gretna  Gleaners  —  Nettie  Hudson,  4653 
CR  11,  Bellefontaine,  OH  43311.  Phone: 
513-592-9163 

Gretna  Lamplighters  —  Shirley  T.  McPher- 
son,  6465  CR  91,  Lewistown,  OH  43333. 

Newark  —  Florence  Crist,  66  Roe  Ave., 
Newark,  OH  43055 

New  Lebanon  Afternoon  —  Jane  Metzger,  1 
Lawson  Ave.,  New  Lebanon,  OH  45345. 
Phone:  513-687-1186 

New  Lebanon  Evening  —  Lori  Metivier, 
152  N.  Diamond  Mill  Rd.,  New  Lebanon, 
OH  45345.  Phone:  513-837-3332 

North  Georgetown  Afternoon,  Carrie  Stof- 
fer —  Evelyn  Romigh,  26009  N.  George- 
town Rd.,  Homeworth,  OH  44634 

North  Georgetown  Evening,  Evelyn  Mercer 
—  Nancy  Diehl 

Park  St.  Faith  —  Marceal  Zimmerman, 
1116  E.  Bank  St.,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805. 
Phone:  419-281-3982 

Park  St.  Hope  —  Shirley  Black,  102  High 
St.,  Ashland,  OH  44805.  Phone:  419-289- 
0370 

Park  St.  Joy  — Joan  Ronk,  1325  Coachman 
Ct.,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805.  Phone:  419- 
281-3050 

Smithville  —  Helen  Berger,  11374  Mt.  Ea- 
ton Rd.,  Marshallville,  OH  44645 

Trinity  Sr.  —  Thelma  Watkins,  1706  Wash- 
ington Blvd.,  Louisville,  OH  44641. 
Phone:  330-453-1774 

Trinity  Jr. — Sharon  L.  Dixon,  633  Buckwal- 
ter  Dr.,  SW,  Massillon,  OH  44646 

West  Alexandria — Marilyn  Ward,  2356 
New  Market  Banta  Rd.,  West  Alexandria, 
OH  45381 

Williamstown— Barbara  Main,  6781  ST  12 
W,  Findlay,  OH  45840.  Phone:  419-422- 
3069 

Indiana  District 

Brighton  Chapel — Leona  Long,  5455  N. 
610E,  Howe,  IN  46746.  Phone:  219-562- 
3074 
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Bryan  I — Anna  M.  Moore,  620  S.  Walnut 

St,  Bryan,  OH  43506.  Phone:  419-636-2856 
Bryan  Susannah — Gina  Dietrich,  03482 

Ney-Williams   Center  Rd.,   Ney,   OH 

43549.  Phone:  419-658-2101 
Burlington— Mary  Stout,  Rt.   1,  Box  350, 

Flora,  IN  46929.  Phone:  219-967-3208 
College  Corner— Tamie  White,  2817  W.  850 

S.,  Wabash,  IN  46992.  Phone:  317-981- 

4557 
Corinth— Lois  Thomson,  5751  N.  CR  800E, 

Logansport,  IN  46947.  Phone:  219-664- 

2729 
Cornerstone  —  Joan  Merrill,  9300  S.  SR  3, 

Muncie,  IN  47302.  Phone:  317-289-2384 
Dutchtown  —  Pat  Sattison,  3526  Barbee 

Rd.,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 
Flora  —  Co-Presidents:  Mildred  Mullen- 

dore,  809  S.  Willow,  Flora,  IN  46929. 

Phone:  219-967-3806;   and  Kathleen 

Brummett,  Rt.  4,  Box  39,  Delphi,  IN 

46923.  Phone:  317-564-4172 
Goshen  —  Co-Presidents:   Sue  Mishler, 

58388  CR  23,  Goshen,  IN  46526.  Phone: 

219-875-5070;  and  Joann  Troeger,   1105 

W.  Wilkinson  St.,  Goshen,  IN  46526., 

Phone:  219-533-2752 
Huntington  —   Carol  A.  Tucker,   1054V<2 

First  St.,  Huntington,  IN  46750.  Phone: 

219-358-9742 
Loree  I  —  Doris  Deisch,  Rt.  1,  Box  89,  Peru, 

IN  46970.  Phone:  317-473-6052 
Loree  Charity  —  Rita  Childers 
Meadow  Crest  —  Lisa  Hawthorn,  6552  St. 

Joe  Center  Rd.,  Fort  Wayne,  IN  46835 
Mexico  —  Mary  Sue  Brooks,  Box  411,  Mex- 
ico, IN  46958.  Phone:  317-985-2205 
Milford  —  Clariece  Stump,  P.  O.  Box  566, 

Milford,  IN  46542.  Phone:  219-658-4644 
Nappanee  —  Judi  Pede,  508  E.  Van  Buren, 

Nappanee,  IN  46550.  Phone:  219-773- 

5603 
New  Paris  —  Gerry  Swartz,  601  East  Pick- 
wick Dr.,  Syracuse,  IN  46757 
North  Manchester  Hadassah  —  Gerry 

Eberly,  2344  SR  114  N.,  North  Manches- 
ter, IN  46962.  Phone:  219-982-2735 
North  Manchester  Joy  —  Jean  Warren,  503 

N.  Elm  St.,  North  Manchester,  IN  46962 
Oakville  —  Mary  Bilby,   P.   O.   Box  24, 

Oakville,  IN  47367.  Phone:  317-755-3675 
Peru  —  Ethel  Naff,  12  S.  Clay  St.,  Peru,  IN 

46970.  Phone:  317-473-7284 
Roann  —  Rosella  Layton,  430  W.  Adams 

St.,  Roann,  IN  46974.  Phone:  317-833- 

2626 
Roanoke  —  Sharon  Williams,  P.  O.  Box  33, 

Roanoke,  IN  46783.  Phone:  219-672-3252 
South  Bend  — Beverly  Baker,  1127  Byron 

Dr.,  South  Bend,  IN  46614.  Phone:  219- 

29 1-1212 
Tiosa  —  Joy  Zook,  2029  E.  4th  St.,  Roches- 
ter, IN  46975.  Phone:  219-223-6669 
Wabash  —  Nancy  Snyder,  518  Glen  Ave., 

Wabash,  IN  46992 
Warsaw  —  Princess  Frush,  310  W.  Main 

St.,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

Central  District 

Cerro  Gordo  —  Elaine  Dresbach,  Box  254, 

LaPlace,  IL  61936.  Phone:  217-677-2171 
Hammond  Ave.  —  Ruby  Williams,   1930 

Howard  Ave.,  Waterloo,  IA.  Phone:  319- 

235-0545 
Lanark  Neoma  —  Carolyn  Miller,  27088 

U.S.  Highway  52,  Lanark,  IL  61046 
Milledgeville  Beacons  —  Dorothy  Ruth 

Glenn,  P.  O.  Box  385,  Milledgeville,  IL 

61051.  Phone:  815-225-7417 
Milledgeville  Priscilla  —  Wendy  Wiersema, 

Rt.  2,  Box  216,  Chadwick,  IL  61014 

Midwest  District 

Falls  City  —  Linda  Berkley,  P.  O.  Box  102, 

Morrill,  KS  66515 
Fort  Scott  I  —  Marilyn  Minor,  Rt.  3,  Box 

440,  Fort  Scott,  KS  66701.  Phone:  316- 

223-1925 

January-February 


Fort  Scott  II— Shirley  Powell,  Rt.   1,  Box 

118,  Longton,  KS  67352 
Mulvane  —  Dorothy  Mills,  504  Emery, 

Mulvane,  KS  67110.  Phone:  316-777-1510 

Southwest  District 

Tucson  Faith,  Hope,  Charity  —  Freda 
Lawson,  3328  N.  Richey  Blvd.,  Tucson, 
AZ  85716.  Phone:  520-323-0257 

Tucson  Evening  —  Iris  McKinney,  6717 
Calle  Mercurio,  Tucson,  AZ  85710.  Phone: 
520-747-2253 

Northern  California  District 

Stockton  —  Audrey  Steyer,  3634  Monitor 
Circle  S.,  Stockton,  CA  95219.  Phone: 
209-477-2357 


district  Qoingi 
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Pray  for  the  Missionary  Minis- 
tries staff:  Reilly  Smith,  Stan  Gen- 
tle, and  Ginny  Hoyt.  Each  one  has 
many  needs:  for  Reilly — his  busy 
travel  schedule,  safety,  and  contin- 
ued good  health;  for  Stan — his  re- 
sponsibilities in  the  office  operations 
and  finances;  and  for  Ginny — the 
glue  that  holds  the  whole  thing 
together! 


The  cyclones  in  India  occurred 
several  weeks  ago,  but  the  devas- 
tating effects  will  linger  a  long 
time.  Many  prayer  huts  and  vil- 
lages where  the  Kumars  minister 
were  destroyed,  followed  by  epi- 
demics and  deaths.  Pray  earnestly 
for  Prasanth  and  Nirmala,  their 
large  group  of  Indian  pastors,  and 
the  people  in  general. 


Southeast  District  ladies  met  at 
the  Oak  Hill  Church  September  21, 
as  part  of  the  district  conference. 
Although  the  conference  didn't  offi- 
cially start  until  Saturday,  many 
people  arrived  Friday  evening.  The 
church  planned  a  special  service 
with  David  and  Jenny  Loi  that 
evening. 

Susan  Kidd,  district  president, 
reported  that  the  auxiliaries  met 
Saturday  afternoon;  23  women  rep- 
resented 7  societies.  Kathy  Velan- 
zon  from  the  Bethlehem  society  gave 
devotions,  and  Jenny  Loi  brought 
greetings  and  shared  about  her  life 
in  Malaysia. 

Plans  are  in  progress  for  another 
spring  W.M.S.  day  with  the  St.  Luke 
ladies.  The  district  project  was  an 
offering  for  Maria  Miranda's  radio 
program.  The  ladies  who  have  died 
during  the  last  year  were  remem- 
bered in  a  special  time,  with  Becky 
Hunter  from  the  Bethlehem  soci- 
ety playing  piano  music.  The  high- 
light of  the  conference  was  getting 
better  acquainted  with  David  and 
Jenny  Loi.  The  ladies  appreciated 
them. 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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The  President's  Pen  (cont.) 

By  the  time  you  read  this,  I 
should  have  started  my  radiation 
treatments.  I  decided  to  have  them 
at  the  Mansfield  hospital  instead 
of  at  the  Cleveland  Clinic  because 
of  the  long  drive  to  and  from 
Cleveland.  I  feel  great  and  started 
back  to  work  on  November  11. 

My  father  died  on  November  8  at 
the  age  of  88.  He  was  taken  to  the 
hospital  on  November  6  with  pneu- 
monia; the  next  day  he  was  put  on 
a  ventilator,  but  his  heart  just  gave 
out  the  following  day.  He  had  said 
many  times  lately  that  he  was 
"tired  and  ready  to  die."  He  was  a 
Christian,  and  it  is  a  comfort  to 
know  that  he  is  with  the  Lord  and 
"not  tired  any  more."  My  thanks  to 
you  for  your  expressions  of  sympa- 
thy. Your  prayers  for  us  the  past 
few  months  have  been  deeply 
appreciated. 

I  will  close  with  this  poem  by 
J.D.  Templeton,  which  I  found  in  a 
1982  issue  of  the  Woman's  Out- 
look. 

The  New  Year 

I  am  the  New  Year,  and  I  come 

to  you  pure  and  unstained, 
Fresh  from  the  hand  of  God. 
Each  day  a  precious  pearl  to 

you  is  given 
That  you  must  string  upon  the 

silver  thread  of  Life. 
Once  strung,  can  never  be 

unthreaded, 
But  stays  an  undying  record  of 

your  faith  and  skill. 
I  give  to  you,  free  and 

unstinted,  twelve  glorious 

months 
Of  soothing  rain  and  sunshine 

golden; 
The  days  for  work  and  rest,  the 

nights  for  peaceful  slumber. 
All  that  I  have  I  give  with  love 

unspoken; 
All  that  I  ask  —  you  keep  the 

faith  unbroken. 

God  Bless  You, 


District  Doings  (continued) 


Shirley  Black 


Southwest  District  rally  was 
February  3.  Marie  Fanning  re- 
ported that  they  began  with  a  pot- 
luck  salad  luncheon  and  then  pro- 
ceeded with  their  meeting.  Marie, 
district  president,  gave  devotions, 
reading  Matthew  5:13-14  and  Ephe- 
sians  5:8-20,  and  Loretta  Fanning 
played  a  handbell  solo  and  sang 
"He's  as  Close  as  the  Mention  of 
His  Name." 

Vicki  Smith  was  the  speaker,  a 
young  lady  who  works  at  KFLT 
Family  Life  Radio  as  Community 
Relations  Director.  Vicki  was  for- 
merly associated  with  "Up  with 
People,"  and  she  told  many  inter- 
esting experiences  about  her  travels 
with  them  to  Europe,  Mexico,  and 
in  the  U.S.  She  also  told  of  many 
contacts  in  Community  Relations 
and  the  amazing  things  done  by 
satellite  broadcast. 

Vicki  was  not  reared  in  a  Chris- 
tian home,  but  she  learned  to  know 
Jesus  10  years  ago  and  is  now  a 
devoted  happy  Christian. 


Ohio  District  retreat  was  at 
Camp  Bethany  October  11.  DeAnn 
Oburn,  district  secretary,  reported 
that  38  women,  representing  seven 
Ohio  churches,  were  present.  After 
registering,  we  were  treated  to  a 
Frank  and  Janet  Hoffman  supper. 
We  spent  a  relaxing  evening  shar- 
ing our  talents,  praying  in  small 
groups,  and  visiting  with  friends 
and  getting  acquainted  with  new 
friends. 

Chery  Boehm,  formerly  Chery 
Romigh  of  North  Georgetown,  was 
the  speaker.  She  is  the  wife  of  a 
pastor  and  mother  of  four  children. 
Chery  spoke  to  us  of  the  crowns 
awaiting  believers — the  crown  of 
splendor,  the  crown  of  rejoicing, 


the  crown  of  life,  the  crown  of 
righteousness,  and  the  crown  of 
glory. 

After  the  Saturday  lunch,  Wanda 
Powell  presided  over  a  short  busi- 
ness meeting.  Prayer  was  offered 
for  Shirley  Black  and  Janet  Hoff- 
man, both  of  whom  were  facing  sur- 
gery in  the  next  week. 

A  craft  time  was  offered  for  those 
who  wished  to  participate;  then  we 
all  headed  our  separate  ways,  look- 
ing forward  to  our  time  together 
next  year. 


Tfefc  Zdittr's  Biditw 

Dear  Friend, 

I  hope  you  enjoy  reading  our 
"Holy  Ground"  Devotional  Guide. 
This  is  not  a  Bible  study  book,  but 
a  collection  of  experiences  when 
God  used  ladies  where  they  were 
planted.  I  liken  the  Guide  to  the 
Guidepost  stories — inspirational 
articles  that  show  how  God  uses 
us.  These  may  spark  memories  of 
similar  experiences  from  others  for 
discussion. 

You  may  send  the  announce- 
ment of  a  deceased  member  to  me 
for  inclusion  in  the  Newsletter. 
Since  The  Brethren  Evangelist 
doesn't  include  this  information 
now,  it  won't  be  duplicated. 

Have  you  read  'The  Quilt"  by 
T.  Davis  Bunn?  This  is  a  fascinat- 
ing one-evening  story,  showing  the 
effect  of  prayer.  I  truly  believe  we 
need  to  concentrate  more  and  more 
on  prayer  with  specific  requests,  not 
just  a  blanket  "God  bless"  state- 
ment. Read  again  II  Chronicles 
7:14  and  II  Thessalonians  5:16-18. 

In  January  I  began  a  new  phase 
of  life  called  retirement,  after  work- 
ing 25VtJ  years  at  Ashland  Univer- 
sity. Like  many  people,  I  have  proj- 
ects to  do  when  I  have  time.  Now, 
the  time  has  come. 

Your  friend, 


Joan 
Women's  Outlook  Newsletter 


a  fellowship  foyer  big  enough  that 
those  leaving  one  service  had 
room  to  visit  with  those  arriving 
for  the  next. 

Using  these  and  other  innovations, 
some  congregations  have  been  able 
to  grow  to  two  or  three  times  the 
size  for  which  their  buildings  were 
originally  designed  without  need- 
ing a  major  building  program.  Then 
when  they  have  built,  by  building 
intensive  multiple-use  facilities,  they 
have  cut  the  number  of  square  feet 
needed  by  half  or  more. 

By  avoiding  interest  and  building 
multiple-use  buildings,  some  congre- 
gations have  saved  50  to  75  percent 
of  their  construction  costs — money 
they  could  then  use  for  the  real  work 
of  the  church,  meeting  the  needs  of 
people  in  the  name  of  Christ. 

From  institutionalism  to  purpose 

I've  read  scores  of  church  mission 
statements,  and  I  haven't  read  a 
bad  one  yet.  Every  church  has  good 
intentions.  But  the  church,  like  any 
other  organization,  can  get  caught 
up  in  pouring  most  of  its  time, 
money,  and  energy  into  maintain- 
ing its  own  structures  and  pro- 
grams until  its  mission  gets  little 
more  than  lip  service. 

One  way  to  gauge  your  church's 
true  priorities  is  to  go  through  your 
church  budget  line  by  line,  assign- 
ing each  dollar  of  spending  to  one  of 
six  categories.  Three  of  these  cate- 
gories— facilities,  staff,  and  operations 
— pay  for  maintaining  church  struc- 
tures and  ministry  programs.  The 
other  three  are  for  sharing — money 
the  church  gives  away  to  meet  the 
needs  of  people  outside  the  commu- 
nity, people  in  the  community,  and 
people  within  the  church. 

Maintenance  and  Ministries 

Facilities 

Staff 

Operations 

Sharing  with  People 

Outside  the  community 
In  the  community 
Within  the  church 

How  does  your  church's  spending 
on  maintenance  and  ministry  (fa- 
cilities, staff,  and  operations)  com- 
pare with  its  spending  on  sharing? 
A  church  that  spends  freely  on  it- 
self while  giving  far  less  to  others 
may  be  driven  more  by  institution- 
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alism  than  by  a  sense  of  mission. 

Is  spending  among  the  three  shar- 
ing categories  in  proper  balance? 
Giving  to  world  missions  is  impor- 
tant, but  so  is  being  financially  in- 
volved in  ministry  to  people  in  need 

• \ 

"The  secret  to  inspiring 
people  to  give  generous- 
ly, even  sacrificially, 
in  today's  church  is  to 
invite  them  to  give  not 
to  an  institution,  but  to 
a  vision. 
s 

right  on  our  own  doorstep  and,  es- 
pecially, within  our  own  church.  If 
we  neglect  the  needs  of  our  own 
spiritual  family,  the  Bible  says  that 
we  don't  have  God's  love  in  us  (1 
John  3:17). 

When  a  church  is  reducing  the 
proportion  of  its  budget  spent  on 
facilities  and  staff,  when  it  is  in- 
creasing spending  for  sharing  and 
outreach,  when  it  is  moving  toward 
the  goal  of  devoting  one-third  of  all 
staff  time,  facility  use,  and  opera- 
tions spending  to  ministries  of  in- 
tentional outreach,  that  church  is  on 
its  way  from  institutionalism  to  pur- 
pose. It  is  learning  to  put  its  money 
where  its  mission  statement  is. 

From  insufficiency  to  plenty 

Growth  costs.  A  church  that  isn't 
growing  doesn't  need  much  money. 
If  the  people  give  the  church  three 
percent  of  their  income,  that  is  usu- 
ally plenty  to  keep  it  going.  But  for 
a  church  to  sustain  modest  growth, 
the  people  need  to  give  an  average 
of  five  to  six  percent  of  their  in- 
come. And  for  a  church  to  sustain 
growth  of  ten  percent  a  year  or  more 
requires  a  giving  level  of  eight  to 
twelve  percent. 

Why?  Because  it  takes  money  to 
operate  ministries  of  intentional 
outreach.  It  takes  money  to  add 
staff.  It  takes  money  to  adapt  or 
build  facilities.  It  takes  money  to 
sustain  growth. 

How  can  people  be  inspired  to  give 
at  this  level?  A  generation  ago,  in- 
stitutional loyalty  motivated  much 
church  giving.  Today  Baby  Boomers 
and  Baby  Busters  are  far  less  likely 
than  their  parents  and  grandparents 
were  to  give  out  of  institutional  loy- 


alty. The  secret  to  inspiring  people 
to  give  generously,  even  sacrificial- 
ly, in  today's  church  is  to  invite 
them  to  give  not  to  an  institution, 
but  to  a  vision. 

One  pastor  explains  his  church's 
approach  this  way:  "We  don't  say, 
'We  need  this  amount  of  money.' 
We  say,  'This  is  the  ministry  God  is 
calling  us  to  do,  and  by  the  way, 
this  is  what  it  will  cost.'  The  vision 
for  ministry  comes  first,  finances  are 
secondary."  He  has  discovered  that 
when  people  have  a  vision  worth 
giving  to,  they  love  to  give. 

Set  free  to  fly 

A  church  struggling  financially  is 
like  an  airplane  that  is  overloaded, 
off  course,  or  underfueled.  The  load 
of  debt  is  so  heavy  that  the  church 
uses  most  of  its  energy  just  stay-y 
ing  aloft.  A  church  whose  mis-y 
sion  statement  gives  priority 
to  ministry  and  outreach 


but  whose  budget  gives  priority  to 
institutional  maintenance  is  like  a 
plane  whose  flight  path  doesn't  match 
its  flight  plan.  And  a  church  whose 
giving  is  a  fraction  of  what  is  needed 
to  sustain  vigorous  growth  is  like  a 
plane  carrying  only  part  of  the  fuel 
needed  to  reach  its  destination. 

By  itself,  no  amount  of  financial 
expertise  can  make  ministry  hap- 
pen. But  if  a  passion  for  minister- 
ing to  people  inspires  your  church 
to  do  whatever  it  takes  to  get  out  of 
debt,  reorder  budget  priorities,  and 
multiply  giving,  your  church  can  en- 
joy a  greater  freedom  for  ministry 
than  ever  before.  No  longer  over- 
loaded, no  longer  off  course,  no  longer 
underfueled,  your  church  can  be  set 
free  to  fly.  [tf ] 

Adapted  from  When  Not  to  Borrow: 
Unconventional  Financial  Wis- 
dom  to  Set  Your  Church  Free  by 

Ray  Bowman  with  Eddy  Hall  (Baker, 
1996).  Ray  Bowman  is  a  consultant  liv- 
ing in  Larkspur,  Colo.  He  works  with 
churches  to  coordinate  planning  of  fa- 
cilities, finances,  and  ministries.  Eddy 
Hall  is  a  free-lance  writer  and  editor 
who  lives  in  Goessel,  Kans.  They  are 
also  authors  of  When  Not  to  Build: 
An  Architect's  Unconventional 
Wisdom  for  the  Growing  Church 
(Baker,  1992). 


Ashland  Theological  Seminary 


Remaining  Faithful  to  Our  Mission 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary  exists  to  equip  men  and 
women  for  ministry  as  servant  leaders  in  the  body  of 
Christ  and  the  world  at  large  through  being  a  community 
committed  to  Scripture,  academic  excellence,  spiritual  for- 
mation and  practical  training. 


THE  FOUNDING  FATHERS  of 
Ashland  University  stated  clear- 
ly in  the  constitution  of  1888,  when 
the  college  was  reorganized,  what 
would  be  of  prime  importance  to 
the  institution.  They  wrote:  The 
training  of  suitable  persons  for  the 
ministry  of  the  gospel  shall  always 
be  sacredly  regarded  as  one  of  the 
main  objectives  of  this  corpora- 
tion." Today  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  fulfills  that  mission  and 
reaches  around  the  world  with  the 
impact  of  the  gospel. 

The  Mission  Statement  of  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary  (printed 
above),  has  undergone  many  changes 
throughout  its  history.  But  not  once 
has  it  moved  from  its  foundation — 
preparing  persons  for  the  ministry 
of  the  gospel.  Each  generation  needs 
to  go  through  the  important  exer- 
cise of  renewing  its  commitment  to 
the  past  and  of  seeking  ways  to  ful- 
fill its  mission  in  the  future. 

The  lessons  of  history 

History  provides  valuable  lessons 
that  serve  each  of  us  well.  When 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  was 
formed  in  1906,  Dr.  J.  Allen  Miller, 
then  president  of  Ashland  College, 
stepped  down  from  that  position  to 
head  the  seminary.  He  envisioned  a 
school  of  "such  a  rank  as  the  high- 


est type  of  evangelical  faith  and  life 
.  .  .  ."  Dr.  Miller  and  other  early 
leaders  of  the  seminary  made  many 
sacrifices  to  lay  a  strong  and  last- 
ing foundation.  Those  who  have  fol- 
lowed have  likewise  remained  com- 
mitted to  preparing  church  leaders 
from  a  strong  evangelical  base. 

A  testimony  to  faith  and  vision 

Today  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary stands  as  a  testimony  to  the 
faith  and  vision  of  those  early 
Brethren  leaders.  Our  seminary  is 
one  of  the  leading  evangelical  sem- 
inaries in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  Currently  225  accredited 
seminaries  serve  the  U.S.  and  Can- 
ada. Of  that  number,  63  identify 
themselves  as  evangelical.  Ashland 
is  the  13th  largest  evangelical  sem- 
inary in  our  entire  nation  and  the 
17th  largest  of  all  seminaries  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary  has 
grown  from  a  handful  of  students 
and  a  few  faculty  members  in  the 
early  days  to  nearly  700  students 
and  a  faculty  of  21.  Students  come 
from  nearly  every  state  in  the  U.S. 
and  from  more  than  twelve  coun- 
tries. Growth  has  been  steady,  and 
the  campus  has  expanded  greatly 
to  handle  that  growth. 

In  order  to  remain  faithful  to  the 


The  Argentine 
Connection: 

Eduardo  and  Mariela 

Rodriguez  are  from 

The  Brethren  Church 

in  Argentina.  They 

came  to  Ashland  two 

years  ago  just  four 

days  after  their 

wedding.  Both  are 

enrolled  in  seminary, 

working  on  Master  of 

Arts  degrees.  They  will 

finish  their  studies  this 

summer  and  return  to 

work  among  the 

Brethren  in  Argentina. 
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mission  of  the  seminary,  its  leaders 
have  decided  to  limit  growth  in  the 
future  and  to  concentrate  on  deep- 
ening the  quality  of  the  school.  To 
that  end,  four  Core  Values  were  iden- 
tified, to  which  seminary  leadership 
will  give  its  energies.  These  Core 
Values  are  Commitment  to  Scrip- 
ture, Spiritual  Formation,  Commu- 
nity, and  Academic  Excellence. 

Someone  once  said,  "When  you 
lose  sight  of  the  past,  you  lose  your 
directional  point  for  the  future."  Dr. 
Frederick  Finks,  president  of  the 
seminary,  stated,  "We  do  not  want 
to  grow  so  large  that  we  forget  who 
we  are.  We  do  not  want  to  lose  our 
identity  as  a  seminary  committed 
to  preparing  evangelical  students 
within  a  community  of  faith.  We 
have  something  unique,  something 
valuable,  something  worth  keep- 
ing. We  are  a  family,  we  are  open 
and  accessible  to  our  students.  We 
must  not  lose  sight  of  our  mission 
and  the  many  who  have  given  their 
lives  to  preserve  it."  [ft] 


Following  in  his  father's  foot- 
steps: John  Allison  is  a  third-year 
student  at  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary. He  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Richard 
Allison,  a  former  pastor  who  has 
taught  at  the  seminary  since  1974. 
John  and  his  wife,  Judy,  were  deacons 
at  the  Derby,  Kans.,  First  Brethren 
Church  when  John  received  a  call  to 
full-time  Christian  service.  They  moved 
to  Ashland,  and  last  year  Judy  joined 
the  ATS  faculty  in  the  Pastoral  Coun- 
seling Department.  John  is  currently 
working  on  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree 
and  plans  to  graduate  in  1998. 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Ashland  Theological  Seminary 


Former  Linwood,  Md.,  residents  now  living  in  Ashland  are  (I.  to  r.) 
Ron  Miller,  Ann  and  Buzz  Sandberg,  and  Jim  and  Karen  Frado. 

Answering  God's  Call 


GOD  CALLS  persons  in  differ- 
ent ways  and  at  various  stages 
of  life.  One  person  may  experi- 
ence God's  call  as  a  quiet  inner 
urging  confirming  what  the  per- 
son already  knows  to  be  God's  will 
for  his  or  her  life.  Another  person 
may  hear  the  call  as  a  still,  quiet 
voice.  The  closing  of  one  door  and 
the  opening  of  another  may  be 
God's  means  of  speaking  to  yet 
another  person.  And  for  some, 
the  call  may  come  in  some  dra- 
matic fashion,  while  for  others 
God's  call  is  experienced  as  a  con- 
firming peace. 

Students  who  hear  and  follow 
God's  call  often  find  themselves 
at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 
Some  of  those  students  are  young, 
others  are  old,  and  they  come  in 
all  shapes  and  sizes.  But  all  of 
them  share  one  common  denomi- 
nator— their  determination  to  fol- 
low God's  call. 

Linwood  Brethren  Church 

Pastor  Bob  Keplinger  has  been 
a  faithful  servant  of  God  within 
The  Brethren  Church  for  most  of 
his  life.  He  served  Brethren  con- 
gregations in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Washington,  D.C.,  and  now 
pastors  the  Linwood,  Md.,  Breth- 
ren Church,  where  he  has  served 


since  1984.  In  the  past  few  years, 
God  has  made  a  profound  mark 
on  the  Linwood  Church  through 
Pastor  Bob's  faithful  ministry. 

It  began  several  years  ago  when 
Bob  encouraged  Buzz  and  Ann 
Sandberg  to  attend  the  Linwood 
Church.  According  to  the  Sand- 
bergs,  it  was  more  than  encour- 
agement. "Bob  was  relentless  in 
inviting  us  and  would  not  take  no 
for  an  answer."  So  the  Sandbergs 
began  to  attend  and  before  long 
were  actively  involved  in  the  life 
and  ministry  of  the  church. 

During  the  past  couple  of  years, 
God  has  led  four  couples  into  min- 
istry through  the  encouragement 
of  Pastor  Bob.  "  I  don't  think  I  did 
anything  special,"  Bob  recounted. 
"I  was  just  being  a  pastor." 

Bob  nominated  Buzz  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Ashland 
University,  and  within  a  year  of 
his  being  elected  to  the  board,  the 
Sandbergs  decided  to  move  to 
Ashland.  They  liked  the  atmos- 
phere of  Ashland  and  saw  that 
the  university  and  seminary  have 
a  lot  to  offer  The  Brethren  Church. 

Back  at  Linwood,  God  was 
working  out  a  marvelous  plan  in- 
volving the  church,  Pastor  Bob, 
the  Sandbergs  (plus  some  other 
couples  in  the  church),  and  sev- 


eral persons  He  was  preparing  to 
receive  His  call  to  full-time  Chris- 
tian ministry. 

First  came  Ron  and  Sandy  Miller, 
who  were  dissatisfied  with  their 
former  church.  When  Pastor  Bob 
visited  their  home,  Ron  asked  him 
what  the  requirements  were  for 
Brethren  ministry.  Thus  began  a 
process  that  would  eventually  re- 
sult in  the  Millers'  moving  to  Ash- 
land to  attend  the  seminary. 

Later  another  couple,  Jim  and 
Karen  Frado,  who  had  attended  a 
Catholic  church,  began  seeking 
God's  will  for  their  lives.  It  wasn't 
long  before  they  followed  the  trail 
blazed  by  the  Millers  and  moved 
to  Ashland  to  begin  seminary. 
Jim  is  preparing  for  pastoral  min- 
istry, and  Karen  is  working  on  a 
degree  in  Christian  education. 

Here,  take  our  house 

The  Sandbergs  were  ready  and 
waiting  to  do  all  they  could  to  fa- 
cilitate the  arrival  of  these  cou- 
ples from  Linwood.  They  had  pur- 
chased a  second  house  for  per- 
sonal use,  but  made  it  available 
to  Ron  and  Sandy  Miller  when 
they  moved  to  Ashland.  Later  in 
the  year,  Buzz  and  Ann  purchased 
a  third  house,  planning  to  move 
into  it.  But  when  the  Frados  came 
looking  for  a  place  to  live,  they 
graciously  offered  it  to  them. 

It  appears  that  one  more  couple 
will  move  to  Ashland.  Bruce  and 
Marylou  Wilkinson  have  experi- 
enced God's  call  and  plan  to  come 
to  Ashland  this  month  (January). 
Again  the  Sandbergs  have  been 
involved.  They  provided  encour- 
agement, and  Buzz  has  also 
helped  Bruce  obtain  employment 
at  Ashland  University. 

A  fourth  couple,  Scott  and  Stacy 
Robertson,  have  also  been  called 
into  ministry.  Scott  currently  serves 
as  assistant  pastor  at  Linwood. 

The  Linwood  Church  is  a  prime 
example  of  what  one  church  can 
do  when  its  people  are  open  to  the 
leading  of  the  Lord  and  are  will- 
ing to  submit  to  His  call.  [ft] 

Note:  In  the  midst  of  helping  these  fami- 
lies, Buzz  Sandberg  recently  became  Director 
of  Transition  and  Interim  Director  of  Congre- 
gational Ministries  for  The  Brethren  Church. 
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Maria  Miranda  makes  cover 
of  popular  Hispanic  magazine 

Irmo,  S.C.  —  A  picture  of  Maria 
Miranda  is  one  of  several  photos 
that  appear  on  the  cover  of  Apun- 
tes  Pastorales,  a  Christian  maga- 
zine published  in  Costa  Rica  and 
widely  circulated  throughout  the 
Spanish-speaking  world. 

The  cover  features  a  picture  of 
Dr.  Billy  Graham,  with  six  smaller 
photos  below.  Among  these,  Maria's 
picture  is  between  those  of  Hermano 
Pablo  (Latin  America's  most  famous 
radio  preacher)  and  Alberto  Motessi 
(Latin  America's  best  known  mass 
evangelist).  Beneath  the  six  smaller 
photos  are  the  words  "Consejos  de 
renombrados  lideres  latinoameri- 
canos"  (Counsel  from  renowned 
Latin  American  leaders). 

In  an  article  by  Maria  inside  the 
magazine,  she  comments  on  the  most 
significant  lessons  she  has  learned 
in  her  ministry,  errors  she  would 
avoid  if  she  had  the  opportunity  to 
turn  back  the  clock,  and  books  that 
have  greatly  impacted  her  minis- 
try. She  also  provides  counsel  for 
her  fellow  servants  in  Christ  and 
gives  a  discerning  analysis  of  the 
problems  and  challenges  facing  the 
Latin  American  church. 

Originally  from  Argentina,  where 
she  was  an  active  member  of  The 
Brethren  Church,  Maria  and  her 
husband,  Juan  Carlos,  have  lived 
in  the  United  States  for  many  years. 
Here  they  have  served  The  Breth- 
ren Church  in  various  ways.  For  a 
number  of  years  Maria  has  recorded 
a  radio  program,  Para  ti  Mujer,  es- 
pecially for  Hispanic  women,  which 
is  broadcast  throughout  Latin  Amer- 
ica. She  is  often  called  "the  most 
listened-to  woman  in  Latin  America." 
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Joining  in  the  100th  anniversary  celebration  at  New  Paris  First  Brethren  were 
(I.  to  r.)  Pastor  Larry  Hanson;  former  pastors  Rev.  Bob  Bischof  and  Rev.  Brad 
Hardesty;  guest  speaker  Dr.  Charles  Munson;  and  youth  director  Jerrod  Furlong. 

Brethren  at  New  Paris  celebrate 
one  hundred  years  of  ministry 


New  Paris,  Ind.  —  Sunday,  No- 
vember 24,  was  a  special  day  in 
the  life  of  the  New  Paris  First 
Brethren  Church,  as  on  that  day 
the  congregation  celebrated  the 
100th  anniversary  of  its  ministry 
in  the  New  Paris  community. 

Dr.  Charles  Munson,  former  pro- 
fessor and  dean  at  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  gave  the  message 
for  the  centennial  worship  service. 
Using  Colossians  1:1-14  as  his  text, 
he  challenged  the  107  in  attend- 
ance to  charge  into  the  next  one- 
hundred  years  focused  on  the  only 
true  reference  point,  the  Word  of 
God,  doing  all  that  it  says. 

Special  music  was  provided  by  solo- 
ists Eleanor  Morehouse  and  Joyce 
Gaskin,  pianist  LaVeta  Immel,  and 
organist  David  Smoker. 

A  carry-in  dinner  followed  the  serv- 
ice, with  many  people  staying  to  en- 
joy the  meal  and  reminisce  over  the 
two  displays  of  local  church  history. 
A  concert  by  Tab  Beechler  of  Bluf- 
fton,  Ind.,  following  the  meal  was 
heard  by  more  than  70  people. 

In  all,  the  day  was  one  full  of  ex- 
citement. New  acquaintances  were 
made  and  old  friendships  renewed. 
Former  pastors  in  attendance  in- 
cluded Rev.  Woodrow  Immel,  Rev. 
Robert  Bischof,  and  Rev.  Brad 
Hardesty,  along  with  the  current 


staff,  Pastor  Larry  Hanson  and 
youth  director  Jerrod  Furlong. 

According  to  Pastor  Hanson,  "The 
New  Paris  congregation  is  alive 
and  ready  to  charge  into  the  next 
one-hundred  years  using  only  God's 
Word  as  our  reference  point,  to  ex- 
tend His  kingdom.'' 

History 

On  November  12,  1896,  a  group  of 
Brethren  in  New  Paris  purchased  a 
building  owned  by  the  Evangelical 
Association  to  use  as  a  meeting 
house.  For  a  time,  the  Brethren  and 
the  Evangelical  Association  used  the 
building  on  alternate  Sundays,  un- 
til the  Evangelical  Association  com- 
pleted its  new  building.  Early  Breth- 
ren pastors  included  A.S.  Menaugh, 
A.R.  Bemenderfer,  and  V.R.  Miller. 

In  1928  the  building  was  relocated, 
brick  veneered,  and  redecorated  in- 
side. Plumbing,  new  heating,  a  bap- 
tistry, and  a  kitchen  were  added.  A 
new  sanctuary  was  built  in  1958-59, 
and  the  old  building  was  remodeled 
into  Sunday  school  classrooms.  The 
dedication  service  was  held  June 
14,  1959,  with  Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingen- 
smith  bringing  the  message. 

Membership  of  the  congregation 
is  55  and  worship  attendance  aver- 
ages around  50  (1995  statistics). 
—  reported  by  Pastor  Larry  Hanson 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


United  Nations  requests  help 
in  Rwanda  from  World  Relief 

Wheaton,  111.  —  The  United  Na- 
tions High  Commissioner  for  Refu- 
gees has  asked  World  Relief  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangeli- 
cals to  assist  refugees  returning 
from  eastern  Zaire  to  Kigali,  the 
capital  city  of  Rwanda. 

Nearly  40,000  people  are  ex- 
pected to  return  to  the  sections  of 
the  city  in  which  World  Relief  is 
working.  Relief  workers  are  provid- 
ing them  with  high  protein,  high 
energy  biscuits,  at  least  one-month's 
ration  of  food,  soap,  blankets,  water 
containers,  and  plastic  sheeting  for 
shelter.  Because  many  Rwandan 
returnees  may  find  their  former 
homes  occupied  by  strangers, 
World  Relief  will  also  guide  return- 
ees in  settling  housing  disputes 
through  proper  channels. 

World  Relief  chose  to  work  in 
these  particular  sections  of  the  city 
so  it  could  carry  out  the  assistance 
in  cooperation  with  local  churches, 
including  those  from  the  Baptist 
Free  Methodist,  and  Evangelical 
Friends  denominations. 

To  shorten  the  amount  of  time 
families  receive  emergency  aid, 
World  Relief  has  begun  a  loan  pro- 
gram to  help  Rwandans  start  small, 
home-based  businesses  so  that  they 
can  once  again  provide  for  their  own 
needs. 


Eighty  make  first-time  confession 
in  crusade  led  by  Daniel  Rosales 


Sarasota,  Fla.  —  Despite  adverse 
weather  and  the  forces  of  evil,  80 
people  made  first-time  decisions 
for  Jesus  Christ  in  an  evangelistic 
crusade  held  November  6-10  in 
Entre  Rios,  Argentina. 

Speaker  for  the  crusade  was  Rev. 
Rosales,  pastor  of  Iglesia  de  los 
Hermanos,  our  Hispanic  Brethren 
church  in  Sarasota,  Fla.,  who  also 
heads  Reflexiones  Evangelistic 
Ministry. 

The  first  night  of  the  "Living  Wa- 
ters" evangelistic  crusade  had  to  be 
canceled  because  of  high  winds  and 
heavy  rain.  And  the  weather  was 
cold  and  windy  for  the  remainder  of 
the  services.  Nevertheless,  approxi- 
mately 550  to  600  people  attended 
every  service,  plus  others  who  lis- 
tened to  the  service  from  their  cars 
or  nearby  homes. 

But  weather  wasn't  the  only  ad- 
verse force  at  work.  One  block  from 
the  location  of  the  crusade,  a  witch 
from  Brazil  was  conducting  evil 
practices.  Two  blocks  away  in  the 
opposite  direction  was  a  house 
where  homosexuals  regularly  held 


their  orgies.  And  four  blocks  away, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Parana  River, 
was  a  Satanic  altar,  used  for  ani- 
mal sacrifices. 

But  God's  power  is  greater  than 
these  forces,  and  there  were  many 
wonderful  testimonies  of  that 
power  at  work  in  the  meetings. 
Like  the  middle-aged  woman  who 
came  forward  to  receive  Christ  and 
to  pray  with  a  counselor.  She  was 
so  joyful  that  she  began  practically 
shouting,  "I  feel  like  a  new  person!" 
And  there  was  Elizabeth,  who  gave 
her  life  to  Jesus  and  felt  the  loneli- 
ness that  has  plagued  her  all  her 
life  suddenly  disappear.  Many 
more  such  testimonies  could  be 
given  by  those  who  found  Jesus 
Christ  as  their  Lord  and  Savior 
during  those  four  nights. 

Closer  to  home,  the  Lord  has  also 
been  at  work  in  the  Brethren 
church  that  Rev.  Rosales  pastors. 
During  October  and  early  Novem- 
ber, 35  visitors  attended  the  church. 
About  30  of  these  have  continued  to 
come,  and  one  of  them  was  baptized 
on  November  24. 


Additions  are  multiplying  at 
Jefferson  Brethren  Church 

Goshen,  Ind.  —  Members  of  the 
Jefferson  Brethren  Church  were 
thrilled  Sunday,  November  24,  by 
the  baptism  of  eight  new  believers. 
More  than  160  people  attended 
the  special  evening  service  of  bap- 
tism and  the  carry- in  meal  in  honor 
of  those  being  baptized.  Many  of  those 


Catalog  is  source 
for  rare  Brethren  books 

Gettysburg,  Pa.  —  Brethren  in- 
terested in  exploring  our  church's 
heritage  but  who  have  had  diffi- 
culty locating  rare  books  now  have 
help:  it's  Catalogue  1997  from 
Brethren  Heritage  Press. 

The  catalog  lists  an  extensive  col- 
lection of  early  Brethren  materials, 
including  books  by  Alexander 
Mack,  14  books  and  Bibles  printed 
by  Christopher  Sower,  and  a  num- 


ber of  books  printed  at  the  Ephrata 
Cloister.  Also  included  are  numer- 
ous volumes  on  Brethren  history, 
various  Brethren  biographies, 
Brethren  hymn  books  of  the  18th 
and  19th  centuries,  Brethren  peri- 
odicals, as  well  as  a  selection  of 
new  Brethren-related  books — plus 
much  more. 

The  catalog  is  available  for  $5.00 
from  Brethren  Heritage  Press,  24 
Chambersburg  St.,  Gettysburg,  PA 
17325  (or  phone  717-334-8634  and 
use  your  credit  card). 
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who  attended  had  never  heard  the 
gospel  or  been  in  a  church  before. 

Two  weeks  later,  on  Sunday, 
December  8,  fourteen  people  were 
brought  into  the  membership  of  the 
Jefferson  Church,  the  eight  who  had 
been  baptized  plus  six  others  who 
came  by  transfer  of  letter.  This 
brought  the  total  number  of  mem- 
bers added  in  1996  to  nearly  40, 
with  22  first-time  confessions  and 
baptisms. 

In  addition,  six  more  people  made 
confessions  of  faith  and  were  sched- 
uled to  be  baptized  after  the  first  of 
the  year.  Six  others  were  awaiting 
letters  of  transfer  of  membership. 

"We  praise  God  for  the  miracu- 
lous outpouring  of  His  Holy  Spirit 
on  the  Jefferson  Brethren  Church," 
said  Dr.  Dan  Lawson,  pastor  of  the 
congregation. 

A  New  Year's  Prayer 
Keep  thou  my  feet:  I  do  not  ask  to  see 
The  distant  scene;  one  step  enough 
for  me.  —  John  Henry  Newman 

11 
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Death  of  the  traditional 
family  greatly  exaggerated 

Washington,  D.C.  —  Reports  of  the 
death  of  the  traditional  family  in 
America  are  greatly  exaggerated, 
according  to  William  Mattox,  Sen- 
ior Writer  for  Cultural  Renewal  for 
the  Family  Research  Council. 

A  recent  report  by  the  Census 
Bureau  begins  by  asking,  "Are  'tra- 
ditional' households  dead?"  and 
then  gives  great  attention  to  the 
fact  that  "married,  with  children" 
families  now  comprise  only  25  per- 
cent of  all  households. 

But  buried  within  the  report  is  an 
acknowledgment  that  more  than 
half  of  all  households  are  headed  by 
a  married  couple — some  of  whom 
have  not  yet  had  children  and 
others  who  have  already  raised 
their  children.  The  report  also  ac- 
knowledges that  much  of  the 
growth  of  non-family  households  is 
due  to  the  rise  in  the  number  of 
elderly  people  living  alone  after  the 
death  of  their  spouse. 

Moreover,  when  one  looks  only  at 
families  rather  than  at  households, 
77  percent  of  all  families  are  headed 
by  a  married  couple,  and  seven  of  ten 
families  with  children  are  headed  by 
a  married  couple.  Nevertheless,  the 
increase  in  single-parent  households 
continues  to  be  a  cause  for  concern. 
The  number  of  such  households  has 
nearly  doubled  in  the  past  25  years. 


Opportunity  Knocks! 
Will  Brethren  Respond? 


Bunker  Hill,  Ind.  —  An  initiative 
by  several  Brethren  churches  in 
the  Peru,  Ind.,  area  to  begin  a  new 
Brethren  church  has  run  into  a 
snag,  as  volunteers  to  take  part  in 
the  church-planting  effort  have  not 
been  forthcoming. 

The  strategy  is  to  find  a  mini- 
mum of  15  to  20  Brethren  people 
called  by  God  and  willing  to  give 
themselves  to  preparing  for,  birth- 
ing, and  growing  a  new  church. 
This  group  would  spend  January  to 
August  in  training  (two  to  four 
hours  on  two  Sunday  afternoons  a 
month)  in  preparation  for  begin- 
ning services  in  September. 

The  church 
would  be  located 
in  the  Eagles 
Point  commu- 
nity at  Grissom 
Air  Force  Base 
in  the  southern 
part  of  Miami 
County,  Ind. 
This  is  a  rapidly- 
growing  area,  as 
new  businesses 
on  the  base  and 
job    opportuni- 


Nevertheless,  the  work  would  tar- 
get in  particular  seekers  in  the 
Baby  Boomer,  Baby  Buster,  and 
Generation  X  age  groups  (high 
school  through  age  50). 

There  is  a  narrow  window  of  op- 
portunity for  planting  a  church  in 
this  area,  so  it  is  necessary  to  act 
fast.  Therefore,  Brethren  are  en- 
couraged to  be  in  earnest  prayer  for 
this  new  outreach  effort.  And  any- 
one sensing  God's  call  to  be  person- 
ally involved  in  this  church-plant- 
ing effort  should  call  Rev.  James 
Thomas,  pastor  of  the  Loree  Breth- 
ren Church,  at  317-689-7131  (office) 
or  317-689-0145  (home). 
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ties  in  nearby  Kokomo  are  bringing 
about  an  influx  of  people.  At  Gris- 
som, 1,000  houses  are  being  refur- 
bished for  resale,  with  some  of 
them  already  sold.  More  and  more 
people,  primarily  young  families, 
are  moving  into  the  community. 

The  goal  of  the  new  church  would 
be  to  reach  out  with  the  gospel  to 
every  family  in  Eagles  Point,  re- 
gardless of  the  family's  age  bracket. 


In  Memory 
Ruth  M.  (Austin)  Glessner,  90, 

a  lifelong  member  of  Trinity  Breth- 
ren Church  in  Canton,  Ohio,  and  a 
former  teacher  at  Riverside  Chris- 
tian Training  School  in  Lost  Creek, 
Ky.,  died  December  1,  1996. 

Miss  Austin  graduated  from  Ash- 
land College  in  1926,  then  spent 
two  years  teaching  at  Riverside 
School.  On  July  21,  1928,  she  mar- 
ried Earl  I.  Glessner,  and  they  cele- 
brated 63  years  of  marriage  before 
his  death  on  August  10,  1991. 


At  Trinity  Church,  Mrs.  Glessner 
faithfully  served  as  deaconess,  Sun- 
day school  teacher,  president  of 
W.M.S.,  and  treasurer  of  the  build- 
ing fund.  She  taught  school  in  the 
Canton  area  for  many  years,  retir- 
ing in  1967. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
December  4  at  the  church  by  Pastor 
James  R.  Black.  Memorial  contri- 
butions may  be  made  to  Riverside 
Christian  Training  School  (c/o  Trin- 
ity Brethren  Church,  455  55th  St. 
N.W.,  N.  Canton,  OH  44720). 
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Editor  Richard  Winfield  shares  some  thoughts  on: 


Keeping  our  focus  on  knowing  God 


SEEK  TO  KNOW  the  Lord  and 
practice  what  you  know.  This 
double-sided  admonition  was  very 
important  to  the  Brethren  who 
founded  our  denomination  in  1883. 
One  hundred  years  later  it  served 
as  the  basis  of  two  General  Confer- 
ence themes:  "Seeking  to  Know  the 
Lord"  in  1984,  and  'Practice  What 
You  Know"  in  1985. 

I  was  reminded  of  the  first  element 
of  this  admonition  by  an  account*  I 
read  recently  of  Kari  Torjesen  Mal- 
colm, who  served  for  15  years  as  a 
missionary  to  the  Philippines.  As  a 
child,  Kari  lived  in  China,  where 
her  parents  served  as  missionaries. 
During  World  War  II,  when  Kari 
was  a  teenager,  she  was  confined 
for  a  time  in  an  internment  camp. 
To  her  captors,  she  was  not  a  name, 
but  a  number — number  16. 

She  was  one  of  many  Westerners 
who  were  in  the  same  predicament, 
among  them  a  number  of  other  mis- 
sionary children.  These  young  peo- 
ple often  managed  to  get  together 
for  a  few  moments  of  prayer — 
prayer  for  freedom. 

Freedom  the  ultimate  goal 

But  as  time  passed,  Kari  began  to 
feel  uneasy  about  these  times  of 
prayer.  Freedom  was  becoming  the 
ultimate  goal,  and  God  seemed  to 
become  less  and  less  important,  ex- 
cept as  a  means  to  an  answer  to 
their  prayers  for  freedom. 

Kari  began  to  search  the  Bible 
and  to  spend  time  alone  in  prayer. 
As  a  result,  she  developed  a  new 
outlook  on  life,  and  she  no  longer 

'Included  in  Stories  of  Faith  by  Ruth 
A.  Tucker  (Zondervan  Publishing  House, 
1989). 


desired  to  join  the  others  in  their 
prayers  for  freedom. 

Her  absence  was  immediately 
noticed,  and  she  was  confronted  by 
her  friend  Debbie,  who  rebuked  her. 
It  was  a  hard  lesson  for  Kari.  "As  I 
walked  away,  I  felt  lonelier  than  I 
had  ever  felt  in  my  life. 

"It  was  only  then  that  I  was  able 
to  pray  the  prayer  that  changed  my 
life:  'Lord,  I  am  willing  to  stay  in 
this  prison  for  the  rest  of  my  life  if 
only  I  may  know  You.'  At  that  mo- 
ment I  was  free." 

Challenged  and  chastised 

I  was  both  challenged  and  chas- 
tised by  this  statement.  I  don't  know 
that  I  could  have  prayed  that  prayer 
in  her  circumstances.  But  the  Apos- 
tle Paul  certainly  could  have  done 
so.  While  also  a  prisoner,  he  wrote: 
But  whatever  was  to  my  profit  I 
now  consider  loss  for  the  sake  of 
Christ.  What  is  more,  I  consider 
everything  a  loss  compared  to  the 
surpassing  greatness  of  knowing 
Christ  Jesus  my  Lord,  for  whose 
sake  I  have  lost  all  things.  I  con- 
sider them  rubbish,  that  I  may  gain 
Christ  and  be  found  in  him  ....  I 
want  to   know  Christ  and   the 
power  of  his  resurrection  and  the 
fellowship  of  sharing  in  his  suffer- 
ings, becoming  like  him   in  his 
death,  and  so,  somehow,  to  attain 
to  the  resurrection  from  the  dead. 
Phil.  3:7-11,  niv 

Later  on  in  Philippians  (4:11-13) 
Paul  says  that  he  had  learned  to  be 
content  whatever  his  circum- 
stances— in  need  or  in  plenty;  when 
well  fed  or  when  hungry;  and  pre- 
sumable, though  he  didn't  say  it  out- 
right, in  prison  or  out  of  prison. 

This  is  true  freedom.  It's  the  free- 


dom from  knowing  Christ  and  be- 
ing found  in  Him.  It  is  not  depend- 
ent upon  circumstances  but  rises 
above  circumstances. 

Like  the  young  people  in  the  Chi- 
nese internment  camp,  our  prayer 
lives  are  often  concerned  with  "free- 
dom" (for  ourselves  and  others).  We 
pray  for  healing  for  the  sick  ("free- 
dom" from  disease  and  suffering). 
We  pray  that  people  out  of  work 
will  find  jobs  ("freedom"  from  un- 
employment). We  pray  that  prob- 
lems in  families  will  be  resolved  (for 
"freedom"  from  these  difficulties).  There 
is  nothing  wrong  with  these  prayers. 
In  fact,  God's  word  teaches  us  to  pray 
for  such  needs. 

But  we  must  be  careful  lest  hav- 
ing these  needs  met  become  the  ul- 
timate goal  of  our  prayers;  lest  the 
answer  to  our  prayers  become  more 
important  to  us  than  the  God  to 
whom  we  pray. 

Let's  keep  our  focus  on  God 

Sometimes  these  circumstances 
(sickness,  suffering,  unemployment, 
family  problems)  are  the  very  means 
God  uses  to  draw  us  closer  to  Him. 
So  let  us  keep  our  focus  on  God  and 
on  praying  according  to  His  will.  Let 
us  seek  to  know  the  Lord  and  to  be 
found  in  Him — whatever  our  circum- 
stances may  be.  [ft] 
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No  Back-Up  Plan 

By  Ronald  J.  Sider 


WHAT  would  it  take  to  change 
this  world — to  really  change 
it  for  the  better? 

I  think  the  answer  is  simple:  it 
would  take  just  a  tiny  fraction  of 
today's  Christians  truly  believing 
what  Jesus  taught  and  living  the 
way  Jesus  lived. 

An  imaginary  conversation 

Imagine  for  a  moment  this 
astonishing,  imaginary  conversa- 
tion that  Jesus  might  have  had 
with  the  archangel  Gabriel  upon 
His  triumphant  return  to  heaven. 

"Well,  how  did  it  go?"  Gabriel 
asks  Jesus.  "Did  you  complete  your 
mission  and  save  the  world?" 

"Well,  yes  and  no,"  Jesus  replies.  "I 
modeled  a  godly  life  for  about  thirty 
years.  I  preached  to  a  few  thousand 
Jews  in  one  corner  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  I  died  for  the  sins  of  the 
world  and  promised  that  those  who 
believe  in  me  will  live  forever.  And  I 
burst  forth  from  the  tomb  on  the 
third  day  to  show  my  circle  of  120 
frightened  followers  that  my  life 
and  story  are  God's  way  to  save  the 
whole  world.  Then  I  gave  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  those  120  and  left  them  to 
finish  the  task." 

"You  mean,"  Gabriel  asks  in  amaze- 
ment, "your  whole  plan  to  save  the 
world  depends  on  that  ragtag 
bunch  of  fishermen,  ex-prostitutes, 
and  tax  collectors?" 

'That's  right,"  Jesus  replies. 

"But  what  if  they  fail?"  Gabriel 
persists  with  growing  alarm 
"What's  your  back-up  plan?" 

There  is  no  back-up  plan,"  Jesus 


says  quietly. 
And  there 
is  still  no 
back-up  plan. 
God  has  de- 
cided to  use 
human  be- 
ings, not  angels,  to  spread  the  gos- 
pel and  change  the  world. 

As  the  centuries  rolled  by, 
Gabriel  marveled  as  Christianity 
spread  west  to  Europe,  north  to 
Russia,  then  farther  west  to  the 
Americas.  Finally,  in  the  explosive 
missionary  fervor  of  the  nineteenth 
and  twentieth  centuries,  he  saw  the 
Christian  faith  sweep  across  Africa 
and  multiply  rapidly  in  many  parts 
of  Asia.  The  120  people  in  the  upper 
room  had  become  almost  2  billion 
living  in  every  country  on  the  planet. 
Without  a  back-up  plan,  Jesus' 
strategy  was  working,  and  now  as 
Gabriel  peers  into  the  future  at  the 
end  of  the  twentieth  century,  he 
sees  many  reasons  for  hope.  The 
global  context  is  more  favorable,  in 
many  ways,  than  it  was  even  50 
years  ago.  Paralyzing  poverty  has 
also  been  substantially  reduced.  In 
earlier  times,  most  people  lived  at 
the  subsistence  level.  In  this  cen- 
tury, however,  new  technologies 
and  market  systems  have  created 
enormous  new  wealth.  Malnutri- 
tion has  decreased  significantly  in 
the  last  20  years. 

Christianity's  finest  hour 

The  next  century  could  be  Chris- 
tianity's finest  hour. 

As  Gabriel  ponders  more  carefully, 
however,  an  old  anxiety  resurfaces. 
In  the  centuries  since  Jesus  re- 
turned to  heaven,  vast  numbers 
claimed  to  be  Christians  without  liv- 
ing what  Jesus  taught.  Were  the  peo- 
ple who  claimed  the  name  notably 
different  from  those  who  did  not? 


Is  Jesus'  strategy  for  changing  the 
world  really  working?  The  picture 
isn't  entirely  clear  to  Gabriel.  Vast 
numbers  of  so-called  Christians  live 
just  like  their  secular  neighbors. 

Here  and  there,  however,  small 
groups  like  the  original  120  seem  to 
be  making  Jesus  the  central  pas- 
sion in  their  lives.  Everywhere  they 
are  leading  people  to  Christ,  throw- 
ing their  arms  around  the  needy, 
and  walking  arm-in-arm  with  these 
broken  people  as  Christ  restores 
them  to  wholeness.  Their  ministries 
renew  broken  families,  empower 
the  poor,  and  transform  violent 
neighborhoods . 

Jesus'  strategy  does  work 

Yes,  Gabriel  concludes,  Jesus' 
strategy  does  work — when  the  peo- 
ple who  claim  the  name  of  Christ 
are  unconditionally  committed  to 
Him. 

You  and  I  will  face  breathtaking 
possibilities  and  deadly  dangers  in 
the  next  millennium.  It  could  be 
hell.  Or  it  could  be  Christianity's 
finest  hour. 

Jesus'  goal  and  His  strategy  will 
continue  to  be  the  same.  He  will 
continue  to  plead  with  you  and  me 
to  surrender  every  fiber  of  our  being 
to  Him  and  to  carry  His  salvation  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth,  because  He 
longs  for  everyone  to  know  His  sal- 
vation. As  Creator,  He  also  wants 
everyone  to  enjoy  an  abundant  life 
on  this  good  little  planet. 

It's  up  to  us. 

There  is  no  back-up  plan.  [ft] 

Dr.  Sider  is  president  of  Evangeli- 
cals for  Social  Action  and  professor 
at  Eastern  Baptist  Theological  Sem- 
inary. This  article  is  an  excerpt  from 
his  new  book,  Genuine  Christianity 
(Zondervan  Publishing  House,  1996). 
The  article  was  provided  to  the  Evan- 
gelist by  the  publisher. 
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c£X  Pontius'  Puddle 


CrVJTION:    APPLICATION  WITHOUT 
SOGSEQOENT  COMtA\TrASNT  TO 
000'S   WSSIOM  FOR  yoo«  LIFE 
WILL  RESULT  IN  A  SEVE.SE  CASE 
OF  WATER£t>-DOWN  FAtTR- 


Editor's  note:  The  water  in  the  bottle  should  be  understood  to  represent  what  goes  into  the 
baptistry.  No  suggestion  of  baptism  by  sprinkling  or  pouring  is  intended. 
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SNAPSHOTS 

By 
Michelle  Rhude 


THE  middle-school  years  have 
to  be  some  of  the  strangest 
and  most  difficult  years  of  life. 
Children  are  becoming  teenagers 
and  hormones  are  running  ram- 
pant. I  thank  God  that  He  made 
teachers  who  enjoy  having  herds 
of  middle-schoolers  around  every 
day.  It  is  a  time  of  such  change! 

We  are  experiencing  this  tran- 
sition in  our  home  right  now.  We 
have  a  twelve-year-old  son  who  is 
having  a  difficult  time  adjusting 
to  middle  school.  His  life  changed 
dramatically  with  the  onset  of  the 
new  school  year.  In  elementary 
school  he  had  little — if  any — 
homework,  and  he  arrived  home 
early  in  the  afternoon.  This  year 
he  has  homework  daily  in  at  least 
five  of  his  ten  classes,  is  expected 
to  practice  for  band  90  minutes 
each  week,  and  doesn't  arrive 
home  until  just  after  4:00  p.m. 

These  changes  have  severely 
cramped  his  style.  They  limit  dra- 
matically his  available  time  to 
play  computer  games,  watch  TV, 
and  enjoy  other  activities. 

Homework  has  never  been  high 
on  his  list  of  enjoyable  endeavors, 


but  right  now  it  seems  especially 
unbearable  to  him.  Consequently, 
his  response  has  been  simply  to 
avoid  it.  He  is  extremely  bright, 
and,  thankfully,  there  are  a  few 
classes — reading  and  science — 
that  he  really  enjoys.  In  these 
classes  his  grades  are  excellent. 
But  in  the  rest  of  his  classes,  he  is 
struggling  to  pass,  not  because  he 
doesn't  understand  the  material 
but  because  he  has  chosen  not  to 
do  that  which  he  doesn't  enjoy. 

As  his  parents,  we  are  trying  to 
help  him  understand  that  as  he 
grows  up,  he  will  experience  more 
and  more  situations  in  which  he 
will  be  expected  to  do  something 
he  may  not  be  completely  thrilled 
about.  Not  being  thrilled,  how- 
ever, doesn't  excuse  him  from  the 
obligation. 

It's  not  an  easy  lesson  to  learn. 
Many  adults  haven't  learned  it. 
Watching  him  struggle  is  difficult 
for  us.  He's  actively  resisting  the 
obligations  of  growing  up.  He  would 
much  rather  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
growth  without  the  associated  re- 
sponsibilities. (Wouldn't  we  all?) 

Many  of  us  are  in  my  son's  posi- 


tion when  it  comes  to  our  spiri- 
tual growth.  We  want  the  benefits 
of  being  a  Christian  but  not  the 
disciplines.  The  author  of  He- 
brews, in  the  first  verse  of  the 
sixth  chapter,  encourages  us  to 
grow  up:  "Therefore  let  us  leave 
the  elementary  teachings  about 
Christ  and  go  on  to  maturity,  not 
laying  again  the  foundation  of  re- 
pentance from  acts  that  lead  to 
death,  and  of  faith  in  God." 

Some  of  the  same  habits  my  son 
needs  to  acquire  are  ones  that  are 
the  key  to  our  spiritual  growth. 
We  need  study  and  practice.  We 
need  the  essential  daily  discipline 
of  reading  God's  word.  We  need  to 
spend  time  with  Him  daily  in 
prayer.  We  cannot  act  according 
to  God's  heart  if  we  have  not 
dwelt  there. 

So  I  ask  you  what  I  daily  ask 
my  son:  "Have  you  done  your 
homework  today?"  [ft] 

"Snapshots"  is  a  monthly  column 
that  seeks  to  illuminate  our  relation- 
ship with  God  by  focusing  on  some  of 
the  every- 
day experi- 
ences of  life. 
Mrs.  Rhude 
is  an  active 
participant 
in  the  life 
and  minis- 
try of  the 
Jefferson 
Brethren 
Church  of 
Goshen,  Ind. 


E-mail  to  the  Editor 

More  on  integrity:  I  read  with 
great  interest  and  enthusiasm  the 
article  "Integrity  in  the  ministry  of 
the  church"  in  the  December  issue 
of  the  Evangelist  (pp.  1  and  2).  I 
wholeheartedly  agree  that  integ- 
rity in  all  areas  is  vital  for  the  wit- 
ness of  the  church. 

In  my  personal  experience  with 
Christian  Copyright  Licensing,  Inc., 
(CCLI)  and  a  local  copyright  attor- 
ney, I  have  some  additional  infor- 
mation regarding  copyright  restric- 
tions that  may  be  helpful. 

CCLI  permits  the  projection  and 
reproduction  of  lyrics  of  songs  copy- 
righted by  subscribing  companies. 
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This  permission,  however,  does  not 
extend  to  the  arrangements  of  those 
songs.  For  example,  a  CCLI  license 
will  permit  the  projection  of  the 
words  and  melody  line  of  a  chorus, 
or  the  printing  of  the  words  of  a 
chorus  in  a  bulletin.  But  it  would 
not  cover  the  reproduction  of  the 
harmonies,  piano  book,  or  instru- 
mental score,  because  the  arrange- 
ment carries  a  separate  copyright. 
Most  choruses  and  many  hymns 
carry  something  like,  "Copyrighted 
by  XYZ  company.  This  arrange- 
ment copyrighted  by  ABC  com- 
pany." 

In  other  words,  churches  need  to 
purchase  enough  chorus  books  for 
their  worship  team  to  view,   and 


enough  instrumental  books  for 
each  keyboardist  and  instrumen- 
talist to  see,  even  with  a  CCLI 
license  (rather  than  purchasing  one 
and  then  making  copies). 

I  hope  this  further  assists  our 
churches  in  being  sensitive  to  the 
law  and  the  right  of  composers 
(and,  in  this  case,  arrangers)  to 
make  a  fair  profit  for  their  creative 
talents. 

Rev.  G.  Emery  Hurd 
Cheyenne,  Wyo.  Brethren  Church 


It  is  never  right  to  do  a  little  wrong 
to  obtain  the  greatest  possible  good. 
Your  duty  is  to  do  the  right — the 
consequences  are  with  God. 

—  C.H.  Spurgeon 


Reaching  New  Heights 
in  Derby,  Kansas 

A  good-news  account  of  God  at  work 

in  The  Brethren  Church 

By  Joyce  Medved 


THE  SIGN  on  the  front  lawn  of 
the  church  property  stated 
clearly  and  simply:  "CLOSED."  As 
of  June  17,  1996,  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Derby,  Kansas,  had 
closed  for  ministry.  "And  now,"  as 
Paul  Harvey  might  say,  "the  rest  of 
the  story." 

Over  the  past  several  months,  the 
Lord  has  been  working  in  Derby, 
Kansas,  in  tremendous  ways.  Actu- 
ally, as  I  look  back,  He  has  really 
been  working  on  this  particular 
plan  for  several  years.  He  stepped 
up  the  pace  approximately  four 
years  ago.  And  the  last  eight  months 
have  been  a  whirlwind! 

God  has  a  plan  for  us 

During  the  past  two  or  three  years, 
we  have  been  repeatedly  reminded 
that  God  has  a  plan  for  us.  Every 
Sunday  we  dutifully  met  together 
for  Sunday  school  and  worship.  The 
worship  service  followed  a  familiar 
routine — welcome  and  announce- 
ments, prelude,  call  to  worship, 
prayer,  offering,  message,  benedic- 
tion. We  remained  faithful  to  the 
church,  knowing  that  God  had  a  plan 
for  us. 

We  talked  endlessly  about  pos- 
sibilities— about  our  hopes,  our 
dreams,  what  the  church  should  be, 
what  the  church  shouldn't  be — 
knowing  that  God  had  a  plan  for  us. 
We  continued  holding  committee 
meetings,  board  meetings,  congre- 
gational meetings — knowing  that 

Mrs.  Medved  is  a  longtime  member  of 
The  Brethren  Church.  She  grew  up  in 
the  Ft.  Scott,  Kans.,  Brethren  congrega- 
tion and  later,  as  an  adult,  joined  the 
Derby  First  Brethren  Church.  She  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Derby  congrega- 
tion and  served  as  a  deaconess  before 
the  reorganization.  She  is  employed  at 
Riverside  Hospital  in  Wichita,  where 
she  works  in  utilization  review. 


God  had  a  plan  for  us.  We  experienced 
a  number  of  trials  and  triumphs, 
both  personally  and  as  a  congrega- 
tion— knowing  that  God  had  a  plan 
for  us.  We  prayed,  read,  studied — 
knowing  that  God  had  a  plan  for  us. 
God  did  have  a  plan  for  us,  but 
He  was  waiting.  He  was  waiting  for 
us  to  gain  strength  and  to  increase 
in  maturity.  He  was  waiting  for  us 
to  gain  the  sense  of  unity  that 
would  be  necessary  for  His  plan.  He 
was  preparing  us  to  meet  the  chal- 
lenges of  the  plan.  He  was  bringing 
together  the  people  He  needed  to 
carry  out  His  plan.  He  was  waiting 
for  us  to  step  out  in  faith  and  to 
follow  His  leading — and  we  did. 

An  exciting  new  journey 

In  a  congregational  meeting  on 
Sunday,  June  16,  1996,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Derby  First  Brethren 
Church,  with  a  deep  sense  of  unity 
and  vision,  voted  overwhelmingly 
to  close  the  church,  effective  the  fol- 
lowing day.  By  that  action  we  set 
out,  under  the  leadership  of  Pastor 
Mark  Britton  and  his  wife,  Cathy, 


on  an  exciting  journey  to  a  new  style 
of  ministry,  which  God  had  clearly 
designed  for  our  community.  Our 
goal  was  to  reopen  the  church  by 
December  1,  1996. 

Following  the  closing  of  the  church, 
we  began  working  our  way  through 
the  innumerable  details  of  prepar- 
ing for  a  new  ministry.  In  fact,  we 
approached  our  weekly  planning  and 
study  sessions  as  though  we  were 
beginning  a  new  church.  And  with 
God's  provision,  we  were  able  to  ac- 
quire the  funds  necessary  to  carry 
out  His  plan. 

An  enormous  list  of  projects 

One  of  the  first  tasks  we  under- 
took was  to  compile  and  prioritize 
an  enormous  list  of  projects  that 
would  need  to  be  completed  by 
December  1.  Those  projects  centered 
on  two  principle  areas — remodeling 
the  church  property  and  planning 
the  details  of  the  new  ministry. 

While  we  were  fortunate  to  be  in 
possession  of  the  church  property, 
it  was  in  need  of  major  renovation. 
We  outlined  in  great  detail  what 
needed  to  be  done  and  carefully  pri- 
oritized our  list.  We  held  a  garage 
sale  to  clear  out  the  old  and  make 
way  for  the  new.  We  stripped  wall- 
paper; painted  ceilings,  walls,  and 
cabinets;  stripped  and  revarnished 
woodwork;  tore  down  old  walls  and 
built  new  ones;  remodeled  bath- 
rooms; pulled  up  old  carpet  and  laid 
new  vinyl  flooring  and  carpet 
throughout  most  of  the  building; 
completed  two  new  concrete  drive- 
ways and  a  walkway  between  the 


In  preparation  for  the  new  ministry,  both  the  church  building  and  the  church 
property  underwent  extensive  renovation. 
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church  facility  and  a  second  build- 
ing; installed  a  new  sound  system; 
decorated  a  new  nursery,  toddler, 
and  preschool  area;  installed  new 
signs;  and  spread  new  gravel  in  the 
parking  lot — just  to  mention  a  few 
of  the  projects. 

As  a  result,  we  are  now  "experts" 
in  renovation  techniques.  We've 
learned  a  lot — that  heat  guns  are 
hot,  utility  knives  are  sharp,  el- 
bows and  boards  will  break  win- 
dows, and  that  your  entire  body 
will  not  fit  in  an  uncovered  floor 
vent,  no  matter  how  hard  you  try. 
Through  it  all,  we  are  thankful  for 
God's  provision  and  protection. 

Planning  for  ministry 

With  regards  to  planning  and  pre- 
paring for  ministry,  we  spent  the 
first  several  weeks  in  an  investiga- 
tive phase.  We  had  a  definite  sense 
of  where  God  was  leading  us,  but 
we  weren't  certain  of  the  final  de- 
sign of  our  new  ministry. 

One  of  the  first  things  we  did  was 
study  statistics  on  the  city  of  Derby 
to  assist  us  in  understanding  our 
community.  On  the  basis  of  that 
study,  we  chose  a  name  for  our  new 
ministry — New  Heights  Christian 
Fellowship.  Several  factors  influenced 
the  choice  of  that  name:  it  is  indica- 
tive of  our  geographical  location  in 
the  city;  it  is  non-threatening  to  the 
unchurched;  and  it  reflects  our 
ministry  and  worship  style. 

We  also  spent  a  portion  of  our 
weekly  sessions  studying  a  book,  The 
Purpose  Driven  Church,  Growth 
Without  Compromising  Your  Mes- 
sage &  Mission  by  Rick  Warren. 
This  book  is  an  excellent  resource 
on  how  to  build  a  healthy,  Bible- 
based  ministry.  We  came  to  refer  to 
it  as  The  Book."  Between  January 
and  June  of  1996,  God  repeatedly 
used  a  number  of  people  to  bring 
this  book  to  our  attention.  If  your 
church  is  considering  revamping  its 
ministry  style,  you  should  definite- 
ly read  The  Book." 

The  part  of  the  investigative  phase 
that  I  enjoyed  most  was  what  I  re- 
ferred to  as  our  Sunday  morning 
field  trips.  For  the  first  several 
weeks  after  closing  the  church,  we 
continued  to  worship  together  as  a 
congregation  on  Sunday  mornings 
by  visiting  a  variety  of  churches  in 
the  Wichita  area.  (Derby  is  a  sub- 


urb of  Wichita.)  Our  goal  in  attend- 
ing these  churches  was  two-fold. 
First,  we  wanted  to  attend  churches 
with  a  ministry  and  worship  style 
similar  to  the  style  we  believed  God 
had  planned  for  us.  And  second,  we 
wanted  to  experience  church  as 
guests.  We  wanted  to  see  what 
makes  a  newcomer  feel  comfortable 
or  uncomfortable. 


"Love  draws  people  in 
like  a  powerful  magnet. 

A  lack  of  love  drives 

people  away.  Long  before 

the  pastor  preaches,  the 

visitors  are  already 

deciding  if  they  will 

come  back." 

—  The  Purpose  Driven  Church 

by  Rick  Warren 

(Zondervan,  1995) 


We  attended  five  different  congre- 
gations, visiting  each  of  them  at  least 
twice.  We  visited  small  churches  and 
large  churches;  young  churches  (one 
six  months  of  age)  and  old  churches; 
churches  affiliated  with  a  denomi- 
nation and  independent  churches; 
ethnically  blended  churches  and 
ethnically  non-blended  churches; 
churches  with  male  pastors  and 
those  with  female  pastors;  churches 
with  praise  teams  and  one  church 
with  a  choir  of  approximately  70 
members  that  was  anything  but  tra- 
ditional. We  truly  gained  invaluable 
information  and  experiences  from 
these  field  trips. 

When  we  finished  our  field  expe- 
rience, we  began  meeting  together 
again  on  Sunday  mornings  in  the 
basement  of  the  church  building.  We 
would  meet  at  8:00  a.m.  for  break- 
fast, have  a  planning  and  study  ses- 
sion, and  conclude  with  a  time  of 
praise  and  worship.  It  was  during 
these  Sunday  morning  planning  and 
study  sessions  that  all  the  details  of 
the  new  ministry  finally  began  to 
fall  into  place. 


few  Heights 
Christian  Fellowship 


We  selected  a  logo  to  represent 
our  new  ministry  and  ordered  polo- 
style  shirts  with  our  new  name  on 


them  to  wear  when  participating  in 
community  events.  We  ordered  cof- 
fee mugs  with  our  new  name  on 
them,  and  we  developed  a  brochure 
about  our  ministry.  During  these 
Sunday  morning  sessions,  we  also 
studied  our  way  through  courses  on 
membership,  maturity,  ministry,  and 
missions,  as  offered  at  Rick  War- 
ren's Saddleback  Valley  Community 
Church  in  California.  This  is  a  sys- 
tem of  education  we  plan  to  incor- 
porate into  our  ministry  as  well. 

We  also  enlisted  the  assistance  of 
a  marketing  firm,  which  helped  us 
design  and  send  out  a  series  of 
three  mass  mailings  leading  up  to 
our  Celebration  Sunday  on  Decem- 
ber 1  and  to  our  Christmas  eve 
services.  (We  had  three  services  on 
Christmas  eve.)  The  response  was 
tremendous! 

As  for  our  organizational  struc- 
ture, we  now  function  without  the 
myriad  of  committees,  boards,  and 
meetings  that  were  part  of  our 
past.  We  have  a  Leadership  Team 
that  is  composed  of  a  core  group  of 
interested  people.  This  team  serves 
as  a  support  and  advisory  group  for 
the  pastor  and  will  assist  in  facili- 
tating and/or  providing  leadership 
for  the  various  aspects  of  ministry 
in  the  church.  It  is  our  goal  to  pro- 
vide an  environment  in  which  peo- 
ple are  serving  God  through  the  use 
of  their  spiritual  gifts.  We  believe 
our  ministry  will  be  more  effective 
if  we  are  not  simply  filling  positions 
because  they  exist. 

Pastoral  leadership 

Our  new  style  of  ministry  also  al- 
lows the  pastor  to  lead  the  congre- 
gation as  he  has  been  called  by  God 
to  do.  We  trust  him  to  make  deci- 
sions regarding  the  church,  and  we 
give  him  the  freedom  to  carry  out 
the  responsibilities  of  his  position 
without  constant  scrutiny.  We  believe 
that  our  pastor  should  be  allowed  to 
do  ministry  according  to  God's  leading 
rather  than  spending  days  fulfilling 
human  expectations. 

We  also  believe  God  has  led  us  to  a 
style  of  ministry  that  focuses  not  on 
Christians  but  on  the  unchurched. 
Our  goal — God's  plan — is  to  use  our 
Sunday  morning  worship  service  as 
a  means  to  reach  the  unsaved  and 
believers  who  have  fallen  away 
from  active  involvement  in  a  church 
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family.  Nevertheless,  even  the 
most  mature  Christian  should  find 
the  services  meaningful  and  en- 
couraging. Our  ministry  is  designed 
to  show  people  how  Jesus  Christ 
can  be  a  relevant  and  positive  part 
of  their  daily  lives. 

So  what  will  you  find  when  you 
visit  New  Heights?  You  will  find  a 
place  where  everyone  feels  wel- 
come. The  atmosphere  is  relaxed. 
You  can  come  dressed  up  or  dressed 
down.  There  is  no  pulpit.  And  don't 
expect  to  see  Pastor  Mark  Britton 
in  a  suit.  The  message  is  presented 
in  a  relaxed  style.  Pastor  Mark  clearly 
explains  the  relevance  of  biblical 
principles  to  our  daily  lives. 


"Making  a  service 
'comfortable'  for  the  un- 
churched doesn't  mean 
changing  your  theology. 
It  means  changing 

the  environment.'' 

—  The  Purpose  Driven  Church 

by  Rick  Warren 

(Zondervan,  1995) 


The  music  consists  of  contempo- 
rary praise  music,  both  upbeat  and 
prayerful.  The  organ  and  piano  have 
been  replaced  by  a  praise  team  of 
vocalists  with  Clavinova  (keyboard), 
drums,  tambourines,  shakers,  and 
guitar.  People  are  free  to  lift  their 
voices,  raise  their  hands,  clap  their 
hands,  dance,  sit,  or  stand.  You'll 
see  dramatic  presentations  and 
hear  faith  stories.  And  we  have  a 
coffee  break  during  the  service!  A 
children's  praise  and  worship  serv- 
ice is  available  for  the  kids. 

In  January  we  began  offering  a 
membership  class.  A  variety  of  small 
groups  are  also  beginning  to  meet 
in  homes.  We  are  excited! 

Visibility  in  the  community 

We  also  believe  that  to  success- 
fully fulfill  God's  plan  for  us,  we 
need  to  become  a  visible  and  active 
part  of  our  community.  We  performed 
a  community  service  in  October  by 
handing  out  free  nine-volt  batteries 
for  home  smoke  alarms.  And  we  pre- 
pared and  served  a  Christmas  din- 
ner for  an  area  Good  Sam  Club  in 
early  December. 

We  also  participated  in  the  com- 
munity Christmas  parade  in  Decern- 


The  rest  of  the  rest  of  the  story 

By  Pastor  Mark  Britton 


A  TOTAL  of  114  people  attended 
our  first  service  on  Sunday, 
December  1.  Fourteen  of  these  peo- 
ple were  from  family  units  new  to 
the  church.  A  personal  follow-up 
visit  was  made  to  each  of  these  new 
family  units  by  a  member  of  the 
church,  who  took  the  family  a  candy- 
filled  coffee  mug  with  our  church 
name  on  it.  Then  later  in  the  week, 
I  sent  each  family  a  personal  note 
thanking  them  for  their  visit. 

In  the  weeks  since  our  first  serv- 
ice, we  have  seen  an  average  of  four 
new  family  units  per  week.  Nearly 
all  of  them  have  come  in  response 
to  our  direct  mailings.  I'm  convinced 
that  direct  mail  works,  especially 
in  a  metropolitan  area  like  Derby. 


Now  we  are  beginning  to  see  new 
people  who  have  become  regular  in 
their  attendance  starting  to  bring 
their  friends.  This  is  the  way  that  I 
believe  we  will  grow. 

Our  average  attendance  has 
been  60,  which  is  pretty  good  con- 
sidering that  we  started  with  a  core 
of  28.  We  have  had  eight  family 
units  become  regular  attenders  in 
just  over  one  month. 

The  features  of  our  worship  serv- 
ices that  people  have  been  telling 
us  they  like  include  the  relaxed  at- 
mosphere; the  upbeat  music;  the 
coffee  break  in  the  service;  and  that 
we  have  a  quality  program  (Team 
KIDS)  for  their  older  children  dur- 
ing the  service.  [ft] 


ber.  The  kids  submitted  a  proposal 
to  the  adults  for  some  financial 
assistance  and  then  designed  and 
built  a  float  for  the  parade.  They 
also  handed  out  candy  canes  to  the 
crowd.  The  adults  were  a  big  hit  as 
they  wandered  through  the  crowd 
(in  their  New  Heights  shirts)  pass- 
ing out  free  hot  chocolate  and  cof- 
fee. We  are  also  looking  forward  to 
April,  when  Rev.  Rickey  Bolden,  pas- 
tor of  Southeast  Christian  Fellow- 
ship in  Washington,  D.C.,  will  spend 
a  couple  of  days  in  Derby  as  part  of 
a  community  outreach  event. 

Our  Celebration  Sunday  on  De- 
cember 1  was  exhilarating!  We  had 
114  in  attendance  and  truly  felt  God's 
presence.  Each  week  since  has  been 
an  exciting  continuation  of  our  great 
adventure.  For  the  first  time  in  my 
life,  I  can  honestly  say  I'm  excited 
about  inviting  people  to  church! 

We  want  to  say  Thank  you"  to 
the  many  Brethren  who  have  sup- 
ported us  by  your  prayers  and  your 
contributions  of  time  and  talent. 
We  have  been  blessed  enormously 
by  the  love  and  commitment  of  the 
many  Christian  brothers  and  sis- 
ters whose  paths  have  crossed  ours 
in  the  past  several  months.  They 
have  provided  us  with  confirmation 
of  God's  will  for  our  lives.  They 
have  been  our  encouragers.  They 
have  shared  their  time,  skills,  and 
possessions  with  us  as  we  worked 
to  refurbish  the  church  property 


and  develop  a  new  style  of  ministry. 
And  they've  shared  their  hearts, 
their  life  stories,  and  their  words  of 
wisdom. 

Before  I  close,  I  must  also  men- 
tion our  children.  They  have  worked 
side  by  side  with  us  throughout  the 
past  several  months.  They've  given 
up  special  activities  and  time  with 
friends  to  spend  14-hour  days  at  the 
church  doing  their  part.  The  older 
ones  watched  the  younger  ones 
while  their  parents  worked.  They 
also  helped  when  possible,  mowing 
grass,  sweeping  floors,  hauling 
debris  to  the  dumpster,  cleaning, 
painting,  scraping  up  old  vinyl 
flooring,  moving  furniture  and  sup- 
plies from  room  to  room  and  build- 
ing to  building  as  we  worked 
around  them,  and  so  much  more. 
We  have  truly  been  blessed  with 
great  kids! 

The  hand  of  God 

In  the  past  several  months,  we 
have  seen  God's  hand  and  heard 
His  voice  as  never  before.  We  have 
been  blessed  by  His  provision  and 
guidance.  He  has  given  us  strength 
and  endurance.  We  have  experienced 
His  love  in  ways  too  numerous  to 
mention.  It  is  our  desire  that  each 
person  who  enters  the  doors  at  New 
Heights  Christian  Fellowship  will 
experience  what  we  believe  God  of- 
fers to  all — compassion,  mercy,  grace, 
comfort,  healing,  and  hope.  [ft] 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


A  Report  from  Peru 

By  Reilly  Smith 


TTOLA  from  Lima,  Peru!  I  had 
Han  opportunity  to  visit  Breth- 
ren mission  work  in  Peru  from  Janu- 
ary 10  to  16,  and  I  bring  back  greet- 
ings from  our  Brethren  missionaries 
Miguel  and  Sonia  Antunez.  I  also 
bring  greetings  from  the  Women's 
Missionary  Society  of  Peru,  which 
sent  greetings  to  all  the  churches, 
and  especially  to  their  sisters  in  the 
United  States. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  diffi- 
cult— but  exciting — one  for  Breth- 
ren mission  work  in  Peru.  Early  last 
fall,  Pastor  Antunez  had  to  close 
the  work  in  La  Perla.  This  work 
had  been  led  by  Pastor  Machi  Pan- 
dura,  but  he  resigned  last  May. 
Miguel  met  with  the  group  for  sev- 
eral months  but  decided  to  close  the 
work  since  it  was  making  no  pro- 
gress. Most  of  the  people  in  the  group 
moved  into  other  churches,  includ- 
ing a  few  who  went  back  to  Tupac 
Amaru,  the  mother  congregation. 

Seminary  studies 

In  addition  to  his  other  responsi- 
bilities, Miguel  suffered  through 
Hebrew  in  seminary  this  year.  Af- 
ter much  hard  work  and  with  a  lot 
of  determination,  he  passed  the 
course.  His  grades  are  good  for  a 
very  busy  man.  Pray  for  him  during 
the  coming  year,  because  the  sem- 
inary wants  him  to  finish  by  the 
spring  of  1998.  He  can  do  so,  but  it 
will  require  a  very  heavy  workload. 

The  ministry  oilglesia  de  los  Her- 


manos  en  el  Peru  is  growing.  The 
house  purchased  by  our  national 
W.M.S.  for  the  church  needs  major 
renovations  to  permit  more  growth. 
An  architect  is  working  on  a  plan  to 
lower  the  floor  to  ground  level  and 
to  add  a  mezzanine  for  ventilation 
and  storage,  plus  two  floors  above 
for  classrooms/fellowship  hall  and  a 


The  Republic  of  Peru,  located  on  the 
Pacific  coast  of  South  America,  has  a 
population  of  24.5  million  people. 
Lima,  the  country's  capital  and  larg- 
est city,  has  a  population  in  its  metro- 
politan area  of  approximately  5.7 
million  people.  The  country  is  largely 
Roman  Catholic. 


parsonage.  The  plan  would  in- 
crease seating  capacity  from  45  to 
about  160  and  add  classroom  space. 
The  project  can  be  done  in  two 
phases:  (1)  sanctuary  and  mezza- 
nine; (2)  fellowship  hall  and  par- 
sonage. It  will  cost  between  35 
thousand  and  40  thousand  dollars. 
Iglesia  de  los  Hermanos  en  el 
Peru  has  approximately  40  people 
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who  attend.  They  sit  in  the  living 
room,  the  dining  room,  and  the 
kitchen  (the  children),  and  are 
nearly  stacked  on  top  of  one  an- 
other. They  recently  presented  an 
outdoor  play,  which  drew  more  than 
100  people  from  the  neighborhood. 
The  church  made  several  new  con- 
tacts. But  perhaps  more  impor- 
tantly, people  who  formerly  op- 
posed the  church  began  allowing 
their  children  to  attend  Sunday 
school,  Bible  clubs,  and  other  ac- 
tivities. Some  of  the  parents  have 
even  visited. 

Worship  at  the  church  is  lively. 
Sunday  school  is  lively  as  welL  I 
was  surprised  at  the  depth  of  teach- 
ing the  children  were  receiving.  They 
were  paying  attention,  too! 

Church  camp 

Miguel  took  me  along  to  pick  up 
children  attending  church  camp. 
Camp  was  just  as  I  remember  it — 
wild,  noisy,  and  exciting.  The  kids 
sang,  romped,  clapped,  and  testi- 
fied. An  astonishing  number  of  them 
displayed  real  humility  and  depth 
of  faith.  Miguel  was  moved  to  tears 
several  times,  and  I,  likewise,  was 
touched  by  what  I  understood. 
Some  of  those  children  really  made 
profound  commitments  to  Christ. 

On  Sunday  evening,  January  12, 
I  had  the  opportunity  to  preach.  I 
shared  a  message  about  "Being 
Brethren."  I  drew  the  Brethren  seal 
on  a  marker  board,  using  it  for  the 
focal  point  of  my  thoughts.  I  em- 
phasized the  need  to  have  a  living 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.  A 
living  relationship  dictates  that  our 
faith  must  be  reflected  in  our  daily 
lives.  Faith  results  in  spiritual 
fruit,  changed  character,  and  obedi- 
ent lives. 

I  also  explained  that  the  Breth- 
ren strive  to  follow  the  practices  of 
the  early  church,  and  not  just  our 
distinctive  methods  of  baptizing  and 
of  celebrating  Communion.  In  addi- 
tion, I  spoke  about  the  responsibil- 
ity of  each  member  to  talk  to  others 
about  faith  in  Christ;  to  help  those 
who  are  new  in  the  faith  to  live 
a  Christian  life;  to  find  and  fulfill 
one's  place  in  the  ministry  of  the 
church;  and  to  encourage  one  an- 
other as  we  live  and  minister.       [t] 

Rev.  Smith  is  Director  of  Missionary 
Ministries  for  The  Brethren  Church. 
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Free  Membership  in  The  Andrew  Center 
Available  to  All  Brethren  Churches 


IN  1997  The  Brethren  Church  is 
again  offering  Brethren  congre- 
gations complimentary  member- 
ships in  The  Andrew  Center.  This 
is  the  third  year  the  memberships 
have  been  offered  at  no  charge  to 
Brethren  churches. 

What  is  The  Andrew  Center? 

The  Andrew  Center  is  a  multi- 
denominational  service  center  whose 
mission  is  "to  multiply  the  number 
of  persons  turning  to  Jesus  Christ 
by  multiplying  the  number  of  lead- 
ers and  congregations  spiritually 
alive  and  evangelistically  effective." 

As  one  of  the  partner  denomina- 
tions in  The  Andrew  Center,  The 
Brethren  Church  has  direct  input 
into  the  services  the  center  offers. 
Ronald  W.  Waters,  our  denomina- 


tional Consultant  for  Evangelism  and 
Church  Growth,  serves  as  a  congrega- 
tional advisor  to  Brethren  churches 
through  The  Andrew  Center.  Ron 
also  serves  on  the  Evangelism  Man- 
agement Team,  the  coordinating 
body  for  the  center. 

Other  partner  denominations  in 
The  Andrew  Center  are  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  General  Confer- 
ence Mennonite  Church,  and  the 
Mennonite  Church. 

What  are  the  benefits? 

"Our  partnership  in  The  Andrew 
Center  offers  us  the  benefits  of  a 
full-service  resourcing  agency  for 
evangelism,  church  growth,  and  re- 
vitalization  strategies  at  a  fraction 
of  the  cost  of  providing  these  serv- 
ices alone,"  Waters  says.  "In  fact,  it 
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Have  a  Heart  for  the  Lost" 
during  February 


F 


EBRUARY  is 
the  month 
1^  each  year  when 
fl  W  The  Brethren 
Wy  Church  puts  spe- 
cial emphasis  on 
evangelism.  This 
year,  as  part  of 
that  emphasis, 
congregations  have  been  encour- 
aged to: 

V  Conduct  a  special  prayer 
emphasis  related  to  evan- 
gelism; 

V  Plan  a  new  outreach  min- 
istry to  be  implemented  dur- 
ing or  after  the  month  of 
February; 

V  Receive  a  special  offering 
for  outreach.  Church  mem- 
bers are  encouraged  to  con- 
tribute $5.00  per  person  or 
$10.00  per  family  to  a  "Have 
a  Heart"  offering. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  local 
church  use  one-half  of  this  offer- 
ing for  local  outreach  efforts  and 


send  the  other  half  to  The  Breth- 
ren Church  for  denominational 
outreach  and  evangelism  minis- 
tries (such  as  complimentary 
congregational  memberships  in 
The  Andrew  Center  and  support 
for  the  office  of  Consultant  for 
Evangelism  and  Church  Growth). 
Churches  that  do  not  budget 
their  full  Fair  Share  support  for 
Brethren  Church  Congrega- 
tional Ministries  are  especially 
encouraged  to  take  a  "Have  a 
Heart"  offering  to  bolster  their 
denominational  support. 

If  your  church  does  not  take  a 
"Have  a  Heart"  offering,  you  may 
still  contribute  by  sending  your 
check  designated  for  "Have  a 
Heart"  to: 

The  Brethren  Church 
524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  OH  44805 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  in 
evangelism  locally  and  denomi- 
nationally. And  thank  you  for  your 
financial  support  this  month.    [+1 


would  be  impossible  for  us  to  pro- 
vide some  of  the  services  at  all  if  we 
tried  to  work  alone." 

Benefits  of  congregational  mem- 
bership include:  subscription  for  up 
to  13  persons  to  New  Beginnings 
(edited  for  the  center  by  Ron  Wa- 
ters and  designed  by  Nancy  Hunn 
of  the  Nappanee,  Ind.,  First  Breth- 
ren Church);  free  congregational 
profile  and  leadership  self-study 
tools;  one  hour  of  free  consultation 
time  with  Steve  Clapp,  the  senior 
consultant  to  the  center;  and  dis- 
counts on  Andrew  Center  books 
and  seminars. 

Congregational  memberships  for 
churches  from  non-partner  denomi- 
nations range  from  $175  to  $600, 
depending  on  size. 

Brethren  churches  which  have 
not  yet  taken  advantage  of  this  out- 
standing offer  may  do  so  by  calling 
the  center  at  1-800-774-3360  and 
asking  about  a  Brethren  Church 
complimentary  membership.  The 
complimentary  memberships  are 
made  possible  by  a  grant  scholar- 
ship provided  to  The  Andrew  Cen- 
ter by  The  Brethren  Church.        [ft] 


Opportunities  for  1997 

from 

The  Andrew  Center 


THE  ANDREW  CENTER  has  an- 
nounced an  expanded  line-up  of 
seminars  for  1997.  As  a  denomina- 
tional partner  in  the  center,  The 
Brethren  Church  is  a  co-sponsor  of 
these  events. 

New  seminars 

Three  new  seminars  are  being  in- 
troduced this  year. 

Unlocking  Church  Doors: 
Ten  Keys  to  Positive  Change 

by  Paul  Mundey 
This  day-long  seminar  is  an  expan- 
sion of  material  Mundey  presented 
at  the  1996  General  Conference.  The 
focus  of  the  seminar  will  be  on  stimu- 
lating and  effecting  change  in  estab- 
lished churches  in  ways  that  will  re- 
sult in  a  positive  and  progressive 
advancement  of  the  work  of  Christ. 
Mundey  is  the  former  director  of  The 
Andrew  Center  and  is  now  a  pastor. 
Unlocking  Church  Doors  will  be 
presented: 
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•  March  15  at  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church,  Ashland,  Ohio  (special 
price  of  $15  for  this  location) 

•  April  19  at  Lititz,  Pa.,  Mennonite 
Church 

•  May  3  at  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Men- 
nonite Church. 

Hospitality  and  the 
Vital  Church 

by  Pastor  Fred  Bernhard 
This  seminar  will  teach  practical 
strategies  for  becoming  a  truly  wel- 
coming congregation.  When  Bern- 
hard  applied  them  in  his  small-town 
church,  worship  attendance  grew  19 
percent  and  Sunday  school  attend- 
ance grew  36  percent  in  just  three 
months!  The  seminar  will  be  offered: 

•  April  19  at  Clarence  Center- Akron, 
N.Y.,  Mennonite  Church 

•  September  20  at  Frederick,  Md., 
Church  of  the  Brethren 

•  October  25  at  Normal,  111.,  Mennon- 
ite Church 

Does  Your  Church  Really  Care? 

by  Jim  Moss,  Sr. 
This  seminar  offers  new  and  prac- 
tical strategies  for  expanding  the 
level  of  care  to  current  and  prospec- 
tive members  of  the  congregation. 
Moss  is  a  district  executive  in  the 
Church  of  God  and  author  of  the  book 
People  Spots.  This  seminar  will  be 
conducted: 

•  April  5  at  Mountain  View  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Boise,  Idaho 

•  April  12  at  Sunnyside  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  New  Creek,  W.  Va. 

Additional  seminars 

The  following  seminars  have  been 
offered  before  and  will  be  presented 
in  new  locations  this  year: 

Reaching  Out  to  Young  Families 

by  Steve  Clapp,  senior  consultant 
for  The  Andrew  Center: 

•  April  26  at  Prince  of  Peace  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Kettering,  Ohio 

•  October  18  at  Battle  Creek,  Mich., 
Church  of  the  Brethren 

Building  Congregational 
Self-Esteem 

by  Steve  Clapp: 

•  October  11  at  Rockhill  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Rockhill  Furnace,  Pa. 

•  November  8  at  North  Manchester, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church 

Personal  Faith  Sharing 
by  Steve  Clapp: 

•  September  20  at  Antelope  Park 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Integrating  New  Members 

by  Jim  Moss,  Sr.: 
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Evangelism  and  Church  Growth  Services 
Available  to  Brethren  Churches 


THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 
is  committed  to  helping 
Brethren  people  become  more 
effective  in  sharing  their  faith 
and  in  helping  congregations  in- 
corporate new  believers. 

In  addition  to  providing  com- 
plimentary memberships  in  The 
Andrew  Center  to  churches  (see 
the  related  article  on  the  previous 
page),  the  National  Office  also 
employs  Ronald  W.  Waters  as 
Consultant  for  Evangelism  and 
Church 
Growth. 
Ron 

serves  in 
this  role 
through 
a  joint 
agree- 
ment with 
Ashland 
Theolog- 
ical Sem- 
inary, 

where  he  is  employed  as  Assis- 
tant Professor  of  Evangelism. 

Ron  assists  congregations  in 
three  ways: 

1.  Telephone  consultation. 
Ron  draws  on  a  variety  of  re- 
sources to  assist  pastors  and 
church  leaders  with  questions 


Ronald  W.  Waters 


related  to  evangelism  and  church 
growth.  Sometimes  his  most 
valuable  service  is  serving  as  a 
sounding  board  for  new  ideas 
and  innovative  programs  churches 
are  considering. 

2.  On-site  consultation.  Ron 
is  available  on  a  limited  basis  to 
meet  with  church  boards  and/or 
to  help  a  church  evaluate  its  ef- 
forts at  outreach  and  assimila- 
tion of  new  members. 

3.  Workshops  and  training 
events.  Ron  is  also  available  on 
a  limited  basis  to  conduct  train- 
ing events  for  local  churches, 
clusters  of  churches,  or  district 
events.  Seminar  topics  include: 
Basic  Church  Growth  Principles; 
Church  Planting  101;  The  In- 
credible Power  of  Vision;  Discov- 
ering Your  Style  of  Evangelism; 
Growth  Strategies  for  Smaller 
Churches;  and  Outreach  Through 
the  Sunday  School. 

To  take  advantage  of  Ron's 
services  as  Consultant  for  Evan- 
gelism and  Church  Growth,  con- 
tact him  through  one  of  these 
means: 

Phone:  1-800-774-3360 

Phorei:  419-289-5771 

FAX:     419-289-5969 

E-mail:  rwaters@ashland.edu 


•  November  8  at  South  Hutchinson 
Mennonite  Church,  Hutchinson, 
Kans. 

Other  opportunities 

One  teaching  church  event  will 
be  conducted,  dealing  with  the  topic 
"Developing  Neighborhood  Minis- 
tries." It  will  be  held: 

•  November  15  at  Belmont  Mennon- 
ite Church,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Three  networking  events    are 

planned  during  the  year: 

•  April  17  at  Willow  Valley  Resort, 
Lancaster,  Pa.  Topic:  "Business 
Leaders  Sharing  Christ  in  the  Mar- 
ket Place." 

•  October  31-November  2  at  Ken- 
brook  Retreat  Center,  Lebanon,  Pa. 
Topic:  "Persons  with  the  Gift  of 
Evangelism" 

•  November  3-4  at  Brethren  Service 


Center,  New  Windsor,  Md.  Topic: 
"Pastors  of  Growing  Churches,"  with 
Myron  Augsburger  serving  as  re- 
source person 

The  Andrew  Center  will  also  co- 
sponsor  a  number  of  events  through- 
out the  year.  One  of  these  events  is  a 
one-week  intensive  class  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  June  9-13  on 
"Growth  Strategies  for  Smaller 
Churches."  The  class  will  be  taught 
by  Ronald  W.  Waters. 

Details  on  all  the  seminars,  teach- 
ing church,  networking  events,  and 
co-sponsored  programs  are  available 
from  The  Andrew  Center  by  calling 
1-800-774-3360.  Persons  from  con- 
gregations that  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  complimentary  member- 
ship provided  by  The  Brethren 
Church  will  receive  a  discount  on 
Andrew  Center  seminars.  [ft] 
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Briefly 
Noted 


For  most  of  the  past  year,  Rev. 
Robert  Keplinger,  pastor  of  the 
Linwood,  Md.,  Brethren  Church,  has 
been  singing  with  the  National  Chris- 
tian Choir.  Last  spring  he  heard  a 
concert  by  the  200-voice  choir  and 
was  inspired  to  audition.  He  was 
accepted  as  a  tenor.  Members  come 
from  Maryland,  Washington,  D.C., 
Virginia,  and  even  as  far  away  as 
Philadelphia.  Harry  Causey,  an  or- 
dained minister  in  Rockville,  Md., 
is  the  group's  director. 

During  the  past  year  Keplinger 
sang  with  the  choir  in  concerts  in 
locations  as  close  by  as  Maryland 
and  Virginia  and  as  far  away  as 
California,  where  the  group  per- 
formed at  the  Crystal  Cathedral  in 
Pasadena.  Participating  in  the  choir 
is  a  big  commitment  (every  Monday 
night  he  must  make  the  hour's 
drive  to  Rockville  for  rehearsals), 
but  also  very  rewarding.  "I've  never 
done  anything  like  this  since  col- 
lege," Keplinger  said.  "It's  reward- 
ing and  enjoyable  ....  It's  well 
worth  the  effort." 

Retired  seminary  professor  Dr. 
Charles  Munson  is  again  serving 
an  interim  pastorate,  this  time  at  the 
Smithville,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church. 
A  note  in  the  January  newsletter  of 
the  Smithville  Church  said: 
Dear  Friends  of  Our  Lord: 

I  thank  you  for  the  privilege  of 
sharing  in  your  ministry  while  you 
are  in  transition. 

On  March  11,  1945,  I  preached 
my  first  sermon — the  place — the 
Smithville  Brethren  Church.  Now 
I'm  back.  I'll  try  to  do  better. 

Charles  Munson 


How  will  we  respond 
when  violated  by  the  world? 


The  following  item  appeared  in  the 
January  1997  newsletter  of  the  Garber 
Brethren  Church  in  Ashland,  Ohio.  It 
was  written  by  Rev.  Timothy  Eagle,  pas- 
tor of  the  Garber  Church,  and  is  used 
here  with  his  permission. 

If  the  world  hates  you,  keep  in  mind 
that  it  hated  me  first.  If  you  belonged 
to  the  world,  it  would  love  you  as  its 
own.  As  it  is,  you  do  not  belong  to  the 
world,  but  I  have  chosen  you  out  of 
the  world.  That  is  why  the  world 
hates  you.  John  15:18,  19;  niv 

OUR  CHURCH  BUILDING 
was  broken  into  during  the 
week  before  Christmas.  It  was 
quite  unnerving  to  see  the  broken 
glass  and  broken  doors.  Fortunate- 
ly, nothing  was  missing  except  for 
some  gum  and  mints  out  of  my 
desk  drawer.  We  were  fortunate 
that  these  individuals  did  not 
come  to  vandalize. 

I  was  speaking  with  someone  re- 
cently about  how  disturbing  it  is  to 
see  this  lack  of  respect  for  a  church 
building.  That  made  me  think  of 
when  I  was  younger  and  my  fam- 
ily's church  building  was  burned  by 
an  arsonist  who  had  been  setting 
fires  in  area  church  buildings  in 
Norwalk.  I  still  have  vivid  memo- 
ries of  my  dad  going  with  other 
men  of  the  congregation,  with 
flashlight  and  nightstick  in  hand, 
to  guard  what  was  not  damaged  by 
the  fire. 

It  is  disturbing  to  see  and  hear 
such  news.  The  spread  of  fires  in 
black  churches  in  the  south  and  the 
numerous  acts  of  vandalism  and 
burglaries  of  places  of  worship  in 
this  country  show  more  than  sim- 
ply a  lack  of  respect,  but  a  hatred  of 
what  we,  the  church,  stand  for. 

Many  Christians  find  comfort 
and  encouragement  in  the  prom- 
ises that  God  has  given  us.  Can  we 
find  comfort  in  the  words  of  Jesus 
above?  Later  in  that  same  passage, 
Jesus  says,  "  'No  servant  is  greater 
than  his  master.'  If  they  persecuted 
me,  they  will  persecute  you  also.  .  .  . 
They  will  treat  you  this  way  be- 
cause of  my  name,  for  they  do  not 
know  the  One  who  sent  me"  (Jn. 
15:20,  21).  That  is  a  promise  Jesus 
gave  us.  We  will  be  hated  for  sim- 
ply belonging  to  Him!  In  fact,  we 


are  considered  blessed  for  being  per- 
secuted (see  Matt.  5:11,  12).  That 
doesn't  sound  too  comforting  or  en- 
couraging. 

It  should  not  surprise  us  that 
church  buildings  are  burned  and 
robbed;  that  Christians  worldwide 
are  held  in  contempt  and  literally 
persecuted  and  murdered  for  their 
faith.  Jesus  told  us  this  would  hap- 
pen because  of  who  we  are  and 
what  we  believe  and  know  to  be 
true.  The  world  hates  us  because  of 
Jesus.  Therefore  these  acts  should 
not  surprise  us. 

But  how  we  respond  needs  to 
bring  surprise — and  conviction — to 
the  world.  We  must,  as  believers  in 
Jesus  Christ,  hold  to  His  teachings 
on  how  we  are  to  respond.  "You 
have  heard  that  it  was  said,  'Love 
your  neighbor  and  hate  your  en- 
emy.' But  I  tell  you:  Love  your  ene- 
mies and  pray  for  those  who  per- 
secute you,  that  you  may  be  sons 
of  your  Father  in  heaven"  (Matt. 
5:43^15).  Jesus  commands  us  to  re- 
spond to  those  who  hate  us  in  a 
new  manner — with  love,  forgive- 
ness and  prayer.  Christ's  commands 
are  not  optional;  we  must  follow 
them.  Even  He  asked  for  forgive- 
ness of  those  who  were  crucifying 
Him  (Lk.  23:34). 

It  is  my  hope  and  prayer  that  we 
would  respond  to  these  individuals 
who  committed  this  crime  as  Jesus 
commands  us.  In  thought,  word, 
and  deed,  we  are  to  offer  them  for- 
giveness, love,  and  prayer.* 

We  also  must  be  prepared  for 
what  the  world  will  offer  us  in  re- 
turn. Anger,  hatred,  prejudice,  in- 
sults, accusations,  and  persecution 
are  what  we  have  to  look  forward  to 
in  these  last  days  as  we  come  closer 
to  Christ's  soon  return.  Let  us  re- 
main faithful  to  Him  by  offering  to 
the  world  what  God  offered  to  us: 
forgiveness,  love,  and  grace.  Be  en- 
couraged and  keep  the  faith!  Re- 
member, ".  .  .  greater  is  He  who  is 
in  [us]  than  he  who  is  in  the  world" 
(1  Jn.  4:4,  nasb).  [ft] 

*The  three  teenagers  who  broke  into 
the  church  building  have  been  appre- 
hended and  are  awaiting  trial.  Pastor 
Eagle  hopes  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
minister  to  them  after  the  trial. 
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Do  we  have 
your  correct  address? 

Please  check  the  address  label  on 
the  back  page  of  this  newsletter?  Is 
it  correct  in  every  detail?  If  not,  please 
let  us  know.  The  U.S.  Postal  Serv- 
ice is  stiffening  its  requirements 
for  correct  addresses.  In  some  cases 
mail  carriers  will  no  longer  deliver 
mail  to  partially  correct  addresses 
they  have  used  for  years.  So  please 
make  sure  your  address  is  correct. 

And  if  you  are  moving  or  are 
being  assigned  a  new  address 
(because  of  implementation  of  911 
or  for  whatever  reason),  please  send 
us  your  new  address  as  soon  as  you 
have  it.  This  will  help  us  get  your 
mail  to  you  and  save  us  the  expense 
of  return  postage.  Thank  you! 


Church  planting  project  closed 
in  Northern  California  District 


Tracy,  Calif.  —  A  decision  was 
made  January  19,  1997,  to  termi- 
nate the  church-planting  effort  in 
the  Northern  California  District 
under  its  current  leadership. 

The  decision  was  the  outcome  of 
meetings  between  members  of  the 
Northern  California  District  Mis- 
sion Board,  Rev.  Reilly  Smith  (Di- 
rector of  Missionary  Ministries  for 
The  Brethren  Church),  Rev.  David 
Cooksey  (Director  of  Pastoral  Min- 
istries for  The  Brethren  Church), 
Dr.  Buzz  Sandberg  (Director  of  Tran- 
sition and  Interim  Director  of  Con- 
gregational Ministries  for  The  Breth- 
ren Church),  and  Rev.  Nevins,  the 
church-planter  for  this  work.  By 
unanimous  vote,  the  members  of 
the  District  Mission  Board  and  Rev. 
Smith  (representing  the  national 
Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church)  made  the  painful  but  nec- 
essary decision  to  end  the  work. 

The  action  was  taken  for  two  pri- 


mary reasons:  (1)  Dissatisfaction 
with  the  progress  of  the  work.  (2)  A 
number  of  work-related  relation- 
ship issues  involving  Rev.  Nevins. 

The  church-planting  project  in 
Tracy,  California,  (about  60  miles 
east  of  San  Francisco)  was  started 
by  Rev.  Nevins  in  the  early  fall  of 
1995.  The  project  went  well  for  a 
time,  particularly  in  the  area  of 
sports  outreach.  But  more  recently, 
attendance  at  the  West  Valley 
Brethren  Life  Church,  a  Brethren 
class  begun  as  the  foundation  for  a 
new  church,  has  fallen  off  and  other 
problems  developed.  Thus  the  deci- 
sion was  made  to  terminate  the 
work.  As  per  his  contract,  Rev. 
Nevins  will  receive  support  for  90 
days  from  the  date  of  this  decision. 

Brethren  are  asked  to  uphold  the 
Nevins  family,  the  West  Valley  Breth- 
ren Life  class,  and  the  Northern 
California  District  in  your  prayers 
during  the  difficult  weeks  ahead. 


Evangelical  leaders  urge  churches 
to  make  racial  reconciliation  a  priority 


Chicago,  111.  —  Leaders  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Evangelicals 
(NAE)  and  the  National  Black 
Evangelical  Association  (NBEA) 
have  called  on  evangelical  churches 
to  "make  reconciliation  a  priority." 

"These  are  ripe  times  for  the 
church,"  says  Rev.  Russell  L.  Knight, 
Jr.,  president  of  the  National  Black 
Evangelical  Association.  Churches 
face  unprecedented  opportunities  to 
minister,  with  more  American  chil- 
dren living  in  poverty  today;  larger 
numbers  of  people  no  longer  attend- 
ing church;  and  once-tabooed  vices 
of  gambling  and  pornography  openly 
practiced. 

"We're  the  ones  who  are  supposed 
to  have  the  answers  .  .  .  we're  the 
right  ones  for  the  task,"  Knight  adds. 
But  he  warns  that  unless  Christ's 
followers  stand  up  and  say,  "What- 
ever the  cost"  to  address  needs  and 
model  God's  love  and  compassion — 
through  efforts  like  reconciliation — 
opportunities  to  reach  others  for 
Christ  could  be  lost. 


Rev.  Leonard  Hofman,  chairman 
of  the  National  Association  of  Evan- 
gelicals, who  has  been  a  part  of  a 
joint  NAE/NBEA  Racial  Reconcili- 
ation Task  Force  with  Knight, 
agrees:  "Reconciliation  should  take 
high  priority,  permeating  every- 
thing we  do."  He  points  out  that 
"our  relationships  to  each  other  re- 
flect our  relationship  with  Christ." 

Hofman  also  makes  it  clear  that 
reconciliation  is  not  just  a  black- 
white  issue.  It  crosses  several  cul- 
tures. 'To  unite  God's  people,  Chris- 
tians must  seek  to  live  [with]  and 
love  their  brothers  and  sisters  from 
America's  diverse  backgrounds — 
Asians,  Hispanics,  Europeans,  Mid- 
dle Easterners,  and  Africans." 

Knight  and  Hofman  agree  that 
unless  there  are  breakthroughs  in 
reconciliation,  the  church  in  the 
United  States  will  never  achieve  all 
that  it  could.  That's  why  NAE  and 
NBEA  continue  to  promote  six  prac- 
tical steps  for  achieving  racial  rec- 
onciliation. 


1.  Hold  a  racial  reconciliation  serv- 
ice each  year. 

2.  Form  a  racial  reconciliation  task 
force  to  educate  and  activate 
your  church. 

3.  Begin  a  friendship  with  an  indi- 
vidual of  another  race. 

4.  Adopt  a  "sister  church"  of  a  differ- 
ent race. 

5.  Commit  to  persistent  prayer  for 
reconciliation. 

6.  Adopt  a  statement  on  racism 
similar  to  the  1991  NAE/NBEA 
Statement  of  Affirmation. 

As  a  pastor  at  the  Oakdale  Cove- 
nant Church  in  Chicago,  Knight 
thinks  steps  are  best  promoted  by 
pastors  in  churches  and  by  denomi- 
national leaders.  He  would  like  to 
see  a  call  for  such  action  come  from 
all  evangelical  leaders  across  the 
country,  "modeling  and  holding  peo- 
ple accountable.  Then  we  could  be- 
gin to  demonstrate  to  the  waiting 
world  that  the  church  has  the  an- 
swer." Specifically,  Knight  recom- 
mends that  groups  of  three  or  four 
meet  for  weekly  breakfasts  with 
people  of  different  races — "some- 
thing everybody  can  do!"  [ft] 
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Pastor  Gene  Bell  resigns  from 
Winning  the  Race  Ministries 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  —  Pastor  Gene 
Bell,  director  of  an  outreach  minis- 
try in  inner-city  Indianapolis,  has 
resigned  from  Winning  the  Race 
Ministries,  citing  differences  with 
the  Winning  the  Race  philosophy. 

Pastor  Bell  plans  to  continue  the 
ministry  in  inner-city  Indianapolis, 
where  he  will  support  himself.  He 
intends  to  remain  Brethren,  work- 
ing with  the  Indiana  District  to- 
ward ordination.  Gene  and  his  wife, 
Georgia,  are  members  of  the  Mun- 
cie,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church. 

Rev.  Tom  Conrad,  director  of  Win- 
ning the  Race  Ministries,  is  disap- 
pointed to  lose  such  a  capable  and 
energetic  worker,  but  recognizes  that 
differences  exist.  Gene  and  Georgia 
leave  with  the  blessing  of  the  whole 
Winning  the  Race  team.  Please  re- 
member them  with  your  faithful 
prayers  and  encouragement. 

Celebration  planned  to  remember 
life  of  Brethren  Elder  John  Kline 

Broadway,  Va.  —  A  bicentennial 
celebration  of  the  birth  of  Elder  John 
Kline,  a  Brethren  leader  who  was 
ambushed,  shot,  and  killed  during 
the  turmoil  of  the  Civil  War,  will 
be  held  June  13-15  at  the  Linville 
Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  of 
Broadway,  Va. 

All  Brethren  groups  have  been 
invited  to  join  in  the  celebration, 
which  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Linville  Creek  Church  and  the 
Shenandoah  District  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren. 

A  weekend  of  events  is  planned, 
including  historical  presentations, 
exhibits,  John  Kline  Dinner  Thea- 
tre, and  tours  (Kline  Memorial 
Marker  Tour,  John  Kline  Home 
Tour,  Tunker  House  Tour). 

Call  The  Brethren  Church  Na- 
tional Office  at  419-289-1708  or  the 
Linville  Creek  Church  at  540-896- 
5001  for  more  information. 


World  Relief's  LifeLoan  ministry 
back  on  track  in  war-torn  Liberia 


Liberia,  West  Africa    —   The 

highly  successful  LifeLoan  minis- 
try of  World  Relief  is  back  on  track 
in  Liberia  after  coming  to  a  halt 
during  the  civil  conflict  that  broke 
out  last  year. 

Nearly  half  of  the  LifeLoan  re- 
cipients are  back  in  business.  And 
World  Relief  continues  to  give 
LifeLoans  to  other  women  who 
have  no  means  to  feed  their  fami- 
lies because  their  livelihoods  were 
destroyed.  The  women  use  the 
loans  ($50)  to  start  small  busi- 
nesses that  provide  income  for 
themselves  and  their  families. 

The  women  are  a  sound  invest- 
ment: before  war  hit,  the  loan  re- 


payment rate  of  more  than  500 
women  was  an  impressive  99  per- 
cent, a  testimony  to  their  hard 
work  and  industry. 

At  General  Conference  last  Au- 
gust, World  Relief  representative 
Martin  Hartog  challenged  Brethren 
churches  to  support  the  LifeLoan 
ministry  in  Liberia  by  adopting 
"Fifty-Fifty"  community  banking 
projects — contributing  $2,500  to 
provide  50  women  LifeLoans  of  $50 
each. 

The  LifeLoan  ministry  has  proved 
to  be  an  effective  method  not  only  of 
rebuilding  the  lives  of  individuals 
and  families,  but  also  of  revitaliz- 
ing local  communities. 


Internet  provides  another  means 
to  carry  out  the  Great  Commission 

Muskegon,  Mich.  —  Computer 
owners  who  have  access  to  the 
Internet  might  want  to  check  out 
Gospel  Communications  Network 
(www.gospelcom.net),  which  has  won 
wide  acclaim  for  the  depth  and 
breadth  of  its  content  as  well  as  for 
its  appealing,  easy-to-use  design. 

"We  are  grateful  to  God  for  the 
opportunity  to  use  this  exciting 
new  technology  to  respond  to  the 
Great  Commission,"  said  Gospel 
Films,  Inc.,  President  Billy  Zeoli. 
"Millions  of  people  are  being 
reached  in  their  own  homes  and  of- 
fices with  the  life-changing  mes- 
sage of  the  Gospel." 

The  network,  founded  and  admin- 
istered by  Gospel  Films,  Inc.,  of  Mus- 
kegon, Mich.,  has  grown  into  the 
largest  and  most  popular  religion- 
related  website  on  the  Internet.  It 
also  serves  as  a  model  of  coopera- 
tive Christian  ministry  for  the  21st 
Century.  Today,  more  than  75 
Christian  organizations  are  part  of 
the  Gospel  Communications  Net- 
work (GCN)  alliance,  and  together 
these  ministries  attract  more  than 
14  million  "hits"  (electronic  accesses) 
each  month  from  users  of  the  com- 
puter-linked global  Internet. 

"We  are  simply  using  the  cutting 
edge  tools  that  are  available  to  ad- 


vance the  Gospel,"  states  GCN's  Di- 
rector of  Marketing  and  Alliances, 
Duane  S.  Smith.  "This  time,  Chris- 
tians are  not  sitting  back  and  aban- 
doning a  new  media  form  to  the  use 
of  the  secular  world." 

Among  the  award-winning  fea- 
tures of  the  GCN  site  is  Bible  Gate- 
way, which  offers  the  Scripture  in 
six  English  translations  and  six  for- 
eign languages,  with  more  than  24 
languages  to  be  added. 


(  The  Brethren  ) 
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Dr.  Arden  E.  Gilmer  shares  good  news  about 


The  Search  for  the  Fountain  of  Youth 


NEWS  FLASH!  We  begin  this 
newsletter  with  an  amazing 
announcement:  The  long-term 
human  search  for  the  perpetual 
Fountain  of  Youth  has  ended  with 
a  startling  discovery! 

The  driving  impulse  to  discover 
the  Fountain  of  Youth  that  brought 
Ponce  de  Leon  to  the  shores  of  Flor- 
ida in  1513  has  been  satisfied  be- 
yond his  wildest  imagination.  The 
intense  desire  to  discover  how  to 
halt  the  process  of  human  aging 
can  now  be  viewed  from  an  entirely 
different  perspective. 

In  the  light  of  this  discovery,  we 
humans  can  look  beyond  death, 
knowing  that  our  mortality  is  not 
the  end,  but  instead  a  new  begin- 
ning. What  is  this  discovery?  Where 
was  it  made,  and  by  whom? 

The  discovery  was  made  by  sev- 
eral women  in  Jerusalem  very  early 
on  a  Sunday  morning  at  the  en- 
trance of  a  cave  that  had  become  a 
tomb  late  the  previous  Friday.  They 
came  that  morning  with  spices  to 
complete  a  proper  burial  for  Jesus. 
It  had  been  done  hastily  and  par- 
tially on  Friday. 

A  startling  discovery 

Arriving  at  the  tomb,  they  made 
a  startling  discovery.  The  stone  at 
the  tomb's  entrance  had  been  rolled 
away.  The  tomb's  entrance  was  open. 

Poking  their  heads  into  the  cave, 
they  saw  no  corpse.  The  body  of 
Jesus  was  not  there.  No  sooner  did 
they  think,  "How  can  this  be?  What's 
the  explanation?"  than  two  angelic 
persons  dressed  in  dazzling  white 
clothes  more  radiant  than  lightning 
spoke  to  them. 

Why  are  you  looking  for  the  living 
one  here  in  this  cemetery  among  the 


dead?  they  asked.  He  is  not  here.  He 
is  risen.  Remember  His  promise 
that  though  He  would  die,  He 
would  rise  again  on  the  third  day. 

A  fountain  of  spiritual  life 

Jesus  is  risen  from  the  dead.  By 
hearing  the  words  of  the  angelic 
messengers,  these  women  discov- 
ered the  perpetual  Fountain  of 
Youth.  From  this  fountain  flows 
not  endless  physical  life,  but  eter- 
nal spiritual  life. 

By  His  resurrection  Jesus  con- 
quered death,  the  ultimate  human 
enemy,  which  humans  cannot  eradi- 
cate. Through  all  the  research  done 
by  the  most  intelligent  humans,  we 
may  be  able  to  push  death  back  a 
few  years.  But  we  will  never  be  able 
to  defeat  it.  Jesus  did! 

Because  of  His  resurrection, 
death  itself  has  been  consumed, 
"swallowed  up"  by  victory.  Death's 
sting,  the  curse  caused  by  sin,  has 
been  removed. 

The  perpetual  Fountain  of  Youth, 
eternal  life,  is  Jesus  Christ.  He 
gives  His  eternal  life  to  all  of  those 
who  commit  their  lives  to  Him. 

Those  who  believe  in  Christ  and 
give  Him  their  allegiance,  are 
"united  with  Him  in  His  life."  We 
receive  this  life  through  a  personal 
relationship  with  Christ,  the  source 
of  eternal  life. 

To  receive  this  life,  we  die  to  self. 
The  Apostle  Paul  said  it  this  way:  "I 
am  crucified  with  Christ.  I  no  longer 
live,  but  Christ  lives  in  me.  The  life  I 
live  in  the  body,  I  live  by  faith  in  the 
son  of  God  [Jesus],  who  loved  me 
and  gave  himself  for  me"  (Gal.  2:20). 

Through  faith  in  Christ  we  re- 
ceive new  life,  spiritual  life,  which 
death  can  never  conquer.  "Thanks 


be  to  God.  He 
gives  us  the 
victory  through 
our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ." 

The  first 
Easter,  that's 
the  day  the 
women  discov- 
ered the  Foun- 
tain of  Youth  at 
the  empty  tomb  of  Jesus.  Though 
we  celebrate  Easter  once  a  year, 
Christians  celebrate  it  every  mo- 
ment of  every  day  as  we  experience 
continuing  transforming  spiritual 
life  of  the  risen  Christ  living  in  us. 
Though  we  will  die  physically,  we 
are  eternally  alive  spiritually. 

A  fountain  available  to  all 

Eternal  life  in  Jesus,  the  ultimate 
Fountain  of  Youth,  is  available  to 
all  who  will  receive  Him.  This  is  not 
a  secret  to  be  kept,  but  a  truth  to  be 
shared  and  lived  every  day.  For  the 
Christian,  every  day  is  Easter. 

Have  you  discovered  the  true  Foun- 
tain of  Youth?  [ir] 

Dr.  Gilmer  is  senior  pastor  of  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church  in  Ashland, 
Ohio.  This  article  appeared  last  April 
in  the  Ashland  Times-Gazette  and  is 
reprinted  here  by  permission. 
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WARNING:  Discretion  advised 
before  attending  General  Conference 


ACCORDING  to  recent  research, 
messages  at  the  beginning  of 
television  programs  warning  the 
audience  that  "Viewer  discretion 
is  advised"  result  in  more  people 
watching  the  programs  than  other- 
wise would  do  so.  This  comes  as 
no  surprise,  since  we  all  know 
about  the  "cookie  jar  effect"  (tell 
someone  to  stay  out  of  the  cookie 
jar  and  that's  all  the  person  can 
think  about  until  his  or  her  face 
is  covered  with  chocolate  smudges 
or  oatmeal  crumbs). 

I'm  hoping  this  same  principle 
will  hold  true  with  regard  to  at- 
tendance at  this  year's  General 
Conference  scheduled  for  August 
4-8  in  South  Bend,  Indiana. 

Therefore,  discretion  is  advised 
if  you  plan  to  attend  Conference 
in  August.  If  you  come,  you  are 
liable  to  be  challenged  in  ways 
that  change  your  life  or  cause  you 


to  want  your  church  to  be  more 
effective. 

Please  be  aware  that  Dr.  Aubrey 
Malphurs,  a  nationally  recognized 
authority  on  the  subject  of  leader- 
ship in  the  church,  will  bring  mes- 
sages and  workshops.  Remember 
that  one  definition  of  leadership 
is  "any  activity  that  increases  the 
effectiveness  of  a  group."  This 
means  that  you  might  be  given 
some  new  ideas  about  how  you 
could  help  your  church  grow  or 
become  more  excited  about  King- 
dom work. 

Discretion  is  advised  if  you  are 
planning  to  be  present  at  Saint 
Mary's  College  in  South  Bend, 
where  this  year's  Conference  will 
be  held.  You  might  find  yourself 
in  the  midst  of  some  Spirit-filled 
times  of  worship  that  would 
strengthen  your  intimacy  with 
God  and  lead  you  to  spend  time  in 


prayer  that  could  be  spent  doing 
"more  important"  things. 

Please  be  forewarned  that  if  you 
attend,  you  could  find  yourself  in 
business  sessions  where  a  new 
Executive  Director  is  affirmed 
and  a  progress  report  is  presented 
on  the  first  year  of  the  reorganiza- 
tion. You  might  also  be  party  to 
the  real  scuttlebutt  on  Brethren 
Missions,  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  The  Andrew  Center, 
etc.,  etc. 

Hopefully  by  now  you  see  what 
a  mistake  it  would  be  to  attend 
General  Conference  this  year. 
But  if  you  insist  on  attending  this 
year's  Brethren  "family  reunion" 
despite  these  warnings,  please  be 
advised:  (1)  that  you  will  be  ex- 
posed to  Brethren  from  across  the 
country  whom  you  haven't  seen 
for  a  year  with  whom  you  may 
want  to  connect;  (2)  that  you  will 
see  others  indulging  in  good  food 
and  be  inclined  to  join  them;  and 
(3)  that  you  might  even  be  tempted 
to  sing  to  the  Lord  with  uplifted 
hands  and  a  smile  on  your  face. 

Discretion  is  advised!  [ft] 


1           #■ 

More  about  Conference  speaker  Dr.  Aubrey  M.  Malphurs 

Dr.  Aubrey  M.  Malphurs  is  department      Conventions,  the  Salvation  Army,  the 
chairman  and  professor  of  Field  Educa-      Churches  of  God  General  Conference, 
tion  at  Dallas  Theological  Seminary  in      and  several  independent  organizations 
Dallas,  Texas.  He  is  also  founder  and  pres-      and  churches. 

ident  of  Vision  Ministries  International,          He  has  a  B.A.  degree  from  Florida  Atlan- 
a  church  consulting  organization.                    tic  University,  and  Th.M.  and  Ph.D.  de- 
He  has  pastoral  as  well  as  teaching      grees  from  Dallas  Theological  Seminary, 
experience  and  was  the  founding  pastor          He  is  the  author  of  a  number  of  books, 
of  Grace  Bible  Church  in  North  Miami,      including  Developing  a  Vision  for  Minis- 
Florida.  He  currently  pastors  the  North-      try  in  the  2 1st  Century;  Pouring  New  Wine 
wood  Community  Church  in  Dallas  on  a      Into  Old   Wineskins:  How  to  Change 
part-time  basis.                                                   Churches  Without  Destroying  Them;  and 
He  has  served  a  number  of  groups  as  a      Maximizing  Your  Effectiveness:  How  to 
consultant  and  seminar  leader,  including      Discover  and  Develop  Your  Divine  Design, 
the  South  Carolina  and  Texas  Baptist      to  name  just  a  few. 
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SNAPSHOTS 

By 
Michelle  Rhude 


A  MAN  who  has  played  an  im- 
portant role  in  my  brother's 
life  is  now  part  of  a  church-planting 
mission  in  the  western  United 
States.  He  and  his  wife  were  ex- 
pecting a  child  last  summer.  "Ex- 
pecting" is  such  an  appropriate 
term  for  pregnancy.  They  were 
so  excited!  Their  support  letters 
were  full  of  joyful  anticipation. 

But  when  their  little  girl  came 
into  the  world  one  long  night  last 
June,  many  of  their  expectations 
were  shattered.  No  test  had  shown 
any  abnormalities,  and  there  were 
no  risk  factors  for  the  pregnancy. 
Therefore,  they  were  totally  un- 
prepared for  the  physical  issues 
that  their  daughter  faced.  The 
vertebrae  in  her  upper  back  were 
not  fully  developed  and  her  rib 
cage  wasn't  complete.  Her  right 
kidney  was  missing  and  her  right 
arm  and  leg  were  not  fully  devel- 
oped (a  bone  was  missing  in  each 
limb). 

Unexpected  trouble — financial 
difficulties,  a  severe  accident,  and 
the  death  of  a  family  member — 
continued  to  test  the  family's  faith 
in  the  weeks  after  their  daughter's 
birth.  They  wrote  that  though  they 


knew  God  was  present,  they  felt  as 
though  He  were  hidden  in  a  fog. 

As  the  family  moves  through  this 
fog,  they  can  find  reassurance  by 
looking  at  their  relationship  with 
their  daughter.  They  love  this  lit- 
tle one  with  all  their  hearts.  Their 
letters  describe  the  worries  they 
carry  over  her  physical  problems, 
their  visits  to  the  doctors,  and  the 
way  her  smile  lights  up  their  lives. 
They  discuss  the  normal  duties  of 
infant  care:  feeding  and  the  inevi- 
table mounds  of  dirty  diapers. 

At  this  stage,  their  daughter 
doesn't  understand  the  depth  of 
her  parent's  love  for  her.  She  has 
no  concept  of  the  multitude  of 
ways  in  which  they  care  for  her. 
She  cries  out  for  the  fulfillment  of 
her  immediate  needs,  but  she  has 
needs  she's  not  even  aware  of.  As 
an  infant,  she  can't  understand 
the  need  for  doctor  visits,  grocery 
shopping,  or  financial  planning. 
Her  parents  know,  however,  and 
they  respond  appropriately. 

Just  as  parents  provide  for  both 
the  needs  a  baby  can  understand 
and  those  the  baby  can't  compre- 
hend, so  God  cares  for  us.  Our 
loving  heavenly  Father  meets  our 


obvious  needs,  but  he  also  pro- 
vides for  those  we  cannot  begin  to 
comprehend.  But  God  demonstrates 
his  own  love  for  us  in  this:  While 
we  were  still  sinners,  Christ  died 
for  us  (Rom.  5:8,  NP/).  God  pro- 
vided for  our  desperate  need  to  be 
cleansed  from  sin  before  we  even 
knew  that  need  existed. 

Just  as  a  baby  cannot  under- 
stand the  absolute  devotion  of  her 
parents  to  her  well-being,  so  we 
are  limited  in  our  understanding 
of  our  heavenly  Father's  care.  That 
limited  understanding,  however, 
does  not  in  any  way  alter  the  real- 
ity of  His  love.  When  the  fog  sets 
in  or  our  expectations  are  not  re- 
alized, we  can  rest  in  the  assur- 
ance that  He  is  still  there  and 
that  He  knows  our  needs  better 
than  we  do.  Like  an  infant  with 
adoring  parents,  let  us  cry  out — 
believing  that  He  will  respond 
according  to  His  infinite  wisdom 
and  His  unchanging  love.  [ft] 

"Snapshots"  is  a  monthly  column 
that  seeks  to  illuminate  our  relation- 
ship with  God  by  focusing  on  some  of 
the  every- 
day experi- 
ences of  life. 
Mrs.  Rhude 
is  an  active 
participant 
in  the  life 
and  minis- 
try of  the 
Jefferson 
Brethren 
Church  of 
Goshen,  Ind. 


Meditating 
on  God's  Word 

7  meditate  on  your  precepts 
and  consider  your  ways. 

Psalm  119:15,  NIV 
How  does  a  person  meditate 
on  God's  word? 

Meditation  is  a  combination  of 
reviewing,  repeating,  reflecting, 
thinking,  analyzing,  feeling,  and 
even  enjoying.  It  is  a  physical,  in- 
tellectual, and  emotional  activity. 

In  some  ways,  meditation  doesn't 
easily  fit  into  Western  culture.  We 
value  action  and  busyness  more  than 
stopping  to  consider.  The  author  of 
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this  psalm  was  from  another  time 
and  culture,  one  with  a  tradition 
that  valued  meditation.  As  a  result, 
meditation  came  more  naturally  for 
him  and  others  with  his  Middle 
Eastern  background.  We  have  to 
overcome  some  cultural  obstacles  to 
learn  to  meditate. 

There  are  many  ways  to  mediate 
on  God's  word.  Some  possibilities 
include: 

1.  Take  time  to  read  each  verse  or 
passage  over  and  over. 

2.  Begin  to  memorize  all  or  part  of 
it. 

3.  Listen — quiet  your  heart  to  allow 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  speak  to  you 
through  God's  word. 


4.  Consider  how  it  fits  with  the  rest 
of  the  Bible  and  life  in  general. 

5.  Become  emotionally  involved — 
allow  yourself  to  feel  what  God 
feels,  His  desires  expressed 
through  His  words. 

6.  Move  from  meditation  to  applica- 
tion— connect  your  thoughts  to 
action.  Consider  how  the  truth 
and  power  of  the  word  of  God 
should  affect  your  behavior.      [ft] 

From  The  Quest  Study  Bible,  NIV 

(Zondervan  Publishing  House,    1994). 
Article  provided  by  the  publisher. 

How  do  you  study  the  Bible?  Share 
your  experiences  with  God's  word  with 
other  Brethren.  See  page  4  of  the  De- 
cember Evangelist  for  details. 


The  Bottom  Line 

By  William  M.  Easum 


THIS  ARTICLE  IS  SO  SIMPLE 
some  may  make  the  mistake  of 
blowing  it  off.  Although  offering 
nothing  new,  it  focuses  on  the  bot- 
tom line  for  any  church  in  any  age 
and  may  be  the  catalyst  that 
changes  your  life  and  the  life  of 
your  church. 

Most  of  what  I  read  today  about 
the  health  of  churches  does  not 
take  seriously  the  bottom  line.  It 
focuses  too  much  on  the  symptoms 
rather  than  on  the  primary  cause  of 
the  decline  of  mainline/established 
Protestantism.  It  overemphasizes 
the  nuts  and  bolts  of  how  to  grow  a 
church,  or  how  to  revitalize  a  church, 
or  how  to  do  certain  ministries.  Very 
little  of  what  I  read  addresses  the 
heart  of  the  matter. 

I'm  convinced  that  the  primary 
reason  so  many  churches  are  un- 
healthy and  declining  is  that  their 
leaders  do  not  understand  the 
church's  biblical  role.  Almost  every 
dying  denomination  is  engaged  in 
some  form  of  study  to  determine 
the  purpose  of  the  church.  Such  ac- 
tion makes  no  sense.  The  Bible  is 
too  clear  about  the  purpose  of  con- 
gregations, the  Jesus  Seminar  not- 
withstanding, for  church  leaders  to 
be  unclear  about  the  bottom  line  for 
a  congregation. 

To  make  matters  worse,  too  many 
of  our  leaders  either  assume  that 
the  decline  of  mainline/established 
Protestantism  is  inevitable,  or  they 
believe  that  the  decline  is  part  of 
God's  plan  as  seen  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment "righteous  remnant"  theory. 
Church  leaders,  don't  buy  into  such 
trash!  It  has  no  authenticity. 

The  Bottom  Line  for 

a  Church  in  Any  Age 

You  don't  have  to  be  a  genius  to 
understand  these  words  of  Jesus: 
"Go  therefore  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit"  (Matthew  28:16).  "Go 


into  all  the  world  and  proclaim  the 
good  news  to  the  whole  creation" 
(Mark  16:15).  "You  will  be  my  wit- 
nesses in  Jerusalem,  in  all  Judea, 
and  Samaria,  and  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth"  (Acts  1:8). 

Each  of  these  statements  was  made 
at  the  very  end  of  Jesus'  life.  The 
early  Church  understood  them  to 
be  Jesus'  last  will  and  testament. 


'X^hurch  leaders  who  pas- 
sionately believe  that  the 
church's  purpose  is  to 
lovingly  invite  people  to 
follow  Jesus  always  find 
ways  to  reach  people 
with  the  gospel.  It  doesn't 
matter  what  program 
they  use;  their  passion 
for  transformation  is 
what  drives  the  church 


They  are  the  heart  and  soul  of  Jesus. 
They  tell  us  the  bottom  line  for  any 
church  is  to  make  disciples  for 
Jesus  Christ  of  all  who  respond. 
Church  leaders  who  don't  passion- 
ately believe  this  are  not  giving 
spiritual  leadership  to  a  church,  no 
matter  where  it  is  located,  what  size 
it  might  be,  or  how  old  its  members 
are.  The  church  exists  to  bring  peo- 
ple into  a  saving  relationship  with 
Jesus  Christ.  My  tradition  describes 
the  bottom  line  as  "spreading  scrip- 
tural holiness  throughout  the  land 
and  transforming  a  nation." 

Throughout  much  of  Christian 
history  this  bottom  line  has  con- 
sisted of  three  parts: 

•  inviting  people  into  a  personal 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ; 

•  helping  people  grow  into  the 
incredible  creatures  God  created 
them  to  be,  not  what  the  church 
wants  them  to  be;  and 

•  sending  them  out  into  the  world 


to  share  their  faith  with  others 

and  to  transform  society. 

Churches  that  passionately  focus, 
organize,  and  align  all  they  do  around 
these  three  segments  of  the  bottom 
line  can't  help  but  be  healthy. 

Bottom  Line  Implications 

Authentic  church  leaders  be- 
lieve in  the  saving  power  of  Jesus 
Christ.  This  belief  is  under  attack 
within  the  central  core  of  established/ 
mainline  Protestantism.  Local  church 
leaders  must  challenge  the  attack. 
I'm  tired  of  having  to  justify  my 
belief  in  the  redemptive  power  of  a 
personal  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ.  I'm  tired  of  being  asked  to 
soft-pedal  my  faith  for  fear  that  the 
"professional"  clergy  will  not  respond 
well  to  what  I  might  say.  I  hope  you 
are  tired  of  all  this,  too. 

One  of  the  key  questions  of  the 
21st  century  will  be  "How  can  one 
be  a  radical  Christian  without  be- 
ing a  bigot?"  Our  best  example  of 
how  to  accomplish  this  is  by  follow- 
ing Jesus'  example.  He  was  totally 
convinced  in  what  He  was  about 
but  He  did  not  allow  His  conviction 
to  cause  Him  to  feel  superior  or  bet- 
ter than  others.  Remember  when 
He  responded,  "Why  do  you  call  me 
good?  No  one  is  good  but  God." 

The  primary  role  of  church 
leaders  is  to  create  an  environ- 
ment in  which  people  can  be- 
come the  kind  of  Christians  they 
were  intended  to  be.  The  role  of 
church  leaders  is  not  to  take  care  of 
people  nor  to  make  decisions  about 
what  "their"  church  should  do.  The 
role  of  church  leaders  is  to  provide 
opportunities  for  people  to  grow  and 
blossom  in  their  faith  so  that  they 
can  help  others  do  the  same. 

Too  many  established/mainline 
churches  function  as  if  the  primary 
role  of  the  church  is  to  minister  to 
the  sick  and  dying.  Pastors  spend 
much  of  their  time  driving  from  one 
hospital  to  another.  Prayer  concerns 
in  churches  are  almost  totally  con- 
sumed by  prayers  for  the  sick.  The 
next  time  you  ask  for  prayer  re- 
quests from  a  group  of  people,  take 
note  of  the  requests.  Almost  every 
prayer  will  be  for  people  who  are 
sick,  dying,  traveling,  celebrating  a 


The  bottom  line  for  a  company  is  making  money  for  its  shareholders. 
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new  birth,  needing  emotional  health, 
or  hoping  for  good  news  from  the 
doctor.  If  you  asked  for  prayer 
requests  every  Sunday  for  twelve 
months,  you  would  be  able  to  count 
on  one  hand  the  number  of  times  a 
request  is  for  someone's  spiritual 
conversion. 

Too  many  pastors  spend  so  many 
hours  counseling  and  taking  care  of 
dysfunctional  laypersons  and  staff 
members  that  they  don't  have  time 
to  equip  healthy  people  for  minis- 
try. This  is  not  what  God  intended 
for  the  church!  The  church  is  not 
a  hospice  where  no  one  ever  gets 
well.  It  is  a  training  ground  for 
growing  spiritual  giants.  So  start 
growing  them  ! 

Don't  get  me  wrong.  Every  church 
needs  caregivers,  because  the  church 
is  here  to  care  for  the  sick  and  dy- 
ing. But  that  is  not  the  primary  role 
of  a  church,  no  matter  what  the 
ages  of  the  church  members.  The 
primary  role  is  to  reach  out  to  peo- 
ple with  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
For  those  doubting  this  statement, 
reread  Acts  6. 

If  there  is  a  judgment  day,  it  will 
be  hardest  on  church  leaders  who 
spend  most  of  their  time  spoon- 
feeding church  members,  accom- 
modating their  every  whim,  taking 
care  of  every  spiritual  hangnail, 
and  burping  them  every  time  they 
have  a  spiritual  gas  pain. 

Spiritual  leaders  beget  spiritual 
leaders — they  do  not  just  take  care 
of  people.  Healthy  denominations 
focus  on  reaching  an  area  with  the 
gospel,  not  on  starting  new  churches. 
Spiritual  leaders  focus  on  growing 
people,  not  churches.  How  do  you 
spend  most  of  your  time — putting 
out  fires,  appeasing  and/or  caring 
for  people — or  helping  people  be- 
come more  like  Jesus? 

Church  leaders  should  inten- 
tionally forge  relationships  with 
the  world.  Jesus  spent  much  of 
His  time  in  the  countryside  and  in 
the  homes  of  people  like  Zacchaeus. 
The  early  churches  did  not  wait  for 
people  to  come  to  them.  Instead, 
they  took  the  gospel  to  the  people, 
even  if  those  people  were  Samari- 
tans, or  at  the  ends  of  the  earth,  or 
had  Gentile  names  like  Cornelius. 


Church  leaders  must  be  on 
the  offense  rather  than  the 
defense.  Nowhere  in  the  Bi- 
ble can  one  find  justification 
for  the  type  of  fortress  men- 
tality that  exists  today. 
Churches  are  launching  pads 
for  the  gospel,  not  fortresses 
for  entitled  club  members. 
They  are  like  Domino's  Pizza 
whose  motto  is  "We  deliver." 
Churches  are  delivery  sys- 
tems more  than  collection 
ponds.  The  primary  role  of 
the  church  is  to  reach  out  to 
others  and  introduce  them  to 
Jesus.  When  we  cease  doing 
this,  we  cease  being  a  church 
and  become  just  another  club 
looking  for  dues-paying 
members.  Is  your  church  a 
club  or  a  church? 

Over  the  years  I've  noticed 
a  Law  of  Congregational  Life. 
Healthy  churches  reach 
out  to  those  who  are  not 
part  of  them;  unhealthy 
churches  focus  on  their  own 
needs  and  forget  the  publican 
and  sinner.  In  healthy  churches 
leaders  spend  much  of  their  time 
training  laypersons  to  go  out  into 
the  world  and  share  their  faith. 
These  same  church  leaders  spend 
much  of  their  time  understanding 
pre-Christian  people  and  forging 
relationships  with  them.  How  do  you 
spend  your  time? 

So  What? 

The  health  of  any  group  of  Chris- 
tians will  always  be  in  direct  pro- 
portion to  how  passionately  they 
believe  in  the  bottom  line  of  the 
church  without  being  bigots  toward 
those  who  do  not  see  it  their  way. 

Church  leaders  who  passionately 
believe  that  the  church's  purpose  is 
to  lovingly  invite  people  to  follow 
Jesus  always  find  ways  to  reach 
people  with  the  gospel.  It  doesn't 
matter  what  program  they  use; 
their  passion  for  transformation  is 
what  drives  the  church.  They  do 
not  operate  out  of  a  panic  over  the 
church's  decline  or  a  desire  for  the 
church  to  survive.  They  have  a  pas- 
sion for  making  disciples.  This  pas- 
sion goes  far  beyond  merely  rais- 


Prayer  Warriors  Needed 

Living  HOPE  Brethren  Church  of  Med- 
ina, Ohio,  is  seeking  committed  people 
who  will  "stand  in  the  gap"  (Ezek.  22:30) 
by  being  prayer  warriors  for  this  mission 
congregation.  The  church  has  sensed 
God's  call  to  build  an  intercessory  prayer 
base  to  protect  and  to  build  up  this  work. 

At  least  one  person  from  each  Brethren 
congregation  is  being  sought  who  will 
pray  regularly  for  God's  work  in  and 
through  this  church.  Each  prayer  warrior 
will  receive  a  monthly  letter  presenting 
the  needs  of  the  congregation  as  well  as 
testimonies  of  how  prayers  have  been 
answered. 

If  you  sense  God's  call  to  be  a  commit- 
ted prayer  warrior  for  this  congregation, 
please  contact  Pastor  Tom  Sprowls  by 
phone  at  330-725-1045  or  by  e-mail  at 
lvnghope@mail.ohio.net.  Let's  work  to- 
gether to  advance  the  Kingdom  of  God. 


ing  a  budget,  paying  the  pastor's 
salary,  surviving,  taking  care  of  the 
members,  restructuring,  or  develop- 
ing a  new  program.  None  of  these  is 
what  drives  these  church  leaders. 

These  church  leaders  are  driven 
by  the  same  passion  that  drove  Jesus 
to  the  cross — that  all  people  might 
know  the  love  of  God  in  Jesus 
Christ.  They  understand  the  bot- 
tom line  of  church  life.  They  know 
that  churches  exist,  not  for  their 
members,  but  as  training  grounds 
for  Christians  to  grow  in  faith  so 
they  can  share  their  faith  with  pre- 
Christian  people.  Not  understand- 
ing the  bottom  line  is  the  reason 
established/mainline  churches  are 
adrift.  Are  you  adrift?  If  so,  what 
are  you  going  to  do  about  it?         [ft] 

William  Easum  was  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  1995  General  Confer- 
ence. A  pastor  for  more  than  30  years, 
he  now  serves  as  executive  director  of 
21st  Century  Strategies,  Inc.,  a  non- 
profit organization  devoted  to  retooling 
pastors,  churches,  and  denominational 
leaders  for  effective  ministry. 

This  article  is  reprinted  from  the 
December  1996  issue  of  Net  Results. 
Copyright  ©  Net  Results.  Used  by  per- 
mission. 
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By  Charles  Swindoll 


AS  I  SIT  here  in  my  home  writing 
these  words,  it  is  the  first  day  of 

spring.  Literally.  I'm  ready  for  a  new 
season,  aren't  you?  Especially  spring. 

Colorful  little  pansy  blooms  are  flut- 
tering in  the  breeze  alongside  the 
winding  brick  walkway  out  front.  I  can 
see  them  through  my  study  window. 
Two  sparrows  (I  guess  that's  what 
they  are)  are  playing  fly  'n'  seek. 
They  are  either  madly  in  love  or 
really  ticked  off  at  each  other. 
They've  built  a  tiny  nest  in  the  street 
light  near  the  mailbox. 

Tiny  pink  buds  now  cover  our  ruby- 
leaf  plum  tree  up  near  the  window, 
and  the  grass  is  decidedly  greener 
than  it  was  a  couple  of  months  ago. 
God's  private  urban  renewal  program 
is  happening  before  my  very  eyes  in 
my  yard. 

I  was  wrong  again.  Just  when  I  was 
convinced  everything  was  doomed  to 
perpetual  drab,  it's  become  rainbow 
city  out  there.  Amazing! 

Reminds  me  of  a  slice  of  my  life. 
How  about  you?  The  blizzard  blast  of 
winter  does  a  numbing  number  on 
our  minds,  have  you  noticed?  Feelings 
of  helplessness  settle  in.  The  fra- 
grance of  blossoms  seems  buried  for- 
ever, smothered  beneath  the  cold, 
snuffed  out  in  the  root  system  .  .  . 
never  again  to  emerge.  Makes  us 
wonder  if  we'll  ever  run  free  again,  if 
the  sod  will  ever  soften,  if  we'll  ever 
again  feel  warmly  embraced  by  the 
rays  of  the  sun  as  it  smiles  on  us 
through  cloudless  days.  Bottom  line: 
Will  change  ever  occur? 


\a 


Suddenly,   God  pushes  back  the 
gate  and  in  marches  March  to  the 
cadence  of  the  Conductor's  com- 
mand. Happens  every  year  Enter: 
renewal.  Exit:  doubt.  Hello  hope; 
good-bye  despair. 

O  Spring,  how  we've  missed  you! 

How  much  we  need  your  gra- 
cious  nudging!   Stir  us  from  our 
slumber.  Bring  back  the  color.  Add 
a  little  shower  now  and  then  to  clean 
things  up.  Blow  away  those  threaten- 
ing clouds  with  your  sweet,   gentle 
breezes  so  we  can  see  again  the 
mountains  of  challenge  that  make  us 
want  to  climb  higher.  They've  been 
there  all  winter,  but  we've  been  inside 
a  long,  long  time.  It's  easy  to  lose 
sight  of  the  beautiful  peaks  and  the 
lovely  meadows  when  we  reduce 
life  to  "Operation  Survival." 

Is  it  springtime  right  now  in  your 
season  of  life?  Perhaps  you're  awak- 
ening from  spiritual  hibernation, 
crawling  slowly  out  of  a  dark  cave  of 
disillusionment  and  discouragement. 

Don't  be  afraid  to  try  again. 
That's  the  sun  out  there!  It  invites 
you  to  try  out  its  splendor  ...  to 
believe  anew;  to  realize  that  the 
same  Lord  who  renews  the  trees 
with  buds  and  blossoms,  who  re- 
news the  grass  with  green  in  place 
of  brown,  is  ready  to  renew  your^  *jj£J| 
life  with  hope  and  courage 

From  the  book  Growing  Strong  « 
in  the  Seasons  of  Life  by  Charles 
R.  Swindoll  (Zonderuan  Publishing 
House,  1994).  Provided  by  the(\pub-  ' 
lisher.  Used  by  permission. 
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Dear  Ladies, 

It's  time  to  think  Spring — new 
life.  I  love  to  see  the  trees  as  they 
begin  to  show  new  buds  on  their 
branches;  flowers  as  they  push  up 
through  the  ground.  As  I  write 
this,  there  is  snow  on  the  ground 
and  it  is  COLD!!  I  trust  that  when 
you  read  this,  there  will  be  some 
signs  of  spring  here  and  in  your 
neighborhood. 

Spring  reminds  us  that  Easter 
will  soon  be  here.  Such  a  beautiful 
and  meaningful  time  of  year  for 
the  Christian.  We  are  reminded  of 
the  sacrifice  that  Jesus  made  for 
us.  Doesn't  it  bring  tears  to  your 
eyes  when  you  think  about  what 
He  did  for  you  and  for  me!  Let's  be 
thankful  for  His  love. 

As  we  think  of  the  cross  and  all 
that  happened  there,  we  can  only 
respond  with  the  deepest  humility. 
Jesus  paid  the  full  price  for  our  re- 
demption when  He  died  on  the 
cross.  We  should  bow  in  humility 
before  the  One  who  had  to  die  so 
that  we  could  be  forgiven  and  have 
eternal  life. 


"I  know  the  Lord  comforts 
me,  and  I  spend  a  lot  of 
time  talking  to  Him." 


AND  THANKS  FOR  OUR  HANDS 

There,  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord  your  God, 

you  and  your  families  shall  eat  and  shall  rejoice 

in  everything  you  have  put  your  hand  to, 

because  the  Lord  your  God  has  blessed  you. 

Deuteronomy  12:7  (Nrv) 


I  read  about  three  faithful  mis- 
sionaries who  went  to  see  Ma- 
hatma  Gandhi  while  he  was  in  one 
of  his  extended  fasts.  During  their 
(continued  on  page  2) 


As  six  pairs  of  hands  encircled 
the  lunch  table,  the  four-year  old 
said,  "I'll  pray.  Dear  God,  thanks 
for  today  and  for  our  food  and,  and, 
and  for  our  hands.  Amen." 

I  remembered  what  his  hands 
did  during  the  morning:  after  break- 
fast there  were  puzzles,  tractors, 
books,  a  trip  outside  to  see  the  ani- 
mals, and  a  computer  game.  He 
was  a  busy  boy! 

Throughout  the  same  day  there 
were  additional  "hand"  aware- 
nesses. I  goofed  and  covered  my 
mouth  with  a  muffled  Oh,  Oh;  we 
fed  the  chickens  and  gathered  the 
eggs  with  our  cold  hands;  we 
talked  of  sisters  in  the  nursing 
home,  each  in  her  90s,  holding 
hands  while  one  slipped  into  her 
heavenly  home;  and  we  clapped 
our  hands  for  the  winner  of  the 
game. 

As  we  did  jobs  (which  are  always 
fun,  not  work,  with  grandchildren), 
I  thought  of  Paul's  encouragement 
to  the  new  Christians  in  Thessalo- 
nica,  "Make  it  your  ambition  to 
lead  a  quiet  life,  to  mind  your  own 
business  and  to  work  with  your 
hands,  just  as  we  told  you  .  .  ."  (I 
Thess.  4:11). 

Visualize  this:  a  toddler  stretch- 
ing to  hold  the  hand  of  his  parent, 
lest  he  stumble.  This  is  like  the 
Lord  holding  us  with  His  hand, 
making  our  steps  firm  (Ps.  37:24). 

Prior  to  writing  the  hymn  'Take 
my  life  and  let  it  be,"  Frances 
Ridley  Havergal  made  a  complete 
surrender  of  herself  to  Christ.  The 
hymn  is  a  series  of  couplets,  dedi- 


cating parts  of  her  body  to  the 
Lord — her  life,  moments,  voice, 
lips,  etc.  She  wrote  this  about  her 
hands: 

Take  my  hands  and  let  them 

move 
At  the  impulse  of  thy  love. 

Two  of  the  references  to  hands 
that  we  quote  are  "Cold  hands, 
warm  heart,"  and  "Busy  hands  are 
happy  hands."  More  important  are 
the  many  references  in  God's 
Word:  "In  the  hand  of  the  Lord;" 
"Your  right  hand,  O  Lord;"  "even 
there  will  your  hand  guide  me;" 
and  "Whatever  your  hand  finds  to 
do,  do  it  with  all  your  might." 

Look  at  your  hands.  Are  they 
smooth,  chapped,  short,  slender, 
crippled,  idle,  praying,  busy?  No 
matter  what  our  hands  are  like, 
we  are  wonderfully  made.  Our 
hands  are  precious  gifts  to  be  used 
"ever,  only,  ALL  for  Thee." 

I  know  these  lofty  thoughts  ha- 
ven't entered  Josiah's  mind  yet, 
but  he  appreciates  what  he  can  do 
with  his  hands.  Remembering  this, 
we,  too,  can  pray,  "thanks  .  .  .  for 
our  hands." 


The  President's  Pen 

(continued) 

visit,  Gandhi  requested  that  they 
sing  a  hymn  for  him.  When  they 
asked  which  one,  he  replied,  The 
one  that  expresses  all  that  is  deep- 
est in  your  faith."  They  thought  for 
a  few  moments  and  then  sang  with 
hearts  full  of  deep  conviction: 

When  I  survey  the  wondrous  cross 
On  which  the  Prince  of  Glory 
died; 
My  richest  gain  I  count  but  loss, 
And  pour  contempt  on  all  my 
pride. 

These  missionaries  could  not 
have  chosen  a  better  hymn.  The 
song  expresses  the  attitude  of 
heart  that  every  born-again  person 
feels  when  he  first  realizes  his  sin- 
fulness, his  total  inability  to  save 
himself,  and  the  true  meaning  of 
Christ's  sacrificial  death.  The  next 
time  you  sing  this  song,  think 
about  the  words. 

I  am  almost  finished  with  my 
thirty  radiation  treatments.  I  have 
some  areas  that  have  burned 
pretty  bad  and  they  are  very  un- 
comfortable. I  am  so  thankful  that 
I  can  work  every  day.  That  keeps 
me  busy,  and  I  do  not  have  time  to 
dwell  on  any  discomfort. 

I  know  the  Lord  comforts  me, 
and  I  spend  a  lot  of  time  talking  to 
Him.  The  "rough  spots"  put  in  our 
lives  by  the  Lord  can  be  stepping- 
stones  to  a  higher  ground  of  Chris- 
tian victory  and  blessing.  Thanks 
again  for  all  of  your  cards  and 
prayers. 

Has  your  society  written  to  any 
of  our  missionaries  this  year?  Plan 
to  do  that.  They  love  to  receive 
mail  from  the  W.M.S.  groups  in 
the  United  States.  They  are  all 
great  about  answering  the  letters 
they  receive.  You  will  really  be 
blessed. 

I'll  "talk"  with  you  again  in  the 
May-June  Newsletter. 

God  Bless  You. 


(Misswnayfj    ^jMisceilaity 


Miguel  and  Sonia  Antunez  are 
the  missionary-of-the-month  fam- 
ily for  March.  Reilly  Smith,  the 
executive  director  of  Brethren  Mis- 
sions, recently  returned  from  visit- 
ing Miguel,  Sonia,  and  their  son, 
Carlos.  Reilly  brought  greetings 
from  them  and  the  Women's  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  Peru  to  you. 
This  was  an  exciting  but  difficult 
year  in  Peru. 


Shirley  Black 


Miguel  is  enrolled  in  seminary, 
and  hopes  to  graduate  in  spring 
1998.  Pray  for  his  strength  as  a 
student  and  as  a  pastor. 

Reilly  described  the  property  we 
W.M.S.  ladies  are  purchasing  as 
our  missionary  project.  The  house 
on  the  property  needs  major  reno- 
vations to  permit  more  growth.  An 
architect's  plan  is  to  lower  the  floor 
to  ground  level,  add  a  mezzanine 
for  ventilation  and  storage,  and 
two  floors  above  for  classrooms/ 
fellowship  hall,  and  a  parsonage. 
This  plan  would  increase  seating 
capacity  from  45  to  160  and  add 
needed  classroom  space.  The  pro- 
ject can  be  done  in  two  phases: 

(1)  sanctuary  and  mezzanine  and 

(2)  fellowship  hall  and  parsonage. 
The  estimated  cost  ranges  between 
$35,000  and  $40,000. 

Reilly  continues,  'The  Brethren 
Church  in  Peru  has  approximately 
40  in  attendance.  People  sat  in  the 
living  room,  dining  room,  and  the 
children  were  in  the  kitchen.  They 
were  nearly  stacked  on  top  of  each 
other! 

"Recently  they  provided  an  out- 
door play  which  drew  more  than 
100  people  from  the  neighborhood, 
resulting  in  several  new  contacts  for 
the  church.  Perhaps  more  impor- 
tant, people  who  formerly  opposed 


the  church  now  allow  their  children 
to  attend  Sunday  school,  Bible  clubs, 
and  other  activities.  And  even  some 
of  the  parents  have  visited. 

"Worship  and  Sunday  school  are 
lively.  I  was  surprised  at  the  depth 
of  teaching  the  children  received. 
They  were  paying  attention,  too!" 

On  Sunday  evening  Reilly 
preached  about  "Being  Brethren." 
He  used  a  drawing  of  the  Brethren 
seal  as  his  focal  point,  and  he  em- 
phasized the  need  to  have  a  living 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ. 
With  a  living  relationship,  each 
member  has  the  responsibility  to 
talk  to  others  about  faith  in  Christ, 
to  help  those  who  are  new  in  the 
faith  to  live  a  Christian  life,  to  find 
one's  place  of  ministry  in  the 
church,  and  to  encourage  others. 

The  April  missionaries-of-the- 
month  are  Tom  and  Tiona  Conrad 
and  Keith  and  Marjorie  Bennett  in 
Greenwood,  Indiana.  The  name, 
Winning  the  Race  at  Indy  Minis- 
tries, reflects  a  unique  ministry. 
The  pastoral  team  provides  leader- 
ship to  several  multi-housing  unit 
congregations,  children's  Bible 
clubs,  and  a  variety  of  urban  min- 
istries. 

A  key  feature  of  the  ministry  is 
training.  New  leaders  and  workers 
are  equipped  to  develop  cells,  lead 
people  to  Christ,  disciple  new  be- 
lievers, and  work  with  multi-hous- 
ing managers.  Continue  to  pray  for 
the  Conrads,  Bennetts,  and  the  en- 
tire metropolitan  area  where  each 
ministers. 
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A  Tribute  to  Judy  Steiner,  November  18,  1939,  to  March  29,  1973 


Judith  Ann  Steiner  was  the  edi- 
tor of  the  Woman's  Outlook  when 
she  died  in  1973.  She  was  a  won- 
derful Christian  woman,  admired 
and  love  by  many  of  us.  She  cared 
about  the  work  of  W.M.S.  and  was 
a  dedicated  member.  She  was  com- 
mitted to  putting  out  the  Outlook 
until  the  very  end  of  her  life.  She 
is  still  remembered  by  many. 

Judy  was  born  in  Louisville,  Ohio; 
graduated  from  Ashland  College; 
and  married  Paul.  At  the  time  of 
Judy's  death,  they  lived  in  Lanark, 
Illinois,  where  Paul  pastored. 

Arlene  Lockhart,  a  member  of 
the  Bryan,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church, 
wrote  this  poetic  tribute  to  Judy. 

Face  of  Jesus 
In  her  face  reflected  beauty 
Glowing  within,  a  life  of  love 
Always  willing  to  do  her  duty 
In  light  of  knowledge  from  above. 

Hands  of  Jesus 
Her  hands  so  like  her  own  dear 

Saviour's 
Reaching  out  to  help  and  share, 
Beautiful  were  her  hands  uplifted 
In  an  attitude  of  prayer. 

Feet  of  Jesus 
In  the  footsteps  of  Jesus  walking 
Often  tired  and  weary  there 
Still  telling  salvation's  message 
Or  helping  someone's  burden 
bear. 

Temptation  of  Jesus 
Surely  she  was  often  tempted 
When  sick  and  weak  to  stop  and 

rest 
But  relying  on  God's  promise 
She  would  strive  to  do  her  best. 

Tears  of  Jesus 
Even  the  Saviour  was  known  to 

weep 
And  tears  of  compassion  would 

rob  her  sleep. 
She  laboured  hard  the  harvest  to 

reap 
And  committed  those  won  for 

Christ  to  keep. 
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Prayer  of  Jesus 
Prayer  was  the  power  that  filled 

her  life; 
It  gave  her  courage  in  times  of 

strife. 
She  prayed  that  God's  glory  be 

revealed 
And  in  the  background  her  life 

concealed. 

Sonship  of  Jesus 
She  knew  Jesus  the  Son  of  God 
Who  life's  dusty  paths  had  trod. 
And  seeking  to  find  His  way 
In  these  same  pathways  she  too 
would  stay. 

Touch  of  Jesus 
Do  you  wonder  why  her  life  rang 

true? 
I  can  tell  the  secret  to  you. 
Consecration  and  talents  she 

gave  so  much, 
It  was  all  because  of  the  Master's 

touch. 

Love  of  Jesus 
Christ's  love  so  much  to  her  it 

meant 
His  sacrifice  she'd  not  forget. 
So  she  passed  it  on  to  all  she 

knew 
So  they  could  know  real  joy  too. 

Anger  of  Jesus 
Jesus  so  gentle  was  angry  indeed 
When  man  ignored  his  neighbor's 

need. 
She  too  with  indignation  would  fill 
When  man  ignored  God's  Holy 

will. 

Voice  of  Jesus 
Her  voice  was  as  soft  as  an  angel's 

song 
As  the  pathway  of  life  she 

walked  along. 
The  joy  she  knew  coming  from 

the  Lord 
Made  beautiful  music  with  a 

heavenly  chord. 


Friendship  of  Jesus 
So  precious  her  friendship  with 

Christ  her  King 
She  could  always  His  praises  sing 
And  witness  to  others  of  her  dear 

friend, 
Who  would  always  be  true  unto 

the  end. 
Now  this  friendship  she  has  em- 
braced 
For  she  now  in  Heaven  can  look 

on  His  face. 
And  we  who  are  challenged  by 

her  life  of  love 
Seek  to  live  for  the  Saviour  sent 

from  above. 

As  we  approach  the  month  when 
daffodils  bloom  and  door-to-door 
solicitations  are  received  for  the 
cancer  society,  thank  God  for  the 
lives  of  saints  like  Judy.  Pray  for 
those  who  are  ill  and  pray  that 
medical  researchers  may  soon  find 
a  cure  for  this  dreaded  disease. 
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To  the  W.M.S.  Ladies: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  award- 
ing me  the  W.M.S.  Scholarship.  It 
will  be  very  helpful  with  college  ex- 
penses throughout  the  year.  I  will 
graduate  in  December  1997  with  a 
Bachelor's  Degree  in  Elementary 
Education  and  certification  in  Pre- 
K.  I  am  very  excited  to  be  so  close 
to  reaching  my  goal  of  becoming  a 
teacher  and  making  a  difference  in 
children's  lives. 

I  am  currently  a  member  of  Al- 
pha Delta  Pi  sorority  and  Kappa 
Delta  Pi  education  honorary. 

I  am  honored  that  you  chose  to 
award  me  this  scholarship  and 
greatly  appreciate  it.  Thanks  again! 
Sincerely,  Kelly  Hurley 

Kelly  is  a  member  of  the  Gretna 
Brethren  Church  in  Bellefontaine, 
Ohio.  The  W.M.S.  Scholarship  is 
given  to  a  senior  woman,  who  is  a 
member  of  The  Brethren  Church 
and  attends  Ashland  University. 
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district  goings 

Calling  all  Women 

Learn  about  stress  management 


%t  Zktor's  Bitty 


The  Hurrieder  I  go, 

the  Behinder  I  get. 


ROBIN  WOMER 


Also 


Lunch 

Crafts 

Good  Fellowship 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  22,  1997 

9:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 

at  the  St.  Luke  Brethren  Church 
Woodstock,  Virginia 


Registration  fee:  $10  in  advance; 
$12  at  the  door,  which  includes 
lunch  and  craft  time. 

Sponsored  by  Southeastern  Dis- 
trict W.M.S.  for  all  women,  includ- 
ing those  who  are  neither 
members  of  The  Brethren  Church 
nor  of  W.M.S. 

Robin  is  the  Chaplain  at  Rock- 
ingham Memorial  Hospital  in  Har- 
risonburg, Virginia.  She  will  talk 
about  stress  management  from  a 
Biblical  perspective,  and  she  will 
gear  it  for  women! 

To  register  or  for  more  informa- 
tion, phone  Susan  Kidd:  540-828- 
4987. 


Dear  Friend, 

Special  thanks  to  Reilly  Smith 
and  Ginny  Hoyt  in  the  Brethren 
Missionary  Ministries  office  for  the 
informative  missionary  informa- 
tion. Now  you  understand  the  ur- 
gency of  our  missionary  project  — 
buying  the  church  property  in 
Peru.  This  is  the  second  year  of 
our  two-year  project  and  our  goal 
is  only  $25,000. 

And  remember,  when  you  con- 
sider your  project  offering,  that  we 
don't  give  money  to  the  W.M.S., 
but  to  people  around  the  world — in 


Mothers  and  Daughters 

Most  of  you  have  your  ideas  and 
plans  set  for  your  Mother  and 
Daughter  event.  However,  if  you 
are  still  groping  for  an  idea,  con- 
sider one  of  these. 

Last  May  the  Huntington  com- 
mittee used  a  50s  theme.  Five  men 
prepared  the  meal  and  two  wait- 
resses on  roller  skates  (we  called 
them  car  hops)  served  the  feast  of 
hot  dogs,  hamburgers,  french  fries, 
and  root  beer  floats. 

The  Horace  Mann  Singers,  a 
group  of  4th  and  5th  grade  stu- 
dents, presented  the  program  of 
50s  music.  Favors  were  miniature 
ice  cream  sodas  with  straws. 

Participants  in  the  program 
were  Carol  Tucker,  Pat  Lusch,  Ol- 
ive Teusch,  Marjorie  Teusch,  Judy 
Lee  and  daughters  Kristi  and 
Kari. 

The  three  Park  St.  circles  and 
the  Mothers  Club  in  Ashland 
planned  a  Teddy  Bear  evening. 
Dave  Kowalka,  an  Ashland  ele- 
mentary school  principal,  told  the 
story  of  the  Teddy  Bear.  His  hobby 
is  making  and  collecting  bears,  so 
he  displayed  several  originals. 

Group  singing  included  the  tra- 
ditional bear  songs:  "Me  and  My 
Teddy  Bear,"  'The  Bear  Went  Over 
the  Mountain,"  and  'The  Teddy 
Bears'  Picnic."  Participants  in  the 
program  were  Beth  Buford,  Doris 
Shultz,  and  Polly  Benshoff.  Table 
decorations  were  brightly  colored 
balloons  and  bears. 


this  case,  to  the  people,  both  be- 
lievers and  non-believers,  in  Peru. 
The  W.M.S.  is  the  body  that 
touches  people. 

Susan  Kidd  sent  updated  infor- 
mation for  the  W.M.S.  directory  in 
the  January-February  Newsletter. 
The  president  of  the  Oak  Hill  soci- 
ety (SE  district)  is  Lois  Robinson, 
105  Miller  Ave.,  Oak  Hill,  WV 
25901-2515.  Thanks,  Susan,  and 
welcome,  Lois. 

Several  societies  have  baby 
showers  for  pregnancy  centers  or 
similar  organizations.  This  pleas- 
ure is  three-fold:  having  the 
shower  at  your  meeting  with  a  rep 
from  the  center  to  speak,  or  gath- 
ering in  the  center  for  a  tour  and 
your  meeting  and  shower;  her 
pleasure  in  showing  her  co-work- 
ers the  gifts;  and  the  happiness  for 
the  new  mother  in  receiving  these 
love  gifts.  This  is  a  beautiful  way 
to  share  God's  love. 

The  National  Day  of  Prayer  is 
Thursday,  May  1.  We  know  that 
prayer  can  change  our  lives.  Like- 
wise, prayer  can  change  our  na- 
tion. Begin  now  to  plan,  to 
participate,  and  to  pray. 

Remember  Emmanuel?  God  with 
us.  When  schedules  get  hectic  this 
spring,  remember  that  God  is  still 
with  us.  And  He  is  Risen!  Alleluia! 

To  you  presidents,  as  you  pray 
for  your  individual  members,  pray 
also  for  your  nominating  commit- 
tee. Occasionally  it  is  difficult  to 
choose  a  nominating  committee 
and  then  nominees  for  your  elected 
officers.  Officers  are  to  be  elected 
and  reported  on  the  statistical  re- 
port. That  form  is  to  be  returned  to 
Nancy  Hunn,  general  secretary,  in 
Nappanee,  Indiana,  before  June 
30.  As  quickly  as  time  flies,  June 
30  is  just  around  the  corner! 

And  here  is  another  summer 
thought:  General  Conference  will 
be  in  South  Bend,  Indiana,  August 
4-8.  Begin  your  plans! 

Your  friend, 


Joan 
Women's  Outlook  Newsletter 


Brethren  World  Missions 


What  is  the  role  of  Brethren  Missions  today? 

By  Reilly  Smith 


ACCORDING  to  our  purpose 
statement,  Brethren  Missions 
"encourages  and  equips  the  Breth- 
ren to  make  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  .  .  .  ."  These  key  elements — 
encouraging  and  equipping — are 
becoming  increasingly  important 
to  our  global  missions  strategy. 

Fewer  North  American  Chris- 
tians now  serve  as  career  mission- 
aries in  Asia,  Africa,  and  Latin 
America  than  served  in  previous 
generations.  Indigenous  mission- 
aries are  taking  their  places.  These 
nationals  often  out-perform  their 
North  American  and  European 
counterparts,  and  they  are  usually 
less  costly  to  support. 

As  Brethren  nationals  continue 
the  work  begun  by  pioneer  mission- 
aries, Brethren  Missions  puts  more 
emphasis  on  encouraging  and 
equipping.  Our  best  example  of  the 
importance  of  this  is  in  the  Breth- 
ren Mission  in  India. 

In  India 

Dr.  K.  Prasanth  Kumar  leads  a 
church  that  is  nearly  twice  the  size 
of  The  Brethren  Church  in  the  U.S. 
Training  is  one  of  the  keys  to  the 
remarkable  growth  of  the  Brethren 
Mission  in  India.  The  Brethren 
Bible  Institute  in  Rajahmundry 
annually  trains  between  20  and  30 
new  pastors.  This  year's  graduates 
will  plant  enough  new  churches  to 
expand  the  total  number  of  preach- 
ing points  by  ten  percent. 

Our  relationship  to  The  Brethren 
Church  in  India  is  largely  one  of 
encouragement.  We  provide  friend- 
ship, resources,  prayer,  and  fellow- 
ship. They  make  disciples  for  Jesus 
Christ  under  Dr.  Kumar's  leadership. 

In  Argentina 

Our  first  Brethren  mission  field 
was  in  Argentina.  The  Brethren 
Church  in  Argentina  is  now  a  sister 
denomination,  no  longer  a  mission 
field  for  us.  Nevertheless,  our  rela- 
tionship with  the  Argentine  Breth- 
ren remains  very  warm.  Alan  Baer 
still  serves  on  our  behalf  as  a  re- 
source person  for  the  Argentine 
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Brethren.  We  also  continue  to  pro- 
vide some  financial  resources  and 
encouragement  to  assist  both  the 
ministry  in  Argentina  and  their 
mission  work  in  Paraguay. 

We  are  also  planning  a  new  equip- 
ping relationship  with  The  Breth- 
ren Church  in  Argentina.  Eduardo 
and  Mariela  Rodriguez  are  current- 
ly studying  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  in  order  to  return  to 
Argentina  and  train  leaders,  espe- 
cially pastors  and  missionaries. 

Discussions  are  currently  under- 
way with  the  Rodriguezes,  The  Breth- 
ren Church  in  Argentina,  and  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary  about  the 
possibility  of  reopening  Eden  Bible 
Institute.  We  hope  that  together  we 
can  provide  a  training  center  for 
Brethren  leaders  that  will  provide 
special  seminars  and  courses  taught 
by  Ashland  professors  and  other 
qualified  Brethren  from  the  United 
States,  in  addition  to  the  regular 
curriculum  offered  at  the  institute. 
Eduardo  estimates  that  in  the  last 
generation  the  Argentine  Brethren 
lost  nearly 
100  couples 
to  other 
ministries 
because  the 
church  did 
not  have  a 
Brethren 
training 
center.  We 
hope  to 
Educardo  and  provide 

Mariella  Rodriguez        a  training 
center  that  will  not  only  stem  the 
tide  of  those  losses,  but  produce  lead- 
ers for  Paraguay  and  Peru  as  well. 

In  Colombia 

Marcelo  and  Adriana  Ferreri,  an- 
other couple  from  Argentina,  are 
planning  to  come  to  the  United 
States  in  March  to  interview  for  de- 
ployment as  missionaries  to  Colom- 
bia. Marcelo's  experience  includes 
seven  years  as  an  assistant  pastor 
to  Rev.  Hugo  Lara  in  Buenos  Aires. 
During  that  time,  he  also  served  as 
interim   pastor  of  the   Palermo 


church,  assisted  in  two  church 
plants,  led  the  small  group  minis- 
try, worked  a  secular  job,  and  stud- 
ied at  a  Bible  college.  Adriana  is  a 
Christian  educator  and  experi- 
enced worship  leader. 

Their  assignment  will  be  to  de- 
velop discipleship  and  leadership 
training 
processes 
for  The 
Brethren 
Church 
in  Colom- 
bia. They 
will  pas- 
tor the 
Ferrara 
church 
in  the 
city  of 
Medelh'n 
until  they  Marcelo  and 

train  sue-  Adriana  Ferreri 

cessors,  then  show  the  Brethren 
how  to  plant  new  churches.  We 
hope  eventually  to  open  a  training 
center  in  Colombia  as  well. 

In  Mexico 

In  April  1997,  Rev.  Ken  Sullivan 
and  Rev.  Ray  Aspinall  will  travel 
with  me  to  Mexico  City  for  the  first 
annual  Mexican  Brethren  Pastors' 
Conference.  Lord  willing,  our  wives 
will  go  with  us  and  minister  to  the 
pastors'  wives.  Ken  and  Ray  will 
teach  Brethren  heritage  and  thought. 

Most  of  our  Brethren  pastors  in 
Mexico  City  come  from  other  de- 
nominations. Therefore  we  hope  to 
provide  an  annual  training  event 
that  will  help  them  understand  our 
heritage  and  enable  them  to  be- 
come more  effective  in  ministry. 
Future  training  events  would  pro- 
vide instruction  in  Bible,  ministry 
skills,  and  church  planting.  We 
pray  that  contact  between  Mexican 
and  U.S.  pastors  will  build  a  strong 
bond  of  fellowship  and  mutual  en- 
couragement. We  also  pray  that  the 
Brethren  in  Mexico  City  will  be- 
come so  numerous  that  they,  too, 
will  need  a  training  center. 

Please  contact  me  at  the  Breth- 
ren Missions  office  if  you  want 
more  information  about  how  you 
can  help  encourage  or  train  Breth- 
ren around  the  world.  [ft] 

Rev.  Smith  is  Director  of  Missionary 
Ministries  for  The  Brethren  Church. 
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Building  for  the  future  in  Argentina 


By  Jose  Rivero 


In  the  following  article,  SenorJose 
Rivero,  National  Supervisor  of  The 
Brethren  Church  in  Argentina,  re- 
ports on  exciting  developments  in  four 
of  the  Argentine  congregations. 

Casita  de  Betania 

This  new  congregation  of  between 
40  and  50  people  is  located  in  one 
of  the  many  and  varied  neighbor- 
hoods of  Rosario,  the  second-larg- 
est city  in  Argentina.  Last  year  the 
congregation  dedicated  a  beautiful 
new  building.  This  building  was 
made  possible  by  the  efforts  and 
support  of  the  main  Brethren 
church  in  Rosaria — on  Amenabar 
Street — along  with  special  offerings 
from  the  U.S.  Brethren.  Current- 
ly an  upper  story  is  being  added 
that  will  include  pastoral  offices. 

At  present  the  church  lacks  a 
full-time  pastor.  Therefore,  at  least 
temporarily,  a  woman — Sefiora  Rosa 
de  Garay — supported  by  several 
other  women,  is  fulfilling  the  lead- 
ership role,  making  it  unique  among 
Argentine  Brethren  churches. 

It  is  inspiring  to  see  the  dedica- 
tion of  these  Brethren,  the  major- 
ity of  whom  come  from  poor  back- 
grounds. They  are  evangelizing  and 
even  meeting  the  material  needs 
of  that  humble  neighborhood. 

Rosario  Central 

The  Amenabar  congregation  re- 
cently celebrated  its  50th  anniver- 


sary. In  addition  to  supporting  the 
building  projects  of  other  churches, 
this  congregation  for  a  number  of 
years  has  carried  out  ambitious 
projects  on  its  own  property.  It  is 
now  in  the  planning  stages  of  re- 
modeling and  enlarging  its  sanc- 
tuary, which  cannot  hold  the  250 
people  who  currently  attend  there. 

Bombal 

This  small  city  is  located  in  an 
extremely  fertile  agricultural 
area  of  Santa  Fe  province.  The 
Brethren  church  there  has  a 
building  that  no 
longer  meets  the 
needs  and  projects 
of  the  congrega- 
tion. Therefore, 
under  the  leader- 
ship of  lay  pastor 
Jose  Britos,  the 
congregation  of  60 
to  70  people  has  be- 
gun constructing  an 
addition. 

This  addition 
will  not  only  in- 
crease the  seating 
capacity  consider- 
ably, but  it  will 
provide  space  for 
offices,  bathrooms,  and  other 
rooms.  This  project  will  combine 
the  old  with  the  new  in  such  a  way 
so  as  to  give  a  novel  and  original 
look  to  the  finished  construction. 


The  vision  to  build  this  addition 
has  stimulated  the  members  to 
greater  personal  commitment. 

Firmat 

Although  comparable  in  size  to 
Bombal,  the  city  of  Firmat  is 
noted  more  for  its  industries  than 
for  its  agriculture.  It,  too,  has  a 
congregation  guided  by  a  lay  pas- 
tor, Eduardo  Hoogendoorn,  who 
during  the  past  year  has  seen  the 
congregation  triple  in  size  to  al- 
most 100  people,  the  fruit  of  ambi- 
tious evangelization.  The  growth 
in  attendance  and  in  the  number 
of  meetings  has  challenged  the 
congregation  to  increase  the  size 
of  its  facilities.  Plans  call  for  an 
enlarged  sanctuary  that  can  be 
divided  for  simultan- 
eous smaller  meetings 
and  Sunday  school. 

The  church's  long- 
range  vision  is  for  a 
completely  new  build- 
ing, showing  the  congre- 
gation's firm  conviction 
that  it  will  have  a  fruit- 
ful future  in  Firmat. 

As  you  may  know, 
the  current  economic 
situation  in  Argentina 
is  characterized  by 
high  unemployment 
and  low  salaries. 
These  realities  make 
these  projects  all  the 
more  outstanding  and  show  that 
they  are  only  possible  by  God's 
hand.  The  members  are  sacrifi- 
cially  providing  the  funds  without 
outside  financial  assistance.       [ft] 


Our  partnership  in  the  gospel  in  Malaysia 

By  David  and  Jenny  Loi 


DEAR  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ:  greetings  to  all  of  you 
in  the  precious  name  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  We  arrived  safely 
home  in  Malaysia  on  November  1, 
1996,  from  our  visit  to  the  United 
States.  The  U.S.  trip  was  a  bless- 
ing to  us  in  many  ways.  It  was  good 
to  see  so  many  loving  Brethren 
again  after  seven  years.  The  trip 
brought  us  closer.  We  also  made 
many  new  friends.  We  were  spiri- 
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tually  charged  by  attending  Praise 
Gathering  '96  in  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Thanks  to  Dr.  James  Hollinger  for 
making  it  possible  for  us  to  attend 
this  wonderful  event. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the  Mis- 
sionary Board  and  the  Brethren 
churches  for  making  it  possible  for 
us  to  visit  the  U.S.  Thanks  also  to 
the  many  individuals  who  gra- 
ciously opened  their  homes  to  us 
during  the  three  months  we  were  in 


the  U.S.  It  was  a  blessed  and  enjoy- 
able trip,  even  though  we  grew  tired 
from  traveling  and  living  out  of 
suitcases  for  13  weeks.  We  did  have 
some  time,  however,  for  relaxing 
and  sightseeing.  We  even  had  two 
days  in  Honolulu  on  our  way  home. 

We  thank  God  for  His  presence  in 
the  Brethren  Mission  in  Malaysia 
while  we  were  away.  The  congrega- 
tions at  both  Johor  Baru  and 
Penang  enjoyed  times  of  close  fel- 
lowship. We  are  grateful  to  Mr.  Voo 
Yong-Huat  for  taking  charge  of 
Sunday  services  in  Johor  Baru  dur- 
ing our  absence. 

The  church  school  children  and 
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youth  welcomed  the  resumption  of  meetings 
after  a  three-month  break.  Some  of  the  chil- 
dren had  stopped  coming  to  church.  We  are 
trying  various  ways  to  keep  them  inter- 
ested. In  addition  to  singing  children's  songs, 
telling  Bible  stories,  and  doing  handicrafts, 
we  provide  about  15  minutes  of  game  time. 
During  the  first  meeting,  everyone  also  re- 
ceived a  small  gift  we  brought  from  the  U.S. 
(bought  with  money  given  by  the  Faith 
W.M.S.  of  Park  Street  Brethren  Church  in 
Ashland). 

Other  activities  for  the  children  and  youth 
have  included  an  outing  to  the  park  for  the 
children  on  December  14  (with  Kentucky 
Fried  Chicken  for  lunch!);  a  Christmas  cele- 
bration for  both  the  children  and  youth  on 
December  21;  a  Christ- 
mas caroling  party  on 
December  23;  and  a 
BYIC  outing  to  the 
popular  fishing  village 
of  Kukup  on  January  3. 
The  youth  are  growing 
spiritually,  and  recently 
two  new  young  people 
began  attending. 

The  entire  congrega- 
tion had  a  worship  serv- 
ice and  potluck  dinner 


Jenny  Loi  (r.)  with  children  who  attended  the  Christmas  party. 


on  Christmas  Day.  We 
also  invited  some  non- 
Christian  friends  to 
attend.  This  is  a  time 
when  non-believers  are 
more  willing  to  come  to 
church.  It  was  a  mean- 
ingful occasion. 

In  the  Penang  Breth- 
ren Church,  three  ba- 
bies were  born  during 
the  second  half  of  1996. 
Their  parents  brought 
these  babies  to  church 
for  dedication  to  God. 
Praise  the  Lord! 

Finally,  we  thank  the 
U.S.  Brethren  churches 
and  many  individuals 
for  helping  to  raise  the 
funds  for  the  Penang 
Church  building.  To 
date  $104,000  has  been 
raised.  We  still  need  an- 
other $40,000,  which  in- 
cludes renovation  costs. 

We  love  you  all  and 
enjoy  our  partnership 
in  the  Lord's  wonderful 
ministry.  May  our  Lord 
richly  bless  you  all  is 
our  earnest  prayer,     [ft] 


To  keep  the  walls  from  tumbling  down! 

By  Todd  Ruggles 


L! 


IKE  MOST  STRUCTURES  in  Mexico 
City,  the  building  of  Centro  Cristiano 
Para  La  Familia  (the  Brethren  church  in 
Palo  Solo)  is  made  of  concrete  and  brick. 
But  this  building  was  poorly  constructed. 
Not  enough  reinforcing  rods  were  used  to 
adequately  support  the  nearly  foot-thick 
concrete  in  the  ceiling. 

Over  time,  Mexico  City's  many  earth- 
quakes damaged  the  weak  ceiling  and  its 
supports.  The  ceiling  (which  is  also  the 
building's  flat  roof)  was  sagging  notice- 
ably, and  all  of  the  exterior  walls  were 
beginning  to  crack  from  the  stress. 

To  keep  the  walls  from  tumbling  down, 
work  began  on  September  26  to  reinforce 
the  building.  Holes  were  dug  in  the  floor 
and  four  footers  were  poured  for  new  sup- 
port pillars.  Then  steel  I-beam  pillars  and 
ceiling  supports  were  installed.  In  the 
process,  the  ceiling  was  raised  about  two 
inches  in  the 
center  to  take 
out  the  sag. 

The  building 
was  also  ex- 
tended about 
five  feet  to 
make  use  of  the 
space  between 
the  old  exterior 
wall  and  a  pro- 
tective wall  by 
the  street.  Part 
of  this  extra 
space  was  used 
for  a  kitchen.  A 
much-needed 
new  bathroom 
has  also  been 
added. 


During  the  building  process  a  number 
of  changes  had  to  be  made  in  existing 
plumbing  in  order  to  repair  problems, 
meet  building  codes,  and  complete  new 
installations.  At  every  step  along  the  way, 
the  work  was  inspected  by  government 
inspecters.  This  not  only  ensures  the 
safety  of  the  building,  but  should  preclude 
problems  with  building  regulations  in  the 
future. 

The  members  of  the  Brethren  church 
in  Palo  Solo  wish  to  express  their  thanks 
to  Reilly  Smith,  Brethren  Missions,  and 
all  of  the  Brethren  of  the  United  States 
for  making  this  project  possible.  Because 
of  the  current  economic  situation  in  the 
church,  the  Palo  Solo  Brethren,  on  their 
own,  would  probably  have  been  unable  to 
make  the  needed  repairs  in  the  near 
future.  They  have  been  deeply  blessed 
by  your  help.  [ft] 


Interior  of  the  Palo  Solo  church  building,  showing  one  of  the 
pillars,  some  of  the  ceiling  supports,  and  the  new  concrete  floor. 
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Goshen  First  Brethren  Church 
celebrating  100th  anniversary 

Goshen,  Ind.  —  The  Goshen  First 
Brethren  Church  is  celebrating  its 
100th  anniversary  this  year  with  a 
series  of  special  monthly  events. 

Dr.  Charles  Munson  spoke  for  the 
January  event.  He  did  his  impersona- 
tion of  Elder  Henry  Holsinger,  leader 
of  the  Progressive  Movement  that  be- 
came The  Brethren  Church  in  1883. 
His  presentation  gave  a  historical 
background  for  other  celebrations 
planned  for  the  centennial  year. 

An  old-fashioned  valentine  ban- 
quet was  held  in  February,  and  a 
concert  by  the  Kingdom  Heirs  quar- 
tet is  planned  for  March.  On  April 
20th,  members  of  area  Brethren 
churches  will  be  invited  to  join  the 
Goshen  Brethren  for  a  hymn  sing. 
Other  events  are  planned  for  each 
month  throughout  the  year. 

The  Goshen  congregation  was  or- 
ganized in  March  1897,  with  serv- 
ices led  by  Charles  F.  Yoder.  The 
first  church  building  was  dedicated 
in  1903,  then  enlarged  just  a  few 
years  later.  On  January  18,  1927, 
fire  destroyed  that  building,  and  the 
congregation  met  in  a  school  while 
the  present  building  was  con- 
structed. This  building,  dedicated 
on  March  4,  1928,  has  seen  a  num- 
ber of  modifications  and  improve- 
ments over  the  years. 

At  its  peak,  the  congregation  had 
about  600  members.  Then  in  1969  a 
number  of  members  left  to  form  the 
Jefferson  Brethren  Church. 

Currently  First  Brethren  averages 
around  200  in  worship,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  362.  According  to  Rev. 
Don  Rowser,  senior  pastor  of  the 
congregation,  the  church  is  growing 
and  focusing  on  outreach. 

—  submitted  by  Anna  Bolinger 
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Hammond  Avenue  Church  responds 
when  rare  opportunity  knocks 

By  Bill  Shipman,  associate  pastor 


HAVE  YOU  ever  encountered 
an  opportunity  you  just 
couldn't  pass  up?  For  example, 
you're  walking  down  the  street 
and  you  see  a  lonely  $10.00  bill 
on  the  sidewalk.  You  know  you 
just  have  to  pick  it  up  and  give 
it  comfort. 

Or  someone  says  he  has  two 
tickets  he  can't  use  to  a  sold-out 
concert  (the  one  you  promised  your 
wife  you'd  take  her  to  but  for  which 
you  forgot  to  buy  tickets).  He 
doesn't  know  what  to  do  with  them, 
so  you  step  forward  and  volun- 
teer to  take  them  off  his  hands. 

That's  a  little  like  the  opportu- 
nity that  came  to  the  Hammond 
Avenue  Brethren  Church  in 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  this  past  Christ- 
mas season.  One  of  the  church's 
neighbors  set  up  a  light  display 
and  also  a  demonstration  of  his 
skills  as  a  blacksmith. 

During  the  week  before  Christ- 
mas, about  5,000  people  came  to 
see  his  display.  But  he  had  one 
problem — limited  parking  space. 

We  took  advantage  of  this  God- 
given  opportunity.  Having  a 
large  parking  lot  right  next  door, 
we  invited  people  to  park  there. 
We  didn't  just  let  them  park 
there,  we  showed  them  where  to 
park.  And  we  gave  each  person  a 
candy  cane   and  we  placed  on 


every  car  a  card  telling  the  story 
of  the  origin  of  the  candy  cane. 
(The  story  presents  the  gospel 
message).  On  the  back  of  the  card 
was  an  invitation  to  our  Christ- 
mas services.  We  gave  out  more 
than  1,500  cards  and  who  knows 
how  many  candy  canes  to  people 
as  they  passed  by. 

This  opportunity  has  benefited 
us  in  many  ways.  It  gave  our 
people  a  non-threatening  way  to 
share  the  gospel  message.  It  gave 
us  a  good  time  of  fellowship. 
(When  we  were  not  passing  out 
cards,  we  were  trying  to  stay 
warm  next  to  a  heater  in  an  ice- 
fishing  tent  that  one  of  the  men 
brought  in  each  night.  This  made 
for  cozy  togetherness  in  the  sub- 
zero weather.) 

Furthermore,  it  gave  us  contact 
with  thousands  of  people.  It  also 
created  a  sense  of  excitement 
that  has  continued  in  our  church. 
People  are  still  talking  about  the 
candy  cane  ministry  and  are  ask- 
ing, "What  are  we  going  to  do 
next  year?"  And  it  even  gave  us 
one  new  couple,  who  came  to  our 
services  because  we  took  advan- 
tage of  this  opportunity. 

The  next  time  God  gives  us  an 
opportunity,  I'm  sure  we  will 
take  advantage  of  it.  What  about 
you  and  your  church?  [ft] 


Thanfi  you 

I  want  to  thank  those  of  you 
who  participated  in  the  recently 
completed  Brethren  Church  Na- 
tional Survey.  We  received  an  ex- 
cellent response  (more  than  200 
surveys  were  returned)  and  valu- 
able, candid,  insightful  informa- 
tion from  those  of  you  who  com- 
pleted the  forms. 

We  have  prepared  statistical 
analyses  of  the  data  and  are  con- 
sidering program  options  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Executive  Board  and 
to  the  Missionary  and  Congrega- 


tional Ministries  Councils  when 
they  meet  on  March  20  and  21. 

We  expect  to  complete  the  sur- 
vey report  by  the  end  of  March, 
and  a  summary  of  the  report  will 
be  included  in  the  next  issue  of 
the  Evangelist. 

Once  again,  Thank  you  for  your 
participation. 

—  Emanuel  W.  Sandberg, 
Director  of  Transition 


Truth  is  always  strong,  no  matter 
how  weak  it  looks;  and  falsehood  is 
always  weak,  no  matter  how  strong 
it  looks.  — Phillips  Brooks 
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In  Memory 

Dr.  J.  D.  "Bud"  Hamel 

Dr.  J.  D.  "Bud"  Hamel,  73,  an 

outstanding  Brethren  pastor,  evan- 
gelist, radio  preacher,  volunteer  chap- 
lain, and  servant  of  the  Lord,  died  of 
cancer  February  17  in  Sarasota,  Fla. 

Dr.  Hamel  was  Pastor  Emeritus 
of  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren 
Church, 
where  he 
served 
as  pastor 
from 
1960  un- 
til his  re- 
tirement 
in  1988. 
During 
his  years 
in  Sara- 
sota he 
also  pro- 
vided out-  Dr-  J-  D-  Hamel 
standing  service  to  the  community 
as  volunteer  chaplain  for  the  Sara- 
sota police  and  fire  departments 
and  for  the  Sarasota  County  sher- 
iffs office. 

Joseph  D.  Hamel  was  born  Au- 
gust 9,  1923,  in  Rumford,  Maine. 
His  family  moved  to  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  where  he  attended  Conemaugh 
School  and  became  a  member  of  the 
Johnstown  Second  Brethren  Church. 
Following  high  school,  he  served  in 
the  armed  forces  in  the  South  Pa- 
cific during  World  War  II. 

After  the  war  he  earned  degrees 
at  Ashland  College  (B.S.  in  educa- 
tion, 1949)  and  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  (Master's  in  Religious 
Education,  1951).  Ashland  College 
also  awarded  him  an  honorary  Doc- 
tor of  Divinity  degree  in  1972. 

As  a  student,  he  pastored  the  Fair 
Haven  Brethren  Church  of  Lattas- 
burg,  Ohio.  Following  seminary  he 
served  the  Lanark,  111.,  (1951-53)  and 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  (1953-60)  First 
Brethren  Churches  before  accepting 
the  call  to  Sarasota  First  Brethren. 
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During  his  28  years  as  its  pastor 
this  mission  congregation  of  less  than 
70  members  grew  into  a  church  of 
more  than  700  members.  An  educa- 
tional building  was  dedicated  in 
1964  and  a  sanctuary  seating  more 
than  800  was  completed  in  1970. 
Dr.  Hamel  was  also  the  voice  of 
"The  Brethren  Hour,"  a  radio  min- 
istry begun  in  1967  that  grew  into 
an  international  broadcast  heard 
around  the  world.  Under  his  lead- 
ership, the  Sarasota  congregation 
launched  a  new  Brethren  church  in 
Bradenton,  Fla.,  and  a  ministry  to 
Hispanics  that  has  also  developed 
into  a  separate  congregation. 

On  August  7,  1949,  Hamel  mar- 
ried Jean  Marie  Rowsey,  who  sur- 
vives him.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children,  Jo  Anne  Ruth  (Mrs. 
Daniel  H.  Brenner),  Janet  Sue  (Mrs. 
Timothy  L.  Solomon),  and  John  Her- 
bert, all  of  whom  survive  him.  He  is 
also  survived  by  10  grandchildren. 

His  funeral  was  held  Saturday, 
February  22,  in  the  Sarasota  First 
Brethren  sanctuary  with  an  over- 
flow crowd  in  attendance,  including 
many  firefighters  and  law-enforce- 
ment officers.  Brethren  elders  David 
L.  Stone,  Kenneth  Solomon,  Dave 
Cooksey,  Eugene  Beekley,  and  Bob 
Dillard  (formerly  Brethren)  partici- 
pated in  the  90-minute  service. 
Other  speakers  included  the  sher- 
iff, the  chief  of  police,  and  the  chief 
of  the  fire  department.  Daughter 
Janet  and  son  John  also  spoke  on 
behalf  of  the  family.  Dr.  Hamel  was 
remembered  as  a  tireless  messen- 
ger of  God,  someone  as  eager  to 
help  a  stranger  as  a  friend,  and  as  a 
devoted  husband  and  father. 


Fire  department  chaplain  J.D.  Hamel 
takes  his  last  ride  on  a  fire  truck. 


His  flag-draped  coffin  was  taken 
to  the  cemetery  atop  a  fire  truck  at 
the  front  of  a  motorcade  two  miles 
long.  At  the  graveside,  a  21 -gun  salute 
was  given  in  his  honor. 

Gifts  in  Dr.  Hamel's  memory — for 
an  outdoor  baptistery  and  gardens 
for  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren 
Church — may  be  made  to  the  "Chap- 
lain J.D.  Hamel  Trust  Fund"  and 
sent  to  First  Union  Bank  at  3625 
Bee  Ridge  Rd.,  Sarasota,  FL  34232. 

In  Memory 

Mary  Elizabeth  Grumbling 

Mary  Elizabeth  (Meg)  Gilmer 
Grumbling,  69,  died  on  January  3 
following  an  extended  illness.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of 
Flora,  Ind., 
where  her 
husband,  Rev. 
Alvin  Grum- 
bling, served 
as  pastor  for 
18  years  until 
his  retirement 
July  1,  1994. 

She  was 
born  April  2, 
Meg  Grumbling        1927  in 

Kewanna,  Ind.,  the  only  child  of  Rev. 
Clarence  Y.  and  Zelma  Berry  Gil- 
mer. As  a  pastor's  daughter,  she 
attended  various  schools,  graduat- 
ing from  high  school  in  Ebensburg, 
Pa.,  in  1945.  She  attended  Ashland 
College,  receiving  her  degree  in  1948. 

Meg  and  Alvin  were  married  May 
30,  1948.  As  a  pastoral  couple  they 
served  Brethren  congregations  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Bryan  and  Newark, 
Ohio;  Stockton  and  Manteca,  Calif.; 
and  Flora,  Ind.  Meg  participated  in 
Sunday  school,  church  activities,  and 
the  Women's  Missionary  Society. 
She  was  also  a  devoted  wife,  home- 
maker,  mother,  and  friend. 

The  Grumblings  were  the  parents 
of  two  children,  Gary  Lester,  who 
resides  with  his  father,  and  Dennis 
Keith,  who  died  June  11,  1993. 

Mrs.  Grumbling's  funeral  service 
was  conducted  by  her  uncles,  the 
Reverends  Herbert  and  Roy  Gilmer, 
assisted  by  Rev.  Kenneth  Madison, 
pastor  of  the  Flora  First  Brethren 
Church.  Gifts  in  her  memory  may 
be  sent  to  the  Missionary  Board  of 
the  Brethren  Church. 
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Correction 

The  headline  "Church  planting 
project  closed  in  Northern  Califor- 
nia District"  on  page  1 1  of  the  Feb- 
ruary Evangelist  and  the  article 
that  followed  were  misleading.  The 
decision  that  was  made  by  the 
Northern  California  District  Mis- 
sion Board  and  Rev.  Reilly  Smith, 
representing  the  Missionary  Board 
of  the  Brethren  Church,  was  to  ter- 
minate their  contract  with  Rev.  Ar- 
chie Nevins  as  church  planter  in 
the  Northern  California  District. 

The  West  Valley  Brethren  Life 
congregation  begun  by  Rev.  Nevins 
has  not  been  disbanded  and  contin- 
ues to  be  recognized  as  a  "class"  in 
the  Northern  California  District 
and  in  The  Brethren  Church. 

In  Memory 

Clarence  C.  Coleman,  87,  died 
February  10.  He  was  a  member  for 
73  years  of  the  Mulvane,  Kans., 
Brethren  Church,  where  he  had 
served  as  moderator,  trustee,  and 
Sunday  school  superintendent.  In 
his  younger  years  he  was  also  ac- 
tive in  the  Midwest  District  and  at- 
tended General  Conference.  Serv- 
ices were  conducted  by  Rev.  David 
Powell,  former  pastor. 


ON  A  RECENT  Sunday  morn- 
ing, Rev.  Don  Rowser,  pastor  of 
the  Goshen,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church,  entered  the  sanctuary  prior 
to  the  start  of  the  worship  service, 
took  a  seat  behind  the  pulpit,  and 
bowed  his  head  to  pray,  as  is  his 
custom  before  the  service  begins. 
About  that  time  the  youth  choir 
-  filed  in  and  sat  down  in  the  front 
pews.  One  observant  little  girl  no- 
ticed Pastor  Don  sitting  with  his 
eyes  closed.  Concerned  that  this 
was  inappropriate  behavior,  she 
whispered  loud  enough  for  him  to 
hear:  "Pastor  Don,  it's  not  time  to 
go  to  sleep  yet!" 

—  submitted  by  Wendy  Brandt 


Trinity  Brethren  Church  honors  Blacks 
for  their  40  years  in  Christian  ministry 


Canton,  Ohio  —  Rev.  Jim  (James 
R.)  and  Shirley  Black  were  hon- 
ored by  the  Canton  Trinity  Breth- 
ren Church  on  Sunday,  January 
19,  at  a  "Pastor  Appreciation  Day" 
in  recognition  of  their  40  years  in 
Christian  ministry. 

The  special  recognition  began 
during  the  morning  worship  serv- 
ice, at  which  Rev.  Ralph  Gibson 
brought  the  message  so  that  Pastor 
Jim  could  take  a  well-deserved  day 
off.  Many  friends  of  Jim  and  Shir- 
ley joined  together  in  offering  their 
congratulations  during  the  service. 

A  dinner  and  a  great  time  of  fel- 
lowship followed  the  service. 

Rev.  Black  began  his  pastoral 
ministry  at  the  Firestone  Park 
Brethren  Church  in  Akron,  Ohio. 
He  then  served  in  succession  Breth- 
ren congregations  in  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  Milledgeville,  111.,  and  Day- 
ton, Ohio.  Then  in  August  1981  he 
became  Director  of  Home  Missions 
for  The  Brethren  Church,  serving 
in  that  position  until  January  1985, 
when  he  became  Executive  Direc- 
tor of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church.  He  retired  as  Ex- 
ecutive Director  in  May  1995. 

In  his  "retirement"  he  served  for  a 
year  as  Director  of  Stewardship  and 
Planned  Giving  for  The  Brethren 
Church  (part  time),  and  for  approx- 
imately the  last  15  months  has  pas- 
tored  Trinity  Brethren  Church. 

In  addition  to  her  responsibilities 
as  a  pastor's  wife,  mother  of  their 
five  children,  and  active  church 
member,  Shirley  served  as  church 
secretary  at  the  Milledgeville  and 
Dayton  Hillcrest  churches  and  in 
other  employment  while  they  were 
at  Waterloo.  For  the  past  15  years 
she  has  worked  as  a  secretary  in 
the  Student  Activities  office  on  the 
Ashland  University  campus.  She  is 


Never  does  human  nature  seem 
so  glorious  and  so  wicked  all  at 
once  as  when  we  stand  before  the 
cross  of  Jesus!  The  most  enthusi- 
astic hopes,  the  most  profound 
humiliation,  have  found  their  in- 
spiration there. 

—  Phillips  Brooks 


Rev.  Jim  and  Shirley  Black  with  a 
cake  congratulating  them  on  their  40 
years  in  Christian  ministry. 

also  serving  her  fifth  year  as  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Women's  Mis- 
sionary Society. 

—  reported  by  Wanda  Kurlinski 
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Pastor  Fred  Brandon  prods  us  to  consider: 


Have  you  heard  the  call  of  God? 


THE  CALL  OF  GOD  is  God's 
way  of  accomplishing  His  will 
in  and  through  His  body,  the 
church.  It  is  a  very  precious  prepa- 
ration and  anointing  by  God  to 
equip  willing  servants  to  do  the 
work  of  ministry.  God  has  been 
calling,  preparing,  and  anointing 
persons  for  His  service  throughout 
history. 

For  some  it  is  as  though  the  whole 
earth  shakes.  God's  voice  is  so  loud 
and  clear  that  it  can't  be  mistaken. 
For  others,  myself  included,  it  is  the 
direct  opposite — no  voice,  no  wind, 
no  earthquake;  just  a  still  silence 
and  a  constant  drawing.  Yet  each 
person  knows  deep  in  his  or  her 
heart  that  God  is  speaking  and  that 
His  voice  is  the  call. 

You  may  want  to  study  some  bib- 
lical examples,  such  as  Abraham 
(Gen.  12:1-4),  Moses  (Ex.  3:4-8), 
Miriam  (Mic.  6:4),  or  Deborah  (Judg. 
4).  Two  other  examples  are  Samuel 
(1  Sam.  3)  and  Isaiah  (Isa.  6:1-8). 

A  general  call 

Let  us  be  clear  on  this.  God  calls 
each  one  of  us  to  be  His  witnesses. 
Peter  writes  in  1  Peter  2:9-10  (MV): 

But  you  are  a  chosen  people,  a 
royal  priesthood,  a  holy  nation,  a 
people  belonging  to  God,  that  you 
may  declare  the  praises  of  him 
who  called  you  out  of  darkness  into 
his  wonderful  light.  Once  you  were 
not  a  people,  but  now  you  are  the 
people  of  God;  once  you  had  not 
received  mercy,  but  now  you  have 
received  mercy. 

In  Jesus,  all  believers  are  called 
to  serve.  In  this  context,  all  are  min- 
isters, all  are  saints,  all  are  breth- 
ren, and  all  are  to  be  led  by  the 


Holy  Spirit  to  speak  up  for  Jesus. 
Peter  wrote  of  this  in  1  Peter  3:15- 
16:  "Always  be  prepared  to  give  an 
answer  to  everyone  who  asks  you  to 
give  the  reason  for  the  hope  that 
you  have.  But  do  this  with  gentle- 
ness, and  respect  .  .  ."  (NIV,  italics 
added). 

God's  specific  call 

But  in  addition  to  this  general 
call,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  Himself 
calls  specific  persons  for  specific 
kinds  of  service.  Not  just  pastors  or 
missionaries  or  deacons  and  deacon- 
esses, but  Sunday  school  teachers, 
youth  workers,  administrative  work- 
ers, ushers,  nursery  workers,  and 
people  for  countless  other  positions. 

You  see,  the  Holy  Spirit  gives  gifts 
to  every  person  within  a  body  of 
believers  to  equip  the  church  to  be 
an  effective  organism  used  by  Him 
to  reach  a  lost  and  dying  world. 
What  hinders  the  work  of  the  church 
is  when  those  gifts  aren't  exercised, 
making  it  necessary  for  someone 
who  is  not  gifted  in  a  certain  area  to 
try  to  fulfill  that  area  of  ministry. 

Are  we  hearing  God? 

I  believe  that  God  still  calls  those 
whom  He  has  gifted.  But  are  we 
hearing  Him?  That  is  where  the  prob- 
lem lies.  Not  that  His  voice  is  silent, 
but  that  our  ears  aren't  tuned  to 
Him.  Perhaps  we  are  listening  to 
other  voices,  voices  that  bring  con- 
fusion and  lack  of  direction;  voices 
that  send  us  inward  instead  of  out- 
ward; voices  that  call  us  to  self- 
interest  and  self-preservation. 

Your  local  church  has  many  service 
opportunities  that  are  not  being  met 
simply  because  the  called  have  not 


responded.  Once  God  calls  us,  He 
doesn't  withdraw  that  call.  He  waits 
patiently  until  we  hear  and  respond. 
Perhaps  you  sensed  God's  call  on 
your  life  many  years  ago  and,  as  I 
did,  ignored  that  call  thinking  that 
God  must  have  made  a  mistake. 
But  believe  me,  God  doesn't  make 
mistakes.  If  you  give  Him  a  chance, 
He  will  confirm  His  call  in  your 
heart.  When  He  does,  share  that 
experience  with  your  pastor  or  with 
a  Christian  brother  of  sister  who 
will  pray  with  you.  If  it  is  really 
God's  call,  He  will  confirm  it  in 
their  spirit  as  well.  God's  call  to 
individuals  in  the  church  is  con- 
firmed in  the  Body. 

Listen  up! 

So  listen  carefully.  Shut  out  the 
distractions;  ward  off  the  confusion 
that  comes  from  all  the  other  voices 
of  this  world.  Spend  time  alone 
with  God  in  prayer.  Seek  His  face; 
study  His  word.  His  voice  is  so  dis- 
tinct that  whether  He  speaks  in  a 
roar  or  in  the  silence,  it  cannot  be 
mistaken.  He  wants  those  who  will 
listen  to  become  those  whom  He 
will  use. 

If  you  feel  inadequate  for  the  task 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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Arrow  Prayers 

By  Victor  M.  Parachin 


ARROW  PRAYERS  are  short 
sentences  used  in  time  of 
need.  Lasting  a  mere  second  or 
two,  they  are  "shot"  to  God  asking 
for  guidance,  insight,  relief,  help. 

Although  arrow  prayers  are  not 
meant  to  be  a  substitute  for  a  reg- 
ular devotional  life,  they  are  ideal 
when  a  crisis  suddenly  emerges, 
when  there  is  immediate  danger, 
or  when  one  is  too  troubled  to 
pray  more  thoroughly. 

The  Bible,  particularly  the  Book 
of  Psalms,  is  filled  with  such 
short  prayers — "Help  us,  Lord!" 
(Ps.  12:1);  "Come  to  our  aid!"  (Ps. 
44:26);  "Protect  me  from  those 
who  attack  me!"  (Ps.  59:1). 

In  the  New  Testament,  Jesus 
taught  people  to  be  concise  with 
their  prayers:  "When  you  pray,  do 
not  use  a  lot  of  meaningless  words 
.  .  ."  (Matt.  6:7).  In  keeping  with 
His  teaching,  many  of  Jesus'  own 
prayers  were  very  short.  On  the 
cross,  Jesus'  final  statements  in- 
cluded two  brief  "arrow  prayers": 
"Forgive  them,  Father!  They  don't 
know  what  they  are  doing"  (Luke 
23:34);  "Father!  In  your  hands  I 
place  my  spirit!"  (Luke  23:46). 

In  addition  to  Jesus   and  the 


writers  of  scripture,  other  saints 
and  spiritual  leaders  testify  to 
the  power  and  effectiveness  of 
short  arrow  prayers.  Edmund,  a 
Christian  king  who  was  martyred 
in  the  ninth  century,  noted: 
"Countless  numbers  are  deceived 
in  multiplying  prayers.  I  would 
rather  say  five  words  devoutly 
with  my  heart  than  five  thousand 
which  my  soul  does  not  relish  with 
affection  and  understanding." 

Or  consider  the  insight  of  F.  W. 
Robertson,  a  19th  century  British 
pastor,  who  shared  these  words 
about  his  prayers:  "To  God  we  use 
the  simplest,  shortest  words  we 
can  find  because  eloquence  is 
only  air  and  noise  to  him." 

So  the  next  time  you  face  a  crisis, 
reach  out  to  God  with  short,  sim- 
ple, arrow  prayers  such  as  "Come 
to  my  aid!"  "Rescue  us!"  "Shed 
light  on  my  path!"  "Help  me  know 
what  to  do!"  "Give  me  strength!" 
When  offering  arrow  prayers,  keep 
in  mind  the  observation  of  Augus- 
tine, the  early  church  leader  and 
theologian,  who  said,  "We  may  pray 
most  when  we  say  least."  [ft] 

Mr.  Parachin  is  a  free-lance  writer 
who  lives  in  Virginia  Beach,  Va. 


Have  you  heard  the  call? 

(continued  from  page  1) 
to  which  you  are  called — as  Moses 
did  and  as  I  did — just  remember 
this:  God  doesn't  call  the  prepared. 
He  prepares  the  called.  That  way  we 
know  it  is  Christ  in  us  doing  the 
service,  and  not  we  ourselves  doing 
it  in  the  flesh.  Believe  me,  there  is  a 
difference!  Doing  it  on  our  own  has 
a  way  of  lifting  up  self,  while  doing 


it  in  His  power  humbles  the  ser- 
vant and  lifts  up  Christ. 
God  is  calling.  Are  you  listening?  [ft] 

Rev.  Brandon  is  pastor  of  the  North 
Georgetown,  Ohio,  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Portions  of  this  article  were  adapted 
from  Understanding  God's  Call, 
developed  for  The  Brethren  Church  by 
the  Vocational  Ministry  Development 
Task  Force. 


An  open  letter  to  the 
Brethren 

The  SIC  Ministry 

(An  inner-city  ministry 

of  Indianapolis,  Indiana) 

436  North  Riley  Ave. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46201 

Phone:  317-353-9927 

Dear  Partners  in  Ministry: 

Greetings  in  the  Name  of  Him  who 
is  able  to  transform  our  lives  and 
bring  peace  to  our  souls. 

Georgia  and  I  express  our  heartfelt 
appreciation  and  thanksgiving  for  your 
prayers  and  kind  expressions  of  con- 
cern and  encouragement  during  her 
time  of  illness.  [Mrs.  Bell  suffered  a 
stroke  in  early  February.] 

We  want  you  to  know  that  we  are 
still  distributing  your  donations  of 
clothing  to  those  families  who  are  in 
dire  need.  The  ministry  donated 
some  of  the  clothing  to  victims  of  the 
recent  floods  in  southern  Indiana  and 
Ohio  and  in  northern  Kentucky.  Ar- 
rangements were  made  through  the 
Salvation  Army  of  Indianapolis. 

We  are  still  accepting  donations  of 
"retired"  clothing  for  distribution  to 
needy  families  and  of  reading  materi- 
als for  children  and  youth  living  in  the 
inner-city  neighborhoods.  Or  if  you 
are  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  make  a 
cash  donation  in  support  of  the  min- 
istry, kindly  make  your  check  payable 
to  "The  SIC  Ministry  of  Indianapolis." 
Your  servants  in  Christ, 
Gene  and  Georgia  Bell 

Editor's  note:  In  the  February  1997  Evan- 
gelist it  was  reported  that  Gene  Bell  is 
"working  with  the  Indiana  District  toward 
ordination."  Actually,  Rev.  Bell  has  been  an 
ordained  minister  in  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  since  1962.  He  is  working 
through  the  procedure  with  the  Indiana 
District  of  having  his  ordination  recognized 
in  The  Brethren  Church. 
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SNAPSHOTS 

By 
Michelle  Rhude 


JANUARY  3,  1997,  found  me 
outside  in  a  short-sleeved 
shirt  enjoying  the  sunshine  and 
the  almost  seventy-degree  tem- 
perature. I  was  really  grateful 
for  the  beautiful  weather,  al- 
though I  think  it  made  my  long- 
ing for  spring  start  even  earlier 
than  usual! 

Last  fall  the  yard  chores  I  in- 
tended to  complete  never  got  done. 
I  resigned  myself  to  the  fact  that, 
once  again,  I  was  going  to  have  to 
spend  several  days  in  the  spring 
doing  these  tasks  before  I  would 
be  able  to  plant  flowers  and  vege- 
tables. To  my  delight,  a  beautiful, 
warm,  sunny  day  came  along  and 
I  was  able  to  spend  the  afternoon 
completing  these  chores. 

I  cleared  leaves,  sticks,  and 
trash  from  my  gardens  and 
stacked  them  on  the  bonfire  pile. 
I  pulled  dead  weeds,  trimmed 
perennials,  and  dug  up  some 
larger  shrubs  that  needed  to  be 
removed,  adding  them  to  the  pile. 

The  dead  plants  and  vines  from 
my  vegetable  garden  went  next. 
Sometime  this  spring,  after  the 
guys  clean  up  the  rest  of  the  yard, 
we'll  sacrifice  the  remains  of  the 
Christmas  trees  and  the  accumu- 


lated yard  debris  in  a  celebratory 
bonfire,  thus  heralding  the  begin- 
ning of  barbecue  season  and  pro- 
viding us  a  good  excuse  to  have  a 
party! 

Next,  tomato  cages  and  flower 
pots  were  collected  and  cleaned.  I 
also  wanted  to  get  the  soil  ready 
for  planting,  so  I  turned  and  raked 
the  dirt  in  my  vegetable  garden 
and  in  the  areas  where  I  plant 
annuals  each  year.  Then  I  cov- 
ered the  various  garden  areas 
with  a  layer  of  mulch. 

Steps  to  a  better  harvest 

Cleaning  up  the  remains  from 
the  previous  growing  season  al- 
lows me  to  plant  earlier  in  the 
spring.  Garden  tools  and  pots  can 
be  disinfected  to  remove  any  in- 
sect eggs  or  diseases.  The  soil  can 
be  prepared  and  protected.  Till- 
ing the  soil  can  kill  or  expose 
overwintering  pests  to  predators. 
Tilled  soil  also  warms  faster  in 
the  spring.  Mulching  protects 
perennial  roots  from  temperature 
changes,  moderates  temperatures 
in  the  soil  for  beneficial  organ- 
isms, and  helps  prevent  erosion. 
All  of  these  chores  prepare  the 
garden  for  future  productivity. 


God  works  in  our  lives  to  pre- 
pare us  for  future  productivity 
as  well.  I  know  He  spends  a  lot 
of  time  weeding  in  my  life.  He 
patiently  removes  the  spiritual 
debris  and  sins  that  clutter  our 
hearts.  And  He  exposes  our  spiri- 
tual pests  and  diseases  to  light, 
where  they  can  be  eliminated. 

God  also  protects  our  souls 
from  erosion.  We  often  think  of 
discipline  as  punishment,  but 
God's  discipline  may  simply  be  a 
weeding  process.  Hebrews  12:11 
describes  God  doing  fall  garden- 
ing chores  in  our  hearts,  when  the 
author  says,  "No  discipline  seems 
pleasant  at  the  time,  but  painful. 
Later  on,  however,  it  produces  a 
harvest  of  righteousness  and 
peace  for  those  who  have  been 
trained  by  it"  (niv). 

Do  you  want  God  to  produce  a 
bountiful  harvest  in  your  life?  If 
so,  are  you  willing  to  let  Him  pull 
a  few  weeds?  [ft] 

"Snapshots"  is  a  monthly  column 
that  seeks  to  illuminate  our  relation- 
ship with  God  by  focusing  on  some  of 
the  everyday  experiences  of  life.  Mrs. 
Rhude  is  a 
member  of 
the  Jeffer- 
son Breth- 
ren Church 
of  Goshen, 
Ind,  and  an 
active  par- 
ticipant in 
the  life  and 
ministry  of 
that  congre- 
gation. 


Dr.  Clive  Calver  named 
World  Relief  president 

DR.  CLIVE  CALVER,  a  highly- 
respected  evangelical  leader  in 
Britain,  has  been  named  the  new 
president  of  World  Relief.  World  Re- 
lief is  the  international  assistance 
arm  of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  and  the  agency  through 
which  Brethren  relief  funds  are 
channeled  to  people  in  need. 

Dr.  Calver,  who  will  assume  the 
World  Relief  presidency  on  May  1, 
is  concluding  14  years  as  director 
general  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance 
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of  the  United  Kingdom,  a  dynamic 
association  of  5,000  evangelical 
churches  and  800  parachurch  or- 
ganizations. Under  his  leadership, 
membership  in  the  Evangelical 
Alliance  grew  500  percent. 

The  World  Relief  board  of  direc- 
tors was  attracted  to  Dr.  Calver  be- 
cause of  his  demonstrated  skills  in 
building  highly  successful  ministries 
through  the  Evangelical  Alliance. 
These  ministries  include  programs 
to  help  the  poor  and  homeless  in 
Britain  as  well  as  those  overseas 
through  the  Evangelical  Alliance's 
relief  and  development  affiliate,  the 
Tear  Fund. 


"Dr.  Calver  is  praised  by  his  col- 
leagues and  constituency  as  one 
with  a  high,  Christian  vision  of 
holistic  ministry,  an  organizational 
genius,  a  team  builder  and  persua- 
sive public  advocate  of  the  kingdom 
of  God's  claims  on  society,"  states 
Ambassador  Clyde  D.  Taylor,  World 
Relief  board  member  and  chairman 
of  the  search  committee. 

Before  becoming  director  general 
of  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  Dr. 
Calver  was  program  director  for  Dr. 
Billy  Graham's  1984  crusades  in 
England.  And  from  1976  to  1982, 
he  served  as  national  director  of 
British  Youth  for  Christ.  [ft] 


Brethren  Church  Ministries 


And  the  survey  says  .  . 

A  report  by  Emanuel  Sandberg  of 
The  Brethren  Church  National  Survey 


In  January  four  copies  of  a  survey 
were  sent  to  each  Brethren  church 
with  a  request  that  they  be  completed 
by  the  pastor,  moderator,  a  member  of 
the  deacon  board,  and  another  key 
leader  in  the  church.  Copies  of  the 
survey  were  also  sent  to  several  for- 
mer pastors  no  longer  serving  in  The 
Brethren  Church  and  to  selected  Breth- 
ren in  other  positions  of  leadership. 

The  surveys  have  been  returned 
and  tabulated.  The  following  article 
by  Emanuel  Sandberg  reports  the  re- 
sults of  the  first  part  of  the  survey.  A 
report  of  the  second  part  will  be  in- 
cluded in  the  May  Evangelist. 

Dr.  Sandberg  is  Director  of  Transi- 
tion and  Interim  Director  of  Congre- 
gational Ministries  for  The  Brethren 
Church. 

THE  Brethren  Church  National 
Survey,  which  we  have  just 
completed,  will  provide  us  with  a 
unique  insight  into  how  we  per- 
ceive our  church.  In  this  report  we 
will  concentrate  our  attention  on 
the  factors  which  survey  respon- 
dents considered  as  possible  Ob- 
stacles to  Church  Growth. 

Respondents  were  asked  to  con- 
sider 27  often-cited  reasons  why 
our  local  churches  and  the  denomi- 
nation are  not  showing  growth  in 
worship  and  Sunday  school  attend- 
ance and  in  membership  (see  part 
one  of  the  survey  on  next  page).  For 
each  factor,  respondents  were 
asked  to  indicate  the  extent  to 
which  they  believed  that  factor 
acted  as  an  obstacle  to  the  growth 
of  The  Brethren  Church. 

We  received  a  return  of  just  over 
40  percent  of  the  surveys.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  data  indicate  areas 
of  common  concern  and  suggest 
areas  where  programs  should  be 
considered  with  the  goal  of  reduc- 
ing the  influence  of  the  indicated 
obstacles  to  growth. 

The  time  crunch 

Table  I  shows  the  12  factors  which 
all  respondents  cited  as  obstacles  to 
growth  and  which  a  majority  of  the 
respondents  indicated  were  "fre- 


quently" or  "very  frequently"  obsta- 
cles to  growth.  Several  of  these  fac- 
tors may  be  interrelated.  For  exam- 
ple, the  time  pressures  on  members 
may  have  a  direct  effect  on  the  fol- 
lowing factors:  too  little  time  in  Bi- 
ble reading,  preference  for  personal 
comfort,  weak  prayer  life,  self-cen- 
tered priorities  of  church  members, 
and  the  opinion  that  members' 
walk  with  the  Lord  has  cooled. 

What  can  we  do  to  help? 

In  any  case,  competition  for  the 
time  and  talents  of  members  ap- 
pears to  be  a  problem.  Therefore, 
we  should  consider  ways  we  can 
help  people  live  productively  and  be 
good  stewards  of  their  time,  talents, 
and  other  resources.  One  possibil- 
ity might  be  to  develop  a  time  man- 
agement program  to  be  used  in 
seminars,  study  groups,  cells,  and 
other  settings. 

Similarly,  the  opinion  that  church 
members  do  not  have  a  sense  of 
urgency  for  the  Great  Commission 
may  be  related  to  other  factors, 
such  as  local  churches  working  with- 


out a  clear  sense  of  their  unique 
purpose,  the  lack  of  intentional 
planning  for  the  long  term,  over- 
commitment to  tradition,  and  an  un- 
willingness to  try  new  approaches. 
In  this  case,  I  think  we  need  to 
start  with  a  clarification  of  The 
Brethren  Church  vision/mission 
statement  and  work  cooperatively 
with  the  districts  and  individual 
churches  to  develop  related  vision, 
mission,  and  purpose  statements 
as  well  as  three-  to  five-year  plans 
to  reach  local,  district,  and  national 
goals.  We  should  consider  develop- 
ing, in  cooperation  with  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary,  leadership 
study  materials,  classes,  and  sem- 
inars that  will  be  available  to  pas- 
tors and  lay  leaders  to  improve 
local  planning  and  successful  goal 
achievement.  Special  operational 
programs  concerning  stewardship, 
evangelism,  church  planting,  and 
community  service  probably  should 
be  considered  and  made  available 
(when  designed)  to  the  districts  and 
to  local  churches. 

Different  points  of  view 

The  survey  was  completed  by  the 
pastors  of  most  of  the  Brethren 
churches  and  by  a  representative 
number  of  persons  serving  as  mod- 
erator, deacon,  or  some  other  cate- 
gory of  local  church  leadership 


TABLE  1  —THE  HIGHEST-RATED  OBSTACLES  TO  GROWTH 

ITEM 

There  were  27  items.  Ratings  are  based  on  a  scale  of  1  =  never, 
2  =  rarely,  3  =  occasionally,  4  =  frequently,  5  =  very  frequently. 

Average 
rating 

Percent  giving 
frequently  or  very 
frequently  rating 

Time  pressures  on  members  lives 

4.05 

74.49 

No  sense  of  urgency  for  the  Great  Commission  among 
church  members 

3.82 

67.36 

Too  little  time  by  members  in  Bible  reading 

3.80 

67.20 

Members'  preference  for  personal  comfort 

3.64 

59.89 

Local  churches  working  without  a  dear  sense  of  their 
unique  purpose 

3.59 

55.73 

Too  many  members  whose  walk  with  the  Lord  has  cooled 

3.58 

53.15 

Weak  prayer  life  of  church  members 

3.57 

56.45 

Self-centered  priorities  of  church  members 

3.57 

54.04 

Lack  of  intentional  planning  for  the  long  term 

3.55 

53.84 

Lack  of  tithing  by  church  members 

3.54 

52.91 

Over-commitment  to  tradition 

3.52 

54.08 

Unwillingness  to  try  new  approaches 

3.52 

52.04 
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TABLE  2  —THE  LOWEST-RATED  OBSTACLES  TO  GROWTH 

ITEM 

There  were  27  items.  Ratings  are  based  on  a  scale  of  1  =  never, 
2  =  rarely,  3  =  occasionally,  4  =  frequently,  5  =  very  frequently. 

Average 
rating 

Percent  giving 
frequently  or  very 
frequently  rating 

Uninspiring  worship  services 

2.98 

27.04 

Conflict  among  members  of  church  boards 

2.92 

21.87 

Lack  of  vision  by  pastors 

2.84 

27.37 

No  sense  of  urgency  for  the  Great  Commission  among 
pastors 

2.84 

25.53 

Weak  leadership  by  the  National  Office  personnel 

2.82 

21.35 

Unfriendly  congregations 

2.61 

16.83 

Prejudiced  attitudes  of  members  towards  minorities 

2.58 

17.80 

(church,  treasurer,  secretary,  church 
school  superintendent,  etc.).  In 
some  cases  all  four  groups  re- 
sponded similarly  to  a  factor,  but 
there  were  several  cases  in  which 
the  pastor  and  the  other  church 
leaders  seemed  to  disagree  about 
the  importance  of  a  particular  fac- 
tor. It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
pastors  were  more  critical  than  the 
responding  lay  leaders  for  every 
factor  considered. 

Two  particular  areas  of  concern 

Pastors  indicated  a  concern  over 
two  factors  which  I  think  deserve 
special  notice.  One  was  the  problem 
of  our  inferiority  complex  about 
what  The  Brethren  Church  can  do. 
The  other  is  that  we  provide  insuf- 
ficient mentoring  of  new  pastors. 

To  change  our  self-concept  will  take 
time,  but  we  can  craft  a  program 
(or  programs)  designed  to  help  us 
develop  a  more  positive  attitude 
about  our  accomplishments  and 
our  potential  as  a  denomination 
and  as  local  congregations  of  be- 
lievers. For  example,  this  factor 
should  be  considered  in  the  design 
of  leadership  training  programs, 
including  those  to  be  developed  at 
the  seminary 

The  fact  that  many  pastors  be- 
lieve that  we  provide  insufficient 
mentoring  of  new  pastors  suggests 
that  curriculum  changes  need  to  be 
made  at  the  seminary.  It  also  indi- 
cates that  additional  counseling  and 
assistance  for  new  pastors  from 
district  leaders  and  National  Office 
staff  may  be  needed.  In  addition, 
churches  need  to  be  encouraged  to 
provide  funding  and  time  for  pas- 

April  1997 


tors  to  utilize  continuing  education 
opportunities.  It  is  also  possible  that 
we  could  strengthen  individual 
churches  and  pastors  by  developing 
in  every  district,  regional  associa- 


tions built  around  lead  churches/ 
pastors. 

Not  all  the  factors  covered  in  the 
survey  were  considered  by  respon- 
dents to  be  important  obstacles  to 
Brethren  growth.  Using  the  same 
presentation  and  rating  scale,  the 
factors  shown  in  Table  2  do  not  ap- 
pear to  be  areas  of  common  concern. 

Not  to  be  overlooked 

As  you  look  at  these  factors,  how- 
ever, don't  dismiss  them  from  re- 
view. The  fact  that  approximately 
20  percent  of  the  respondents  indi- 
cated that  they  are  "frequently"  or 
"very  frequently"  obstacles  to  the 
growth  of  The  Brethren  Church  re- 
veals that  these  represent  current 
problems  in  some  congregations. 
Because  of  the  tendency  for  over- 
looked problems  to  grow,  these  fac- 
(continued  on  next  page) 


Brethren  Church  National  Survey 
(part  one) 

Please  use  the  following  rating  scale  to  indicate  the  extent  to  which  you  believe 
each  option  is  an  obstacle  to  the  growth  of  The  Brethren  Church.  Write  the 
appropriate  letter  in  the  blank  beside  each  possible  obstacle. 

a)  Never,  b)  Rarely,  c)  Occasionally,  d)  Frequently,  e)  Very  Frequently, 
f)  No  Opinion 

5)*  weak  prayer  life  of  church  members 

6)  unresolved  conflict  among  church  members 

7)  lack  of  vision  by  pastors 

8)  too  many  members  with  self-centered  priorities 

9)  overworked  pastors 

10)  inferiority  complex  about  what  The  Brethren  Church  can  do 

11)  weaknesses  in  the  leadership  of  local  churches 

12)  indifference  to  including  new  people  into  one's  friendship  circles 

13)  no  sense  of  urgency  for  the  Great  Commission  among  pastors 

14)  no  sense  of  urgency  for  the  Great  Commission  among  church  members 

15)  time  pressures  on  members  lives 

16)  uninspiring  worship  services 

17)  insufficient  mentoring  of  new  pastors 

1 8)  local  churches  working  without  a  clear  sense  of  their  unique  purpose 

1 9)  too  little  time  by  members  in  Bible  reading 

20)  conflict  among  members  of  church  boards 

21)  self-centered  priorities  of  church  members 

22)  unfriendly  congregations 

23)  too  many  members  whose  walk  with  the  Lord  has  cooled 

24)  prejudiced  attitudes  of  members  towards  minorities 

25)  lack  of  tithing  by  church  members 

26)  inadequate  programming  in  the  local  churches 

27)  weak  leadership  by  the  National  Office  personnel 

28)  lack  of  intentional  planning  for  the  long  term 

29)  unwillingness  to  try  new  approaches 

30)  over-commitment  to  tradition 

31)  members'  preference  for  personal  comfort 

*The  first  four  questions  asked  about  the  survey  participant's  position  in  the 
church,  number  of  years  as  a  Brethren  Church  member,  number  of  years  taking 
part  in  the  church  currently  attended,  and  average  Sunday  morning  worship 
attendance  at  that  church. 
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Your  denominational  representatives  at  work: 

Highlights  of  the  March  20-21  meetings  of  the  Congregational  and 
Missionary  Ministries  Councils  and  the  Executive  Board 


REPRESENTATIVES  from  every 
district  in  The  Brethren  Church 
converged  on  Ashland,  Ohio,  March 
20  for  meetings  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Ministries  Council,  the  Mis- 
sionary Ministries  Council,  and  the 
Executive  Board  of  General  Con- 
ference. 

The  Congregational  and  Mission- 
ary Ministries  Councils  met  to  con- 
duct their  business  on  Thursday, 
March* 20,  and  the  Executive  Board 
met  the  next  day.  Following  are 
highlights  of  their  meetings. 

Congregational  Ministries  Council 

The  Congregational  Ministries 
Council  had  a  productive  meeting, 
as  it  gained  a  clearer  sense  of  its 
purpose  and  began  focusing  on  the 
most  pressing  needs  in  its  areas  of 
responsibility. 

Two  issues  were  raised  that  will 
be  referred  to  the  Polity  Committee 
for  study:  (1)  developing  a  procedure 
for  reclassifying  declining  congre- 
gations (from  church  to  mission  con- 
gregation or  from  mission  congre- 
gation to  class)  and  for  disbanding 
a  dying  congregation;  and  (2)  recon- 
sidering the  rights  and  privileges  of 
classes  with  regard  to  licensure,  ordi- 
nation, and  delegate  status  of  pastors. 


And  the  survey  says  .  .  . 

(continued  from  page  5) 
tors  should  be  considered  as  new 
programs  are  developed  and  as 
we  consider  activities  related  to 
individual  districts  and  congre- 
gations. 

A  second  report  will  cover  the 
analysis  of  information  contained 
in  the  "Church  Goals  and  Strate- 
gies" and  "Statement  of  Congre- 
gational Strengths  and  Weak- 
nesses" sections  of  the  survey. 
These  sections  provided  a  differ- 
ent insight  into  church  opera- 
tions, and  they  offered  the  oppor- 
tunity for  respondents  to  make 
narrative  statements  regarding 
their  churches  and  the  role  of  the 
National  Office.  [ft] 


It  was  reported  that  during  the 
past  year  two  Brethren  churches  (St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.,  and  Calvary,  near 
Quakertown,  N.J.)  and  two  classes 
(Monta  Vista  Brethren  Bible  near 
McGaheysville,  Va.,  and  Mountain 
View  of  Frederick,  Md.)  ceased  to 
exist  and  were  not  included  in  the 
list  of  churches  in  the  1997  Breth- 
ren Church  Directory.  One  new 
class,  New  Creation  Fellowship  of 
Cranberry  Township,  Pa.,  was 
added.  The  total  number  of  Breth- 
ren churches,  mission  congrega- 
tions, and  classes  is  now  120. 

Ronald  W.  Waters,  Consultant  for 
EvangelisnVChurch  Growth,  reported 
that  he  will  offer  a  one-week  inten- 
sive course  June  9-13  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  on  Growth 
Strategies  for  Smaller  Churches. 
The  Carpenter's  Shop,  the  Brethren 
bookstore  in  Ashland,  has  contrib- 
uted $2,000  toward  a  scholarship 
fund  to  assist  pastors  of  smaller 
Brethren  churches  in  attending  this 
course.  Council  members  also  sug- 
gested exploring  the  possibility  of 
offering  this  course  in  districts  of 
The  Brethren  Church,  where  it 
would  be  more  accessible  to  pastors. 

A  task  force  was  formed  to 
strengthen  the  Life  Work  Recruit 
program.  The  task  force  was  asked 
to  consider  broadening  the  scope  of 
this  program  to  include  people  called 
to  live  out  their  faith  in  "secular" 
employment  (Christian  business 
people,  Christian  politicians,  etc.). 
Currently  the  program  focuses  on 
those  called  to  full-time  Christian 
service  (pastors,  missionaries,  etc.) 

A  discussion  was  held  on  how  to 
provide  opportunities  for  spiri- 
tual renewal  for  men  and  women 
that  go  beyond  the  Brethren  Men  of 
Mission  and  the  Women's  Mission- 
ary Society  respectively.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  council  will  dis- 
cuss this  with  the  leadership  of  the 
two  organizations.  The  Brethren 
Youth  In  Christ  Steering  Commit- 
tee will  also  be  asked  to  consider 
ways  of  encouraging  spiritual  for- 
mation among  youth. 


The  council  received  a  proposal 
from  Dr.  Emanuel  Sandberg,  In- 
terim Director  of  Congregation 
Ministries,  for  a  denomination- 
wide  seminar  for  pastors  and  lay 
leaders  to  help  them  understand  and 
implement  the  model  of  a  vision- 
driven,  market-sensitive  church 
that  can  set  goals  and  develop  pro- 
grams to  meet  those  goals.  A  task 
force  was  formed  to  help  plan  the 
seminar. 

The  council  set  its  next  meeting 
for  Friday,  May  30. 

Missionary  Ministries  Council 

Members  of  the  Missionary  Min- 
istries Council  affirmed  a  Five 
Year  Strategic  Plan  for  Church 
Planting  in  The  Brethren  Church 
during  their  meeting.  This  plan  has 
as  its  vision  "to  plant  ten  Brethren 
Impact  Churches  during  the  next 
five  years.  These  churches  will  start 
healthy,  grow  in  size  and  maturity, 
and  reproduce  themselves." 

The  plan  was  developed  by  Reilly 
Smith,  Director  of  Missionary  Min- 
istries for  The  Brethren  Church,  in 
consultation  with  Paul  Becker, 
president  of  Dynamic  Church 
Planting  International.  Churches 
started  under  this  plan  will  be 
planted  using  Dynamic  Church 
Planting  strategies. 

Three  kinds  of  churches  are  in- 
visioned:  Beachhead,  Daughter,  and 
Cooperative  Cluster.  Beachhead 
churches  are  started  where  there 
are  no  nearby  or  sponsoring  Breth- 
ren churches;  Daughter  churches 
are  started  by  existing  Brethren 
congregations;  and  Cooperative 
Cluster  churches  are  started  by 
several  Brethren  congregations 
working  together.  Tentative  target 
cities  for  Beachhead  churches  are 
Denver,  Orlando,  and  Phoenix. 

Eduardo  and  Mariela  Rodri- 
guez, a  couple  from  The  Brethren 
Church  in  Argentina  who  have 
been  students  at  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  during  the  past  two 
years,  met  with  the  council. 
Eduardo  expressed  thanks  to  the 
council  for  its  support  during  his 
and  Mariela's  time  of  study  at  the 
seminary.  He  said  that  they  are 
anxious  to  serve  the  Lord  in  Argen- 
tina and  will  be  returning  there  in 
late  August.  They  plan  to  work  in 
training  leaders  and  in  building  up 
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the  education  program  for  Breth- 
ren students. 

Council  members  met  for  the 
first  time  Marcelo  and  Adriana 
Ferreri  (and  their  baby  daughter 
Jana),  also  from  Argentina.  The 
Ferreris  are  missionary  candidates 
for  Colombia.  Plans  call  for  Marcelo 
to  pastor  the  Ferrera  church  in 
Medelh'n,  to  develop  a  leadership 
training  program,  and,  in  time,  to 
plant  new  churches  in  Colombia. 
The  council  took  action  requesting 
that  the  Executive  Board  affirm  the 
council's  decision  to  assign  the  Fer- 
reris to  Colombia.  Plans  are  for  the 
family  to  go  to  Colombia  later  this 
summer.  (For  pictures  of  the  Rodri- 
guezes and  the  Ferreris  and  more  in- 
formation about  them,  see  page  7  of 
the  March  Evangelist.) 

The  next  meeting  of  this  council 
was  set  for  August  4. 

Executive  Board 

Acting  upon  the  above  request  by 
the  Missionary  Ministries  Council, 
the  Executive  Board  affirmed  the 
council's  decision  to  assign  Marcelo 
and  Adriana  Ferreri  to  Colombia  as 
missionaries.  The  board  also  ap- 
proved plans  for  Eduardo  and 
Mariela  Rodriguez  to  work  at  Eden 
Bible  Institute. 

Ronald  W.  Waters  presented  a 
proposal  being  developed  by  sev- 
eral denominations  to  establish  a 
new  multi-denominational  cen- 
ter for  evangelism,  church  revi- 
talization,  and  church  planting 
to  replace  The  Andrew  Center,  which 
will  close  at  the  end  of  this  year. 
The  board  voted  to  explore  the  pos- 
sibilities for  our  denomination  of 
being  involved  in  this  center,  which 
will  be  called  New  Life,  INC  (INC  = 
In  the  Name  of  Christ). 

It  was  reported  that  with  the 
close  of  Brethren  House  Ministries, 
one  of  the  houses  used  for  that"  min- 
istry has  been  sold  to  Phil  and  Jean 
Lersch  for  a  personal  residence.  A 
discussion  was  held  about  the  pos- 
sibility of  using  one  of  the  two 
remaining  houses  as  a  retreat  for 
Brethren  pastors.  David  Cooksey  is 
to  investigate  this  and  prepare  a 
report  and  recommendation  for  the 
next  board  meeting. 

The  board  approved  the  applica- 
tion of  New  Creation  Fellowship 
to  be  chartered  as  a  Brethren  class. 


T.J.  McLaughlin  is  the  pastor  of 
this  church-planting  effort  in  Cran- 
berry Township,  Pa. 

Applications  for  the  position  of 
Executive  Director  were  re- 
viewed. The  list  was  narrowed  to 
three  people,  who  will  be  inter- 
viewed at  the  Executive  Board's 
next  meeting  on  Thursday,  May  29. 

The  board  voted  to  recommend  to 
the  National  Ordination  Council  that 
persons  desiring  ordination  as  Breth- 


ren elders  be  required  to  take 
courses  in  Brethren  history,  polity, 
and  doctrine  before  being  ordained. 
The  board  also  voted  to  set  aside 
$1,000  to  help  Brethren  pastors  with 
the  cost  of  these  courses. 

The  board  also  affirmed  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Director  of  Missionary 
Ministries  (along  with  the  Northern 
California  District  Mission  Board)  in 
terminating  support  for  the  church- 
planting  effort  in  Tracy,  Calif.        [ft] 


National  Day  of  Prayer  Observance  to  Include 
Nationally  Broadcast  Concert  of  Prayer 


A  CONCERT  OF  PRAYER 
will  be  broadcast  nationwide 
during  prime  time  on  Thursday, 
May  1,  as  part  of  the  observance 
of  the  National  Day  of  Prayer. 

The  concert  of  prayer  will  be 
simulcast  live  on  television  and 
radio  coast  to  coast  at  8:00-11:00 
p.m.  Eastern  Time  (5:00-8:00  p.m. 
P.T.).  It  will  originate  from  The 
Church  On  The  Way,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.  Moody  Broadcasting  Net- 
work and  WCFC  TV-38,  both 
based  in  Chicago,  will  provide 
satellite  signals  to  broadcasters 
nationwide.  Pastors  and  church 
leaders  are  urged  to  contact  their 
local  cable  companies  or  Chris- 
tian broadcasters  to  insure  local 
reception. 

"In  God  We  Trust"  will  be  the 
theme  of  the  concert,  which  has  a 
twofold  emphasis:  (1)  national 
spiritual  revival,  and  (2)  the  ad- 
vancement of  Christ's  Kingdom. 


Appearing  on  the  broadcast 
will  be  Don  Argue  (president  of 
the  National  Association  of  Evan- 
gelicals), David  Bryant  (Concerts 
of  Prayer  International,  who  led  a 
concert  of  prayer  at  the  1993  Gen- 
eral Conference),  Shirley  Dobson 
(National  Day  of  Prayer  Task  Force 
member  and  wife  of  Dr.  James 
Dobson  of  Focus  on  the  Family), 
Joni  Eareckson  Tada  (JAF  Min- 
istries), Lloyd  Ogilvie  (chaplain  of 
the  United  States  Senate),  Twila 
Paris  (Sparrow  Records),  John  Per- 
kins (Urban  Family  Ministries), 
and  many  others. 

Churches  are  encouraged  to  set 
up  large-screen  televisions  or  sev- 
eral smaller  sets  in  their  sanctu- 
aries or  fellowship  halls  so  that 
church  members  can  view  the 
broadcast  together  and  pray  in 
concert.  Alternately,  smaller  groups 
of  Christians  may  meet  in  homes 
to  watch  and  pray  together.  This 
is  what  the  word  "concert"  means 
— praying  with  others  who  are  in 
agreement  with  you. 

The  broadcast  will  provide 
many  opportunities  for  viewer 
participation.  Words  to  songs 
will  appear  on  the  screen,  as  will 
passages  of  scripture  that  are 
read.  In  addition,  significant  blocks 
of  time  will  be  dedicated  for  those 
watching  to  spend  in  prayer. 

This  broadcast  will  provide 
millions  of  Christians  across  our 
nation  an  opportunity  to  be  si- 
multaneously in  prayer  before 
Almighty  God.  [ft] 


Pray  with   millions   of  others 

asking  God  for  national  spiritual  awakening 
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Question:    How  Many  Christians 
Does  It  Take  to  Lift  Up  a  Country? 
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SPECIAL  PROJECT:  ARGENTINA 


By  James  M.  Frado 


"Go  and  make  disciples  of 
all  nations  .  . 


Matthew  28:19 


EVERY  ONE  of  the  original  disciples  was 
commissioned  by  Jesus  to  spread  the 
joyous  message  of  His  gospel  to  all  people. 
One  can  only  imagine  the  tremendous 
challenge  that  stood  before  these  devoted 
believers  at  a  time  when  proclaiming  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  meant  persecution 
and  alienation. 

The  challenges  to  our  Christian  ministry 
today  are  no  less  significant.  Like  the  first 
disciples,  we  have  also  been  entrusted  with 
the  responsibility  for  sharing  the  saving 
grace  of  Jesus  Christ  with  those  who  have 
not  yet  found  the  way  to  accept  Him  into  their 
hearts.  We,  too,  are  relentlessly  confronted 
by  a  variety  of  obstacles  as  we  bring  Jesus' 
Good  News  to  the  unsaved  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  It  is  our  collective  thriving  spirit  of 
Christian  stewardship  that  will  enable  us  to 
meet  these  challenges  on  every  front. 

Lifting  Argentina: 
Eden  Bible  Institute 

Eden  Bible  Institute  was  founded  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  local  pastors,  ministers, 
and  lay  leaders  with  the  educational  tools 
they  need  to  deliver  God's  word  to  the  people 
of  Argentina.  This  instruction  focused  on 
biblical  studies,  evangelism,  and  leadership 
training.  The  Bible  Institute  has  been  closed 
for  several  years.  The  Brethren  in  Argentina 
want  to  reopen  a  training  center  for  their 
own  leaders. 

Mr.  Frado  is  Manager  of  Stewardship  and  Planned 
Giving  for  The  Brethren  Church. 


Revitalizing  Eden 


We  have  a  significant  opportunity  to  revive 
the  ministry  of  Eden  Bible  Institute.  In  a 
cooperative  effort,  The  Brethren  Church  in 
Argentina,  Ashland  Theological  Seminary, 
and  the  Missionary  Ministries  Council  of  The 
Brethren  Church  are  developing  a  program 
to  send  three  to  four  specialized  educators  to 
Eden  Bible  Institute  every  year. 

During  week-long  visits,  these  individuals 
will  present  concentrated  seminars  on 
specific  topics  such  as  evangelism,  church 
history,  spiritual  formation,  preaching,  and 
leadership.  Having  these  educators  available 
for  focused  discipleship  instruction  will  place 
Eden  Bible  Institute  in  a  position  to 
substantially  increase  the  number  of 
recruits  it  trains  for  Christian  ministry. 

Stewardship  and  discipleship 
go  hand  in  hand 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary  and  the 
Missionary  Ministries  Council  have  made  a 
commitment  to  fund  the  expenses  associated 
with  sending  the  instructors  to  Argentina. 
The  annual  on-site  cost  of  maintaining  the 
Bible  Institute  is  estimated  at  $25,000.  To 
make  this  essential  program  work,  we  are 
asking  for  your  special  consideration  in 
helping  to  raise  the  funds  needed  to  sus- 
tain the  work  of  Eden  Bible  Institute  as  it 
delivers  God's  word  to  the  Argentine  people. 


The  opportunity  to  advance  the 

kingdom  of  God  throughout  the  world 

has  never  been  greater. 


Answer  to  the  question:  Every  one  of  us! 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


A  special  report  of  good  news  in  The  Brethren  Church 


A  day  to  celebrate  at  Park  Street  Church 


SUNDAY,  March  2,  was  "Cele- 
bration Sunday"  at  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church  in  Ashland,  Ohio, 
and  the  congregation  had  much  to 
celebrate.  A  total  of  608  people  at- 
tended the  morning  worship  serv- 
ices, a  new  attendance  record  for  a 
non-holiday  Sunday.  Attendance  for 
Sunday  school  set  a  new  all-time 
record  of  422. 

Not  only  did  these  attendances 
set  records,  they  also  included  nu- 
merous first  time  visitors.  There  were 
at  least  40  families  represented  who 
were  attending  Park  Street  for  the 
first  time.  An  estimated  65  to  110 
people  were  present  for  worship 
from  these  40  families. 

New  services 

Celebration  Sunday  was  also  the 
inaugural  Sunday  for  two  new 
services  at  Park  Street  Church — a 
third  worship  service  and  a  second 
Christian  education  hour.  Park 
Street  has  had  two  worship  serv- 
ices for  a  number  of  years,  a  con- 
temporary service  at  8:30  a.m.  and 
a  more  traditional  service  at  10:45 
a.m.,  with  Sunday  school  in  be- 
tween at  9:40  a.m.  But  the  early 
service  was  bursting  at  the  seams, 
and  many  of  the  Christian  educa- 
tion classes  were  at  capacity. 

So  on  Celebration  Sunday  the 
schedule  became  worship  and  Sun- 
day school  at  8:30  a.m.;  worship 
and  Sunday  school  at  9:45;  and 
worship  only  at  11:00.  The  first  two 
worship  services  are  contemporary 
in  style,  and  the  third  is  a  more 
traditional  service  with  some  con- 
temporary elements.  Attendances 
at  the  three  worship  services  on 
Celebration  Sunday  were  255  at 
the  first  hour,  230  at  the  second, 
and  123  at  the  third.  Sunday  school 
attendances  were  125  at  the  first 
hour  and  297  at  the  second. 

All  this  did  not  happen  without 
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much  planning  and  effort.  The  plan- 
ning began  months  ahead  with  a 
steering  committee  headed  by 
Ronald  W.  Waters.  In  time,  seven 
task  groups  prepared  for  all  aspects 
of  the  new  services.  A  worship  team 
was  recruited  to  lead  the  new  wor- 
ship service.  And  Sherry  Van  Duyne, 
director  of  Christian  education,  re- 
cruited teachers  for  the  children's 
classes  and  the  adult  Bible  fellow- 
ships in  the  new  Sunday  school. 

Contacting  new  people 

In  order  to  get  new  people,  con- 
tacts had  to  be  made.  These  were 
made  in  part  by  using  "The  Phone's 
for  You!"  This  is  a  telephone  cam- 
paign usually  associated  with  new 
churches,  but  one  that  can  be  used 
effectively  by  established  congrega- 
tions as  well. 

In  January  and  February,  approxi- 
mately 80  Park  Streeters  made  more 
than  8,800  telephone  dial-ups  and 
talked  to  5,200  people  in  the  greater 
Ashland  community.  From  these 
calls  a  mailing  list  of  980  names 
and  addresses  was  compiled.  These 
were  families  and  individuals  who 
were  not  regularly  attending  a 
church  and  who  agreed  to  receive 
information  about  Park  Street. 

Three  pieces  of  mail,  including  an 
attractive  brochure  about  the  church, 
were  sent  to  each  of  these  homes. 
Then  during  the  week  before  Cele- 
bration Sunday,  a  printed  invita- 


tion was  sent  and  a  follow-up  tele- 
phone call  was  made  to  each  of 
these  homes  to  invite  that  family  or 
individual  to  attend  the  special 
Celebration  Day  services. 

Even  when  Celebration  Sunday 
arrived  and  the  services  were  over, 
the  work  didn't  stop.  That  afternoon 
and  on  Monday,  volunteers  delivered 
loaves  of  bread  or  other  baked  goods 
to  all  the  visitors.  Then  later  in  the 
week,  the  pastor  sent  each  visitor  a 
personal  note. 

Why  all  the  effort? 

But  why  was  all  this  effort  ex- 
pended? "Our  motivation  is  obedi- 
ence," says  Dr.  Arden  Gilmer,  sen- 
ior pastor  of  Park  Street  Church. 
"This  was  a  response  to  the  mission 
God  has  given  us;  we  take  that  mis- 
sion seriously." 

"We  can  never  be  content  to  take 
care  of  ourselves.  Our  orientation 
must  always  be  to  share  the  love 
and  message  of  Christ  with  others" 
Pastor  Gilmer  continued.  "There 
are  unchurched  people  out  there. 
But  we  have  to  take  the  initiative 
to  reach  them." 

This  cannot  be  done  by  the  church 
staff  alone.  Pastor  Gilmer  stressed 
the  number  of  lay  people  who  were 
involved  in  this  effort,  doing  the 
phoning,  stuffing  and  addressing 
mailings,  inviting  people  to  attend, 
and  undergirding  it  all  with  prayer. 
"It  is  amazing  what  can  be  accom- 
plished when  the  membership  of 
the  church  is  mobilized  for  out- 
reach," he  said. 

The  results  of  these  efforts  didn't 
end  with  Celebration  Sunday.  In  fact, 
Park  Street  Brethren  had  much  to 
celebrate  throughout  the  month  of 
March.  Attendances  continued  to  run 
well  above  average  throughout  the 
month  (see  chart),  culminating  in 
an  all-time  record  attendance  of  772 
on  Easter  Sunday  morning!  [ft] 


Attendances  for  Ma 

Worship  services 
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Sunday  school 
1  st         2nd        total 
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2nd 
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March  2 

255 

230 
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608 

125 

297        422 

March  9 

281 

188 

117 
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313        426 

March  16 
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198 

98 

542 
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270        400 

March  23 

264 
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293         397 

Easter  30 
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270 
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281         392 

(Average  attendance  for  worship  in  1996 

was  462;  for 

Sunday 

school  was  355.) 
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Briefly 
Noted 


Seven  junior  high  youth  and  three 
adults  from  Northwest  Brethren 
Chapel  in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  went  30 
hours  without  food  February  21-22 
while  participating  in  a  Thirty  Hour 
Famine.  Their  purpose  for  fasting 
was  to  raise  awareness  of  world 
hunger  (their  own  and  the  aware- 
ness of  others)  and  to  raise  money 
to  feed  hungry  children.  They 
raised  money  by  conducting  a  car 
wash  during  the  Famine  and  also 
by  asking  people  to  pledge  a  certain 
amount  for  each  hour  they  fasted. 
A  total  of  $525  was  raised,  enough 
to  feed  1,050  hungry  children  for 
one  day.  In  addition  to  washing  cars, 
the  youth  studied  the  Bible,  played 
games,  and  tried  to  get  some  sleep 
during  the  Thirty  Hour  Famine. 

Pro-family  leaders  including 
Gary  Bauer,  D.  James  Kennedy,  Bev- 
erly LaHaye,  James  Dobson,  Ralph 
Reed,  and  others  have  called  on 
American  Airlines  to  stop  promoting 
homosexuality.  A  seven-page  letter 
was  sent  to  the  chairman  of  AMR 
Corp.,  American's  Fort  Worth -based 
parent  company,  stating  their  case 
against  the  airline.  The  letter  says 
in  part,  "We  do  not  support  the  denial 
of  any  benefit  rightly  due  homo- 
sexual employees,  but  neither  do  we 
support  the  extension  of  undue  privi- 
leges in  the  service  of  an  ideological 
agenda  advanced  by  militants." 

Alleged  pro-homosexual  activities 
by  American  Airlines  include  being 
named  the  official  carrier  of  the  Gay, 
Lesbian,  and  Straight  Teachers  Net- 
work, a  group  committed  to  teach- 
ing schoolchildren  about  homosexual- 
ity; sponsorship     (cont.  next  column) 
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David  Stone  installed  as  pastor 
of  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church 


Sarasota,  Fla.  —  Sunday,  Febru- 
ary 23,  was  an  exciting  day  for  Rev. 
David  Stone  and  the  Sarasota  First 
Brethren  Church,  as  on  that  day 
Rev.  Stone  was  installed  as  pastor 
of  the  Sarasota  congregation. 

For  Pastor  Stone  it  was  particu- 
larly exciting  because  it  was  a 
homecoming,  as  he  returned  to  pas- 
tor the  church  where  he  came  to 
know  Christ  as  his  Savior  and 
where  he  experienced  the  call  of 
God  into  pastoral  ministry. 

He  left  Sarasota  in  1979  to  attend 
Ashland  University  and  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary.  Following 
his  graduation  from  the  seminary 
in  1985,  he  served  the  Roann,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church  from  1985 
to  1989  and  the  Bloomingdale  (Val- 
rico,  Fla.)  Brethren  Church  from 
1989  to  January  1997. 

For  the  Sarasota  Brethren,  this 
was  an  exciting  day  because  they 
were  celebrating  the  arrival  of  a  full- 
time  pastor  after  a  lengthy  period 
without  one.  Chaplain  Eugene  Beek- 
ley,  a  member  of  the  church,  had 
faithfully  served  the  congregation 
part  time  as  interim  pastor  for  nearly 
2V£  years  following  the  resignation 
of  Pastor  Dan  Gray.  The  church  ex- 
pressed its  gratitude  to  Chaplain 
Beekley  and  his  wife,  Jeanne,  the 
following  Saturday  (March  1)  with 
a  dinner  in  their  honor. 

Another  poignant  feature  of  the 
installation  service  for  Rev.  Stone 
was  that  it  followed  so  closely  the 
funeral  of  Sarasota  former  pastor, 
Dr.  J.D.  Hamel,  which  was  held  the 
previous  day  in  the  church  sanctu- 
ary. Dr.  Hamel  served  the  Sarasota 

r  Noted  continued 
of  homosexual  "circuit"  parties,  at 
which  illicit  drug  use  and  promis- 
cuous sex  occur;  adoption  of  "sexual 
orientation"  as  a  specially  protected 
category  under  work  place  rules; 
aggressive  promotion  in  the  homo- 
sexual travel  market,  including  dis- 
count fares  connected  with  homo- 
sexual celebrations;  and  donations 
to  homosexual  activist  organiza- 
tions such  as  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.       [ft] 


Church  from  1960  to  1988,  and  he 
had  been  Stone's  pastor  as  he  grew 
up  in  the  church.  During  Hamel's 
28  years  as  pastor  of  the  congrega- 
tion, it  had  grown  tremendously,  and 
he  was  greatly  loved  by  the  Sara- 
sota Brethren. 

Many  visitors  had  come  to  Sara- 
sota for  Dr.  Hamel's  funeral,  and  a 
number  of  them  stayed  for  the  in- 
stallation service.  Among  them  was 
Rev.  Bob  Dillard,  who  was  the 
church's  youth  pastor  when  Stone 
was  in  the  youth  group.  He  gave 
the  benediction  for  the  installation 
service. 

More  than  200  people  attended 
the  installation  service,  which  is 
more  than  double  recent  average 
attendance.  While  many  of  the  "ex- 
tras" were  from  out  of  town,  a  good 
number  were  former  members  who 
were  reintroduced  to  the  ministry 
of  First  Brethren,  and  some  were 
first-time  attenders.  Thus,  as  Rev. 
Stone  observed,  Dr.  Hamel  glori- 
fied God  in  his  death  even  as  he 
had  glorified  Him  with  his  life. 

Rev.  David  Cooksey,  Director  of 
Pastoral  Ministries  for  The  Breth- 
ren Church,  presented  the  chal- 
lenge to  the  congregation  during 
the  installation  worship  service. 
Chaplain  Beekley  presented  a  chal- 
lenge to  Pastor  Stone  and  asked  him 
the  installation  questions.  He  then 
invited  Pastor  Stone's  wife  Jill  and 
their  three  children  to  join  them  on 
the  platform,  after  which  he  asked 
the  entire  congregation  to  come  up 
and  pray  for  the  pastoral  family. 

Pastor  Stone  expressed  his  ap- 
preciation to  all  who  had  prayed  for 
him  and  his  family  as  they  made 
the  difficult  decision  about  accept- 
ing a  call  to  the  Sarasota  Church. 
He  said,  "God  is  good.  Even  the 
most  strident  atheist  would  have 
had  a  hard  time  missing  the  hand 
of  God  in  all  that  has  gone  on  in 
just  one  month  of  ministry  here  [he 
began  serving  the  congregation  on 
February  1].  And  all  the  blessings 
were  outside  the  scope  of  human 
control;  God  had  to  do  it  because 
man  never  could  have.  Prayer  is 
the  key.  Thank  you  for  yours."     [ft] 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Experiencing  God's  blessings 
at  Raystown  Brethren  Church 

Saxton,  Pa.  —  God  has  been  espe- 
cially good  recently  to  the  Raystown 
Brethren  Church,  a  small  country 
church  in  southeastern  Pennsylva- 
nia where  Brother  Alfred  Chamber- 
lain serves  as  pastor. 

Among  His  special  blessings  on 
the  Raystown  Brethren:  giving  them 
a  new  burden  for  the  lost  and  a 
growing  favor  with  people  in  the 
community,  particularly  the  unsaved; 
enabling  them  to  emerge  victori- 
ously from  not  one  but  two  floods 
during  the  past  year  (See  p.  11  of  the 
July/August  1996  Evangelist  for  a  re- 
port on  one  of  these  floods.);  adding  to 
their  number  (doubling  their  attend- 
ance) and  providing  spiritual  growth 
as  well. 

God  has  used  at  least  two  means 
to  bring  about  His  blessings  on  the 
church:  Promise  Keepers,  which  had 
an  impact  on  the  men;  and  prayer. 
For  over  a  year,  special  prayer 
services  have  been  held  each  Sun- 
day morning  at  9:15  before  the  wor- 
ship service  at  10:00.  On  some  occa- 
sions the  Raystown  Brethren  have 
seen  their  prayers  answered  even 
before  they  left  the  service! 

Among  the  prayers  answered  were 
those  for  musical  talent.  The  church 
had  only  two  piano  players,  an  adult 
and  a  young  person  who  served  as 
assistant.  Now  there  are  five  pian- 
ists, three  adults  and  two  young  peo- 
ple. The  congregation  did  not  have 
a  choir,  but  a  little  over  a  month 
ago  one  was  started.  It  now  has  16 
members  and  has  already  sung  at 
another  church's  revival  services. 

Easter  Sunday  was  an  especially 
big  day  for  the  church,  with  65-70 
people  present  for  the  Sonrise  service, 
62  for  worship,  and  65-70  for  the 
youth  drama  in  the  evening.  Attend- 
ance before  Easter  was  running  45 
to  50.  Yes,  God  has  been  good  to  the 
Raystown  Brethren  Church! 

—  reported  by  Bonita  Chamberlain 
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Brian  Johnson  named  this  year's 
"Helping  Hands  Award"  winner 

Orlando,  Fla.  —  Brian  W.  Johnson, 
missionary  and  relief  worker  in  Li- 
beria, West  Africa,  since  1973,  was 
presented  World  Reliefs  18th  an- 
nual Helping  Hands  Award  during 
a  special  ceremony  March  5  at  the 
55th  annual  convention  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Evangelicals. 

Johnson  spoke  at  the  World  Re- 
lief Soup  Lunch  at  General  Confer- 
ence last  August,  and  an  article 
about  him  and  his  family  appeared 
in  the  December  1996  issue  of  the 
EVANGELIST  ("Escape  from  Liberia" 
by  Bonne  Steffen,  pp.  6  &  7). 

"Brian  has  worked  tirelessly  to  pro- 
mote reconciliation  among  Liberia's 
warring  ethnic  groups,"  says  Bas 
Vanderzalm,  World  Reliefs  Vice 
President  of  International  Ministries. 
"God  has  used  Brian  to  almost  single- 
handedly  bring  unity  to  the  church 
leaders  and  propel  the  Association 
of  Evangelicals  in  Liberia  into  sig- 
nificant work  ministering  to  the 
hurts  of  the  Liberian  people." 

Brian  first  went  to  Liberia  as  a  self- 
employed  missionary  in  1973.  Soon 
thereafter  he  met  Ruth,  a  Liberian 
woman,  who  later  became  his  wife. 
They  became  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren. Brian's  early  work  in  Liberia 
as  a  liaison  between  the  Liberian 
church  leadership  and  pastors  in  the 
U.S.  helped  prepare  him  for  diffi- 
cult bridge-building  that  lay  ahead. 

From  1983  to  1989,  with  Carver 
Foreign  Missions,  Brian  dedicated 
himself  to  training  future  Christian 
leaders  at  Monrovia  Bible  Institute 
and  College  and  Carver  Christian 
Academy.  But  when  war  engulfed 
the  country  in  1989,  the  Johnsons 
were  forced  to  evacuate. 

Brian  was  back  in  Liberia  in  1994 
as  World  Reliefs  Country  Director. 
His  task  was  to  bring  healing  to  the 
fractured  evangelical  Church  in  Li- 
beria and  to  develop  a  ministry  of 
assistance  for  physical  needs. 

Because  of  the  respect  he  had 
earned  in  the  Liberian  church, 
Brian  was  scon  asked  by  church  lead- 
ers to  assume  the  presidency  of  the 
Association  of  Evangelicals  in  Liberia 
(AEL),  to  guide  them  in  reconcili- 
ation and  a  meaningful  ministry. 


Brian  and  Ruth  Johnson 

Within  months,  nearly  700  church 
leaders  from  16  tribal  groups  and 
23  denominations  gathered  to  be- 
gin the  hard  work  of  forgiving  one 
another  for  past  atrocities.  The  rec- 
onciliation work  soon  went  beyond 
the  evangelical  church,  as  faction 
leaders  were  drawn  to  Johnson's 
biblically-based  workshops  on  heal- 
ing for  broken  people. 

Three  weeks  before  another  rec- 
onciliation gathering  in  1995,  Ruth's 
father,  aunt,  and  two  cousins  were 
murdered  in  a  rebel  attack.  Brian 
pushed  the  conference  on,  and  he 
and  Ruth  joined  the  group  in  pray- 
ing for  personal  freedom  from  bit- 
terness. "In  the  face  of  all  the  de- 
struction and  suffering  going  on 
around  him,  Brian  has  remained 
faithful  in  teaching  others  how  to 
apply  the  gospel  in  the  most  trying 
circumstances,"  Vanderzalm  says. 

In  April  1996,  war  erupted  again 
and  engulfed  Monrovia,  trapping  the 
Johnson  family  in  their  home.  They 
were  finally  rescued  and  evacuated 
by  helicopter,  leaving  everything 
behind.  (See  the  article  in  the  Decem- 
ber Evangelist.)  Even  before  land- 
ing, Brian  had  begun  making  plans 
to  proceed  to  Liberia's  border  areas 
to  continue  directing  World  Reliefs 
work  from  there. 

Today  the  AEL  once  again  has  a 
significant  ministry  of  bringing 
emotional  healing  and  physical  as- 
sistance to  those  in  need.  Brian 
continues  to  advise  the  association 
and  to  carry  out  the  work  World 
Relief  does  in  cooperation  with 
AEL.  "Humbly  and  quietly,  Brian 
works  to  transform  Liberian  soci- 
ety according  to  the  teaching  of  the 
gospel,"  Vanderzalm  says.  [ft] 
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In  Memory 

Alice  D.  Finks,  mother  of  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary  Presi- 
dent Dr.  Frederick  Finks,  died  Feb- 
ruary 10  at  the  age  of  78.  She  was  a 
longtime  member  of  the  Maurer- 
town,  Va.,  Brethren  Church  and 
W.M.S.,  and  a  woman  who  exer- 
cised the  gift  of  hospitality.  She  fre- 
quently attended  General  Confer- 
ence. Preceded  in  death  by  her  hus- 
band Lee,  she  is  survived  by  four 
sons,  seven  grandchildren,  and  two 
great-grandchildren.  Services  were 
conducted  by  Rev.  Richard  Craver, 
pastor  of  the  Maurertown  Brethrn 
Church,  and  Rev.  David  Cooksey. 


Turn  it  off! 
Turn  it  completely  off! 

More  than  four-million  people  are 
expected  to  turn  their  television  sets 
off  and  leave  them  off  from  April  24 
to  30  during  the  third  annual  Na- 
tional TV-Turnoff  Week. 

This  week  without  television  is 
sponsored  by  TV-Free  America,  an 
organization  that  encourages  Ameri- 
cans to  reduce — voluntarily  and  dra- 
matically— the  amount  of  television 
they  watch  in  order  to  promote  rich- 
er, healthier,  and  more  connected 
lives,  families,  and  communities. 

"The  real  issue  has  become  not 
what  we  watch,  but  how  much  we 
watch,"  says  Henry  Labalme,  execu- 
tive director  of  TV-Free  America. 
"Four  hours  of  television  a  day 
(which  is  equivalent  to  two  months 
of  non-stop  TV-watching  a  year  and 
9  years  of  a  65-year  life)  is  simply 
unhealthy  for  our  children,  families, 
communities,  and  our  nation." 

National  TV-Turnoff  Week  is 
helping  many  Americans  discover  that 
life  is  simpler,  quieter,  more  produc- 
tive, and  more  rewarding  when  you 
spend  less  time  watching  the  "tube." 

Editor's  note:  If  you  decide  to 
turn  off  your  television  for  National 
TV-Turnoff  Week,  you  can  turn  it 
back  on  again  just  in  time  to  watch 
the  Nationally  Broadcast  Concert  of 
Prayer  on  May  1  (see  page  7). 


Volunteers  from  St.  James  Brethren  Church 
reach  out  to  help  local  elementary  students 


St.  James,  Md.  —  Some  adult 
members  of  the  St.  James  Breth- 
ren Church  have  gone  back  to  ele- 
mentary school  .  .  .  but  not  as  stu- 
dents. They  are  there  as  tutors  for 
children  who  need  extra  help. 

"We  have  set  up  a  volunteer  tu- 
toring program  at  Fountain  Rock 
Elementary  School,  which  is  right 
down  the  road  from  the  church,"* 
explains  Kristy  Bowers,  Christian 
education  director  for  the  St.  James 
Church  and  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  tutoring  program. 

The  program  was  set  into  motion 
last  December  when  letters  were 
sent  home  with  the  Fountain  Rock 
students  notifying  parents  of  the 
opportunity  for  their  children  to  be 
tutored.  Fifty-one  children  signed 
up.  "And  amazingly,  they  were  the 
very  kids  the  teachers  had  identi- 
fied as  needing  the  extra  help," 
Bowers  said. 

But  this  created  a  problem.  The 
students  interested  in  being  tu- 
tored far  outnumbered  the  18  vol- 
unteers from  the  church. 

Church  and  school  leaders  solved 
this  problem  by  dividing  the  stu- 
dents into  two  groups,  with  one 
group  meeting  with  volunteers  from 
February  to  April  and  the  other 
group  meeting  with  volunteers 
from  late  April  to  the  end  of  the 
school  year.  Each  volunteer  usually 
works  with  two  students  at  a  time. 

The  children  stay  after  school  one 
or  two  days  a  week  for  an  hour-long 
session.  Volunteers  get  a  chance  to 
interact  with  parents  when  the 
parents  pick  up  their  children 
promptly  at  3:30  p.m. 

The  volunteers  work  very  closely 
with  the  teachers,  who  are  excited 
about  the  program.  The  teachers 
tell  the  volunteers  in  what  areas 

*  Quotations  and  the  information  in 
this  news  report  are  taken  from  an  arti- 
cle about  the  tutoring  program  written 
by  Mario  Barnhart  that  appeared  in  the 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  newspaper,  The 
Daily  Mail. 


each  student  needs  help.  Some  chil- 
dren just  need  help  with  homework 
assignments.  Others  may  be  hav- 
ing problems  with  a  specific  skill, 
such  as  long  division  or  fractions. 

Principal  Steven  Bowers — no  re- 
lation to  Kristy — is  also  pleased 
about  the  program.  "Before  the  St. 
James  volunteers  started,  we  had 
nothing,  no  tutoring  service  at  all," 
he  said.  He  believes  that  other 
schools  would  benefit  from  a  simi- 
lar partnership  with  volunteer  tu- 
tors from  a  church  or  some  other 
service  organization. 

The  volunteers,  likewise,  are  en- 
thusiastic about  the  chance  to  help, 
according  to  Bowers.  "We  aren't 
here  to  push  religion  on  the  chil- 
dren," she  stresses.  "We  are  here  as 
an  educational  resource." 

But  the  Lord  has  a  way  of  taking 
this  kind  of  faithful  service  and  bless- 
ing it  in  ways  we  may  not  expect! 


Aim  above  morality.  Be  not  sim- 
ply good,  be  good  for  something. 

—  H.  D.  Thoreau 
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Editor  Richard  Winfield  begins  a  series  on: 


Dealing  with  the  time  pressures  of  life 


TIME!  There  never  seems  to  be 
enough  of  it!  More  evidence  of 
this  was  provided  by  Dr.  Emanuel 
Sandberg's  report  in  last  month's 
Evangelist  of  a  survey  completed 
by  more  than  200  pastors  and  local 
Brethren  church  leaders.  Respon- 
dents to  this  survey  identified  the 
number-one  obstacle  to  the  growth 
of  The  Brethren  Church  as  "time 
pressures  on  members'  lives." 

Furthermore,  "too  little  time  by 
members  in  Bible  reading"  was  the 
number-three  ranked  obstacle  to 
the  growth  of  the  church.  Brethren 
people  don't  seem  to  have  enough 
time  to  nurture  their  own  spiritual 
lives,  let  alone  take  on  more  re- 
sponsibilities in  the  church. 

Time  pressures.  What,  if  any- 
thing, can  we  do  about  these  pres- 
sures? That's  a  question  we  are 
going  to  consider  in  this  and  sub- 
sequent articles  in  the  Evangelist. 

A  place  to  begin 

Time  is  a  lot  like  money.  Most  of 
us  never  seem  to  have  enough  of 
either.  Since  that's  the  case,  perhaps 
we  can  use  some  principles  of  sound 
money-management  to  tackle  our 
problems  with  time. 

One  thing  that  financial  counsel- 
ors recommend  to  those  who  are  hav- 
ing trouble  managing  their  money  is 
that  they  make  a  budget.  And  the 
first  step  in  doing  that  is  to  write 
down  how  one's  money  is  spent. 

For  example,  Art  Williams,  a  for- 
mer high  school  teacher  and  coach 
who  is  now  a  multi-millionaire, 
writes  in  Common  Sense:  A  Simple 
Plan  for  Financial  Independence: 

Budgeting  is  also  a  great  way  to 
determine  where  you're  wasting 


money.  As  a  family  exercise,  keep 
a  budget  for  one  month.  Don't 
make  it  so  much  trouble  you  won't 
keep  it  up;  just  a  rough  record  will 
do.  Whenever  family  money  is 
spent,  jot  it  down  on  a  budget 
sheet  or  even  a  legal  pad. 

I  promise  you  at  the  end  of  the 
month  you'll  have  a  real  eye- 
opener.  You'll  be  amazed  at  how  the 
little  things  add  up  to  big  dollars! 

Keeping  a  time  log 

I'm  suggesting  that  we  could  say 
something  similar  about  time,  sub- 
stituting "time  log"  for  "budget. " 
Thus  we  could  paraphrase  Williams: 

Keeping  a  time  log  is  a  great 
way  to  determine  where  you're 
wasting  time.  As  a  personal  exer- 
cise, keep  a  time  log  for  one  month. 
Don't  make  it  so  much  trouble  you 
won't  keep  it  up;  just  a  rough  re- 
cord will  do.  Whenever  time  is 
spent,  jot  it  down  on  a  log  sheet  or 
even  a  legal  pad. 

I  promise  you  that  at  the  end  of 
the  month  you'll  have  a  real  eye- 
opener.  You'll  be  amazed  at  how  a 
few  minutes  here  and  there  add  up 
to  sizable  amounts  of  time! 

What  specifically  might  we  dis- 
cover by  keeping  such  a  log?  Again 
time  parallels  money.  Just  as  we 
spend  money  on  certain  necessities 
— food,  clothes,  housing,  transpor- 
tation, etc. — we  also  spend  time  on 
certain  necessities — sleeping,  eat- 
ing, getting  dressed,  working,  etc. 

We  will  also  discover  that  there 
are  discretionary  uses  of  time,  just 
as  there  are  discretionary  uses  of 
money  (although  we  may  not  agree 
on  what's  discretionary  and  what's 
necessary  in  both  cases!).  Discre- 
tionary uses  of  time  might  include 


that  spent  watching  television,  read- 
ing (including  the  newspaper),  going 
to  sports  events,  and  surfing  the 
web,  just  to  name  a  few.  As  Chris- 
tians, we  need  to  be  aware  of  how 
we  use  our  discretionary  time. 

We  will  also  probably  discover 
wasted  time.  A  few  minutes  here, 
15  minutes  there;  time  spent  wait- 
ing that  could  be  used  constructive- 
ly; time  spent  doing  nothing;  time 
spent  doing  some  of  the  things 
mentioned  above,  that  on  reflection 
we  will  admit  was  just  wasted. 

And  finally,  we  will  want  to  take 
special  note  of  how  much  time  we 
spend  in  Christian  activities.  This 
would  include  time  spent  attending 
church  services  and  meetings,  in  per- 
sonal prayer  and  Bible  reading,  and 
in  Christian  outreach  and  service. 

Numbering  our  hours 

Psalm  90:12  says  (in  the  NIV): 
Teach  us  to  number  our  days  aright, 
that  we  may  gain  a  heart  of  wisdom. 

What  I'm  suggesting  is  that  it 
might  be  good  for  us  not  only  to 
"number"  our  days,  but  also,  at 
least  for  a  time,  our  hours  and  half- 
hours  as  well.  Doing  so  may  be  the 
first  step  in  dealing  with  the  time 
pressures  on  our  lives.  ["0"] 
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Thank 

You, 

Mother! 

By.  H.  L.  Wood 


HOW  DO  YOU  SAY  Thank  you" 
to  a  mother  who  has  long  since 
passed  away? 

As  a  child  of  five  (many  long  years 
ago),  I  sat  on  the  kitchen  steps  and 
heard  my  mother  sing  as  she 
worked  around  the  kitchen.  In  the 
years  that  followed,  as  I  did  my 
homework  at  the  kitchen  table,  I 
continued  to  hear  her  sing.  She  did 
not  have  a  cultivated  voice,  but  her 
tones  were  clear  and  sweet.  I  can 
still  hear  her — in  the  sunset  years 
of  my  life — and  the  hymns  she 
sang.  And  I  remember  them,  too. 

She  sang  hymns  of  assurance.  In 
spite  of  a  life  that  had  held  more 
than  its  share  of  sorrows,  she  still 
imparted  her  faith  in  God's  pres- 
ence to  a  kid  of  five,  and  later,  of 
school  age. 

Blessed  assurance,  Jesus  is  mine! 
Oh,  what  a  foretaste  of  glory  diuine! 
I  can  still  remember  the  words  of 
that  hymn.  To  me  it  meant  that  she 
was  certain  of  her  place  in  God's 
kingdom. 

God  will  take  care  of  you,  Through 
every  day,  O'er  all  the  way.  She  left 
her  troubles  up  to  her  Heavenly 
Father  (and  He  was  doing  a  pretty 
good  job  of  taking  care  of  them). 

My  faith  looks  up  to  Thee,  Thou 
Lamb  of  Calvary.  She  looked  up  to 
Him  daily.  When  I  was  in  my  teens 
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and  downtown  with  my  pals  in  the 
evening  (ten  o'clock  was  curfew  in 
those  days),  I  would  see  her  kneel- 
ing by  her  bed  in  prayer  when  I 
came  home  and  passed  her  open 
bedroom  door.  Somehow  I  knew  she 
included  me  in  her  conversation 
with  God. 

Come,  Thou  Fount  of  every  bless- 
ing. She  taught  me  to  depend  on 
Jesus.  She  knew  that  some  day  He 
would  take  her  to  be  with  Himself, 
but  that  I  would  see  her  again. 

What  a  Friend  we  have  in  Jesus, 
All  our  sins  and  griefs  to  bear!  Her 
whole  life  was  wrapped  up  in 
friendship  with  Jesus.  He  brought 
her  an  overflowing  measure  of 
peace  and  cheerfulness. 


I  still  know  the  first  verses  and 
choruses  of  many  of  the  hymns  that 
she  sang,  just  from  hearing  them  so 
often  as  a  youngster.  She  always 
sang  as  she  worked.  How  she  had 
memorized  so  many  of  the  hymns,  I 
could  never  understand. 

O  yes,  He  cares;  I  know  He  cares, 
His  heart  is  touched  with  my  grief. 
She  knew  a  secret  of  comfort  that  is 
"out  of  this  world."  It  eased  her 
cares  and  made  life  bearable. 

He  leadeth  me,  O  blessed  thought!  O 
words  with  heavenly  comfort  fraught! 
His  leading  brought  her  a  peace  that 
can't  be  found  anywhere  else. 

Amidst  all  the  things  I  didn't 
understand  as  a  child,  "assurance" 
was  one  thing  I  could  understand, 
for  I  heard  it  so  often  in  the  hymns 
my  mother  sang.  So  after  all  these 
many  years,  I  ask,  "How  can  I 
thank  you  enough,  Mother?"         [ft] 

Editor's  note:  Mothers,  you  too  can 
touch  the  hearts  of  your  children 
through  song.  Whether  you  sing  the  tra- 
ditional hymns  or  the  newer  hymns  and 
choruses,  you  can  assure  your  children 
of  your  faith  and  ground  them  in  God's 
promises  "as  you  sing  psalms,  hymns 
and  spiritual  songs  with  gratitude  in 
your  hearts  to  God"  (Col.  3:16,  niv). 

H.  L  Wood,  a  member  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church,  is  a  retired  educator. 


Memories  of  May 

By  William  Curtis 


WHEN  the  month  of  May 
rolls  around  each  year,  my 
thoughts  go  back  to  springtime 
in  Ohio  and  the  many  times  our 
family  would  go  to  the  woods  to 
hunt  for  mushrooms.  There  was 
something  about  the  warm  rainy 
season  that  would  cause  the 
mysterious  spores  of  the  morel 


mushroom  suddenly  to  come  to 
life  after  the  cold  winter. 

They  would  spring  up  to  look 
like  a  sponge  on  a  stick.  It  was 
the  only  mushroom  we  ever 
hunted  that  left  us  no  doubt  as  to 
its  being  edible.  What  a  delight  it 
was  to  be  walking  through  the 

(continued  at  bottom  of  next  page) 
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SNAPSHOTS 

By 
Michelle  Rhude 


STEPPARENTING  is  full  of 
both  struggles  and  triumphs. 
Holidays  can  be  especially  diffi- 
cult when  several  extended  fami- 
lies become  involved.  Generally, 
the  more  important  the  holiday, 
the  more  problems  that  arise. 
But  holidays  like  Mother's  Day 
and  Father's  Day  can  also  be 
especially  awkward. 

My  husband,  Mike,  and  I  have 
custody  of  his  two  sons  from  a 
previous  marriage,  making  me  a 
full-time  stepmother.  One  of  the 
parenting  problems  we've  faced  is 
gift-giving. 

On  Mother's  Day  several  years 
ago,  Mike  decided  that  he  had  had 
enough  of  prodding  and  pushing  the 
kids  to  remember  a  gift.  So  after 
mentioning  the  impending  holiday 
a  few  times,  he  dropped  the  sub- 
ject. For  various  reasons,  we  have 
always  encouraged  the  kids  to 
spend  Mother's  Day  with  their 
mother.  But  Mike  made  no  arrange- 
ments for  them  to  do  so  that  year. 

As  you've  probably  guessed,  the 
boys  completely  ignored  the  holi- 
day. It  was  mentioned  in  church, 
so  I  knew  that  they  should  have 
been  aware  of  it. 

Later  that  day,  we  drove  to  the 


home  of  Mike's  parents  to  wish  his 
mother  a  happy  holiday.  I  listened 
in  disbelief  as  the  boys  said 
"Happy  Mother's  Day"  to  their 
grandmother.  But  to  me  and  to 
their  mother  they  said  nothing.  I 
made  no  mention  to  them  of  their 
neglect,  waiting  to  see  if  perhaps 
by  the  end  of  the  day  they  would 
redeem  themselves. 

Self-analysis 

I  found  my  reactions  during  the 
course  of  the  day  interesting.  I 
was  hurt,  annoyed,  angry,  and 
sad — sometimes  all  once!  My  pride 
was  hurt.  What  would  I  say  the 
next  day  at  work  when  coworkers 
asked  how  my  day  had  gone  and 
what  the  boys  had  done  for  me? 
In  the  end,  after  the  phases  of 
hurt  and  self-pity  had  passed,  I 
was  left  with  a  deep  sadness. 

The  celebration  of  Mother's  Day 
and  Father's  Day  isn't  really 
about  gifts,  although  they're  a 
nice  addition.  The  celebration  of 
these  special  days  is  about  grate- 
ful hearts.  It's  about  recognition 
for  services  rendered  out  of  love. 

The  Holy  Spirit  really  convicted 
me  that  evening  about  the  condi- 
tion of  my  heart  in  two  areas.  The 


first  was  about  my  motives  in 
serving  as  the  boys'  stepparent. 
Do  I  do  it  for  recognition?  for  ap- 
proval? for  rewards?  It  should  be 
about  obedience  to  God,  who 
placed  them  in  my  care,  and  out 
of  an  overflow  of  my  love  for  Him. 

Second,  what  bothered  me  most 
was  the  boys'  lack  of  a  grateful 
attitude  and  outlook.  But  how 
often  does  my  life  reflect  that 
same  lack  toward  my  Heavenly 
Father?  How  sad  my  habit  of  tak- 
ing for  granted  so  many  things 
He  does  for  me  every  day  must 
make  Him! 

Since  that  time  I've  tried  to  cul- 
tivate an  attitude  of  gratitude  to 
please  my  Heavenly  Father,  be- 
cause every  day  is  a  celebration  of 
His  mercy  to  me.  Therefore,  since 
we  are  receiving  a  kingdom  that 
cannot  be  shaken,  let  us  be  thank- 
ful, and  so  worship  God  accept- 
ably with  reverence  and  awe  .  .  . 
(Heb.  12:28,  Niv).  ffl 
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Memories  of  May 

(continued  from  page  2) 
trees  and  come  upon  several  of 
these  sponge  mushrooms  among 
the  new  grass,  the  May  flowers, 
and  the  green  ferns!  The  mush- 
rooms weren't  all  that  easy  to 
find — one  had  to  seek  them  out. 
What  a  delightful  meal  they  made 
when  floured  and  fried!  We  never 
seemed  to  find  enough  to  satisfy  our 
appetite  for  them. 

What  a  delight  it  is,  also,  to  seek 
out  people — men,  women,  boys,  and 
girls — who,  like  sponges,  would 
soak  up  the  knowledge  and  under- 
standing of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ! 
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So  many  would  respond  to  the 
Lord's  invitation  to  salvation  if  we 
would  just  take  the  time  to  seek 
them  out  and  pick  them  from  a 
world  of  deceit  and  perversion. 

Seeking  out  mushrooms  is  a  little 
like  fishing.  You  never  know  when 
you'll  catch  that  special  one.  Jesus 
has  asked  us  to  become  fishers  of 
men.  If  we  are  really  serious  disci- 
ples of  His,  we  will  have  an  appe- 
tite to  seek  out  the  lost  and  to  invite 
them  to  receive  the  Lord  and  expe- 
rience the  joy  and  peace  that  only 
He  can  give. 

Have  you  ever  asked  yourself,  "In 
my  lifetime,  how  many  people  have 


I  influenced  to  receive  the  Son  of 
God  as  their  personal  Savior?"  How 
many  do  you  expect  to  reach  before 
you  leave  this  earth?  How  many 
will  you  meet  in  heaven  because  of 
your  witness? 

May  this  month  of  May  truly  be  a 
time  of  seeking  out  those  for  whom 
Christ  died!  [ft] 

Rev.  Curtis  is  interim  pastor  of  the 
First  Brethren  Church  in  Tucson,  Ariz. 
He  grew  up  in  New  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
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ren Church  there.  This  article  first  ap- 
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Tucson  First  Brethren  Church  newslet- 
ter and  is  reprinted  here  by  permission, 
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National  Association  of  Evangelicals 
speaks  out  on  today's  pressing  issues 


THE  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  spoke  out  on  some 
of  the  most  pressing  issues  current- 
ly facing  our  society  at  its  annual 
convention  March  4-6  in  Orlando, 
Fla.  Delegates  to  the  convention 
passed  resolutions  on  postmodern- 
ism, caring  for  the  poor,  ministry 
to  prisoners,  physician-assisted 
suicide,  and  partial-birth  abortions. 

Postmodernism 

Postmodernism  is  a  system  of 
thought  that  denies  the  existence  of 
objective  truth;  rejects  absolute  moral 
standards;  views  all  life-styles, 
moralities,  religions,  and  worldviews 
as  equally  valid;  and  rejects  Chris- 
tianity because  it  claims  to  be  ob- 
jectively true. 

In  response  to  such  views,  the 
NAE  resolution — entitled  "Does 
God  Speak  to  Our  Time?" — states: 

While  we  acknowledge  postmod- 
ernism's  exposure  of  the  theories  of 
autonomous  reason,  we  cannot  ac- 
cept the  currently  politically  correct 
relativism  of  postmodernism.  We 
affirm  that  human  beings,  made  in 
the  image  of  God,  can  know  some 
things  truly,  even  if  our  finitude  pre- 
vents us  from  knowing  anything  ex- 
haustively. 

More  importantly,  we  affirm  that 
God,  who  has  chosen  to  act  through 
mighty  deeds  such  as  creation,  and 
supremely  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
the  incarnate  Word,  communicates 
His  truth  through  the  Scriptures. 
These  words,  however  mediated  by 
human  beings,  are  finally  reliable 
because  they  are  God's  words,  the 
words  of  a  personal,  sovereign,  om- 
niscient God.  The  original  text  of 
holy  Scripture  preserves  these 
words,  which  God,  accommodating 
Himself  to  our  limitations,  has  gra- 
ciously given  us  for  His  glory  and 
for  His  people's  good. 

Though  we  may  not  hope  to  un- 
derstand the  sacred  text  exhaustive- 
ly, we  can  understand  much  of  it 
truly.  By  relying  on  the  illumina- 
tion of  the  Holy  Spirit  .  .  .  we  can 
grasp  and  grow  in  the  truth  of  what 
it  says,  and  in  our  obedient  con- 
formity to  it.  All  true  Christian 


unity  is  grounded  in  unqualified  and 
hearty  submission  to  Scripture  in 
its  total  context. 

Whatever  our  culture,  race,  lan- 
guage, heritage,  or  time  in  history, 
as  evangelical  Christians,  we  joy- 
fully bow  to  the  complete  authority 
of  the  Scriptures  as  embodied  in  the 
66  canonical  books  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments.  We  affirm  the 
Scriptures'  truthfulness,  acknowledg- 
ing that,  while  our  knowing  is  cul- 
turally influenced,  we  may  know 
the  mind  and  thoughts  of  Him  who 
inhabits  eternity,  by  this  written 
revelation  He  has  graciously  pro- 
vided. Therefore,  we  are  under  His 
mandate  to  herald  this  good  news 
to  everyone. 

Caring  for  the  poor 

The  resolution  "Heeding  the  Call 
of  the  Poor:  Let  the  Church  Be  the 
Church"  sees  the  new  welfare  re- 
form law  as  an  opportunity  for  the 
church  to  demonstrate  that  there  is 
a  better  way  to  help  the  poor.  It 
therefore  challenges  the  Christian 
community  to  commit  itself  to  model 
the  sacrificial  love  of  Christ  by  in- 
creasing its  financial  giving  and 
personal  involvement  with  the  poor. 
(This  resolution  is  printed  in  its  entirety 
on  the  following  page.) 

Ministry  to  prisoners 

The  resolution  on  "The  Church's 
Responsibility  to  Prisoners"  begins: 

Understanding  that  the  United 
States  has  the  world's  highest  rate 
of  incarceration  among  industrial- 
ized nations  with  some  1.6  million 
Americans  currently  incarcerated, 
the  National  Association  of  Evangel- 
icals (NAE)  recognizes  the  necessity 
of  the  biblical  mandate  to  minister 
to  those  in  prison  and  to  family  mem- 
bers impacted  by  incarceration. 

We  therefore  affirm  the  Church's 
need  to  share  the  gospel  with  those 
in  prison,  to  support  and  encour- 
age— and  be  supported  and  encour- 
aged by — believers  who  are  the 
"church-behind-the-walls,"  and  to 
support  and  encourage  families  im- 
pacted by  incarceration  and  ex- 
prisoners  as  they  complete  their  in- 
carceration and  re-enter  society. 


Calling  to  mind  the  teaching  of 
Jesus  in  Matthew  25  that  visiting 
those  in  prison  is  tantamount  to 
visiting  Christ  Himself,  the  resolu- 
tion says: 

Both  those  who  are  incarcerated, 
and  those  family  members  who  re- 
main on  the  outside,  represent  indi- 
viduals for  whom  Christ  died,  who 
need  to  hear  the  message  of  salva- 
tion, and  who  may,  because  of  the 
trauma  occurring  in  their  lives,  be 
particularly  open  to  the  message  of 
the  Gospel  and  to  committing  their 
lives  to  Christ. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the 
resolution  makes  it  clear  that  the 
church's  responsibility  to  prisoners 
doesn't  end  when  they  leave  prison: 

And  finally,  to  reduce  the  current 
tragic  recidivism  rate  of  roughly  75 
percent  of  prisoners  re-entering 
society,  the  local  church  must  ex- 
tend itself  to  effectively  support  and 
nurture  those  re-entering  society 
after  a  period  of  incarceration 
(Rom.  12:13).  The  church  must  men- 
tor prisoners  and  families  through 
the  difficult  post-prison  adjustments 
by  helping  to  secure  housing,  em- 
ployment, transportation  and  cloth- 
ing, and  by  providing  spiritual  and 
moral  support  to  ex-prisoners  who 
genuinely  seek  to  be  more  Christ- 
like in  all  they  are  and  do. 

Physician-assisted  suicide 

The  resolution  about  "Physician- 
Assisted  Suicide"  recognizes  this  as 
one  of  the  profound  ethical  issues 
confronting  America  today.  "With 
moral  relativism  directing  a  quality 
of  life  ethic,  physician-assisted  sui- 
cide is  being  advocated  as  a  'right.' 
And  it  is  even  being  suggested  that 
the  lives  of  some  people  are  not  worth 
living,  and  accordingly  they  should 
be  encouraged,  for  the  sake  of  them- 
selves, family,  or  society,  to  end 
their  lives." 

The  resolution  goes  on  to  say  that 
the  primary  legal  issue  is  whether 
the  so-called  "right  to  die"  should  be 
considered  a  liberty  interest  pro- 
tected under  Section  1  of  the  14th 
Amendment.  Subsidiary  legal  argu- 
ments revolve  around  alleviating 
severe  pain  and  exercising  personal 
autonomy. 

"But  the  underlying  moral  issue 
is  far  more  profound,"  the  resolu- 
tion states.  "This  matter  of  life  and 
death  involves  our  relationship 
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with  one  another  on  the  human  level, 
and  the  relationship  of  each  of  us 
with  God." 

We  believe  that  life  is  a  gift  from 
God,  and  that  human  life  has  abso- 
lute— not  relative — value.  .  .  .  The 
physical  and  emotional  suffering 
that  may  precede  death  can  be  very 
grievous,  but  it  may  also  spiritually 
enrich  us,  and  afford  a  last  opportu- 
nity for  reconciliation  with  friends, 
family,  and  God.  While  we  firmly 
believe  in  mercy  and  compassion, 


that  belief  does  not  give  anyone 
license  to  play  God.  We  believe 
there  is  a  profound  moral  distinc- 
tion between  allowing  a  person  to 
die,  on  the  one  hand,  and  killing  on 
the  other  (Deut.  5:17) 

The  resolution  expresses  a  prayer 
that  the  Supreme  Court  would  nei- 
ther attempt  to  interpret  the  Con- 
stitution as  giving  a  right  to  physi- 
cian-assisted suicide  nor  leave  this 
matter  to  the  States.  "As  evangel- 
icals, we  deny  that  there  are  any 


Heeding  the  Call  of  the  Poor: 
Let  the  Church  Be  the  Church 


The  Lord  maintains  the  cause  of 
the  needy  and  executes  justice  for 
the  poor.  Psalm  140:12 

Millions  of  sick,  disabled  and  un- 
employed Americans,  immigrants, 
and  their  children  remain  depend- 
ent on  government  assistance  for 
survival.  We  have  long  maintained 
that  many  government  programs, 
while  meeting  immediate  needs, 
actually  weaken  families,  destroy 
initiative,  and  trap  people  in  pov- 
erty. The  new  welfare  reform  law 
ends  many  of  these  programs,  of- 
fering the  Church  a  significant  op- 
portunity to  continue  to  demon- 
strate that  there  is  a  better  way  to 
help  the  poor. 

As  the  Church,  with  God's  help, 
we  should  care  for  the  poor  in  ways 
which  go  far  beyond  what  govern- 
ment programs  provide.  We  should 
offer  a  community  of  love  and  sup- 
port which  respects  the  dignity  and 
accountability  of  each  individual. 
We  should  give  families  the  sup- 
port and  encouragement  they  need 
to  stay  together.  We  should  pro- 
mote both  the  individual  responsi- 
bility and  community  care  which 
are  vital  to  the  restoration  of  the 
broken  human  spirit.  Through  min- 
istries of  evangelism,  discipleship, 
mercy  and  justice,  we  should  serve 
the  poor,  strengthen  families  and 
transform  our  communities. 

The  short-term  impact  of  reduc- 
tions in  government  programs 
of  food,  health  care,  and  income 
assistance  will  likely  be  an  in- 
crease in  hunger  and  hopelessness 
in  many  of  our  communities.  We 
challenge  the  Christian  commu- 
nity to  commit  itself  to  model  the 
sacrificial  love  of  Christ  by  in- 
creasing its  financial   giving  and 


personal  involvement  with  the  poor. 

We  call  on  every  church  congre- 
gation in  America  to  help  at  least 
one  family  or  individual  struggling 
with  long-term  unemployment  to 
obtain  productive,  stable  work. 
This  may  involve  skills  training, 
discipleship,  and  networking.  We 
call  on  every  Christian  employer  to 
hire  and  train  persons  who  have 
been  trapped  in  poverty.  And  we 
call  on  the  Christian  community  to 
commit  itself  to  renewed  efforts  to 
remove  racism,  prejudice,  and 
other  barriers  to  employment  in 
the  community  and  society.  "The 
righteous  know  the  rights  of  the 
poor,  the  wicked  have  no  such  un- 
derstanding" (Proverbs  29:7). 

We  call  on  government  to  engage 
in  creative  partnerships  with 
churches  and  parachurch  ministries 
which  have  proven  ability  to  lift 
people  out  of  poverty.  We  are  en- 
couraged by  the  "Charitable  Choice" 
provision  of  the  welfare  reform  leg- 
islation, something  we  have  long 
promoted.  It  correctly  provides  that 
faith-based  programs  which  provide 
drug  and  alcohol  treatment,  job 
search,  and  similar  services  will  be 
able  to  compete  for  government 
funding  on  an  equal  footing  with 
programs  which  propose  secular 
approaches. 

We  recognize  that  we  are  account- 
able to  God  for  how  we  respond  to 
the  poor.  "If  you  close  your  ear  to 
the  cry  of  the  poor,  you  will  cry  out 
and  not  be  heard"  (Prov.  21:13).  We 
claim  the  promise  of  Psalm  41:1: 
"Happy  are  those  who  consider  the 
poor;  the  Lord  delivers  them  in  the 
day  of  trouble."  We  have  heard  the 
cry  of  the  poor.  We  pledge  to  respond 
generously,  creatively  and  justly,  [ft] 


circumstances  which  justify  eutha- 
nasia, with  or  without  consent. 
Therefore,  the  National  Association 
of  Evangelicals  (NAE)  expresses  its 
firm  opposition  to  State  legislation 
which  would  legalize  physician- 
assisted  suicide.  And  NAE  will  sup- 
port federal  legislation  to  ensure  that 
federal  tax  dollars  will  never  be  used 
to  pay  for  or  promote  physician- 
assisted  suicide." 

The  resolution  is  not  insensitive 
to  the  severe  pain  that  people  with 
a  terminal  illness  may  suffer,  and 
it  recognizes  the  need  to  alleviate 
that  pain.  It  notes  that  medical  ex- 
perts say  that  99  percent  of  such 
pain  can  be  adequately  managed, 
yet  25  percent  of  those  with  pain  do 
not  benefit  from  treatment  that 
would  alleviate  the  pain.  "We  ap- 
peal to  the  medical  profession  to  do 
all  in  its  power  to  close  the  gap  be- 
tween the  knowledge  of  how  to  cope 
with  pain  therapeutically  and  the 
application  of  that  knowledge  to 
anyone  needlessly  suffering  pain." 

The  resolution  concludes,  "While 
for  the  Christian  to  die  is  gain,  it  is 
wrong  to  intrude  upon  God's  pre- 
rogative by  advancing  that  day. 
Rather,  we  look  to  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  to  sustain  us." 

Partial-birth  abortion 

Currently,  one  of  the  most  publi- 
cized moral  issues  is  partial-birth 
abortion.  It  is  not  surprising,  there- 
fore, that  NAE  also  passed  a  resolu- 
tion on  this  issue. 

Calling  partial-birth  abortion  "a 
great  moral  wrong"  that  is  "more 
akin  to  infanticide  than  abortion" 
and  a  "horrific  'medical  procedure' 
that  takes  the  life  of  a  child  in  a 
way  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most 
barbarous  ages,"  this  resolution  ap- 
peals to  Congress  to  "enact  legisla- 
tion once  more  to  combat  what  any 
civilized  people,  familiar  with  the 
grisly  details  of  partial-birth  abor- 
tion, should  only  consider  morally 
wrong.  Moreover,  if  the  President 
again  ignores  the  will  of  the  people 
and  persists  in  vetoing  this  legisla- 
tion a  second  time,  we  call  on  every 
member  of  Congress  to  override  that 
wrongful  veto." 

We  appeal  to  President  Clinton  to 
support  a  ban  on  partial-birth  abor- 
tion, not  only  in  the  third  trimester, 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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The  following  article  is  the 
first  in  a  series  devoted  to  un- 
derstanding God's  call  for  a  life 
of  stewardship. 

WHAT  COMES  to  your  mind 
when  you  hear  the  word 
stewardship?  Certainly  it  is  not  a 
new  term  to  most  of  us.  In  fact,  if 
you  have  been  a  follower  of  Christ 
most  of  your  life,  you've  probably 
had  regular  exposure  to  the  impor- 
tance of  Christian  stewardship  and 
perhaps  even  undergone  an  occa- 
sional reorientation  in  your  attitude 
toward  it.  During  the  course  of  our 
walk  with  Christ,  most  of  us  who 
are  longtime  believers  have  found 
our  attitudes  toward  stewardship 
fluctuating,  reflecting  the  dynam- 
ics of  our  journey  through  life,  in- 
cluding our  relationship  with  the 
church  and  ultimately  with  Jesus. 

While  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
that  our  actions  or  level  of  partici- 
pation in  stewardship  may  vary 
over  time,  how  would  you  gauge 
your  attitude  toward  stewardship 
over  the  expanse  of  your  Christian 
life?  Would  you  say  that  it,  too,  has 
wavered?  Or  could  you  say  that  you 
have  consistently  advocated  stew- 
ardship to  others,  even  though  your 
own  level  of  participation  has  had 
its  peaks  and  valleys? 

As  many  devoted  followers  of  Christ 
can  attest,  Christian  stewardship 
is  not  a  discipline  that  can  be  taken 
lightly.  It  requires  diligence  and  a 
keen  awareness  of  what  is  expected 
of  those  who  have  truly  accepted 
Jesus  into  their  hearts.  It  is  unfor- 
tunate that  some  who  profess  to  be 
followers  of  Christ  are  unwilling  to 


NAE  speaks  out 

(continued  from  page  5) 
but  at  any  time,  especially  be- 
cause the  recent  revelations  of 
Ron  Fitzsimmons,  Executive 
Director  of  the  National  Coali- 
tion of  Abortion  Providers, 
plainly  demonstrate  that  the 
President  was  intentionally  mis- 
led before  his  veto  last  year." 

The  resolution  concludes,  "It  is 
time  for  all  who  love  life  to  join 
together  as  fellow  Americans  and 
heal  this  national  wound,  lest 
this  moral  disgrace  continue 
unabated."  [ft] 


commit  to  the  inherent  responsibil- 
ities of  stewardship.  As  we  will  dis- 
cuss later,  Christian  living  and 
stewardship  cannot  be  separated. 

Stewardship  and  the  new  Christian 

Many  newer  believers  may  not 
have  yet  gained  a  firm  under- 
standing of  how  stewardship  actu- 
ally applies  to  their  everyday  Chris- 
tian lives.  This  is  certainly  under- 
standable when  we  consider  the 
impact  with  which  Christ  enters 
our  lives.  When  we  earnestly  open 
our  hearts  to  Jesus,  His  presence  is 
so  overwhelming  yet  so  personal 
that  it  tends  to  place  us  in  a  state 
of  joyful,  semi-oblivious  awe.  Some- 
times we  want  to  absorb  so  much  of 
our  newly  acquired  relationship 
with  Jesus  that  the  thought  of 
stewardship  doesn't  immediately 
enter  our  minds. 

While  it  has  been  said  that  "later 
is  better  than  never,"  it  should  be 
obvious  that  the  best  time  for  new 
Christians  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  principles  and  obligations 
of  stewardship  is  at  the  very  begin- 
ning of  their  Christian  walk.  The 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  stands  to 
benefit  the  most  when  all  Christians 
practice  true  stewardship  from  the 
earliest  stages  of  their  lives  in 
Christ  to  their  final  days  on  earth. 
But  an  attitude  of  stewardship  does 
not  come  naturally  to  many  new 


believers;  it  must  be  taught.  It  must 
be  nurtured  and  cultivated  in  order 
to  flourish  into  active  service. 

Clearly  then,  our  reactions  to  the 
call  for  active  stewardship  will  be 
as  varied  as  our  individual  life  ex- 
periences. Some  will  respond  by 
placing  more  money  into  Sunday's 
collection  plate;  others  may  feel  com- 
pelled to  participate  on  a  church 
committee.  Some  may  choose  to  do- 
nate their  time  to  the  youth  group; 
others  may  respond  by  helping  to 
fund  a  vital  ministry.  Sadly,  many 
Christians  will  feel  perfectly  com- 
fortable leaving  the  work  of  stew- 
ardship to  others.  In  some  churches, 
the  "others"  are  the  minority. 

Stewardship  has  been  defined  as 
"everything  we  do  after  we  say  we 
believe."  While  this  may  be  true,  it 
may  not  be  very  helpful  in  under- 
standing the  essence  of  Christian 
stewardship.  Moreover,  on  this  very 
point  we  must  all  agree:  the  seed  of 
stewardship  does  not  allow  us  as 
Christians  the  option  of  deciding 
whether  or  not  we  want  to  be  Chris- 
tian stewards,  for  the  words  stew- 
ardship and  Christianity  are  syn- 
onymous. 

When  we  accept  Christ  as  our 
Savior,  we  must  also  joyfully  accept 
all  that  He  has  commissioned  and 
all  that  He  has  commanded.  Jesus 
declared  the  nature  of  our  steward- 
ship when  He  said,  Go  and  make 
disciples  of  all  nations  .  .  .  teaching 
them  to  obey  .  .  ."(Matt.  28:19,  20); 
Love  your  neighbor  as  yourself 
(Matt.  22:39).  Every  one  of  us  has 
been  entrusted  with  the  responsi- 
bility to  fulfill  Christ's  God-given 
mission  in  our  lifetime. 

Our  stewardship  vividly  demon- 
strates our  love  for  the  Lord  by  set- 
ting our  Christianity  into  motion.  In 
Romans  12:6-8  Paul  tells  us  that 
our  ability  to  give  to  others  is  a  gift 
from  God.  It  is  by  using  this  gift 
that  each  moment  of  our  lives 
becomes  a  brilliant  possibility  for 
stewardship.  [ft] 

In  the  articles  to  follow,  we  will  con- 
sider the  biblical  basis  for  stewardship 
and  provide  insight  on  how  every  Chris- 
tian can  participate  in  the  totality  of 
stewardship. 

Mr.  Frado  is  Manager  of  Stewardship 
and  Planned  Giving  for  The  Brethren 
Church. 
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Dear  Ladies, 


Soon  it  will  be  time  for  the 
Brethren's  Annual  Conference; 
this  year  it  will  be  held  in  South 
Bend,  Indiana.  Make  sure  you 
watch  The  Brethren  Evangelist  for 
details  of  the  W.M.S.  luncheon. 
The  deadline  for  tickets  may  be 
different  than  in  the  past,  since  we 
are  in  a  new  place. 

Psalm  100  is  a  Psalm  for  giving 
thanks.  We  all  have  so  much  to  be 
thankful  for  and  this  Psalm  says 
so  much.  Sometimes  we  think  only 
of  thankfulness  at  Thanksgiving 
time.  In  March,  we  celebrated  Eas- 
ter, and  what  a  time  of  thankful- 
ness that  is  for  the  Christian!  Christ 
died,  but  rose  from  the  dead!  Hal- 
lelujah!! As  Christians,  we  look 
forward  to  eternity  with  Christ. 
Psalm  100:4  says,  ".  .  .  give  thanks 
to  Him  and  praise  His  name."  Are 
you  daily  giving  "thanks"  to  God? 
Try  it;  you  will  have  a  heart  burst- 
ing with  joy. 

Since  I  have  the  devotions  in  our 
Newsletter,  this  letter  will  be  short 
(but  sweet)  for  this  month.  Be  sure 
to  make  plans  to  attend  Confer- 
ence in  South  Bend  August  4-8, 
1997. 

God  Bless  You. 


PRAYER 

A  devotional  talk  given  by 

Shirley  Black 

at  Meal  and  More,  Ashland  University 

March  5,  1997 


Shirley  Black 


Today  I  would  like  to  talk  about 
prayer.  I  could  not  have  gotten 
through  the  last  8V2  months  if  it 
were  not  for  prayer.  As  most  of  you 
know,  I  have  been  battling  breast 
cancer.  I've  had  chemo  treatments, 
surgery,  and  radiation  (with  some 
severe  burning).  I  will  be  starting 
another  series  of  chemo  treatments 
at  the  end  of  March.  I  have  lost  my 
hair,  but  it's  coming  back.  As  soon 
as  chemo  begins,  I  will  again  lose 
my  hair!! 

I  know  this  all  sounds  rather 
grim,  but  I  do  not  mean  it  to  sound 
that  way.  The  Lord  is  taking  me  on 
a  journey,  and  I  am  excited  to  see 
where  that  will  take  me.  I  have 
had  so  many  people  praying  for  me 
that  it  has  given  me  such  a  posi- 
tive attitude.  The  prayer  support 
of  family  and  friends  has  been  just 
tremendous. 

An  article  in  the  Reader's  Digest 
tells  of  a  Resident  Intern  who  was 
caring  for  a  man  with  cancer  in 
both  lungs.  The  doctor  explained 
what  the  patient's  options  were: 
treatment  or  just  letting  the  can- 
cer take  its  course.  The  man  chose 
not  to  have  any  treatment  and,  of 
course,  the  intern  thought  this  was 
best.  The  man  with  cancer  was  a 
Christian  and,  as  the  intern  looked 
into  his  room  daily,  he  saw  family 
and  friends  singing  hymns  and 
praying  with  this  man. 

The  doctor  transferred  to  an- 
other hospital,  and  one  year  later 
he  was  asked  if  he  would  see  a  for- 
mer patient.  It  was  the  man  who 
had  cancer  and  was  not  expected 


to  live!  X-rays  showed  that  the 
cancer  was  gone  and  the  man  was 
doing  well.  This  caused  the  doctor 
to  do  some  thinking  about  healing 
due  to  prayer.  As  the  article  ended, 
the  doctor  was  encouraging  prayer 
for  healing,  and  he  returned  to  the 
Christian  faith  which  he  had  as  a 
young  person.  Prayer  does  work! 

I  read  in  a  devotional  booklet  of 
the  5  Ps  in  Prayer: 

Prepare 

Picture 

Ponder 

Pray 

Promise 

PREPARE.  We  need  to  prepare 
by  thinking  on  God. 

He's  the  only  God, 

He's  powerful, 

He's  everywhere, 

He's  beyond  measurement,  and 

He  knows  us  better  than  we 
know  ourselves. 

PICTURE.  We  need  to  picture 
how  we  meet  Him.  With  the  for- 
mality of  a  stranger?  With  the  un- 
friendliness of  fear?  With  the 
naturalness  of  parent  and  child? 
Have  you  ever  listened  as  someone 
prays  as  though  she  were  sitting 
next  to  God  and  just  carrying  on  a 
conversation  with  Him?  We  need 
to  be  natural  and  comfortable  as 
we  talk  with  God.  It's  not  neces- 
sary for  the  Thee's  and  Thou's. 

PONDER.  What  is  the  purpose 
of  this  prayer?  Confession?  Recon- 
(continued  on  page  2) 


PRAYER  (continued) 

ciliation?  Forgiveness?  Thanksgiv- 
ing? For  others?  For  self?  There 
are  different  ways  of  approaching 
God  with  our  prayers.  There  will 
be  times  when  we  will  really  ago- 
nize over  a  prayer  and  other  times 
when  we  will  be  full  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving. 

PRAY.  We  need  to  open  up  and 
speak  to  God!  But  we  also  need  to 
LISTEN!  In  I  Samuel  3:9  we  read 
"Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  servant 
heareth."  Sometime  our  prayers 
sound  like  we  are  saying,  "Listen, 
Lord,  for  thy  servant  speaketh." 
When  we  are  praying,  we  need  not 
do  all  the  talking.  Prayer  is  often 
spoken  of  as  "talking  with  God." 
But  we  also  need  to  take  time  to 
LISTEN  as  God  speaks  to  us.  God 
gave  us  two  ears  and  one  mouth. 
That  could  indicate  He  wants  us  to 
listen  twice  as  much  as  we  talk! 

Did  you  ever  have  someone  come 
to  you  for  advice,  then  spend  all 
the  time  talking  and  telling  you 
what  he/she  intends  to  do?  Some- 
times we  do  this  with  God.  We  do 
all  of  the  talking  and  don't  listen 
for  Him  to  speak  to  us.  Many  peo- 
ple think  that  prayers  for  them- 
selves are  less  worthy  than 
prayers  for  others.  Why  should  you 
not  pray  for  yourself?  Who  knows 
better  what  I  need  to  talk  to  God 
about?  It  is  to  God  that  "all  hearts 
are  open"  and  from  God  that  "no 
secrets  are  hid."  "Ask,  and  it  shall 
be  given  you;  seek,  and  ye  shall 
find;  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened 
unto  you"  (Matthew  7:7). 

PROMISE.  We  need  to  put  our 
prayers  into  action! 

Have  you  ever  said  to  someone, 
"I'll  be  praying  for  you?"  Did  you 
pray?  You  want  to  make  sure 
when  you  tell  someone  that  you 
will  pray  for  them  that  you  indeed 
do  just  that.  You  don't  have  to  be 
in  a  church  or  down  on  your  knees 
to  pray.  You  can  pray  anytime  and 
anywhere.  It  may  only  be  a  few 
words;  other  times  we  can  pray  at 
length.  The  Lord  gave  us  the 
model  prayer  in  Matthew  6:5-13. 

We  need  to  lift  our  hearts  to  God, 
to  honor  His  name,  not  degrade  it 
in  a  curse;  desire  His  will  on  earth, 
and  ask  His  forgiveness;  seek 
strength  for  spiritual  victory;  and 


recognize  His  authority,  power, 
and  glory. 

God  wants  us  to  make  our  needs 
known,  and  He  delights  in  bestow- 
ing good  things  upon  His  own.  Jesus 
said,  "If  you,  then,  being  evil,  know 
how  to  give  good  gifts  to  your  chil- 
dren, how  much  more  will  your 
Father  who  is  in  heaven  give 
good  things  to  those  who  ask  Him" 
(Matthew  7:11). 

But  asking  should  not  be  the  ex- 
tent of  our  praying.  The  Lord  de- 
lights to  have  our  adoration  and 
communion,  but  He  wants  to  hear 
our  confession  of  sin  as  well  as  our 
requests. 

The  words  to  one  of  my  favorite 
hymns  are  these: 
Teach  me  to  pray,  Lord;  teach  me 

to  pray; 
This  is  my  heart-cry,  day  unto 

day; 
I  long  to  know  Thy  will  and  Thy 

way; 
Teach  me  to  pray,  Lord,  teach 
me  to  pray. 
I  trust  I  have  given  each  of  you 
something  to  think   about.   Try 
prayer — it  works. 
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district  Doings 

In  December,  Donna  Stoffer, 
president  of  the  ASHLAND  GAR- 
BER  KOINONIA  society  chal- 
lenged each  lady  to  take  a  gift  of 
something  warm  from  the  oven — 
bread,  cookies,  rolls,  muffins,  etc. 
— to  a  neighbor.  In  January,  the 
women  shared  their  experiences. 


Members  of  the  PARK  STREET 
JOY  CIRCLE  took  three  dozen 
cookies  and  the  recipe  to  their 
December  meeting.  Each  lady 
fixed  a  plate  with  assorted  cookies 
and  volunteered  to  take  her  plate 
to  a  shut-in  church  member.  Re- 
ports of  visits  were  given  in  Janu- 
ary. The  recipes  were  assembled 
and  copied  for  all  the  members.  This 
was  a  good  recipe  exchange,  but 
even  better  was  the  opportunity  to 
give  to  and  visit  with  others. 

The  MILLEDGEVILLE  BRETH- 
REN BEACONS  talked  about 
candy  canes.  Did  you  know  that, 
upside  down,  the  cane  is  the  letter 
"J"  for  Jesus?  A  basket  was  filled 
with  candy  canes  and  each  cane 
had  a  name.  The  members  took  a 
cane  and  did  something  for  the 
person  whose  name  was  on  the 
cane. 

The  HUNTINGTON  ladies  made 
favors  for  the  annual  sweetheart 
breakfast,  collected  personal  arti- 
cles for  Love,  Inc.,  and  contributed 
baby  articles  for  Right  to  Life. 
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O-Cotidays  and  Our  2(esponsiSiCities 


We  are  constantly  blessed  by  the 
two  very  significant  holy  days — 
Christmas  and  Easter.  They  focus 
on  Christ,  the  baby,  and  Christ, 
our  risen  Lord.  Their  blessings  are 
everlasting  for  the  Christian. 

Now  come  the  holidays  when  the 
focus  is  on  our  family — Mother's, 
Father's,  and  children's  days.  And 
for  added  celebration,  some  fami- 
lies sprinkle  in  graduations  and 
weddings.  May  and  June  are  tradi- 
tionally family,  happy,  and  busy 
months. 

According  to  the  calendar,  Mother's 
Day  is  first.  Granted,  not  all  of  us 
are  mothers,  but  we  are  all  daugh- 
ters and  value  the  mother  who 
loved  and  cared  for  us  by  birth  or 
by  adoption. 

One  of  my  pretty  refrigerator 
magnets  came  from  the  NE  Ohio 
spring  rally  in  Louisville  Brethren 
Bible  Church  two  years  ago.  It  is  a 
recipe  card  bordered  in  blue-checked 
fabric  and  entitled  "Recipe  for 
Child  Raising."  Consider  these  in- 
gredients: 

1  cup  Proverbs  22:6  (training/ 

dedicate,  instruction) 

2  Tbsp.  Proverbs  19:18  (disci- 

pline) 

dash  of  Proverbs  23:13  (disci- 
pline, again) 

pinch  of  Ephesians  6:4  (Christian 
training  and  instruction) 

1  tsp.  Proverbs  3:5  (trust) 

V2  cup  Titus  2:3-7  (reverence, 
love,  self-control,  pure,  busy 
at  home,  kind,  an  example, 
integrity,  serious) 

Directions:  Mix  all  ingredients,  add 

1  pound  persistence 

1  cup  love. 

Whip  to  the  right  consistency. 

This  recipe  is  recommended  by 
the  Creator  of  mankind.  It  is  nei- 
ther a  "fast  food"  nor  a  "quick-rising" 
recipe.  It  takes  time.  Savor  the  in- 
gredients. 

Children's  Day  is  every  day,  and 
we  need  to  honor  and  appreciate 
mothers  and  dads  every  day,  too. 
For  those  who  forget,  special  days 
are  designated.  The  recipe  above  is 

May-June  1997 


good  for  children  of  all  ages;  we 
often  are  just  a  kid  at  heart! 

In  the  short  letter  to  Titus,  Paul 
listed  qualifications  for  elders  and 
men,  then  began  chapter  2:3  with 
"Likewise."  Titus  was  to  teach  the 
same  qualifications  to  women  that 
he  taught  to  men.  These  qualifica- 
tions are  listed  in  the  recipe  above 
(verses  3-7).  So,  if  a  husband  and 
wife  know  and  practice  these,  the 
family  life  is  bound  to  improve! 
When  parents  agree  on  the  proc- 
ess, the  finished  product  has  a  bet- 
ter chance  of  being  well  done.  This 
is  not  a  time  of  "too  many  cooks 
spoiling  the  broth!" 

This  spring  I  read  The  Financially 
Confident  Woman  by  Mary  Hunt, 
who  is  probably  better  known  as  the 
publisher  of  Cheapskate  Monthly. 
She  refers  to  the  model  woman  de- 
scribed in  Proverbs  31:10-31.  None 
of  us  meets  all  those  qualifications, 
but  as  Mary  said,  "She  is  a  role 
model  .  .  .  and  she  sets  an  example 
worth  emulating"  (p.  26).  I  suggest 
that  you  re-read  these  verses  in 
your  Bible,  then  select  other  ver- 
sions for  a  new  emphasis.  Mary 
used  the  Contemporary  English 
Version  from  the  American  Bible 
Society,  which  is  very  interesting. 

Furthermore,  women,  this  sec- 
tion of  Titus  instructs  us  to  teach 
the  younger  women  (including  our 
daughters).  I  want  to  emphasize, 
also,  the  need  to  be  an  example  to 
others.  We  have  no  idea  who  watches 
us — what  we  do,  how  we  react, 
what  we  say — and  so  we  have  to  be 
on  guard  always.  In  the  short  let- 
ter to  Titus,  Paul  instructs  him  to 
continue  the  work  they  (he  and 
Titus)  started  in  Crete. 

The  qualifications  for  us  haven't 
changed  since  Paul  wrote  to  Titus. 
Although  the  Cretans  were  "liars, 
evil  brutes,  and  lazy  gluttons"  (1:12), 
according  to  a  very  early  Cretan 
poet,  our  society  also  has  problems. 
And  it  is  up  to  us  women  to  effect 
a  change,  beginning  in  our  homes. 

Interspersed  with  the  family 
holidays  are  the  patriotic  days,  be- 
ginning with  Memorial  Day — May 
30,  Flag  Day — June   14,  and  con- 


cluding with  Independence  Day — 
July  4.  These  are  days  in  which  we 
proudly  recognize  the  values  of  our 
country  and  honor  them.  Be 
thankful  for  our  American  heri- 
tage and  values.  Teach  them  and 
practice  them. 

Women  and  moms,  we  have  a 
great  responsibility  in  celebrating 
holidays.  Don't  neglect  it.  And  above 
all,  pray  for  each  other  and  do  it 
all  in  love. 


Plan  to  attend  the 

1997 

GENERAL 

CONFERENCE 

OF 

THE  BRETHREN 

CHURCH 

August  4-8 

South  Bend,  Indiana 

The  Women's  Missionary 
Society  meetings  are  Tuesday 
and  Thursday.  The  luncheon 
is  Wednesday,  August  6,  at 
12:30  p.m. 

Special  features  of  WMS  are 
the  Project  offering  and  the 
Thank  offering. 

Don't  miss  this  time  of  wor- 
ship, learning,  fellowship,  and 
business  with  other  WMS 
ladies. 


(Missionary 
^jMiscdlany 

This  summer  we  will  be  doubly 
blessed  because  two  missionary 
couples  will  be  on  furlough  and 
will  attend  General  Conference. 
Prasanth  and  Nirmala  Kumar  will 
be  in  the  States  from  July  through 
September.  Todd  and  Tracy  Rug- 
gles  will  arrive  near  the  end  of 
May  and  remain  until  the  end  of 
August. 

The  Kumars  had  asked  for  God's 
guidance  in  selecting  a  wife  for 
their  son,  Sudhir,  as  is  the  Indian 
custom.  The  Lord  answered  and  a 
marriage  has  been  arranged  for 
Sudhir  to  a  Christian  young  lady 
who  is  willing  to  help  him  in  min- 
istry. We  are  unaware  of  a  date, 
but  keep  them  in  your  prayers. 

We  had  earnestly  prayed  that 
Sudhir  could  come  to  the  states 
and  enroll  in  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  as  his  father  had  done 
several  years  ago.  This  door  was 
never  opened.  Instead,  Sudhir  en- 
rolled in  an  Indian  seminary  and 
now  has  completed  his  first  year. 
He  begins  his  full-time  ministry  in 
May  and  will  complete  his  Master 
of  Divinity  program  by  extension 
in  1998. 

Prasanth  and  Nirmala  Kumar 
are  the  May  missionaries-of-the- 
month.  Pray  for  their  safety  and 
protection  while  they  are  on  fur- 
lough. Pray,  too,  for  the  national 
workers  who  will  continue  the 
work  in  India  while  the  Kumars 
are  in  the  U.S. 

In  their  Christmas  letter,  Tracy 
Ruggles  wrote  that  Todd's  parents 
and  sister  celebrated  Christmas 
with  them  in  Mexico  City.  Fifty- 
two  people  (several  were  not  Chris- 
tians) jammed  into  the  Ruggles' 
efficiency  apartment  for  the  Christ- 
mas service  of  Scriptures,  hymns, 
and  the  gospel  message.  Carrie, 
Todd's  sister,  played  "Away  in  the 
Manger"  on  her  flute  and  everyone 
sang  with  her.  Several  are  study- 
ing English,  so  they  alternated 
singing  verses  in  Spanish  and 
English. 

After  the  service,  they  enjoyed  a 
fellowship  meal  and  broke  several 


piiiatas  and  Todd's  mother  broke 
one!  The  Spanish  brothers  and  sis- 
ters enjoyed  the  Americans'  partici- 
pation in  their  Spanish  celebration. 

The  June  missionary-of-the-month 
family  is  Daniel  and  Kathy  Resales 
and  their  four  children.  Daniel  is 
the  pastor  of  Iglesia  de  los  Herma- 
nos,  the  Hispanic  Church  in  Sara- 
sota, Florida. 

David  and  Jenny  Loi  and  their 
children,  Stephen  and  Rebecca,  are 
the  July  missionary  family. 
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TkZkror's  Bidwg 

Dear  Friend, 

One  of  the  religious  activities  at 
Ashland  University  is  Meal  and 
More,  sponsored  bi-weekly  by  the 
Religious  Life  office.  During  the 
lunch  hour,  a  worship  service  of 
approximately  30  minutes  (hymn, 
scripture,  prayer,  special  music, 
and  a  meditation)  is  followed  by 
lunch,  catered  by  Food  Services. 
This  service  is  planned  and  at- 
tended by  faculty,  staff,  and  stu- 
dents. When  Shirley  Black  spoke 
in  March,  her  talk  was  meaningful 
and  appreciated  by  everyone.  Shir- 
ley is  well  loved  on  campus. 

We  are  glad  to  receive  corrected 
information  for  the  W.M.S.  direc- 
tory (January-February  Newslet- 
ter). Please  update  the  Northern 
California  information.  Delete  the 
district  information  and  change 
the  Stockton  information  to  this: 
Delores  Soderfelt,  518  Arc  Ave., 
Stockton,  CA  95210,  209-477-0888. 

Christmas  is  a  long  time  away, 
but  keep  the  ideas  from  District 
Doings  in  mind  for  November  and 
December. 


Thursday,  May  1,  is  the  National 
Day  of  Prayer.  Community  obser- 
vances begin  Wednesday  night  and 
continue  through  Thursday.  Con- 
sidering the  time  zones,  this  is  a 
non-stop  day  of  prayer!  The  theme 
is  "In  God  We  Trust,"  affirming 
that  we  trust  neither  in  material- 
ism nor  warfare.  Those  things  will 
pass  away;  God  will  never  leave  us 
nor  forsake  us!  You  may  receive 
this  reminder  after  May  1.  Never 
mind,  keep  this  theme  uppermost 
in  your  mind  daily  and  pray. 

The  W.M.S.  executive  board  will 
meet  in  Ashland  Saturday,  May 
10,  for  finalizing  the  W.M.S.  confer- 
ence plans.  We  ask  for  your  prayers 
for  traveling  safety,  wisdom,  and 
guidance  in  making  decisions. 

In  June  it  is  time  to  sharpen 
your  pencils,  complete  the  statisti- 
cal report,  and  send  it  to  Nancy 
Hunn,  555  W.  Market  St.,  Nap- 
panee,  IN  46550  by  June  30. 
Please  include  the 
names,  addresses, 
and  phone  numbers 
of  your  officers  for 
next  year. 

While  you  are 
writing,  send  a 
report  of  your 
activities  to 
your  district 
president  by 
July  1.  All  of 
us  appreciate 
your  prompt- 
ness in  filing 
these  reports. 

Several  recent  occurrences  make 
me  realize  the  need  for  this  News- 
letter to  be  a  tool  for  encouragement. 
Frequently  I  have  emphasized  the 
need  of  prayer  and  the  wonderful 
blessings  we  receive. 

Now  I  want  to  emphasize  again 
the  need  to  be  an  example  to  others. 
Take  seriously  the  verses  in  Titus 
2.  'Teach  the  younger  women"  cer- 
tainly links  with  our  commitment 
10,  'Tie  a  model  of  Christian  love 
...  to  your  neighbors  and  their 
families." 

Your  friend, 


Joan 

Women's  Outlook  Newsletter 


Summer  Ministries  Program 


Introducing: 


The  1997  Brethren  Church 
Summer  Ministries  Participants 


At  least  thirty-seven  young  people  and  adults 
will  be  involved  in  various  kinds  of  Christian 
service  this  summer  in  The  Brethren  Church 
Summer  Ministries  Program. 

Four  District  Crusader  teams  will  assist  with 
vacation  Bible  schools  and  camp  programs  in 
three  districts.  Two  teams  will  serve  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania District,  and  one  each  in  the  Ohio  and 
Southeastern  Districts. 

Six  young  adults  will  serve  as  Ministry  Interns 


during  the  summer.  Three  will  serve  as  camp 
interns,  one  as  a  pastoral  intern,  and  two  as  a 
team  in  the  Florida  District. 

Three  teams  will  serve  in  short-term  mission 
situations.  Two  of  these  teams  will  travel  to 
Juarez,  Mexico,  and  the  third  will  go  to  a  Native 
American  reservation  in  South  Dakota. 

Read  on  for  a  brief  introduction  to  each  person 
who  will  be  serving  this  summer  and  a  few  words 
about  how  each  will  minister. 


District  Crusaders 


Ohio  District 

Angie   Cummins,    a   2nd-year 
district  crusader  from  the  Gretna 
Brethren 
Church,  will  cap- 
tain   the    Ohio 
District       Cru- 
sader        team. 
Serving  with  her 
will     be     Mari- 
anne Hoyt  and 
Emily      Cook- 
sey,    both    1st- 
year  district  cru- 
saders and  both     An8ie  Cummins 
from   the   Ashland  Park   Street 
Brethren  Church.  The  team  will 


Marianne  Hoyt  Emily  Cooksey 

participate  in  vacation  Bible 
schools  (VBS)  at  the  Canton  Trinity 
and  Fremont  Brethren  Churches. 

Pennsylvania  District 

Team  A:  Jill  Philip,  a  2nd-year 
district  crusader  from  the  Berlin 
Brethren  Church,  will  captain 
Pennsylvania   District  Team   A. 
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Serving  with  her 
will  be  lst-year 
crusaders  Holly 
Brocious  from 
Saxonburg  and 
Melanie  Johns 
from  the  Brush 
Valley  Brethren 
Church.  Team  A 
will  work  with 
VBS  programs 
at  the  Vinco, 
Cameron,  and 
Brethren  Churches. 


Jill  Philip 
Wayne   Heights 


Holly  Brocious  Melanie  Johns 


Team  B:  Dave 
Schrecengost,  a 

lst-year  district 
crusader  from 
the  Pleasant 
View  Brethren 
Church,  will  cap- 
tain Pennsylva- 
nia District  Team 
B.  Serving  with 
him  will  be  Kim- 
berly  Custer,  a 


Dave  Schrecengost 


2nd-year  district  crusader  from  the 
Berlin  Brethren  Church,  and  Carrie 
Lingenfelter,  a  lst-year  district 
crusader  from  the  Brush  Valley 


Kimberly  Custer     Carrie  Lingenfelter 

Brethren  Church.  They  will  help 
with  VBS  at  the  Johnstown  Third 
and  Berlin  Brethren  Churches  and 
also  participate  in  the  Pennsylva- 
nia District  Junior  Camp. 

Southeastern  District 

A  team  of  four  young  ladies  from 
the  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.,  First  Breth- 
ren Church  will  serve  as  the  South- 
eastern District  Crusaders.  Missy 


Missy  Allen 


Kelly  Fox 


Summer  Ministries  Program 


Allen,  a  3rd-year  district  crusader, 
will  captain  the  team.  Serving  with 
her  will  be  sisters  Kelly  and  Kim- 
berly  Fox,  both  of  whom  are  2nd- 
year  district  crusaders,  and  also 
April  Watkins,  a  lst-year  district 
crusader.  This  team  will  serve  at 
the  Southeastern  District  Junior 
Camp  and  help  with  vacation  Bible 
schools  at  Gateway  Brethren  Fel- 
lowship and  the  St.  James  Breth- 
ren Church. 


Kimberly  Fox 


April  Watkins 


Young  Adult  Ministry  Interns 


Pastoral  Intern 

Benjamin  Zylka,  a  member  of  the 
Valley  Brethren  Church  of  Jones 
Mills,  Pa.,  is  a  sophomore  at  Indi- 
ana University 
of  Pennsylvania. 
He  will  serve  as 
a  pastoral  intern 
at  the  Gretna 
Brethren 
Church  in  Belle- 
fontaine,  Ohio, 
under  the  direc- 
tion of  Pastor 
Lynn  Mercer. 
His  responsibili- 


Benjamin  Zylka 


ties  will  include  teaching  a  youth 
Sunday  school  class,  helping  with 
VBS,  preaching,  visitation,  and 
caring  for  other  church-related 
tasks.  Benji  is  a  lst-year  intern. 

Camp  Interns 

April  Crum  from  the  Burling- 
ton, Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church 
and  Aaron  Hollewell  from  the 


April  Crum  Aaron  Hollewell 

Lanark,  111.,  First  Brethren  Church 
will  serve  as  camping  interns  at  the 
Brethren  Retreat  Center  in  Ship- 
shewana,  Ind.  April,  a  sophomore 
at  Indiana  Wesleyan  University,  is 
serving  her  first  summer  in  the 
program;   Aaron,   a  freshman  at 

8 


Ashland  University,  is  serving  his 
second  summer  at  the  Brethren 
Retreat  Center.  They  will  be  under 
the  supervision  of  camp  director 
Rick  Miller  and  will  be  responsible 
for  various  aspects  of  the  camping 
program. 

Brandee  Carson,  a  lst-year  in- 
tern from  Mt.  Zion  Fellowship  of 
the  Brethren  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is 
a  freshman  at 
Ashland  Univer- 
sity. Brandee 
will  serve  as  a 
camp  counselor 
at  an  inner  city 
camp  in  Cleve- 
land this  sum- 
mer, working 
with  children 
ages  8-12.  She 
will   also   assist 


Brandee  Carson 


with  the  Saturday  summer  pro- 
gram at  Mt.  Zion  Fellowship  of  the 
Brethren. 

STAKE  Team 

First-time  interns  Rachel  Pen- 
nington and  Heather  Fuller  will 
make  up  the  STAKE  Team.  They 
will  serve  in  the  Florida  District, 
where  they  will  assist  with  the 
STAKE  church-planting  program 
and   also   work  with   the   other 


Heather  Fuller       Rachel  Pennington 


Your  role  in  the 
Summer  Ministries  Program 

The  Summer  Ministries  Pro- 
gram plays  an  important  role  in 
The  Brethren  Church  as  a  train- 
ing ground  for  Christian  service. 
Many  of  our  current  pastors  and 
other  full-time  Christian  workers 
gained  early  ministry  experience 
through  this  program. 

And  you  can  play  an  important 
role  in  the  success  of  the  Summer 
Ministries  program.  Here  are 
three  ways  you  can  be  a  vital  part 
of  this  important  program. 

•  By  your  prayers.  Pray  for  the 
safety  and  well-being  of  the  team 
members  as  they  serve.  Pray 
that  they  will  minister  effec- 
tively and  that  they  will  both 
bless  and  be  blessed  by  this  expe- 
rience. 

•  By  giving  encouragement.  If 
someone  from  your  church  is 
serving  in  this  program,  give 
that  person  some  words  of  en- 
couragement. Or  if  one  of  these 
teams  serves  at  your  church,  tell 
the  team  members  that  you  ap- 
preciate their  ministry  and  that 
you  are  praying  for  them.  You 
can  also  encourage  youth  in  your 
local  church  or  district  to  apply 
for  future  Summer  Ministry  Pro- 
grams. 

•  By  your  gifts.  The  Summer  Min- 
istries Program  is  expensive. 
During  the  month  of  May  a  spe- 
cial offering  is  taken  to  help  meet 
these  expenses.  By  giving  to  this 
offering,  you  have  the  privilege  of 
knowing  that  you  are  sharing  di- 
rectly in  this  important  ministry. 
You  may  give  your  gift  through 
your  local  church,  or  by  sending 
it  directly  to: 

Summer  Ministries 

The  Brethren  Church 

524  College  Avenue 

Ashland,  OH  44805 


churches  of  the  district.  Rachel, 
who  served  two  summers  as  a  dis- 
trict crusader  and  team  captain  in 
the  Southeastern  District,  will  cap- 
tain the  team.  She  is  from  the  Oak 
Hill,  W.  Va.,  Brethren  Church  and 
will  graduate  from  high  school  this 
spring.  Heather,  is  from  the  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church  and  was  a  freshman  at  the 
University  of  Evansville  this  year. 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Summer  Ministries  Program 


Short-Term  Mission  Teams 


Juarez,  Mexico,  Level  1 

Ed  Strickland  from  the  Garber 
Brethren  Church  in  Ashland  and 
Jan  Sullivan  from  the  Milledge- 

T 


Ed  Strickland 


Jan  Sullivan 


ville,  111.,  Brethren  Church  will 
serve  as  leaders  for  this  mission 
team.  Serving  with  them  will  be 
Lindsay  Gravatt  from  Mt.  Olive 
Brethren  Church  (McGaheysville, 
Va.);  Kara  Price  from  Milford,  Ind., 
First  Brethren;  Jaclyn  Charette 


Kara  Price  Lindsay  Gravatt 

from  the  Jefferson  Brethren 
Church  (Goshen,  Ind.);  and  Crystal 
Shank,  Becky  Bingle,  and  Erin 
Schave,  all  from  the  Milledgeville, 


Jaclyn  Charette  Crystal  Shank 

111.,  Brethren  Church.  All  team 
members  are  lst-year  participants 
except  Ed,  who  served  as  a  team 
leader  in  1995.  The  team  will  train 
in  Ashland  June  12-13,  then  fly  to 
Juarez  and  serve  from  June  14  to 
21.    The   team   will    work   with 
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Erin  Schave  Becky  Bingle 

Paschall  Ministries  doing  drama, 
mime,  worship  services,  puppet  skits, 
outreach,  and  children's  ministries. 

Juarez,  Mexico,  Level  2 

This  three-member  team  to  Mex- 
ico will  also  be  headed  by  Ed  Strick- 
land of  Garber  Brethren  Church 
(photo  at  left).  Serving  with  him  will 
be  Jeff  Estep  from  Elkhart,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  and  Amber  Corbitt 
from  the  Mathias,  W.  Va.,  Brethren 
Church.  Jeff  served  on  the  Juarez 
team  last  year,  and  Amber  minis- 
tered with  the  Mexico  City  team 


Jeff  Estep  Amber  Corbitt 

last  year  and  with  a  Juarez  team  in 
1995.  This  team,  which  will  be  in 
Mexico  July  13-19,  will  teach  vaca- 
tion Bible  school,  present  puppet 
skits,  and  participate  in  commu- 
nity outreach. 

South  Dakota  Team 

An  eight-member  team  will  travel 
to  South  Dakota  and  spend  June  29 
to  July  5  serving  in  a  workcamp  on 
a  Native  American  reservation. 
Tony  and  Geneva  Price  from  The 
Brethren  Church  in  New  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  will  lead  the  team.  Jeff 
Knepper  and  Erin  Swisher  from 
the  St.  James,  Md.,  Brethren 
Church;  and  Jeanna  Osborn, 
Walter  Watson,  Betty  Jo  Gor- 
don, and  Mary  Gordon  from  The 


Brethren  Church  in  New  Lebanon 
will  serve  as  team  members.  Their 
main  responsibility  will  be  making 
home  repairs  for  the  Native  Ameri- 
can residents  on  the  reservation. 


Jeff  Knepper  Erin  Swisher 


Mary  Gordon  Betty  Jo  Gordon 

Southeast 
Christian  Fellowship  Team 

Plans  to  send  a  team  to  the 
Southeast  Christain  Fellowship 
Brethren  Church  in  Washington, 
D.C.  are  still  tentative.  [ft] 
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Ca  good-news  report  j 

Mount  Olive  Brethren  dedicate 
new  420-seat  worship  facility 


Mt.  Olive's  new  worship  facility  at  right,  with  older  building  at  left. 


Pineville,  Va.  —  A  crowd  of  320 
members  and  friends  of  the  Mount 
Olive  Brethren  Church  in  Pineville 
gathered  on  Sunday,  April  6,  to 
dedicate  the  church's  new  worship 
facility. 

Rev.  Ronald  W.  Waters,  pastor  of 
the  congregation  from  1985  to  1989, 
presented  the  message  for  the  dedi- 
cation service.  Former  pastor  (1967- 
76)  Rev.  Marlin  McCann  presented 
special  music,  and  prayers  were  of- 
fered by  Rev.  Fells  Lam  and  Rev. 
Keith  Hensley,  both  of  whom  were 
raised  in  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren 
Church  and  went  on  to  serve  as  pas- 
tors in  The  Brethren  Church. 

Special  music  for  the  service  was 
also  presented  by  the  Senior  Choir 
and  the  Praise  Team.  Moderator 
Doug  Gravatt  expressed  the  church's 
gratitude  to  those  who  contributed 
to  the  planning,  construction,  and 
financing  of  the  new  facility.  A 
framed  picture  was  presented  to 
Everette  Rodgers,  Gary  Crummett, 
Richard  Connellee,  Reggie  Smith, 
and  David  Armstrong,  the  five  men 
who  served  as  the  Leadership  Team 
of  the  Expansion  Board.  And  Rev. 
Fred  Miller,  pastor  of  the  Mt.  Olive 
Church  since  1989,  led  the  congre- 
gation in  the  act  of  dedication  and 
offered  the  dedicatory  prayer. 

The  new  sanctuary — built  with  a 
sloped  floor,  four  11 -pew  sections,  a 
raised  platform  with  room  for  a 
choir  of  fifty,  and  a  baptistry  be- 
hind the  choir — will  seat  approxi- 
mately 420.  A  large  narthex  with  a 
mother's  room  for  infants,  a  Sun- 
day school  room  for  senior  mem- 
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bers,  two  bathrooms,  a  nursery, 
and  an  elevator  to  make  the  base- 
ment handicapped-accessible,  com- 
plete the  first  floor.  Two  classrooms 
and  a  sound  room  are  on  the  second 
floor,  and  a  70-  by  90-foot  area  in 
the  basement  will  be  used  as  a  fel- 
lowship hall. 

The  new  worship  facility  was  made 
necessary  by  the  growth  of  the 
church.  An  early  worship  service 
was  added  in  June  1990  to  make 
room  for  that  growth.  This  service 
grew  and  provided  room  initially 
for  visitors  in  the  second  service, 
but  as  worship  attendance  for  the 
two  services  increased  from  146  in 
1990  to  221  in  1996,  the  second 
service  again  began  to  have  over- 
flow crowds  on  a  regular  basis. 

So  an  Expansion  Board  was  formed, 
meetings  with  an  architect  were 
held,  and  plans  were  drawn.  The 
architect's  initial  cost  estimate  of 
$890,000  dampened  enthusiasm 
temporarily,  but  when  Expansion 
Board  member  Gary  Crummett  (a 
building  contractor)  was  able  to  trim 
this  figure  back  so  that  the  total 
cost,  including  a  paved  parking  lot 
and  other  needs,  was  close  to 
$700,000,  enthusiasm  rekindled. 

The  congregation  met,  saw  the 
plans,  offered  suggestions,  and 
agreed  to  begin  construction  when 
the  building  fund,  that  stood  at  a 
little  over  $100,000,  had  reached 
$200,000.  A  "Miracle  Sunday"  was 
held  May  5,  1996,  on  which  each 
member  was  asked  to  make  a  one- 
time sacrificial  offering  for  the 
Building   Fund.   The   goal   was 


$100,000.  That  day,  when  it  was 
announced  that  $72,000  had  been 
raised,  the  congregation  voted  al- 
most unanimously  to  go  ahead  with 
construction  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  Gary  Crummett  Construction 
Company  began  work  on  June  15, 

1996,  and  the  first  service  in  the 
new  facility  was  held  February  9, 

1997,  with  402  people  in  attendance! 
Even  though  there  currently  is 

room  in  the  new  sanctuary  for  all 
the  Mount  Olive  Brethren  to  wor- 
ship together  in  one  service,  the 
church  plans  to  continue  holding 
two  services.  This  provides  a  choice 
in  type  and  time  of  worship  and 
also  allows  room  for  additional 
growth.  During  the  first  quarter  of 
1997,  the  early,  more  tradition 
service,  averaged  65  in  attendance, 
and  the  second,  more  contemporary 
service,  averaged  210. 

The  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church 
is  committed  to  reaching  its  com- 
munity for  Christ.  Pastor  Miller 
puts  it  this  way: 

It  is  our  belief  that  The  Breth- 
ren Church  has  something  great 
to  offer  this  community,  with  a 
faith  in  Jesus  that  is  founded  on 
"The  Bible,  the  whole  Bible,  and 
nothing  but  the  Bible."  It  is  our 
belief  that  Mt.  Olive,  "Where  the 
Son  Always  Shines,"  can  bring 
light  to  those  who  have  been 
walking  in  darkness.  And  with  a 
hunger  for  the  lost,  a  thirst  for 
growing  in  love  and  outreach,  and 
an  appetite  for  worship,  we  be- 
lieve that  God  has  prepared  us 
for  even  brighter  days  ahead.  We 
are  anxious,  given  the  fine  qual- 
ity of  new  members  received  dur- 
ing this  extended  growth  spurt,  to 
see  just  whom  and  what  God  has 
planned  for  us  in  the  future. 

—  reported  by  Pastor  Fred  Miller 
The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Chap.  David  Graetz  counsels 
flood  victims  in  Kentucky 

Louisville,  Ky.  —  Brethren  Chap- 
lain David  Graetz  provided  trauma 
counseling  to  victims  of  the  recent 
floods  in  Kentucky. 

Chaplain  Graetz  was  on  the  lead 
bus  that  returned  residents  from 
an  evacuation  center  to  their  homes 
in  Falmouth,  Ky.,  after  the  flood- 
waters  subsided.  He  spent  many 
hours  counseling  the  residents  and 
also  the  solders  and  airmen  of  the 
Kentucky  National  Guard  who 
were  on  duty  with  him.  He  also  met 
Vice-President  Al  Gore,  who  was  in 
the  area  to  survey  the  damage  in 
Lebanon  Junction,  Ky. 

'These  were  four  of  the  hardest 
days  of  my  life,  and  perhaps  the 
most  gratifying  as  well,"  said  Chap- 
lain Graetz.  T  was  proud  and  hon- 
ored to  have  been  used  to  help  the 
people  who  lost  so  much  and  have 
been  through  so  much  devastation." 

Chaplain  Graetz  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  major  and,  with 
that  promotion,  was  transferred  to 
the  63rd  Aviation  Group.  He  contin- 
ues to  serve  full-time  as  chaplain 
for  the  Louisville  VA  Medical  Center. 

World  Relief  providing  aid 

to  N.  Dakota  flood  victims 

Wheaton,  111.  —  World  Relief  of 
the  National  Association  of  Evan- 
gelicals is  providing  emergency  food, 
fuel,  clothing,  and  medical  attention 
to  North  Dakota  flood  victims.  A 
team  of  church-based  trauma  coun- 
selors is  also  standing  by  to  assist  as 
soon  as  the  waters  recede. 

In  addition,  World  Relief  is  help- 
ing pastors  in  flooded  areas  develop 
long-term  flood  relief  and  clean-up 
efforts  in  their  communities. 

Donations  to  help  with  these  re- 
lief efforts  may  be  sent  to  Brethren 
World  Relief,  524  College  Ave.,  Ash- 
land, OH  44805.  Please  note  that 
they  are  for  North  Dakota  relief. 
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Six  from  Bloomingdale  and  Roann 
participate  in  mission  trip  to  Haiti 


Brandon,  Fla.  —  Six  Brethren — 
Wayne  Harper,  Tracy  Erwin,  Ray- 
mond ("Butch")  Humphrey,  and  Pas- 
tor David  Stone  from  the  Bloom- 
ingdale, Fla.,  Brethren  Church  and 
Lorin  Haupert  and  Gregg  Caughell 
from  Roann,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church — joined  eight  people  from 
three  other  churches  to  spend  a  week 
in  March  building  a  new  worship 
facility  for  the  Family  Tabernacle 
of  Praise  in  Carre  Fourte,  Haiti. 

When  the  mission  team  arrived 
in  Port-au-Prince  on  March  3,  the 
team  members  were  immediately 
struck  by  the  overcrowding  and 
poverty  in  Haiti's  capital  city.  As 
they  traveled  by  truck  from  the  air- 
port to  the  work  site,  they  became 
aware  of  another  of  the  city's  prob- 
lems, traffic-clogged  streets.  "The 
amazing  thing  about  traffic  in  Port- 
au-Prince  is  that  it  moves  at  all," 
said  Pastor  David  Stone. 

The  team  spent  the  week  building 
the  worship  facility,  basically  a  well- 
supported  roof.  Buildings  in  Haiti 
that  are  not  air-conditioned  are  more 
comfortable  with  some  air  move- 
ment, so  walls  can  be  a  liability. 

The  team  soon  found  that  doing 
construction  in  a  third-world  coun- 
try is  different  from  doing  it  in  the 
U.S.  Some  materials  for  the  build- 
ing had  been  brought  from  the  U.S. 
by  plane,  but  other  materials  had 
to  be  purchased  locally.  This  was  a 
time-consuming  process  entailing 
lengthy  negotiations.  At  times  the 
crew  sat  idle  because  they  lacked 
materials.  Electrical  service  was 
not  reliable,  and  sometimes  their 
tools  were  less  than  adequate. 


They  completed  the  building  on 
Saturday.  Then  on  Sunday  they  had 
their  first  chance  to  meet  the  con- 
gregation. The  three  morning  wor- 
ship services  were  held  in  the  old 
building,  a  house  converted  into  a 
church  building.  People  crammed  into 
the  living  room  of  the  house,  while 
others  sat  on  the  porch  watching  the 
service  on  closed-circuit  television. 

Then  in  the  afternoon,  the  whole 
congregation  came  together  for  the 
first  service  in  the  new  building. 
Following  a  service  of  singing  and 
preaching,  the  pastor  and  congrega- 
tion expressed  their  gratitude  to  the 
mission  team  by  praying  for  them, 
their  families,  churches,  and  busi- 
nesses. They  also  gave  each  of  the 
churches  represented  by  the  team 
members  a  painting  of  a  scene  from 
Haiti.  Then  about  a  dozen  Haitians 
surrounded  each  team  member,  laid 
hands  on  them,  and  prayed  "loud  and 
long"  for  their  safety. 

"The  most  amazing  thing  about 
the  trip,"  said  Rev.  Stone,  "was  the 
contrast  between  the  hopelessness 
of  Port-au-Prince  on  our  first  day 
and  the  hope  in  the  Lord  expressed 
on  Sunday.  ...  It  was  clear  after 
that  Sunday  that  all  of  the  troops 
and  election  observers  sent  to  Haiti 
over  the  years  cannot  equal  the 
effect  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ 
reaching  into  lives  without  hope 
and  transforming  them." 

Since  returning  to  the  U.S.,  the 
team  has  heard  from  the  pastor  of 
Family  Tabernacle  of  Praise  that 
the  building  they  built  is  too  small. 
It  is  already  filled  to  overflowing! 

—  reported  by  Rev.  David  Stone 
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Survey  Report 

The  report  on  part  two  of  The  Brethren 
Church  National  Survey  that  we  intended 
to  include  in  this  issue  of  the  Evangelist 
(see  page  4  of  the  April  issue)  was  not 
completed  by  press  time.  We  hope  to  in- 
clude it  in  next  month's  issue. 


Brethren  pastors,  wives,  and  others  enjoy 
time  of  rest  and  relaxation  at  annual  retreat 


Brethren  pastors,  wives,  denomination- 
al leaders,  and  seminary  students — 60 
people  in  all — gathered  April  15-17  at 
Sandy  Cove  Conference  Center  in  North 
East,  Md.,  for  the  1997  Brethren  Pastors' 
and  Wives' Retreat.  The  retreat  was  hosted 
by  the  pastors  of  the  Southeastern  Dis- 
trict, with  Rev.  David  Benshoff,  pastor 
of  the  St.  Luke  Brethren  Church,  and 
his  wife,  Dee,  shouldering  most  of  the 
responsibility  for  planning  the  event. 

Rev.  Dave  Cooksey,  Director  of  Pas- 
toral Ministries  for  The  Brethren  Church, 
prepared  the  following  report  of  the 
retreat. 

The  Brethren  Pastors'  and  Wives' 
Retreat  was  a  relaxing  experience. 
We  arrived  on  a  warm  April  after- 
noon at  the  Sandy  Cove  Conference 
Center,  located  in  a  beautiful  set- 
ting along  the  banks  of  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay.  The  friendly  greeting 
we  received  from  Dave  and  Dee 
Benshoff  at  the  registration  table 
was  likewise  expressed  by  everyone 
who  worked  at  Sandy  Cove.  The  ac- 
commodations were  beyond  our  ex- 
pectations— the  meals  were  excel- 
lent and  the  rooms  were  great. 

This  conference  was  planned  to 
be  a  time  of  rest  and  relaxation, 
and  that  it  was.  We  spent  only  an 
hour  or  so  once  or  twice  each  day  in 
planned  activities.  These 
were  very  good,  however, 
with  a  different  speaker 
and  song  leader  each  time. 

The  special  guest,  Burt 
Rosenberg,  a  Jewish-Chris- 
tian comedian,  was  outstand- 
ing. His  gift  for  exaggerat- 
ing the  obvious  makes  it  all 
the  more  humorous.  Woven 
throughout  his  comedy,  how- 
ever, were  very  real  truths 
that  hit  home  for  us  all. 

We  spent  the  break  times 
enjoying  the  good  refresh- 
ments, chatting  and  laugh- 
ing with  one  another,  and 


in  other  activities.  The  free  after- 
noon found  folks  playing  golf,  shop- 
ping, or  hiking  to  a  nearby  light- 
house to  enjoy  the  view  or  plant 
some  flowers  as  part  of  a  voluntary 
beautification  program.  Later  that 
evening,  after  a  spectacular  sunset, 
you  could  find  groups  of  people  in 
conversation  on  topics  ranging  from 
family  and  fun  to  more  serious  dis- 
cussions of  the  future  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church. 

All  of  us  who  attended  the  retreat 
had  a  pleasant  experience  during 
this  time  together  as  Brethren  lead- 
ers. I  know  that  many  pastors  could 
not  attend  because  of  time,  distance, 
or  cost,  and  some  chose  not  to  at- 
tend because  the  light  program  did 
not  appeal  to  them.  Nevertheless, 
for  those  who  did  attend,  I  believe 
the  retreat  was  right  and  good.  I 
also  believe  that  in  the  future  other 
kinds  of  retreats  will  be  planned. 

In  any  case,  an  expression  of  our 
appreciation  to  Dave  and  Dee  Ben- 
shoff and  the  Southeastern  District 
pastors  is  in  order.  The  retreat  was 
held  at  a  great  location,  and  the 
good  program  of  worship,  drama, 
messages,  and  laughs  was  enjoyed 
by  all  who  attended. 


Conference  Update 

Plans  are  being  finalized  for 
this  years  General  Conference, 
scheduled  for  August  4-8.  "Grasp 
the  Vision"  will  be  the  theme,  and 
Dr.  Aubrey  Malphurs,  a  nation- 
ally recognized  authority  on  church 
leadership,  will  be  the  featured 
speaker  and  workshop  leader. 

Just  in  case  you  haven't  heard(!), 
this  year's  Conference  will  be  held 
at  Saint  Mary's  College  in  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  within  eyesight  of 
Notre  Dame  University.  With  the 
change  in  location,  Conference  will 
be  a  different  experience  this  year. 

A  registration  form  will  be  in- 
cluded in  next  month's  Evangel- 
ist. If  you  plan  to  attend  Confer- 
ence, look  for  it,  read  and  complete 
it  carefully,  and  return  it  promptly. 
Housing  will  be  available  in 
dormitories  on  the  Saint  Mary's 
College  campus.  But  if  you  prefer  to 
stay  off  campus,  a  list  of  motels  was 
sent  to  pastors  and  church  modera- 
tors in  the  last  issue  of  Leadership 
Letter.  Ask  one  of  them  to  see  it. 


Jewish-Christian  comedian  Burt  Rosenberg  (c.) 
with  retreat-planners  Dave  and  Dee  Benshoff. 
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Pastor  Ken  Hunn  takes  a  penetrating  look  at: 


The  neglected  art  of  "followership" 


THERE'S  a  lot  of  discussion  in 
church  circles  today  about  lead- 
ership. The  role  of  the  leader  is  a 
confused  one.  Moral  lapses  by  lead- 
ers in  all  segments  of  our  society 
are  well-documented.  As  a  result, 
we  have  been  conditioned  by  our 
culture  to  mistrust  even  our  church 
leaders.  Because  of  this  mistrust, 
we  wander  around  in  many  ways 
as  a  church  and  suffer  the  conse- 
quences of  a  lack  of  leadership. 

But  just  as  churches  struggle  be- 
cause of  a  lack  of  leadership,  they 
also  struggle  because  of  a  lack  of 
"followership"  and  of  the  coopera- 
tive spirit  that  characterizes  good 
followers.  And  while  we  hear  much 
about  issues  of  leadership,  we  hear 
very  little  about  "followership." 
Whereas  leaders  are  under  con- 
stant scrutiny  these  days,  no  one 
seems  to  consider  the  importance  of 
being  a  good  follower. 

We  know  what  qualities  to  look 
for  in  a  good  leader.  But  what  does 
it  take  to  be  a  good  follower?  Being 
a  leader  is  often  difficult,  but  it  is 
made  much  easier  by  having  good 
followers.  Since  only  a  few  are  lead- 
ers and  all  the  rest  of  us  are  follow- 
ers, doesn't  it  make  sense  for  all  of 
us  to  concentrate  more  on  the  ne- 
glected art  of  followership? 

Following  in  the  Old  Testament 

In  the  Old  Testament,  the  Israel- 
ites were  admonished  repeatedly  to 
follow  God's  law.  The  judgment  made 
against  Solomon  was  that  he  "did 
not  follow  the  Lord  completely" 
(1  Kings  11:6,  niv.) 


"Following"  was  a  term  that  was 
often  used  to  help  clarify  the  choice 
that  God  set  before  His  people.  The 
question  was  then,  as  it  is  today, 
"Whom  will  you  follow?"  Elijah  put 
this  same  question  before  the  peo- 
ple of  Israel  when  he  faced  the 
prophets  of  Baal  on  Mt.  Carmel.  "If 
the  Lord  is  God,  follow  him;  but  if 
Baal  is  God,  follow  him"  (1  Kings 
18:21,  Nrv).  The  central  issue  here 
no  doubt,  was  choosing  the  proper 
leadership.  But  Elijah  made  it  un- 
mistakably clear  that  following  is 
the  standard  by  which  our  faithful- 
ness is  measured. 

Jesus  said,  "Follow  Me." 

For  all  of  us,  following  is  the  criti- 
cal factor  in  our  relationship  with 
the  Lord.  Jesus  said  repeatedly, 
"Follow  Me."  The  same  is  true  in 
our  relationship  to  those  whom  God 
has  placed  in  the  Body  to  lead.  The 
Apostle  Paul  said,  "Follow  my  ex- 
ample, as  I  follow  the  example  of 
Christ"  (1  Cor.  11:1,  NIV). 

Followers  aren't  complacent  or 
blind  or  passive.  Good  followers 
hold  leaders  accountable,  but  they 
do  so  with  love  and  compassion  and 
without  cynicism.  The  Bereans 
were  said  to  be  "of  more  noble  char- 
acter than  the  Thessalonians"  not 
only  because  they  received  Paul's 
message  "with  great  eagerness," 
but  also  because  they  "examined 
the  Scriptures  every  day  to  see  if 
what  Paul  said  was  true"  (Acts 
17:11,  NIV).  The  Bereans  under- 
stood their  role  as  followers  of 
Paul's  teaching.  They  were  not  to 


be  passive,  but  rather  to  listen  and 
learn  with  a  discerning  ear. 

Followers  empower  leaders,  for 
leaders  cannot  lead  without  follow- 
ers! Those  who  follow  keep  leaders 
focused  by  providing  them  a  steady 
diet  of  honest  and  loving  feedback. 
Followers  pray  for  their  leaders,  be- 
cause they  know  the  burdens  they 
place  on  those  who  lead.  And  lead- 
ers know  they  need  the  intercession 
of  followers.  Paul  often  said  to  the 
churches,  "Pray  for  us." 

Followers  also  work  hard  among 
themselves  to  develop  a  spirit  of 
unity,  cooperation,  and  willingness. 
"Make  every  effort  to  keep  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  through  the  bond 
of  peace,"  Paul  told  the  Christians 
at  Ephesus  (Eph.  4:3,  Niv). 

Furthermore,  followers  are  aware 
of  one  another!  Good  followers  look 
upon  other  followers  as  fellow  team 
members.  Therefore,  they  are  al- 
ways aware  of  how  well  they  are 
blending  in  with  those  who  are  along- 
side them. 

Taking  inventory 

Because  of  this  teamwork  ethic, 
followers  are  constantly  taking  in- 
ventory of  their  relationship  with 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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Getting  control 
of  our  fleeting  time 

By  Richard  Winfield,  Editor 


WHERE  DOES  THE  TIME  GO? 
How  often  have  you  heard  that 
question — or  asked  it  yourself?  In 
an  article  in  last  month's  EVANGEL- 
IST, I  suggested  that  one  way  to  find 
out  where  the  time  goes  is  by  keep- 
ing a  daily  log  of  how  we  spend  our 
time. 

An  article  in  Newsweek  magazine 
(May  12,  1997,  issue,  p.  69)  gives  some 
indication  of  what  we  might  dis- 
cover from  such  a  log.  The  article — 
Time  Bind?  What  Time  Bind?"— 
tells  about  a  book  being  released 
this  month  (June)  by  time-study  ex- 
perts John  Robinson  and  Geoffrey 
Godbey.  In  it  the  authors  claim  that, 
contrary  to  popular  belief,  Ameri- 
cans have  more  free  time  now  than 
at  any  point  in  the  past  30  years — 
an  average  of  40  free  hours  a  week! 
The  authors  base  this  claim  not  on 
their  own  observations  but  on  data 
from  10,000  survey  participants 
who  kept  minute-by- minute  diaries 
of  how  they  use  their  time. 

Two  interesting  findings 

So  where  do  these  40  hours  of 
free  time  go?  Quite  a  few  of  them  go 
down  the  tube,  the  "boob  tube"  that 
is.  The  researchers  found  that,  on 
average,  Americans. squander  15  of 
their  40  hours  of  free  time  every 
week  on  television.  (Does  that  sug- 
gest that  many  of  us  would  have 
more  time  for  the  Lord  if  we  spent 
less  time  with  the  TV?) 

Another  interesting  finding  by 
Godbey  and  Robinson  is  that  an  in- 
creasing amount  of  our  free  time 
now  comes  in  small  portions — an 
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hour  here,  a  half-hour  there.  It's 
easy  to  waste  that  kind  of  time — to 
flick  on  the  TV,  pick  up  a  magazine 
or  newspaper,  or  just  do  nothing. 

But  that's  the  kind  of  time  that 
can  also  be  used  to  read  a  couple  of 
chapters  of  God's  Word  or  to  talk  to 
God  in  prayer,  or  both.  (Remember 
that  two  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to 
the  growth  of  The  Brethren  Church 
according  to  the  200  participates  in 
The  Brethren  Church  National  Sur- 
vey were  "too  little  time  by  mem- 
bers in  Bible  reading"  and  the  "weak 
prayer  life  of  church  members.") 

It  seems  safe  to  conclude,  there- 
fore, that  most  of  us  do  have  some 
free  time.  Perhaps  "time-pressures 
on  members'  lives"  (the  highest-rated 


obstacle  to  growth  of  The  Brethren 
Church  on  the  survey)  aren't  as  great 
as  we  think.  Maybe  the  problem  is 
how  we  choose  to  use  our  time. 

But  this  issue  goes  beyond  just 
making  effective  use  of  our  free 
time,  as  important  as  that  is.  As 
committed  Christians,  we  need  to 
commit  all  of  our  time  to  the  Lord 
and  to  make  choices  accordingly. 

Budgeting  our  time 

Keeping  a  log  of  how  we  spend 
our  time  is  just  the  first  step  in 
discovering  how  to  use  time  more 
effectively.  The  next  step  in  this 
process  is  to  work  on  a  budget  of 
how  we  want  to  use  our  time.  This 
requires  making  some  basic  deci- 
sions about  our  life-goals  and  our 
priorities,  then  making  choices  ac- 
cordingly. These  choices  will  in- 
volve every  aspect  of  our  time,  not 
only  our  discretionary  time  and  the 
time  we  waste,  but  also  the  neces- 
sary uses  of  time. 

(continued  at  bottom  of  next  page) 


"Followership" 

(continued  from  page  1) 
those  around  them:  "Am  I  trying 
hard  to  understand  and  to  be  un- 
derstood? Am  I  running  ahead  of 
the  group?  Am  I  falling  behind? 
Am  I  a  positive  influence  upon 
the  rest  of  the  members  of  the 
followership  team?  Am  I  doing  my 
part?"  Ephesians  4:16  reminds  us 
that  the  Body  grows  "as  each  part 
does  its  work." 

By  working  as  a  team,  followers 
can  multiply  the  ministry  of  the 
leader.  So  much  more  is  gained 
when  leaders  can  focus  on  mov- 
ing forward  rather  than  always 
turning  back  to  settle  disputes. 

Leadership  is  highly  esteemed 
in  our  world.  Pick  up  any  news- 


paper or  magazine  or  watch  the 
evening  news  and  you  will  see 
that  reports  about  leaders  domi- 
nate our  media.  But  followership 
is  where  the  real  action  occurs! 

Even  leaders  must  follow  the 
leadership  of  the  Savior,  who  "did 
not  come  to  be  served,  but  to 
serve,  and  to  give  his  life  as  a 
ransom  for  many"  (Matt.  20:28, 
NF/).  The  real  ministry  of  the 
church  is  done  by  followers.  The 
quality  of  leadership  in  a  church 
is  pivotal,  but  the  bulk  of  the 
work  by  far  happens  among  those 
who  follow.  Followership  is  really 
the  higher  calling.  For  when  we 
follow,  we  share  in  the  transform- 
ing work  of  the  One  who  said, 
"Follow  Me."  [ft] 
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SNAPSHOTS 

By 
Michelle  Rhude 


A  FEW  WEEKENDS  AGO, 
before  the  weather  turned 
nice,  I  took  a  motorcycle -riding 
course.  It  was  an  eighteen-hour 
course  given  by  Abate  of  Indi- 
ana's Motorcycle  Safety  Division, 
and  it  did  a  great  job  of  teaching 
totally  inexperienced  people  like 
me  how  to  ride  a  motorcycle. 

Seven  of  the  18  hours  were 
spent  in  a  semitrailer  watching 
videos  and  discussing  written 
material.  The  other  eleven  hours 
were  spent  in  the  parking  lot  on 
the  bikes.  In  our  case,  they  were 
spent  for  the  most  part  in  40- 
degree  rain,  although  we  had 
periods  of  snow  and  wind  as  well. 
The  sun  did  manage  to  put  in  an 
appearance  on  Sunday  afternoon 
one  hour  before  we  finished! 

Some  of  the  participants  in  the 
course  were  novices  like  me.  Others 
were  experienced  riders.  Each 
person's  skill  level  was  pretty 
obvious  early  on.  Different  people 
had  different  weaknesses.  By  the 
end  of  the  weekend,  certain  phrases 
had  been  repeated  so  many  times 
to  particular  individuals  that 
they  had  become  a  joke.  One 
phrase  liberally  used  was  "Keep 
your  head  up!" 


While  driving  a  car,  have  you 
ever  caught  yourself  swerving 
when  you  glanced  over  to  adjust 
the  radio  or  as  you  attempted  to 
fix  an  icy  stare  on  a  misbehaving 
child?  The  same  thing  happens  on 
a  motorcycle,  but  it  is  much  more 
critical.  Where  you  look  is  where 
you  go.  If  we  were  carefully  watch- 
ing those  cones  we  were  trying  to 
maneuver  around,  we  would  flat- 
ten them  every  time. 

Although  this  was  not  one  of  my 
bigger  riding  weaknesses,  that 
concept  was  nevertheless  drilled 
into  me  over  the  weekend  both  by 
instructors  and  by  my  own  expe- 
rience on  the  motorcycle. 

Stinkin'  thinkin' 

It's  true  of  my  spiritual  life  as 
well.  My  spiritual  focus  will  de- 
termine my  course.  I've  been  guilty 
lately  of  a  bad  attitude  springing 
from  not  guarding  my  mind  and 
heart.  I  have  a  friend  who  calls  it 
"stinkin'  thinkin'."  If  I  allow  my- 
self to  dwell  on  negative  things, 
my  attitude  become  negative.  If 
my  heart  spends  time  in  worry, 
I  become  paralyzed  and  I  waste 
what  is  currently  my  most  valu- 
able personal  resource — my  time. 


If  I  am  more  concerned  about  the 
work  of  ministry  than  I  am  about 
God  for  whom  I  am  working,  ef- 
fective ministry  evaporates. 

If  you  find  yourself  letting  stinkin' 
thinkin'  to  invade  any  areas  of  your 
life,  I  encourage  you  to  shift  your 
focus.  Where  do  you  really  want 
to  be  headed?  Where  you  look  is 
where  you  will  go.  As  the  song 
says,  Turn  your  eyes  upon  Jesus." 

The  most  effective  way  I've 
found  to  keep  my  thoughts  in  line 
is  to  memorize  scripture.  Repeat 
a  verse  throughout  the  day,  like 
running  a  tape  player  in  your  mind. 
In  Philippians  4:8  (MV),  Paul  urges, 
Finally,  brothers,  whatever  is  true, 
whatever  is  noble,  whatever  is 
right,  whatever  is  pure,  whatever 
is  lovely,  whatever  is  admirable — 
if  anything  is  excellent  or  praise- 
worthy— think  about  such  things. 

I  challenge  you  to  replace  any 
stinkin'  thinkin'  in  your  life  with 
the  Word  of  God!  [ft] 

"Snapshots"  is  a  monthly  column 
that  seeks  to  illuminate  our  relation- 
ship with  God  by  focusing  on  some  of 
the  everyday  experiences  of  life.  Mrs. 
Rhude  is  a 
member  of 
the  Jeffer- 
son Breth- 
ren Church 
of  Goshen, 
Ind,  and  an 
active  parti- 
cipant in 
the  life  and 
ministry  of 
that  congre- 
gation. 


Time  (continued  from  page  2) 

Obviously,  the  necessities  of  life 
— working,  eating,  sleeping,  tasks 
around  the  home,  etc. — require  a 
considerable  amount  of  time.  We 
may  think  that  we  have  few  choices 
in  these  areas.  But  it's  surprising 
how  many  choices  we  have  even  in 
these  areas  and  how  they  can  affect 
the  amount  of  time  we  spend.  For 
example,  choices  about  how  far  we 
will  live  from  our  work  (and  thus 
how  long  we  will  spend  commut- 
ing); how  much  time  we  will  spend 
preparing  and  eating  meals;  how 
big  a  lawn  we  will  care  for;  how 
fastidious  we  will  be  about  house- 
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work;  just  to  name  a  few. 

We  also  need  to  ask  ourselves 
what  all  we  include  in  the  neces- 
sary uses  of  time.  For  example, 
does  reading  the  paper  or  watching 
the  news  go  here,  or  does  it  go  in 
our  discretionary  uses  of  time. 

The  most  important  question 

But  perhaps  the  most  important 
question  of  all  is,  Where  do  we  in- 
clude our  time  for  the  Lord  and  for 
the  church  (time  for  attending  wor- 
ship, Sunday  school,  and  other  serv- 
ices; for  personal  Bible  study  and 
prayer,  and  for  Christian  service)? 
Do  we  relegate  these  to  our  discre- 


tionary time  or  even  our  spare  time? 
Or  do  we  include  time  for  these 
right  along  with  time  for  working, 
sleeping,  and  eating? 

Is  worshiping  God  and  serving  Him 
as  important  as  work?  Jesus  said, 
"Worship  the  Lord  your  God,  and 
serve  him  only."  Is  reading  God's 
Word  as  important  as  feeding  our 
bodies?  Jesus  said,  "No  one  lives  on 
bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that 
comes  from  the  mouth  of  God."  This 
is  what  Jesus  said.  What  do  we  say 
by  the  way  we  use  our  time?  [ft] 

For  more  about  time,  see  The  Time 
Conspiracy"  on  page  5  and  "Day-by-Day 
Stewardship"  on  page  7. 


The  Time  Conspiracy 

By  David  West  (and  Stephanie  Dreyer) 


I  GREW  UP  in  Grand  Chute, 
Wisconsin,  the  home  town  of 
Senator  Joseph  McCarthy.  Do  you 
remember  him?  He  saw  Commu- 
nist conspiracies  everywhere.  Forty- 
seven  years  ago  he  claimed  to  have 
a  list  of  known  "party"  members  who 
were,  in  his  words,  "working  and 
shaping  .  .  .  policy"  of  the  United 
States.  He  saw  Communists  as  the 
root  of  everything  wrong,  the  cause 
of  evil  in  the  world. 

McCarthy  never  produced  his  list 
of  names.  Despite  "conspiracy  sight- 
ings" popping  up  everywhere,  no 
Communists  were  ever  exposed  in 
the  State  Department.  Nevertheless, 
he  did  gain  a  little  notoriety,  and  he 
gave  birth  to  "McCarthyism."  Some 
people  hailed  him  as  a  hero;  others 
denounced  him  as  a  fanatical  politi- 
cian in  need  of  a  reality  check.  Many 
were  left  hurt  in  his  wake. 

Another  kind  of  conspiracy 

While  I  certainly  would  not  want 
to  be  seen  as  a  devotee  of  McCarthy, 
I  am  concerned  about  the  conspiracy- 
like dimensions  growing  around  the 
subject  of  time.  It  was  disturbing  to 
read  in  the  report  of  The  Brethren 
Church  National  Survey  that 
nearly  75  percent  of  the  Brethren 
who  were  polled  rated  "time  pres- 
sures on  members  lives"  as  one  of 
the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  growth 
of  The  Brethren  Church. 

I  face  this  obstacle  daily  in  my 
ministry.  Recently,  when  I  encour- 
aged someone  to  invest  some  of 
himself  in  the  life  of  a  young  Chris- 
tian trying  to  discern  God's  call, 
purpose,  and  ministry  in  his  life, 
the  person  responded  with  a  disap- 
pointing "I  don't  have  time." 

Martyred  missionary  Jim  Elliot 
once  said  that  the  enemy  comes  at 
us  in  three  major  areas,  noise, 
hurry,  and  crowds.  I  think  we  are 
under  a  "hurry"  attack. 

We  don't  have  mentors  for  those 
considering  Christian  ministry  be- 
cause we  don't  have  enough  time. 
Life  Work  Recruits  waiting  for  some- 
one to  disciple  them  become  another 


agenda  item  in  an  ever-growing  sea 
of  priorities.  Mission  fields  await 
God's  ambassadors.  Churches  des- 
perately long  for  God's  undershep- 
herds.  Youth  of  our  cities  cry  for  the 
love  of  an  adult  in  a  non-exploitive 
relationship.  The  unloved,  the  sick, 
the  imprisoned,  the  hungry,  and 
the  lost  desperately  need  to  know 
the  One  who  loves  them  eternally. 


Life  Work  Recruits  are  persons  who 
have  declared  their  intention  to  earn  their 
livelihood  in  Gospel  ministry  through  the 
church  or  through  another  Christian  minis- 
try as  pastors,  missionaries,  or  other 
Christian  workers,  and  who,  to  that  end, 
have  committed  themselves  to  nurture 
their  faith,  discern  God's  call,  and  become 
equipped  for  service. 


Is  our  failure  to  respond  to  these 
needs  really  a  matter  of  time  con- 
straints? Are  we  willing  to  suggest 
that  God  has  given  His  church  the 
task  of  ministry  but  has  shortsight- 
edly not  given  us  enough  time? 

I  serve  as  the  Authentic  Disciple 
(mentor)  for  Stephanie  Dreyer. 
Stephanie  is  a  full-time  student  at 
the  University  of  Arizona,  an  Inter- 
Varsity  Christian  Fellowship  leader, 
a  lay-supporter  for  a  new  Hispanic 
church  plant,  and  a  Life  Work  Re- 
cruit. She's  not  a  superwoman,  but 
she  is  a  young  lady  with  a  super 
heart  for  the  Lord. 

Listen  to  what  Stephanie  has  to 
say  about  her  desire  to  serve  the 
Lord,  and  how  she  deals  with  the 
conspiracy  of  time  constraints: 

Finding  the  time 

'Time!  Time!  Who's  got  the  time?" 
This  line  from  Alice  in  Wonderland  is 
very  appropriate  for  our  lives  today.  It 
seems  that  we  hardly  have  enough 
time  to  accomplish  the  "necessities"  of 
life,  let  alone  the  things  we  would  like 
to  do.  But  why  aren't  the  necessities  of 
life  the  things  we  want  to  do? 

Today  people's  schedules  are  often 
dictated  by  the  society  in  which  they 
live.  There  are  so  many  things  to  do 
and  so  little  time  in  which  to  do  them. 


So  you  may  be  wondering  how  I  have 
the  time  to  be  a  Life  Work  Recruit 
when  my  life  is  a  balancing  act  as  well. 
I  think  it  gets  back  to  the  fact  that  the 
things  in  my  life  that  I  absolutely  have 
to  do  are  the  things  I  want  to  do.  Being 
a  Life  Work  Recruit  and  being  a  Chris- 
tian are  not  about  monthly  activities 
but  about  a  daily  commitment. 

Making  our  time  God's  time 

I  recently  saw  a  chart  that  divided  a 
person's  life  into  the  number  of  years 
spent  doing  specific  activities.  It 
showed  that  the  average  person  will 
spend  just  six-tenths  of  a  year  of  his  or 
her  life  in  "religious  activities."  I  think 
that's  awful!  We  shouldn't  be  able  to 
separate  God  from  our  other  activities. 
That's  how  I  am  able  to  be  a  Life  Work 
Recruit,  and  even  a  Christian  for  that 
matter.  God  is  not  separate  from  the 
activities  of  my  life  but  the  motivation 
behind  all  my  activities.  The  reason  I 
attend  university,  the  reason  I  am  in- 
volved in  InterVarsity  Fellowship,  the 
reason  I  study  for  finals  is  to  bring  glory 
to  my  Lord  and  Savior! 

The  right  motivation  is  a  major  rea- 
son why  I  am  able  to  balance  all  the 
things  I  have  to  do  with  all  the  things  I 
want  to  do  and  still  enjoy  life.  Another 
reason  why  I  am  a  Life  Work  Recruit  is 
the  fact  that  I  see  the  incredible  need 
for  workers  in  God's  kingdom.  No 
matter  how  much  I  have  to  do,  when  I 
see  God  at  work  and  how  desperately 
this  world  needs  Him,  everything 
comes  into  focus.  Hearing  about  Chris- 
tians in  other  countries  being  jailed  for 
their  faith  puts  fretting  about  an  "A"  in 
class  into  perspective. 

I  hope  that  this  is  an  encouragement 
to  anyone  thinking  of  becoming  a  Life 
Work  Recruit.  It  is  a  great  opportunity 
if  you  are  planning  on  going  into  full- 
time  Christian  service.  You  may  have  to 
give  up  a  few  things,  but  believe  me, 
the  rewards  of  service  far  outnumber 
the  costs.  Don't  let  time — or  the  lack 
of  it — be  the  barrier  that  stops  you. 

Oh  that  Christ  were  All  and 

Enough  for  me. 

He  is  8  up  posed  to  be  . . . 

but  oh,  to  be  swept  away  in  a  flood 

of  consuming  passion  for  Jesus. 

Oh  that  these  words  of  Jim  Elliot 
would  stir  a  fresh  passion  for  serv- 
ice in  God's  church!  [ft] 

Rev.  West  is  pastor  of  Northwest 
Brethren  Chapel  in  Tucson,  Arizona. 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


John  Kline: 
a  man  of  courage 

By  Editor  Richard  Winfield 


IT  TAKES  a  man  of  courage  to 
cross  the  military  lines  between 
two  opposing  armies.  It  takes  a 
man  of  even  greater  courage  to 
give  medical  aid  to  wounded  sol- 
diers on  both  sides  of  that  line. 
Elder  John  Kline,  a  Brethren  leader 
of  the  19th  century,  was  that  kind 
of  man.  His  courage  resulted  in  his 
imprisonment,  and  it  eventually  cost 
him  his  life. 

But  Elder  Kline  probably  didn't 
see  himself  as  a  man  of  courage.  It's 
more  likely  that  he  only  looked  upon 
himself  as  a  man  who  was  living 
out  his  Christian  duty  to  love  the 
Lord  his  God  with  all  his  heart  and 
his  neighbor  as  himself. 

Who  was  this  man  and  what  were 
the  circumstances  under  which  he 
displayed  his  courageous  love? 

His  early  life 

John  Kline  was  born  200  years  ago 
this  month  (on  June  17,  1797*)  in 
Dauphin  County  in  eastern  Penn- 
sylvania. He  was  born  into  a  good 
Brethren  family.  His  great-grand- 
father, George  Kline,  had  migrated 
from  Germany  to  America  and  had 
become  a  prominent  leader  among 
the  Brethren  in  Pennsylvania. 
Thus  John's  background,  like  that 
of  many  other  Brethren  of  his  time, 
was  both  German  and  Brethren. 

While  John  was  still  a  boy,  his 
family  moved  to  Rockingham  County 
in  northern  Virginia,  and  that's  where 
John  made  his  home  for  the  rest  of 
his  life.  In  1818,  he  married  Anna 
Wampler,  a  young  woman  whose 
home  was  just  a  few  miles  away. 
During  their  life  together,  they  had 
but  one  child,  and  that  child  did  not 
live  to  maturity. 

Hard-working  farmers,  John  and 
Anna  prospered,  and  they  used  their 

*A  bicentennial  celebration  of  the 
birth  of  John  Kline  is  being  held  this 
month,  June  13-15,  at  the  Linville 
Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Broad- 
way, Virginia,  where  Kline  was  a  mem- 
ber throughout  his  life. 
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prosperity  to  help  others.  They  also 
gave  freely  to  their  church,  the  Lin- 
ville Creek  congregation,  including 
a  gift  in  1825  of  a  piece  of  land  from 
their  farm.  On  that  site  the  congre- 
gation built  its  meetinghouse. 

A  developing  leader 

In  1827  John  was  chosen  to  be  a 
deacon  by  the  Linville  Creek  Church. 
Three  years  later  he  was  elected  by 
the  congregation  to  the  first  of  the 
three  degrees  of  "ministry''  then  rec- 
ognized by  the  Brethren  (first  de- 
gree, second  degree,  and  ordained 
elder).  He  was  made  a  full  elder  in 
1848. 

His  ministry,  however,  was  not 
limited  to  the  Linville  Creek  con- 
gregation. He  traveled  extensively 
to  other  groups  of  Brethren  in  order 
to  preach,  perform  baptisms,  con- 
duct funerals,  organize  congrega- 
tions, treat  the  sick,  and  visit  the 
members.  His  journal  indicates  that 
he  may  have  traveled  as  many  as 
100,000  miles,  mainly  on  horseback 
and  most  of  those  miles  in  the 
mountains  of  western  Virginia. 

By  the  1850s,  he  was  recognized 


John  Kline  on  patriotism: 

My  highest  conception  of  patri- 
otism is  found  in  the  man  who 
loves  the  Lord  his  God  with  all  his 
heart  and  his  neighbor  as  himself. 
Out  of  these  affections  spring  the 
subordinate  love  for  one's  country; 
love  truly  virtuous  for  one's  com- 
panion and  children,  relatives  and 
friends;  and  in  its  most  compre- 
hensive sense  takes  in  the  whole 
human  family.  Were  this  love  uni- 
versal, the  word  patriotism,  in  its 
specific  sense,  meaning  such  a  love 
for  one's  country  as  makes  its  pos- 
sessors ready  and  willing  to  take 
up  arms  in  its  defense,  might  be 
appropriately  expunged  from  every 
national  vocabulary. 

From  his  journal  entry  for  Febru- 
ary 22,  1849,  quoted  in  Life  of  John 
Kline  by  Benjamin  Funk  (p.  246). 


as  a  leader  among  the  Brethren, 
and  in  1861  he  was  selected  to  be 
moderator  of  Annual  Meeting.  He 
continued  to  hold  this  position  the 
three  remaining  years  of  his  life. 

This  was  a  difficult  period  for  the 
Brethren,  for  our  country  was  then 
embroiled  in  the  Civil  War.  In  gen- 
eral, Brethren  of  the  day  were  vig- 
orously opposed  to  both  slavery  and 
military  service,  not  popular  posi- 
tions in  Virginia  at  that  time.  Kline 
wrote  many  letters  to  political 
authorities,  including  his  friend, 
Governor  John  Letcher  of  Virginia, 
explaining  the  Brethren  position  and 
urging  that  they  be  exempted  from 
military  service.  Eventually  the 
State  of  Virginia  did  exempt  Breth- 
ren, requiring  of  each  person  so  ex- 
empted a  fee  of  about  $500. 

Kline's  own  determination  to  live 
by  his  convictions  brought  him  into 
conflict  with  the  authorities.  He 
crossed  the  line  between  the  Con- 
federate and  Union  armies  in  1862 
to  attend  Annual  Meeting  in  the 
North,  thus  raising  suspicions  about 
his  loyalties.  These  suspicions  were 
intensified  by  his  practice  of  giving 
medical  aid  not  only  to  Confederate 
soldiers,  but  also  to  those  of  the 
Union.  It's  not  surprising,  therefore, 
that  he  was  imprisoned  in  1862  as  a 
suspected  Union  sympathizer.  Even 
so,  no  specific  charges  were  brought 
against  him,  and  after  about  two 
weeks  he  was  released. 

Faithful  unto  death 

The  suspicions  remained,  how- 
ever, and  they  undoubtedly  intensi- 
fied when  he  again  made  trips  to 
the  North  for  Annual  Meetings  in 
1863  and  1864.  As  a  result,  shortly 
after  his  return  from  the  1864 
Annual  Meeting,  he  was  ambushed 
near  his  home  and  killed.  He  thus 
became,  in  the  words  of  Brethren 
historian  Roger  Sappington,  "the 
most  significant  martyr  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Brethren."  [t] 

Material  for  this  article  was  drawn 
from  the  entry  for  John  Kline,  written 
by  Roger  E.  Sappington,  in  The  Breth- 
ren Encyclopedia  For  further  reading 
see  that  entire  entry,  as  well  as  Sap- 
pington's  book  on  Kline — Courageous 
Prophet:  Chapters  from  the  Life  of  John 
Kline  (Brethren  Press,  1964,  Elgin,  III). 
See  also  Benjamin  Funk's  book,  Life  of 
John  Kline  (Brethren  Publishing  House, 
1900,  Elgin,  III.). 


Russia:  Another  Cycle 
to  the  "Unfinished  Journey" 

By  Christie  Kessler 


WHILE  going  through  some  old 
files,  I  came  across  the  article 
"Continuing  an  Unfinished  Journey 
to  Russia"  by  James  Hollinger,  from 
the  April  1994  issue  of  the  EVAN- 
GELIST (pp.  4-6).  In  that  article, 
Dr.  Hollinger  told  how  he  had 
been  challenged  by  the  vision 
and  dedication  of  Mark  Baker  to 
travel  to  Russia. 

Mark  had  visited  Russia  in 
1992  to  distribute  Bibles  and 
Christian  literature.*  He  had 
planned  to  continue  his  "unfin- 
ished journey  to  Russia"  in  1993 
by  spending  a  year  there  in- 
structing Russian  teachers  how 
to  teach  a  course  in  Christian 
ethics  and  morality  in  the  Russian 
public  schools.  But  his  plans  were 
thwarted  by  a  severe  illness,  fol- 
lowed by  his  untimely  death  on 
March  4,  1993.# 

In  August  1993,  Dr.  Hollinger 
followed  Mark's  footsteps  to  Rus- 
sia. Not  only  did  he  continue  Mark's 
"unfinished  journey,"  he  even  wore 
the  shoes  Mark  had  planned  to 
wear  on  his  second  visit  there. 

A  shared  love 

We  never  met  Mark  Baker,  but 
we  share  his  love  for  the  Russian 
people.  We  find  it  fitting  that  God  is 
calling  us — from  the  Carmel  Breth- 
ren Church  that  Mark  helped  to 
start0 — to  add  yet  another  cycle  to 
his  "unfinished  journey." 

Next  month  (July),  we  will  go  to 
Russia  for  a  year  to  help  introduce 
the  very  curriculum — "Christian 
Ethics  and  Morality,  a  Foundation 
for  Society" — that  Mark  had  hoped 
to  present  through  The  CoMission. 
We  will  lead  Bible  studies,  teach 
Christian  life  skills,  show  the  Jesus 
film,   and  train  Russian  school 

*See  "An  Unfinished  Joumey  to  Russia" 
by  Mark  Baker  in  the  October  1992  issue  of 
the  Evangelist,  pp.  4-5. 

"See  the  April  1993  Evangelist,  pp.  22-23. 

°Rev.  Baker  was  the  founding  pastor  of 
the  Carmel  Brethren  Church  and  served  there 
from  1980  to  1984. 


teachers  to  teach  the  curriculum. 
But  the  most  important  thing  we 
will  do  is  live  and  work  side-by-side 
with  the  people,  showing  them  the 
hope  we  have  in  Christ. 


Christie  and  Brian  Kessler  with  Amber  and  Dustin. 

In  April  1996,  I  went  on  a  short- 
term  mission  trip  to  the  Ukraine, 
part  of  the  former  Soviet  Union. 
Little  did  I  realize  at  the  time  that 
that  mission  trip  would  change  my 
life  and  the  life  of  my  family  for- 
ever. I  saw  a  country  suffering 
many  hardships.  Unemployment,  in- 
flation, crime,  and  alcoholism  were 
rampant.  The  people  seemed  to 
have  little  hope  for  a  better  tomor- 
row. I  helped  tell  them  about  the 
hope  they  can  only  find  in  Jesus. 

I  was  a  small-group  leader  at  two 
convocations  where  teachers  were 
invited  to  come  and  learn  American 
teaching  methods,  using  a  curricu- 
lum based  on  the  Jesus  film.  At  the 
first  Convocation,  a  Hungarian 
gypsy  named  Yustin  asked  Jesus 
into  her  heart  as  a  result  of  watch- 
ing that  film. 

An  important  lesson 

In  the  second  city  God  taught  me 
an  important  lesson — that  I  don't 
have  to  be  comfortable,  just  obedi- 
ent. I  had  complained  because  we 
had  mostly  teenagers,  not  school 


teachers,  in  the  convocation.  God 
convicted  me,  reminding  me  that 
He  had  sent  me  to  do  His  work,  not 
what  I  wanted  to  do.  As  a  result,  I 
volunteered  to  work  with  the  teen- 
agers, and  I  taught  them  lessons 
from  the  curriculum.  It  was  re- 
warding because  I  realized  that 
they  are  the  future  of  the  Ukraine 
and  they  need  the  hope  of  Jesus. 

While  I  was  gone,  Ann  Miller,  our 
pastor's  wife,  organized  people  to 
pray  for  us  24  hours  a  day.  We 
firmly  believe  this  is  why  things 
ran  so  smoothly  and  why  God 
spoke  to  us  so  clearly.  His  awe- 
some power  was  evident  in  our 
lives  and  continues  to  be  so  today. 
Now  He's  calling  me  to  return 
to  the  former  Soviet  Union  to  share 
the  hope  of  Christ.  This  time  my 
husband  and  children  will  go  also. 

An  amazing  change 

The  truly  amazing  thing  about 
all  this  is  that  until  five  years  ago 
I  didn't  even  believe  in  God.  I 
looked  for  happiness  and  accep- 
tance in  all  the  wrong  places. 
Then  in  1991,  my  world  fell 
apart.  I  lost  all  hope  and  thought 
life  wasn't  worth  living. 
A  friend  started  telling  me  how 
Jesus  loved  me  and  would  accept 
me  no  matter  what  I  had  done.  Many 
people  from  our  church  began  pray- 
ing for  me.  Ann  Miller  faithfully  sent 
me  Bible  verses,  which  I  faithfully 
didn't  read.  But  the  people  of  the 
church  never  left  me,  even  when  I 
distanced  myself  from  them. 

I  started  reading  the  Psalms  and 
found  that  David  had  experienced 
many  of  the  same  feelings  I  was 
experiencing.  The  Bible  and  God  be- 
came real  to  me,  and  I  accepted  Christ 
as  my  Savior.  I  found  a  joy  and  peace 

1  had  never  thought  were  possible. 
Now  we  want  to  go  and  tell  the 

people  in  the  former  Soviet  Union 
about  the  joy  and  peace  that  they, 
too,  can  find  in  Jesus  Christ.  In  July 
our  family  hopes  to  follow  in  the  foot- 
steps of  Mark  Baker.  Please  pray  for 
us  as  we  continue  to  raise  support 
and  prepare  to  continue  the  "unfin- 
ished journey  to  Russia."  [ft] 

Christie  and  Brian  Kessler  and  their 
two  children,  Amber  (9)  and  Dustin  (6), 
will  be  part  of  a  team  of  nine  (7  adults, 

2  children)  that  will  travel  together  to 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Day-by-Day  Stewardship 

Second  article  in  a  series  by  James  M.  Frado 


AS  WE  SAW  in  The  Seeds  of 
Stewardship"  in  last  month's 
Evangelist,  our  commitment  to 
Christian  service  begins  the  moment 
we  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  our  Lord 
and  Savior  (Matt.  28:19,  20).  But  I 
am  sure  we  can  all  attest  that  liv- 
ing our  lives  in  the  daily  service  of 
God  occasionally  falls  into  that  well- 
known  category  of  "easier  said  than 
done."  After  all,  just  keeping  up  with 
the  rigors  of  work,  family,  or  school 
can  leave  us  little  time  and  energy 
to  devote  to  serving  the  Lord. 

In  part  one  of  his  series,  "Dealing 
with  the  time  pressures  of  life," 
EVANGELIST  editor  Richard  Winfield 
pointed  out  that  many  Brethren  are 
challenged  with  finding  time  "to 
nurture  their  own  spiritual  lives, 
let  alone  take  on  more  responsibili- 
ties in  the  church."  Tack  on  the 
challenge  of  stretching  our  house- 
hold dollars,  and  it  becomes  clear 
why  the  obligation  of  stewardship 
is  frequently  placed  on  the  back 
burner,  or  even  worse,  taken  com- 
pletely off  the  stove! 

Consider,  then,  how  many  pro- 
spective believers  are  lost  for  every 
Christian  who  is  unable  to  fulfill 
his  or  her  stewardship  responsibili- 
ties. Stated  another  way,  try  to 
imagine  the  glorious  work  that 
could  be  accomplished  if  every  one 
of  us  responded  to  God's  call  by 
finding  a  way  to  regularly  give  of 
our  time,  talents,  and  treasures! 

God  will  make  a  way 

Although  we  tend  to  let  the  un- 
predictable "rapids"  of  life  tempt  us 
away  from  the  righteousness  of 
Christian  service,  God  always  pro- 
vides the  means  for  us  to  get  back 
on  course.  I'm  reminded  of  the  Apos- 
tle Paul's  words  of  encouragement 
to  the  Christians  in  Corinth: 

No  temptation  has  seized  you  ex- 
cept what  is  common  to  man.  And 
God  is  faithful;  he  will  not  let  you 
be  tempted  beyond  what  you  can 
bear.  But  when  you  are  tempted, 
he  will  also  provide  a  way  out  so 
that  you  can  stand  up  under  it. 

1  Cor.  10:13,  mv 


So  just  how  do  we  stand  up  under 
the  day-to-day  demands  of  life  and 
still  act  as  faithful  servants  for  the 
Lord?  God's  holy  Word  provides  nu- 
merous answers.  Let's  look  at  a  few: 

1.  Begin  by  placing  God  at  the 
top  of  your  priority  list.  Every 
day  we  determine  how  we  will  allo- 
cate the  time,  skills,  and  money  God 
has  entrusted  to  us.  Since  every- 
thing we  possess  came  from  God, 
still  belongs  to  God,  and  can  be 
taken  away  by  God,  doesn't  it  make 
sense  that  His  priorities  should  be 
our  priorities?  We  honor  God  when 
we  give  Him  the  first  and  the  best  of 
all  that  we  have,  not  the  leftovers. 
Jesus  has  given  us  our  first  priority: 

Love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all 
your  heart  and  with  all  your  soul 
and  with  all  your  mind. 

Matt.  22:37,  mv 

2.  Adopt  an  attitude  that  says, 
"I  live  to  give!"  Unfortunately,  many 
Christians  do  not  give  because  they 
fear  they  won't  have  enough  for  them- 
selves. Consequently,  they  have 
never  learned  to  give,  nor  have  they 
experienced  the  fullness  of  God's 
abundant  blessings.  On  the  other 
hand,  Christians  who  "live  to  give" 
understand  that  God  faithfully  re- 
plenishes all  that  we  give  away  to 
fulfill  His  kingdom. 

One  man  gives  freely,  yet  gains 
even  more;  another  withholds  un- 
duly, but  comes  to  poverty.  A  gen- 
erous man  will  prosper;  he  who 
refreshes  others  will  himself  be 
refreshed.  Prov.  11:24,  25;  niv 


3.  Build  stewardship  into  your 
daily  activities.  Opportunities  for 
stewardship  are  infinite.  Whether 
we  are  at  church,  work,  school, 
community  or  social  events,  or  even 
on  vacation,  God  has  a  need  for  us 
to  share  our  gifts.  Serving  God  a 
little  bit  each  day  is  better  than  not 
serving  until  asked. 

Many  Christians  feel  that  they  do 
not  have  worthy  resources  or  tal- 
ents to  contribute.  When  we  feel 
this  way,  we  are  actually  devaluing 
the  gifts  that  God  has  bestowed  upon 
us.  The  beauty  of  Christian  stew- 
ardship is  that  God  asks  us  to  share 
what  He  has  already  given  to  us. 

We  have  different  gifts,  according 
to  the  grace  given  us.  If  a  man's 
gift  is  prophesying,  let  him  use  it 
in  proportion  to  his  faith.  If  it  is 
serving,  let  him  serve;  if  it  is 
teaching,  let  him  teach;  if  it  is 
encouraging,  let  him  encourage;  if 
it  is  contributing  to  the  needs  of 
others,  let  him  give  generously;  if 
it  is  leadership,  let  him  govern  dil- 
igently; if  it  is  showing  mercy,  let 
him  do  it  cheerfully. 

Rom.  12:6-8,  niv 

A  way  of  life 

As  I  suggested  in  last  month's  ar- 
ticle, there  are  no  "quick  fixes"  to 
Christian  stewardship.  But  if  the 
task  seems  too  tremendous,  think 
of  it  this  way.  Simply  manage  His 
blessings  in  a  way  that  brings  glory 
to  His  name  every  day.  Steward- 
ship is  a  way  of  life  that,  through 
its  very  practice,  has  the  power  to 
deliver  the  once-closed  hearts  of 
non-believers  into  the  open  hands 
of  Jesus  Christ.  [t] 

Mr.  Frado  is  Manager  of  Stewardship 
and  Planned  Giving  for  The  Brethren 
Church. 


Russia 

(continued  from  previous  page) 
Russia.  The  Kesslers  recently  learned 
that  they  will  go  to  Apatity,  a  city  of 
70  to  80  thousand  people  located  just 
north  of  the  Arctic  Circle,  about  100 
miles  east  of  Finland. 

Christie  is  a  stay-at-home  mother, 
but  does  some  substitute  teaching 
mainly  in  a  special-education  class; 
she  also  works  part  time  at  group 
homes  for  handicapped  adults.  Brian 
works  as  a  quality  control  analyst  for 
a  software  company;  he  will  be  on  a 
leave  of  absence  while  in  Russia.  The 


Kesslers  plan  to  home-school  their 
children  while  they  are  gone. 

Going  to  Russia  is  a  step  of  faith 
for  this  family,  but  they  believe  God 
works  out  the  details  according  to  His 
timing.  They  pray  that  some  who  read 
this  article  will  consider  a  similar 
step  of  faith.  There  are  opportunities 
to  go  to  Russia  not  only  for  a  year, 
but  also  for  as  little  as  two  weeks. 

If  you  wish  to  contact  the  Kesslers, 
you  may  do  so  by  phone  (317-896- 
5679);  e-mail  (BLKess@aol.com);  or  let- 
ter (through  Carmel  Brethren  Church, 
930  Rohrer  Rd.,  Carmel,  IN  46032). 
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1997  General  Conference  Schedule 

August  4-8  at  Saint  Mary's  College,  South  Bend,  Indiana 

Theme:  "Grasp  the  Vision"  (Phil.  3:12-16) 


Monday,  August  4 

4:00  pm — New  Delegate  Briefing 

6:30  pm — Opening  Celebration  featuring  address  by 

Moderator  John  Shultz 
8:30  pm — Reception 

Tuesday,  August  5 

8:15  am — Devotional/Prayer  Time 
8:30  am — Business  Session 

11:00  am — Workshop  led  by  Dr.  Aubrey  Malphurs 
2:00  pm — Auxiliary  Sessions  and  Pastors'  Wives 

Workshop 
3:45  pm— Table  Talks 
7:00  pm — Worship  led  by  Congregational  Ministries 

Council;  message  by  Dr.  Aubrey  Malphurs 

Wednesday,  August  6 

7:00  am — Pastors'  Wives  Fellowship  and  Breakfast 

(reservation  required) 
8:15  am — Devotional/Prayer  Time 
8:30  am — Business  Session 
1 1:00  am — Workshop  led  by  Dr.  Aubrey  Malphurs 


12:30  pm — Women's  Luncheon  featuring  a  message  by 
Mrs.  Nirmala  Kumar  (reservation  required) 
2:00  pm — Free  afternoon  (golfing,  sightseeing,  etc.) 
7:00  pm — Worship  Service  led  by  Missionary 
Ministries  Council 

Thursday,  August  7 

8:15  am — Devotional/Prayer  Time 
8:30  am — Business  Session 
11:00  am — Corporate  Prayer  led  by  Rev.  Tom  Sprowls 
12:30  pm — World  Relief  Luncheon;  message  by  Arne 
Bergstrom  (reservation  required) 
2:00  pm — Auxiliary  Sessions 
3:45  pm— Table  Talks 

7:00  pm — Worship  Service  led  by  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  and  the  Winding  Waters  Breth- 
ren Church  Worship  Team 

Friday,  August  8 

8:15  am — Devotional/Prayer  Time 
8:30  am — Business  Session 
10:30  am — Closing  Session  featuring  Youth 
Convention  report 


Dr.  Aubrey  M.  Malphurs  to  be  featured  speaker 


DR.  AUBREY  M.  MALPHURS, 
a  nationally  recognized  author- 
ity on  church  leadership,  will  be 
the  featured  speaker  at  General 
Conference.  Dur- 
ing the  Tuesday 
evening  worship 
service  he  will  deal 
with  the  question, 
"What  Kind  of 
Church  Will  God 
Use  in  the  21st 
Century?"  At  11:00 
a.m.  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  he 
will  lead  a  work- 
shop on  "Vision." 

Dr.  Malphurs  is 
department  chair 
and   professor  of 
Field  Education  at 
Dallas  Theological         Dr-  Aubrey  M 
Seminary  in  Dallas,  Texas.  He  is 
also   founder   and   president  of 
Vision  Ministries  International,  a 
church  consulting  organization. 
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He  characterizes  himself  as  "a 
visionary  with  a  deep  desire  to  in- 
fluence a  new  generation  of  leaders 
by  casting  a  significant  vision  for 
Great  Commission 
ministry  in  the  21st 
century."  He  says,  "I 
have  a  deep,  abiding 
love  and  passion  for  the 
local  church.  My  desire 
is  to  influence  churches 
and  their  leaders  for 
greater  ministry  for  the 
Savior." 

He  is  the  author  of  a 
number  of  books,  in- 
cluding Developing  a 
Vision  for  Ministry  in 
the  21st  Century  (chosen 
by  Your  Church  maga- 
zine as  one  of  the  top 
books  on  church  man- 
agement for  1993);  Vision  America: 
A  Strategy  for  Reaching  a  Nation; 
and  Values-Driven  Leadership:  Dis- 
covering and  Developing  Your  Core 


Malphurs 


Values  for  Ministry,  to  name  just  a 
few  of  his  works. 

He  has  a  B.A.  degree  from  Flor- 
ida Atlantic  University,  and  Th.M. 
and  Ph.D.  degrees  from  Dallas 
Theological  Seminary.  He  is  mar- 
ried, and  he  and  his  wife  Susan 
have  one  daughter,  three  sons,  and 
one  granddaughter. 


BYIC  Convention 

"Anchor  in  the  Storms"  (Eph. 
4:14-15)  will  be  the  theme  of  this 
year's  youth  Convention,  to  be  held 
at  Saint  Mary's  College  concur- 
rently with  General  Conference. 

Highlights  of  the  Convention 
will  include  a  candlelight  wor- 
ship service  with  Rickey  Bolden 
as  speaker;  a  concert  by  the 
Christian  band  Nouveaux; 
Youth  Communion;  a  missions 
fair;  a  prayer  tour;  participation 
in  service  projects;  and  a  trip  to 
Warren  Dunes  State  park. 

Registration  information  was 
mailed  to  youth  advisors  and 
pastors  in  early  May.  The  last 
date  to  register  is  July  8. 
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1997  General  Conference 

Monday,  August  4,  through  Friday,  August  8 
Registration,  housing  and  meals,  and  children's  program  form 

Instructions 

This  year's  General  Conference  will  be  held  at  Saint  floor  free  as  in  past  years.  Each  person  staying  in  a 

Mary's  College  in  South  Bend,  Ind.  This  change  in  loca-  room  will  be  provided  a  bed  and  will  be  charged  accord- 

tion  brings  other  changes.  Therefore,  read  the  following  ing,  with  the  exception  of  a  baby  or  toddler  sleeping  in  a 

instructions  carefully,  taking  special  note  of  the  changes.  portable  crib. 

Registration:  Every  person  planning  to  attend  the  Meals:  Meal  tickets  will  be  designated  for  specific 
Conference  must  complete  this  registration  form,  even  if  meals  on  specific  days  and  will  only  be  good  for  that 
you  are  not  planning  to  stay  on  the  Saint  Mary's  College  meal.  For  example,  a  meal  ticket  for  breakfast  on  Tues- 
campus.  See  explanation  below.  day  will  be  usable  only  on  Tuesday  morning,  not  for  any 
Linens:  Room  rates  do  not  include  sheets,  pillow-  breakfast.  This  is  a  change  from  past  years.  No  re- 
cases,  towels,  and  washcloths.  Bring  your  own  or  order  a  funds  will  be  given,  so  order  only  those  tickets  that  you 
linen  packet  (one  for  each  person)  on  the  registration  form.  will  use.  A  limited  number  of  meal  tickets  will  be  avail- 
Children:  Children  will  not  be  able  to  sleep  on  the  able  at  the  door,  but  at  a  higher  price. 

General  Registration 

Everyone  must  complete  this  section,  even  if  you  plans  to  attend  and  the  days  they  will  be  present.  For 

are  staying  off  campus  or  if  you  are  planning  to  attend  those  staying  on  campus,  this  $3.00  will  be  covered  by 

conference  only  one  day.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  their  housing  costs.  Those  not  staying  on  campus  or 

Saint  Mary's  College  will  be  charging  General  Confer-  coming  in  for  only  a  day  are  encouraged  (but  not  re- 

ence  $3.00  for  each  person  attending  the  Conference  quired)  to  make  a  $3.00  per  day  donation  at  the  informa- 

each  day.  Therefore  we  need  a  count  of  everyone  who  tion  desk  in  O'Laughlin  Auditorium. 

Names  (including  children)  and  address  (including  city/state/zip).  Enter  address  once  if  same  for  all.       Please  •  days  attending 
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Daytime  phone  number  (if  a  work  number,  indicate  for  which  person): 


Housing  and  meal  registration 

Housing  and  meal  packages 

Package  one:  Includes  five  nights  lodging  (Sunday  through  Thursday  nights)  and  13  meals  (Monday 
breakfast  through  Friday  breakfast,  including  special  event  meals  if  requested  below). 
Per  adult:  $150.00  if  reserved  and  prepaid  by  July  18;  No.  persons  x  rate  - 

Per  adult:  $188.00  after  July  18  (subject  to  availability).         Adults  x  -  $ 

Per  child  5  or  under:    $123.00  if  reserved  and  prepaid  by  July  18;  — 

Per  child  5  or  under:    $154.00  after  July  18  (subject  to  availability).      Children x $  _ 

Linen  packets  (optional;  see  above)         No.  packets x  $3.00  -  $  _ 

Total    $ 


Children x -  $ 


Package  two:  Includes  four  nights  lodging  (Monday  through  Thursday  nights)  and  10  meals  (Tuesday 
breakfast  through  Friday  breakfast,  including  special  event  meals  if  requested  below). 
Per  adult:  $120.00  if  reserved  and  prepaid  by  July  18;  No.  persons  x  rate  - 

Per  adult:  $150.00  after  July  18  (subject  to  availability)  Adults x -  $ 

Per  child  5  or  under:    $  97.00  if  reserved  and  prepaid  by  July  18; 
Per  child  5  or  under:    $122.00  after  July  18  (subject  to  availability). 

Linen  packets  (optional;  see  above)         No.  packets x  $3.00  -  $ 

Total    $ 

If  taking  package  one  or  two  above,  indicate  here  if  you  will  be  attending  the  special  event  meals;  if  not  indicated, 

you  will  be  included  in  the  count  of  those  eating  in  the  cafeteria: 

Pastors'  Wives  Breakfast  (no.  of  tickets) ;  WMS  Luncheon  (no.  of  tickets) ;  World  Relief  Luncheon  (no.  of  tickets) . 
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General  Conference  Preview 


Housing  only 

Rates  per  night,  per  person  (including  children,  as  explained  above):  $19.00. 
Indicate  the  number  of  persons  staying  each  night: 
_  Sun; Mon; Tue; Wed; Thur.   Total  of  nights  times  no.  of  persons. 


Linen  packets  (optional;  see  above) 


No.  packets 


x  $19.00-$ 

_  x  $3.00  -  $ 

Total     $ 


Meals  only 

Place  quantity  in  front  of  each  meal  desired 

Adults: 

Prepaid  by  7/18 

After  7/18 

Quantity 

Price 

Tota 

Breakfast  _  _M; Tu; W; Th;  __F 

$3.25 

$4.00 

x  $ 

-$ 

Lunch           _M; Tu; W; Th 

$5.00 

$6.25 

x  $ 

-$ 

Dinner       M; Tu; W; Th 

$6.75 

$8.50 

x  $ 

.-$ 

Children  5  and  under: 

Breakfast         M;        Tu;        W;        Th;        F 

$1.65 

$2.00 

x  $ 

-$ 

Lunch           _M; Tu; W; Th 

$2.50 

$3.15 

x  $ 

-$ 

Dinner       M; Tu; W; Th 

$3.40 

$4.25 

x  $ 

-$ 

Special  event  registration  (for  those  not  purchasing  a  "Housing  and  meal  package"): 

Wed.  7:00  a.m.  —  Pastors'  Wives  Breakfast 

$3.25 

$  4.00 

x  $ 

-$ 

Wed.  12:30  p.m.  — Women's  Luncheon 

$8.25 

$10.00 

x  $ 

-$ 

Thur.  12:30  p.m.  — World  Relief  Luncheon 

$5.00 

$  6.25 

x  $ 

-$ 

Total  for  meals    $ 

Tues.  2:00  p.m.  —  Pastors'  Wives  Workshop  (not 

a  meal) 

No  fee 

Number 

attending 

Chi 

dren's  Prog 

For  children  four  years  of  age  through  those  who  have  completed  the  sixth  grade 
Tuesday  through  Thursday,  8:15  a.m.  to  4:45  p.m.;  Friday,  8:15  a.m.  to  noon 


The  theme  for  the  children's  program  will  be  "A  Visit 
to  God's  Zoo."  The  children  will  be  taking  an  in-depth 
look  at  the  animal  kingdom,  beginning  with  creation  and 
continuing  through  the  scriptures.  Special  attention  will 
be  given  to  how  God  used  animals  to  play  major  roles 
in  many  special  events  in  the  Bible.  Games,  music,  crafts, 
and  even  snacks  will  all  fit  into  the  "zoo"  theme.  And  the 

Rates  with  "housing  and  meal  package" 

Week  Day 

1  child  $30.00         $10.00; 

Rates  without  "housing  and  meal  package" 

Week  Day 

1  child  $46.00         $15.00; 

Child's  Name 


week  will  conclude  with  a  visit  to  the  local  zoo. 

Children  attending  the  program  are  asked  to  bring,  if 
possible,  an  animal  puppet  with  a  movable  mouth.  There 
will  be  special  sessions  on  puppetry,  with  the  children 
learning  how  to  use  puppets,  write  scripts,  and  present 
shows.  There  will  also  be  some  special  events  for  the 
older  elementary  children,  to  keep  them  from  being  bored. 


2  or  more  children 


2  or  more  children 


Week 
$55.00 

Week 
$80.00 

Age/Grade 
Completed 


Day 
$18.00 


Day 
$26.00 


If  children  are  registered  for 
the  children's  program  upon 
arrival,  there  will  be  a  25 
percent  increase  in  rate. 


Days  (circle) 
T     W     Th     F 
T     W     Th     F 
T     W     Th     F 


Total  for  Children's  Program        $_ 


Babysitting  will  be  available  for  infants  through  pre-schoolers  during  morning, 
afternoon,  and  evening  sessions  (but  not  during  meal  times  or  Wednesday  afternoon). 

Camping:  Camping  is  available  at  South  Bend  East  KOA,  near  Indiana  Toll  Rd. 
(I  80-90)  exit  #83  (about  8  miles  from  Saint  Mary's  College).  Cost  for  full  hook-ups 
is  $21.95/night.  Kamping  Kabins  are  available  for  $31.95  per  night.  For  reservations 
call  1-800-KOA-2470.  For  more  information  call  Rev.  Larry  Baker  at  219-291-4909 
(office)  or  219-291-1212  (home),  or  contact  him  by  e-mail  at  lrbaker@michiana.org. 

Mail  as  soon  as  possible  with  payment  in  full  (but  no  later  than  July  18) 

Send  to:  General  Conference  Housing,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805 


Summary  Totals 

Housing  $ 

Meals  $ 

Children's  Prog.    $ 

Total  Enclosed      $ 

Make  check*  payable  to 

General  Conference  Housing 

Send  to  address  at  left 


For  office  use  only:  reg.  #_ 


date  rec. 


amount  rec. 


check  # 
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In  Memory 


Rev.  Kenneth  L.  Sullivan,  55 — 

a  dedicated  pastor,  man  of  faith, 
student  of  the  Word,  and  leader  in 
The  Brethren  Church — died  unex- 
pectedly May  21  at  CGH  Medical 


Mr?*             \ 

xT* 

1        S                      i'     >-».             ."*. 

r    \3 

^^r 

,li^W 

i?ei>.  Kenneth  Sullivan  with  wife 
Jeanette  in  a  photograph  taken  in  early 
May  in  Mexico  City,  where  the  Sulliuans 
spent  several  days  participating  in  the 
leadership  of  a  conference  for  Mexican 
Brethren  pastors  and  their  wives. 

Center  in  Sterling,  111.,  as  the  result 
of  a  heart  attack.  He  was  pastor  of 
the  Milledgeville,  111.,  Brethren 
Church  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Ken  was  born  May  4,  1942,  in 
Akron,  Ohio,  the  son  of  Kenneth  D. 
and  Freda  Perkins  Sullivan.  He  at- 
tended Garfield  High  School  in  Ak- 
ron, graduating  in  1961.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  joined  the  Akron  Fire- 
stone Park  Brethren  Church,  and 
in  1963  he  committed  his  life  to  the 
ministry.  That  same  year  (on  Septem- 
ber 29,  1963)  he  married  Jeanette 
Gross,  also  of  Akron. 

He  attended  the  University  of 
(continued  on  back  page) 
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The  Gerber  Academic  Center.  At  the  front  of  the  building  is  a  bronze  statue 
entitled  "The  Divine  Servant,  "  which  depicts  Jesus  washing  the  feet  of  John.  It  was 
donated  by  Lonnie  and  Carolyn  Bennett,  a  Brethren  couple  from  Stockton,  Calif. 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary  dedicates 
new  classroom  and  office  building  on  May  17 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary  held  a  dedication 
service  Saturday,  May  17,  for  its 
new  Gerber  Academic  Center. 

The  9,500-square-foot  facility  in- 
cludes three  classrooms,  a  computer 
lab,  a  student  lounge,  a  156-seat 
auditorium,  and  several  faculty  of- 
fices. It  is  located  next  to  the  Shultz 
Academic  Center,  to  which  it  is  con- 
nected by  a  glassed-in  walkway. 
Total  cost  of  the  building  was  ap- 
proximately 1.1  million  dollars. 

Dr.  Fred  Finks,  president  of  the 
seminary,  officiated  at  the  dedica- 


tion service,  with  various  adminis- 
trators and  faculty  members  taking 
part.  A  special  presentation  was 
made  to  the  Harley  and  Fae  Gerber 
family  of  Dalton,  Ohio,  for  whom 
the  building  is  named,  in  recogni- 
tion of  their  generous  gift  toward 
the  construction  of  the  facility. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  service, 
faculty  members  led  brief  dedica- 
tion ceremonies  in  the  various  rooms 
and  areas  of  the  building,  also  giv- 
ing recognition  to  the  donors  who 
made  special  contributions  toward 
those  parts  of  the  building. 


One  of  the  classrooms  in  the  Gerber  Academic  Center. 
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Sullivan  memorial 

(continued  from  page  1 1) 
Akron,  later  transferring  to  Ashland 
College.  He  received  a  B.A.  degree 
from  the  college  in  1968  and  a  Mas- 
ter of  Divinity  degree  from  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  in  1974.  While 
a  student  in  Ashland,  he  worked  at 
Archway  Cookies,  Inc.,  working  his 
way  up  from  janitor  to  foreman. 

While  in  seminary,  he  pastored 
Walcrest  Brethren  Church  of  Mans- 
field for  3VS  years.  Following  his 
seminary  graduation  and  his  ordi- 
nation on  August  18,  1974,  he  be- 
came pastor  of  the  Lathrop,  Calif., 
Brethren  Church,  which  he  served 
from  1974  to  1981.  He  then  pas- 
tored the  Canton  Trinity  Brethren 
Church  from  1981  to  1988;  and  the 
Milledgeville  Brethren  Church 
from  January  1989  until  his  death. 

During  his  years  of  ministry  he 
was  twice  moderator  of  the  North- 
ern California  District,  moderator 
of  the  Ohio  and  Central  Districts, 
and  General  Conference  moderator 
in  1989.  He  served  on  the  Ashland 
College  Board  of  Trustees  and  on 
many  church  boards  and  commit- 
tees at  the  denominational,  district, 
and  local  levels.  He  was  a  keen 
thinker  and  wrote  numerous  arti- 
cles for  the  Evangelist,  particularly 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Doctrine,  Research,  and  Publication. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Jan, 
and  their  two  daughters,  Dianne  of 
Milledgeville  and  Christine  (Mrs. 
James  Perry)  of  Delaware,  Ohio, 
and  also  by  his  mother. 

His  funeral  service  was  held  Sun- 
day, May  25,  at  the  Milledgeville 
Brethren  Church,  with  four  com- 
munity pastors  in  charge.  A  memo- 
rial service  was  held  Thursday, 
May  29,  at  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church  in  Ashland  with  Rev.  James 
R.  Black,  Rev.  Russel  Gordon,  and 
Dr.  Arden  Gilmer  officiating.  Bur- 
ial was  at  Greenlawn  Memorial 
Park  in  Akron. 

Memorial  contributions  may  be 
made  to  the  Milledgeville  Church. 


Brethren  woman  a  winner  in  special  Argentine  Games 


Buenos  Aires,  Argentina  —  When 
the  city  of  Buenos  Aires  hosted  the 
first  Argentine  Games  for  Trans- 
plant Recipients  last  December,  one 
of  the  participants  was  Adriana 
Moreno  de  Lencina,  a  member  of  The 
Brethren  Church  in  Argentina. 

Sra.  Lencina  parti- 
cipated in  aerobic 
walking  and  won  a 
first  in  her  division, 
walking  the  three 
kilometers  in  26  min- 
utes and  25  seconds. 
This  was  quite  a  feat 
for  a  woman  who  13 
years  ago  weighed 
only  70  pounds,  was 
undergoing  kidney 
dialysis,  and  could  no 
longer  walk. 

But  11  years  ago 
she  received  a  kidney 
transplant,  the  kidney 
being  donated  by  her  Adriana 

sister,  Cecilia  Moreno.  The  trans- 
plant was  a  complete  success,  and 
for  the  first  time  in  28  years  Adri- 
ana knew  what  it  was  to  lead  a 
healthy  life. 

Not  only  did  she  gain  her  health, 
but  two  years  later  she  and  her 
husband,  Hermenegildo,  decided  to 
have  a  child.  This  was  a  great  risk, 
because  the  medication  she  was 
taking  could  damage  the  fetus,  and 
the  pregnancy  itself  could  endan- 
ger the  transplanted  kidney.  But 
with  much  faith  in  God,  they  de- 
cided to  go  ahead.  Surprisingly, 
twins  were  born,  Keily  Priscila  and 
Juan  Marcos  (now  eight  years  old). 
Two  years  later  Matias  arrived 
(now  six). 

Adriana  is  a  member  of  the  Prin- 
cipe de  Paz  (Prince  of  Peace)  Breth- 
ren Church  in  Villa  Constitucion, 
Argentina.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Eden 
Bible  Institute  and  has  served  The 
Brethren  Church  in  Argentina  at 
both  the  local  and  national  levels. 
Her  husband  Hermenegildo,  a 
metalworker,  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Principe  de  Paz  Church  and 
serves  as  president  of  the  congrega- 
tion's executive  committee. 

For  several  years  the  family  has 
lived  in  the  church's  parsonage.  This 
has  given  them  frequent  opportuni- 


ties to  share  the  gospel  and  to  help 
the  many  people  who  visit  the  church 
daily.  They  also  participate  in  the 
various  ministries  of  the  church. 

Having  won  in  the  Argentine 
Games,  Adriana  hopes  to  partici- 
pate in  the  11th  World  Games  for 


Moreno  de  Lencina  and  her  family. 

transplant  recipients,  to  be  held  in 
Sydney,  Australia,  in  September  of 
this  year.  She  is  seeking  financial 
support  from  government,  business, 
and  private  sources  in  order  to 
make  this  trip. 

—  reported  by  Jose  O.  Rivero,  President, 
The  Brethren  Church  in  Argentina 
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Pastor  G.  Emery  Hurd  asks  us  to  seriously  consider: 


Giving  a  tithe  of  our  time  back  to  God 


THROUGHOUT  SCRIPTURE 
we  read  about  giving.  In  the 
Old  Testament,  the  standard  was 
the  tithe  (10  percent).  The  Old  Tes- 
tament prophet  Malachi  equated  the 
non-giving  of  tithes  and  offerings 
with  theft  (Mai.  3:8).  In  the  New 
Testament,  the  emphasis  is  on  sac- 
rificial giving.  When  Jesus  sent  out 
His  disciples  to  the  'lost  sheep  of 
Israel,"  He  instructed  them  to 
"freely  give"  (Matt.  10:8).  The 
Apostle  Paul  taught  repeatedly 
that  those  who  know  Christ  are  to 
be  giving  people. 

What  we  value  most 

Whenever  I  look  at  these  models, 
I  am  struck  by  the  truth  that  God 
wants  us  to  show  our  thanks  for 
His  blessings  by  returning  to  Him  a 
portion  of  what  we  value  most.  In 
biblical  times,  when  the  people  lived 
in  an  agricultural  economy,  a  tithe 
of  grain  or  livestock  was  expected. 
It  was  not  easy  for  a  farmer  to  offer 

• N 

"A  church  of  50  active 

members  has  a  potential 

time-pool  of  400  hours  a  week 

....  Think  of  the  work 

churches  could  do  if  all 

their  members  tithed 

their  time!" 

his  grain  or  a  herdsman  to  offer  his 
animals;  nevertheless,  they  gave  God 
what  they  valued  most. 

In  more  recent  times,  the  item  of 
greatest  value  was  money,  and  peo- 
ple gave  of  their  financial  resources 
to  further  the  kingdom  of  God.  I  am 
sure  that  for  believers  who  went 
through  the  financial  setbacks  of  the 
Great  Depression,  offering  to  God 


For  many  people  today,  time  is  their 
most  prized  possession. 

that  which  could  mean  the  differ- 
ence between  a  full  table  and  an 
empty  one  was  equally  difficult.  But 
they,  too,  offered  their  best  to  God. 

Something  else  God  desires 

In  the  hectic-paced  society  in  which 
we  now  live,  I  believe  there  is  yet 
another  commodity  that  God  desires. 
It  is  our  time.  Some  people  are  rich; 
others  are  poor;  but  everyone  is  busy. 

It  is  increasingly  easy  in  our  soci- 
ety for  people  to  pay  others  to  do 
what  they  used  to  do  themselves. 
Money  and  possessions  are  still  im- 
portant in  current  society  (and  still 
need  to  be  given  with  a  joyful 
heart).  But  the  real  "pearl  of  great" 
price  today  is  time. 

We  work  hard  in  order  to  retire 
early.  We  strive  to  acquire  items 
that  will  help  us  enjoy  our  leisure 
time.  We  use  organizers  and  day- 
timers  and  computers  to  help  us 
squeeze  every  moment  out  of  our 
day.  The  result  is  a  society  that  val- 


ues time  much  higher  than  money 
jOr  possessions. 

This  is  true  in  the  church  as  well. 
Most  church  members  are  far  more 
willing  to  give  their  money  and  pos- 
sessions than  their  time.  Do  you 
want  proof?  Post  two  lists  in  your 
church,  one  of  items  you  need  for 
V.B.S.,  the  other  of  times  when  you 
need  volunteers.  See  which  list  will 
be  full  and  which  will  be  empty! 

A  serious  proposal 

Because  our  time  is  a  gift  from 
God,  I  have  begun  to  propose  to 
Christians  that  they  seriously  con- 
sider giving  a  tithe  of  their  time 
back  to  God.  There  are  168  hours  in 
a  week,  so  a  tithe  of  that  would  be 
16.8  hours. 

Since  this  is  time  to  be  given  to 
God,  it  would  include  time  spent  in 
daily  devotions,  Sunday  school,  Sun- 
day morning  worship,  and  any  other 
services  or  Bible  studies  you  attend 
on  Sunday  or  during  the  week.  (In 
my  case  this  adds  up  to  about  eight 
hours  a  week.)  It  would  also  include 
preparation  time  if  you  are  a  Sun- 
day school  teacher;  time  spent  pre- 
paring for  and  attending  church 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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meetings  (official  board,  deacon 
board,  etc.)-  And  of  course,  it  would 
include  time  spent  in  any  minis- 
tries you  perform  for  the  church. 

Total  up  the  time  you  spend  in  all 
these  areas,  and  see  how  much  time  ' 
you  give  to  God  and  His  church.  If 
you  spend  less  that  16.8  hours  per 
week,  you  may  want  to  pray  about 
how  God  would  have  you  use  the 
remaining  time.  Perhaps  you  could 
volunteer  for  a  teaching  position, 
the  visitation  ministry,  or  some 
other  area  of  service. 

If  you  find  yourself  giving  20  or 
more  hours  a  week  to  God  and  the 
church,  you  may  simply  be  giving 
sacrificially.  On  the  other  hand,  you 
might  be  using  your  time  at  church 
as  a  way  to  avoid  your  family  or 
other  responsibilities.  And  you  may 
be  preventing  newcomers  from  tak- 
ing positions  of  service  and  leader- 
ship. Tithing  our  time  not  only 
helps  us  see  if  we  are  giving  enough 
of  our  time  to  God,  it  also  is  a  great 
way  to  prevent  us  from  burnout, 
which  comes  from  doing  more  than 
we  should. 

God  made  time,  giving  every  per- 
son and  every  church  enough  time 
to  do  all  the  ministry  He  has  called 
each  to  do.  The  problem  is  not  that 
we  don't  have  the  time;  it  is  that  a 
few  give  too  much,  and  many  don't 
give  enough. 

A  time-pool  of  400  hours 

A  church  of  50  active  members 
has  a  potential  time-pool  of  400  hours 
a  week,  even  after  Sunday  school, 
worship,  devotions,  and  Bible  study. 
That's  like  having  ten  full-time 
staff  people. 

Think  of  the  work  churches  could 
do  if  all  their  members  tithed  their 
time!  Many  churches  are  strapped 
financially,  but  how  many  more  are 
limited  by  not  having  the  people- 
power  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
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ministry  God  has  given  them? 

Many  churches  have  gifted,  tal- 
ented people  who  are  willing  to  give 
financially,  but  have  yet  to  give  sig- 
nificantly of  their  most  precious 
resource,  their  time.  Jesus  said: 

Do  not  store  up  for  yourselves 
treasures  on  earth,  where  moth 
and  rust  destroy,  and  where 
thieves  break  in  and  steal.  But 
store  up  for  yourselves  treasures 
in  heaven,  where  moth  and  rust 


do  not  destroy,  and  where  thieves 
do  not  break  in  and  steal.  For 
where  your  treasure  is,  there  your 
heart  will  be  also. 

Matthew  6:19-21,  NIV 

As  busy  people  living  hectic  lives, 
is  not  our  time  our  greatest  treas- 
ure? Perhaps  our  willingness  to 
tithe  our  time  is  an  even  better  in- 
dicator of  our  faithful  giving  than 
the  tithing  of  our  money.  Are  you 
tithing  your  time?  [ft] 


The  time  of  my  life 

By  Terri  L.  Pelger 


I  LOVE  SUMMER  VACATION. 
The  kids  are  home.  There's  a 
break  in  our  routine.  And  we  can 
eat  lunch  on  our  old  front  porch. 
I  especially  love  this  summer 
because  I  have  been  blessed  with 
a  job  that  enables  me  to  spend 
the  summer  at  home.  So  aside 
from  our  regular  family  fun  things 
we  have  planned,  I  made  up  my 
mind  to  catch  up  around  the 
house  and  do  some  much-needed 
cleaning,  painting,  varnishing,  etc. 

Not  enough  time! 

But  as  I  looked  closely  at  all  I 
had  to  do,  I  felt  totally  over- 
whelmed. I'll  never  get  it  all  done, 
I  thought.  There's  just  not  enough 
time. 

Then  the  May  issue  of  The 
Brethren  Evangelist  arrived. 
Right  away  I  noticed  Richard 
Winfield's  article,  "Dealing  with 
the  time  pressures  of  life."  Mr. 
Winfield  reported  that  according 
to  a  recent  survey,  "the  number- 
one  obstacle  to  the  growth  of  The 
Brethren  Church  [is]  'time  pres- 
sures on  members'  lives.'  " 


Can  we  learn  to  simplify? 

I  could  relate  to  that  state- 
ment. Why  is  everyone  so  busy 
these  days?  Maybe  our  lives 
wouldn't  be  so  pressured  if  we 
would  learn  to  simplify. 

For  example,  should  our  chil- 
dren be  allowed  to  participate  in 
every  activity  they  desire  to  be  a 
part  of,  or  should  we  limit  them 
to  those  things  they  want  to  do 
most? 

I'm  not  saying  that  playing 
baseball  or  being  in  the  band  are 
wrong.  Our  children  enjoy  these 
activities,  and  we  as  parents  are 
happy  and  proud  to  see  them  suc- 
ceed. What  I  am  saying  is  that  we 
need  to  find  a  balance  in  our  lives. 

We  do  this  by  asking  God  to 
show  us  how  He  wants  us  (and 
our  children)  to  spend  our  time. 
Thus  we  teach  our  children,  by 
example,  how  to  lead  lives  that 
have  ample  room  for  family, 
church,  helping  others,  etc. 

Until  I  read  Mr.  Winfield's  arti- 
cle, I  had  never  thought  about 

(continued  at  bottom  of  next  page) 
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SNAPSHOTS 

By 
Michelle  Rhude 


WHEN  I  was  a  little  girl,  my 
family  lived  in  New  York. 
Because  all  our  relatives  lived  in 
northern  Indiana,  we  returned  to 
the  Midwest  for  a  month  each  sum- 
mer. We  would  rent  a  cottage  on 
Syracuse  Lake  and  spend  time 
visiting  with  family,  swimming, 
boating,  and  lazing  around  on 
the  pier. 

When  my  brother,  Scott,  was 
about  three  years  old,  we  were 
doing  those  summer  things.  Fam- 
ily was  visiting  from  Texas;  some 
of  us  were  swimming;  and  Scott 
was  hanging  out  on  the  pier.  My 
dad  and  uncle  were  keeping  an 
eye  on  Scott  from  the  shore. 

Scott  knew  that  he  wasn't  al- 
lowed to  go  swimming.  He  was 
fully  dressed — he  had  no  swim- 
suit  on  to  tempt  him  to  try  the 
lake  on  his  own.  Nevertheless,  as 
my  dad  watched,  Scott  got  up, 
walked  to  the  edge  of  the  pier, 
and  jumped  right  in.  No  fear  or 
hesitation;  just  a  big  splash. 

Imagine  my  dad's  panic  as  he 
watched  his  baby  boy  jump!  He 
and  my  uncle  dashed  to  the  end  of 
the  pier,  reached  in  and  pulled  a 
splashing  three-year-old  to  safety. 


They  wrapped  him  up  in  a  towel 
and  carried  him  into  the  house  to 
his  mommy's  comforting  hug. 

As  my  mom  held  him  close,  she 
asked  what  he  had  done  when  he 
realized  he  was  in  over  his  head. 
He  answered  matter-of-factly,  "I 
just  holded  on  to  the  top  of  the 
water  until  daddy  came." 

That  simple  statement  earned 
the  incident  a  place  in  the  fam- 
ily's collection  of  stories.  But  it's 
more  than  a  humorous  anecdote 
to  me  now. 

An  unshakable  trust 

There  are  many  times  when  I 
struggle  with  depression.  At  those 
times  I  feel  isolated  from  people, 
even  if  they're  nearby  watching 
from  shore.  I  feel  as  though  deep 
water  is  closing  over  my  head, 
and  I  spend  all  my  energy  just  to 
avoid  sinking.  At  such  times  I 
look  back  at  a  three-year-old's 
actions.  I  remember  his  complete 
trust  that  his  daddy  would  come 
to  his  rescue.  And  I  think  about 
my  dad's  constant  watchful  eye 
on  his  child  and  how  he  ran  to 
Scott's  rescue. 

I  know  that  more  perfectly  than 


my  dad,  God  is  always  watching 
over  me.  I  know  He  will  come  run- 
ning to  my  rescue  before  I  drown. 
I  know  that  if  I  hold  on,  the  wa- 
ters will  recede  and  once  again  I'll 
feel  the  warmth  of  my  Father's 
love  wrapped  around  me,  like  a 
sun-warmed  beach  towel. 

In  those  dark  times,  I  cultivate 
a  three-year-old's  unshakable 
trust  in  my  heavenly  Father. 

Find  rest,  O  my  soul,  in  God  alone; 

my  hope  comes  from  him. 
He  alone  is  my  rock  and  my 
salvation; 
he  is  my  fortress,  I  will  not  be 
shaken. 
My  salvation  and  my  honor 
depend  on  God; 
he  is  my  mighty  rock,  my  refuge. 
Trust  in  him  at  all  times,  O 
people; 
pour  out  your  hearts  to  him, 
for  God  is  our  refuge. 
Psalm  62:5-8,  NIV,  boldface  added 

"Snapshots"  is  a  monthly  column 
that  seeks  to  illuminate  our  relation- 
ship with  God  by  focusing  on  some  of 
the  everyday  experiences  of  life.  Mrs. 
Rhude  is  a 
member  of 
the  Jeffer- 
son Breth- 
ren Church 
of  Goshen, 
Ind,  and  an 
active  par- 
ticipant in 
the  life  and 
ministry  of 
that  congre- 
gation. 


The  time  of  my  life 

(continued  from  previous  page) 
the  fact  that  God  desires  us  to  be 
good  stewards  of  our  time.  Why  not? 
Isn't  time  also  a  gift?  So  I  prayed 
and  asked  God  to  help  me  be  a  bet- 
ter steward  of  my  time  so  that  I 
might  accomplish  more  of  what  He 
desires.  Praying  specifically  about 
this  did  three  things: 

1.  It  showed  God  that  I  was 
serious  about  wanting  to  make 
changes  in  this  area  of  my  life. 

2.  It  comforted  me  to  know  that 
my  Heavenly  Father  would  help  me 
to  do  this. 

3.  It  made  me  more  conscious  of 
how  I  choose  to  spend  my  time. 
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As  usual,  God  is  faithful.  Not  only 
have  I  made  a  dent  in  the  house- 
work, but  I  have  somehow  found  I 

r 


One  thing  I  have  found  very  help- 
ful in  planning  my  time  is  to  make  a 
weekly  list  of  what  I  want  to  accom- 
plish each  day.  I  set  realistic  goals 
and  then  stick  to  the  list.  I  include 
everything  from  chores  to  Bible 
study,  Sunday  school  lesson  prepa- 
ration, etc.  Making  a  list  frees  me 
from  the  pressure  of  forgetting 
something  and  motivates  me  for  the 
next  day,  as  I  look  at  the  previous 
day's  list  of  items  crossed  off. 

—  Tern  Pelger 


have  extra  time  for  Bible  study  and 
prayer,  and  even  time  for  writing,  a 
ministry  I  love  but  never  seem  to 
"have  time  for." 

So  take  time  to  pray  about  the 
time  God  has  blessed  you  with  on 
this  journey  of  life.  Harvest  an  atti- 
tude of  simplicity,  and  allow  God  to 
draw  you  where  He  wants  you  to 
be.  He's  already  there  waiting  for 
you.  [ft] 

Mrs.  Pelger  is  a  member  of  the 
Louisville,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church, 
where  her  involvement  includes  teach- 
ing Sunday  school  and  working  with 
the  youth.  She  works  as  a  receptionist/ 
bookkeeper  for  a  dentist,  who  gave  her 
the  summer  off. 


WHEN  IT  COMES  to  giving  for 
the  advancement  of  God's  king- 
dom, it  appears  that  many  Chris- 
tians are  not  easily  separated  from 
their  wealth.  A  recent  study  by  the 
Christian  Stewardship  Association 
provides  some  alarming  statistics: 

•  Only  10-20  percent  of  Christians 
appear  to  give  10  percent  or  more 
of  their  income. 

•  The  old  rule  of  thumb  that  20  per- 
cent of  a  congregation's  members 
provide  80  percent  of  a  church's 
income  donations  is  no  longer 
valid.  The  new  rule  appears  to  be 
that  5  percent  of  its  members  give 
50  percent  of  a  church's  income, 
with  75  percent  of  a  church's  gift 
income  coming  from  just  10  per- 
cent of  the  members.  The  old  rule 
was  sad  enough;  the  new  rule  is 
worse  yet. 

•  There  has  been  a  26  year  decline 
in  the  percentage  of  income  given 
by  Christians. 


Learning  to  become  a 
cheerful  giver 

Final  article  in  a  three-part  series 
by  James  M.  Fardo 

can't  afford  not  to  give  as  God  has 
instructed  us. 

In  spite  of  this,  more  and  more  of 
us  are  deciding  if  and  when  we  will 
give  of  our  wealth.  In  doing  so,  have 
we  become  like  the  rich  young  man 
in  the  gospels,  who  lived  righteous- 
ly and  desired  eternal  life,  but  who 
was  unwilling  to  trade  his  earthly 
belongings  for  heavenly  treasures? 
(See  Matt.  19:16-30;  Mk.  10:17-31; 
Lk.  18:18-30.)  The  gospels  tell  us 
that  followers  of  Jesus  must  be 
willing  to  cheerfully  give  up  their 
most  valued  possessions  for  the 
sake  of  His  kingdom.  And  as  if  eter- 
nal life  in  heaven  isn't  enough  of  a 
reward,  Jesus  also  promises  that 
we  will  "receive  a  hundred  times  as 
much"  in  our  earthly  lives  (Mk. 
10:30).  But  keep  in  mind  that  pros- 
perity comes  in  many  forms. 


Choosing  not  to  give 


These  disturbing  trends  suggest 
that  many  Christians  have  become 
very  good  at  justifying  their  lack  of 
commitment  to  financial  steward- 
ship. The  cost  of  living,  insufficient 
income,  job  insecurity,  and  inade- 
quate assets  are  among  the  most 
common  reasons  Christians  offer  for 
choosing  not  to  give.  Underlying  all 
this  is  the  distressing  thought  that 
many  believers  are  choosing  to  pur- 
sue self-interest  rather  than  prac- 
tice self-denial. 

How  often  have  we  responded  to 
the  biblical  command  to  tithe  by 
saying,  "I  can't  afford  to  tithe,"  or 
"I'm  holding  onto  what  I  have  be- 
cause I  want  to  be  prepared  for 
emergencies"?  Consider  this:  What 
greater  emergency  will  we  ever  ex- 
perience than  when  we  stand  be- 
fore the  Lord  and  try  to  justify  our 
failure  to  give?  The  truth  is,  we 


Three  reasons  for  giving 


The  Bible  has  much  to  say  to  us 
about  our  possessions,  income,  as- 
sets, and  accumulated  wealth.  On 
the  basis  of  its  teachings,  here  are 
three  reasons  why  every  Christian 
should  practice  faithful  giving. 

1.  Everything  we  call  "our 
own"  belongs  to  God. 

Since  everything  that  we  have — 
including  our  material  possessions, 
our  money,  and  our  abilities — comes 
to  us  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  are  not 
in  a  position  to  choose  if,  when,  or 
what  we  will  give  back  to  God.  He 
has  entrusted  these  gifts  to  us  to 
manage  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring 
glory  to  His  name. 

You  may  say  to  yourself,  "My  power 
and  the  strength  of  my  hands  have 
produced  this  wealth  for  me." But 
remember  the  Lord  your  God,  for 
it  is  he  who  gives  you  the  ability  to 
produce  wealth,  and  so  confirms 
his  covenant,  which  he  swore  to 
your  forefathers,  as  it  is  today. 

Deuteronomy  8:17-18,  niv 

The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  every- 
thing in  it, 
the  world,  and  all  who  live  in  it. 
Psalm  24:1,  Niv 


2.  Giving  is  acknowledging  our 
faith  in  the  Word  of  God. 

When  we  unhesitantly  give  our 
most  valued  possessions  to  those 
who  are  in  need,  we  do  so  with  the 
expectation  that  God  will  provide 
for  our  needs.  We  give  in  faith  that 
God  will  bless  us  with  the  resources 
we  need  to  continue  living  accord- 
ing to  His  will. 

Give,  and  it  will  be  given  to  you.  A 
good  measure,  pressed  down,  shak- 
en together  and  running  over,  will 
be  poured  into  your  lap.  For  with 
the  measure  you  use,  it  will  be  meas- 
ured to  you.  Luke  6:38,  niv 

And  my  God  will  meet  all  your 
needs  according  to  his  glorious 
riches  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Philippians  4:19,  niv 

3.  Faithful  giving  today  equips 
the  church  for  the  challenges  of 

tomorrow. 

Most  of  us  today  are  beneficiaries 
of  past  gifts  donated  to  the  church 
by  individuals  who  acted  as  pru- 
dent stewards  of  God's  blessings. 
Let  us  give  generously  today  to  sus- 
tain the  church's  ministries,  meet 
the  growing  needs  of  our  worldwide 
mission,  and  prepare  future  church 
leaders,  so  that  others  tomorrow 
may  likewise  benefit  from  our  faith- 
ful stewardship. 
Command  them  . . .  to  be  generous 
and  willing  to  share.  In  this  way 
they  will  lay  up  treasure  for  them- 
selves as  a  firm  foundation  for  the 
coming  age,  so  that  they  may  take 
hold  of  the  life  that  is  truly  life. 

1  Timothy  6:18-19,  niv 
There  are  many  ways  to  respond 
to  God's  call  for  financial  steward- 
ship. If  you  would  like  to  learn  more 
about 
partici- 
pating 
in  the 
Breth- 
ren giv- 
ing pro- 
grams, 
please 
contact 
me  at 
The 
Breth- 
ren Church  National  Office,  524  Col- 
lege Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805.        [*] 

Mr.  Frado  is  Manager  of  Stewardship 
and  Planned  Giving  for  The  Brethren 
Church. 
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A  Vision  in  Our  Hearts  for 
Reopening  Eden  Bible  Institute 


By  Mariela  and  Eduardo  Rodriguez 


In  the  April  Evangelist  (p.  8),  James  Frado  told 
about  plans  to  reopen  Eden  Bible  Institute  in  Argen- 
tina and  appealed  for  Brethren  support  for  this  plan. 
In  the  following  article,  a  young  Argentine  couple  who 
have  responded  to  God's  call  for  restoration  of  the 
Eden  ministry  tell  us  more  about  these  plans. 

A  few  words  about  us 

BOTH  OF  US  grew  up  in  Christian  homes. 
Eduardo's  parents  pastor  the  Colon  Brethren 
Church  in  Buenos  Aires  Province.  His  older  sister 
and  her  husband 
served  for  eleven 
years  as  mission- 
aries in  Japan. 

Mariela's  fam- 
ily is  also  Chris- 
tian. Her  mother 
serves  as  a  dea- 
coness and  is  ac- 
tive in  the  infir- 
mary ministry  of 
the  Colon  Church. 

Eduardo  gradu- 
ated from  college 
in    1994   with   a     Mariela  and  Eduardo  Rodriguez 

bachelor's  degree  in  theology.  Mariela's  education 
includes  a  degree  in  speech  and  hearing  therapy  as 
well  as  studies  at  the  seminary  in  Buenos  Aires.  On 
August  6,  1995,  only  six  days  after  our  wedding,  we 
arrived  in  Ashland  to  begin  our  studies  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  (ATS).  We  both  enrolled  in 
the  Master  of  Arts  in  Biblical  Studies  program. 

Our  experience  during  the  last  two  years  at  ATS 
has  been  unique.  The  opportunity  we've  been  given 
to  acquire  a  superior  education  was  made  possible 
by  the  support  of  ATS,  and  especially  of  Dr.  Fred 
Finks,  the  Missionary  Board,  the  Winding  Waters 
and  Smoky  Row  Brethren  Churches,  and  Dr.  Juan 
Carlos  and  Maria  Miranda.  Without  their  support, 
we  could  not  possibly  have  come  to  Ashland. 

The  Lord  has  given  us  this  opportunity  to  receive 
an  excellent  education  so  that  we  might  go  back  to 
Argentina  and  share  with  our  brothers  and  sisters 
all  that  the  Lord  has  given  us.  During  our  two  years 
in  Ashland,  we  have  missed  the  services  in  our  church 
in  Colon.  But  we  came  in  response  to  God's  call,  and 
going  back  to  Argentina  is  part  of  that  call. 


About  the  Eden  Project 


The  Brethren  Church  in  Argentina  suffers 
greatly  from  the  lack  of  a  center  of  theological  edu- 
cation for  pastors  and  leaders.  Several  Christian 
brothers  and  sisters  have  left  the  denomination  for 
this  very  reason.  We  believe  that  after  80  years  of 
existence,  The  Brethren  Church  in  Argentina  must 
have  a  center  of  training — not  only  for  pastors  in 
Argentina  but  for  pastors  in  all  of  Latin  America. 

The  Eden  Bible  Institute  closed  its  doors  in  the 
late  1970s.  Today  almost  nothing  remains  from  the 
Institute.  There  is,  however,  a  significantly  large 
group  of  students  currently  involved  in  Theological 
Education  by  Extension  (TEE)  programs.  But  these 
programs  do  not  offer  accredited  certificates,  and 
the  educational  materials  provided  by  other  de- 
nominations do  not  have  a  Brethren  background. 

Reopening  Eden  Bible  Institute  demands  restruc- 
turing the  program  from  the  ground  up,  including 
the  curriculum,  faculty,  facilities,  library,  accredi- 
tation, etc.  The  first  step  will  be  to  improve  the 
TEE  system  with  an  accredited  program.  We  are 
planning  to  implement  this  new  program  in  March 
1998.  ATS  and  Brethren  Missions  have  made  a  com- 
mitment to  provide  financial  and  academic  support. 
Several  ATS  professors  and  Brethren  pastors  have 
offered  to  teach  intensive  courses  in  Argentina. 

Even  though  the  need  for  a  theological  school  is 
great,  the  economic  situation  in  Argentina  makes  it 
a  true  challenge.  Still,  the  Eden  project  is  a  vision 
that  the  Lord  has  put  in  our  hearts,  and  we  believe 
that  He  will  do  wonders  among  us.  Today  we  see 
just  a  small  part  of  this  enterprise,  but  by  faith  we 
praise  God  for  the  opportunity  to  become  a  team- 
based  ministry — The  Brethren  Church  in  Argen- 
tina in  partnership  with  The  Brethren  Church  in 
the  United  States.  This  is  very  exciting! 

We  ask  you  to  take  a  moment  to  consider  how  you 
can  help  us  achieve  this  objective.  By  becoming  a 
part  of  the  team,  you  will  be  supporting  a  ministry 
through  which  many  will  be  reached  with  the  Gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ  resulting  in  even  more  being 
prepared  for  the  ministry  of  our  God.  [ft} 

Your  contributions  for  the  revival  of  Eden  Bible 
Institute  may  be  made  through  your  church  or  sent 
directly  to  The  Brethren  Church  National  Office,  524 
College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805. 
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Rediscovering  Our  Brethren  Heritage 
in  the  Cell  Church  Ministry 

By  P.  Keith  Bennett 


WHAT  ARE  the  implications  of 
our  name,  BRETHREN?  The 
words  of  Jesus  in  Matthew  12:50 
give  us  one  clue: 

He  replied,  "Who  is  my  mother, 
and  who  are  my  brothers?" Point- 
ing to  His  disciples,  He  said, 
"Here  are  my  mother  and  my 
brothers.  For  whoever  does  the 
will  of  my  Father  in  heaven  is  my 
brother  and  sister  and  mother." 

According  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
Brethren  are  people  who  do  the  will 
of  God.  Surely  this  means  that  they 
build  their  lives  on  biblical  princi- 
ples. Out  of  the  discovery  of  biblical 
principles,  which  reveal  the  nature 
of  God,  values  are  to  be  developed. 
It  is  obvious  that  people  do  what 
they  value  and  value  what  they  do. 

The  founding  Brethren,  a  group 
of  eight  people — five  men  and  three 
women — diligently  searched  the 
Scriptures  to  discover  what  the 
church  should  be.  They  sought  to 
build  their  lives  and  the  emerging 
church  on  biblical  principles.  As  they 
began,  a  concerned  friend  advised 
them  to  "Count  well  the  cost,"  for 
the  friend  knew  that  persecution 
would  soon  arise.  This  prompted 
the  Brethren  to  adopt  the  phrase 
"Count  the  cost"  as  their  motto. 

Brethren  means  family 

Brethren  means  something  else. 
It  means  family;  it  means  commu- 
nity; it  refers  to  a  group  of  people 
who  have  come  to  know  Jesus 
Christ  as  saving  Lord — who  are 
called  to  be  committed  to  Jesus  as 
Lord  and  to  one  another  as  His 
Body.  This  community,  or  biblical 
intimacy,  is  one  of  the  great  values 
of  the  Brethren.  It  is  described  in 
1  John  1:3-4. 

We  proclaim  to  you  what  we  have 
seen  and  heard,  so  that  you  also 
may  have  fellowship  with  us.  And 
our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father 
and  with  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ.  We 
write  this  to  make  our  joy  complete. 

Another  outstanding  value  of  the 


Brethren  is  their  emphasis  on  God 
as  Trinity.  Our  baptism,  commun- 
ion, doxology,  and  benedictions  all 
emphasize  God  as  three-in-one. 

God  in  community 

Why  is  God  Trinity?  We  know  that 
He  is  because  Scripture  reveals 
Him  to  be  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Spirit — three  Persons  in  one  es- 
sence. Unity  in  diversity.  In  his 
book,  Where  Do  We  Go  From  Here? 
Ralph  Neighbors  makes  this  pow- 
erful point: 

Where  there  are  three,  there  is — 
for  the  first  time — community. 
There  must  be  at  least  three  be- 
fore community  can  exist.  God,  by 
His  very  nature,  has  always  lived 
in  the  richness  which  exists  only 
in  community. 

Neighbors  also  notes: 

In  Genesis  1:26,  God  said,  'Let  us 
make  man  in  our  image,  accord- 
ing to  our  likeness.'  Human  be- 
ings were  created  for  community. 
An  essential  characteristic  of  love 
is  its  desire  to  enlarge  commu- 
nity. Community  is  the  place  of 
giving  and  receiving,  the  continu- 
ous actions  which  take  place 
wherever  there  is  true  community. 

In  a  similar  vein,  Elton  True- 
blood  wrote: 

Much  of  the  uniqueness  of  Chris- 
tianity, in  its  original  emergence, 
consisted  of  the  fact  that  simple 
people  could  be  amazingly  power- 
ful when  they  were  members  one 
of  another. 

The  early  Brethren  had  a  high 
level  of  biblical  community.  Today, 
Christian  leaders  from  many  back- 
grounds, including  the  Brethren,  are 
troubled  that  great  numbers  of  peo- 
ple are  leaving  churches  and  that 
many  churches  appear  stagnant. 
What  is  going  on?  Why  do  people 
leave?  Why  aren't  these  churches 
more  vital  and  effective? 

Francis  Shaffer  hit  the  nail  on 
the  head  when  he  wrote  several 
years  ago,  "I  am  convinced  that  in 


the  20th  century  people  all  over  the 
world  will  not  listen  if  we  have  the 
right  doctrine,  the  right  polity,  but 
are  not  exhibiting  community." 

People  often  leave  churches  be- 
cause those  churches  have  not  been 
able  to  make  God  vital  to  them  in 
their  life  situations.  That  is,  they 
have  not  experienced  God  in  com- 
munity! Could  it  be  that  we  have  to 
some  extent  lost  touch  with  our 
core  values  as  Brethren? 

Several  years  ago  Rev.  John 
Brownsberger,  Dr.  Richard  Allison, 
my  brother  Kent,  and  I  attended  a 
believers'  church  conference  in  Chi- 
cago. We  were  thrilled  to  discover 
the  extent  to  which  early  Brethren 
were  in  touch  with  many  core  bibli- 
cal principles. 

Recently  Tom  and  Tiona  Conrad 
and  my  wife  Marjorie  and  I  at- 
tended a  training  conference  in 
Davenport,  Iowa,  on  cell  church 
ministry.  Once  again  many  of  the 
core  values  of  the  Brethren  were 
repeatedly  set  forth.  Is  it  possible 
that  God  has  chosen  to  renew  the 
Brethren  by  helping  us  get  in  touch 
more  deeply  with  our  core  values 
by  exposing  us  to  the  cell  church 
concept? 

Cell  church  values 

Let  me  set  forth  some  of  those 
values.  People  in  the  cell  church  are 
advised  to  "Count  the  cost."  They  are 
called  to  come  and  die  to  false  val- 
ues in  order  to  experience  Christ's 
presence,  purpose,  and  power. 

In  the  cell  church,  every  Chris- 
tian is  a  minister,  that  is,  each  has 
something  to  contribute  for  the  good 
and  growth  of  all  in  the  Body.  This 
is  the  believers'  church  in  action. 
This  is  Martin  Luther's  "priesthood 
of  every  believer"  at  work. 

In  the  cell  church,  leaders  are  called 
to  lead  out  of  an  attitude  of  servant- 
hood.  Everyone  in  the  Body  needs 
this  attitude.  Indeed,  the  way  to 
greatness  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  is 
through  servanthood.  Isn't  that 
John  13  and  the  footwashing  prin- 
ciple at  work? 

In  the  life  of  the  cell  church,  there 
are  several  levels  of  accountability 
so  that  each  believer  is  challenged 
and  helped  to  grow  up  in  Christ 
Jesus.  Indeed,  discipling  of  many 
kinds,  including  discipline,  takes 
(continued  on  page  9) 
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Dear  Ladies, 

Well,  has  summer  arrived  where 
you  live?  It  hasn't  in  Ohio!  I'm 
ready  to  move!  The  rain  is  really 
helping  the  grass  grow,  but  it  has 
been  too  wet  to  plant  flowers. 
Hopefully,  by  the  time  you  read 
this,  we  will  have  had  many  nice 
days  to  finish  our  yard  work. 

It's  difficult  not  to  "grumble" 
about  the  weather!  As  I  thought 
about  my  tendency  to  complain 
about  the  weather,  I  remembered 
an  article  I  read  in  a  local  paper. 
The  question  was  asked,  "If  you 
were  arrested  today  for  being  a 
Christian,  would  there  be  enough 
evidence  to  convict  you?" 

That  makes  you  think  of  how  you 
appear  to  the  world.  Do  we  realize 
as  Christians  that  we  are  ambas- 
sadors of  God?  We  are  placed  in  all 
walks  of  life:  doctors,  nurses,  teach- 
ers, secretaries,  waitresses,  police- 
men, stay-at-home  moms;  the  list 
is  long.  Christians  are  lights  in  a 
dark  world.  We  smile  when  all 
around  us  are  angry;  we  are  kind, 
gentle,  and  willing  to  give.  Chris- 
tians make  you  feel  better  being  in 
the  same  room  with  them.  I  work 
with  many  people  who  are  Chris- 
tians. Their  actions  speak  loudly. 
The  evidence  is  there. 

Do  you  love  one  another?  Do  you 
help  one  another?  Do  you  do  it 
from  the  heart?  John  13:34-35 
says: 

(continued  in  column  3) 


Devotions  Given  by  Carolyn  Brandon 
at  W.M.S.  District  Conference 

April  17,  1997;  Louisville,  Ohio 


WORSHIP  is  not  a  spectator 
sport!  Yet  too  often  we  have  the 
FALSE  impression  that  ministers 
and  choirs  are  putting  on  the  serv- 
ices and  we  are  the  spectators. 

However,  that  is  not  the  case. 
Properly  understood,  everyone  in 
the  service  is  part  of  the  worship 
and  God  is  the  audience. 

In  Nehemiah  9:5b-6,  we  read: 

Stand  up  and  bless  the  Lord 
your  God 

Forever  and  ever! 

Blessed  be  your  glorious  name, 

Which  is  exalted  above  all  bless- 
ings and  praise! 

You  alone  are  the  Lord. 

You  have  made  heaven, 

the  heaven  of  heavens,  with  all 
their  host, 

The  earth  and  everything  on  it, 

The  seas  and  all  that  is  in 
them, 

And  you  preserve  them  all. 

The  host  of  heaven  worships 
You. 

The  Psalms  are  a  rich  source  of 
examples  of  worship,  since  they 
were  used  in  the  temple  worship  of 
Israel.  Using  the  Psalms  as  our 
pattern,  we  see  that  music,  prayer, 
and  the  Scripture  are  integral  to 
our  praise  and  worship  of  the  Lord. 

Listen  to  these  verses:  First, 
Psalm  81:1-2: 

Sing  aloud  to  God  our  strength: 

Make  a  joyful  shout  to  the  God 
of  Jacob! 

Raise  a  song  and  strike  the  tim- 
brel, 

The  pleasant  harp  with  the  lute. 
And  Psalm  84:1-2,  4: 

How  lovely  is  your  tabernacle, 

O  Lord  of  hosts! 

My  soul  longs,  yes,  even  faints 


For  the  courts  of  the  Lord; 

My  heart  and  my  flesh  cry  out 
for  the  living  God. 

Blessed  are  those  who  dwell  in 
your  house; 

They  will  still  be  praising  you. 
Selah. 

We  gather  together  to  publicly 
declare  God's  significance,  value, 
and  worth.  Seen  this  way,  each 
participant  in  the  worship  service 
has  a  role  to  play. 

One  key  to  worshiping  God  in 
public  is  to  be  certain  that  you 
mean  everything  that  is  said, 
sung,  and  prayed.  If  you  are  not 
careful,  you  will  find  yourself  sing- 
ing songs  you  do  not  think  about, 
affirming  what  you  do  not  under- 
stand, and  thinking  of  other  things 
during  prayer. 

Don't  just  attend  church  services 

—WORSHIP  OUR  GREAT  GOD. 

He  wants  us  to  worship  Him  and  be 

a  participant,  not  just  a  spectator. 

(Excerpts  from  Quiet  Walk) 


President's  Pen  (continued) 

Love  one  another.  As  I  have 
loved  you,  so  you  must  love  one 
another.  By  this  all  men  will 
know  that  you  are  my  disciples, 
if  you  love  one  another. 
How  about  you?  Is  there  enough 
evidence  to  convict  you,  if  you  were 
arrested  for  being  a  Christian? 

Conference  time  is  fast  ap- 
proaching. I  hope  you  are  looking 
forward  to  seeing  the  Kumars  from 
India  and  the  Ruggles  from  Mex- 
ico. They  will  be  at  Conference  and 
I  know  they  are  anxious  to  visit 
with  all  of  you.  Come  and  join  in 
(continued  on  page  4) 
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SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT 

Susan  Kidd,  the  SE  District 
president,  reported  that  45  ladies 
attended  a  Stress  Management 
Day  on  March  22,  hosted  by  the  St. 
Luke  ladies  in  Woodstock,  Vir- 
ginia. Of  the  total,  30  were  W.M.S. 
members,  which  meant  15  were 
visitors! 

The  presenter  was  Robin  Womer, 
chaplain  at  Rockingham  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Harrisonburg.  Talking 
about  stress  management  from  a 
Biblical  perspective,  she  began  her 
talk  by  saying  that  it  was  nice  to 
talk  to  a  group  of  Christians,  be- 
cause, for  the  Christian,  faith  is 
the  key  to  living  with  stress  in  our 
lives. 

"We  must  confirm  that  God  is  in 
control,"  she  continued.  She  en- 
couraged those  present  to  share 
their  biggest  stressors.  One  was  "If 
I  take  time  for  myself,  I  must  pay 
it  back  in  some  way."  Robin  stated 
that  saying  no  to  one  thing  is  say- 
ing yes  to  something  else;  i.e.,  fam- 
ily, quiet  time  with  God,  etc.  She 
talked  about  how  to  say  no. 

Robin  distributed  copies  of  Stress 
Gauge  One  (Life  Change  Index) 
and  Stress  Gauge  Two  (Lifestyle 
Survey)  from  The  Stress  Audit  for 
ladies  to  check  themselves.  Her 
presentation  was  well-received. 

During  the  brief  business  meet- 
ing, the  group  decided  to  have  an- 
other special  interest  day  next 
spring.  The  project  offering  for 
Maria  Miranda's  radio  program 
was  received  and  totaled  $513. 

Complementing  the  day's  theme 
was  a  handout  from  Sharyl  Fin- 
neyfrock,  St.  Luke  W.M.S.  presi- 
dent, entitled  'The  Courage  to  be 
Myself." 

From  a  long  list,  I  have  selected 
these: 

/  have  the  courage  to  .  .  . 

Embrace  my  strengths 

Make  my  own  decisions  and 
choices 

Realize  that  I  have  emotional 
and  practical  rights 

Talk  as  nicely  to  myself  as  I  do 
to  my  plants 

Honor  my  own  needs 

Give  myself  credit  for  my 
accomplishments 


Grant  myself  permission  to  play 
Quit  being  a  Responsibility 

Sponge 
Insist  on  being  paid  fairly  for 

what  I  do 
Have  realistic  expectations 
Be  totally  honest  with  myself 
Plant  "flower"  not  "weed" 

thoughts  in  my  mind 
Fill  my  own  cup  first,  then 

nourish  others  from  the 

overflow 
Value  my  intuition  and  wisdom 
Celebrate  the  differences 

between  men  and  women 
Develop  healthy,  supportive 

relationships 
Accept  myself  just  as  I  am 

now. 


NORTHEAST  OHIO 

The  Northeast  Ohio  W.M.S.  rally 
was  held  at  the  North  Georgetown 
Brethren  Church  April  12,  1997. 
Carolyn  Brandon  sent  the  follow- 
ing report. 

Forty  women  registered  and 
were  served  delicious  Fruit  Swirl 
Coffee  Cake  before  gathering  in  the 
beautifully  decorated  sanctuary, 
which  depicted  the  theme  "Bloom 
Where  You  Are  Planted." 

The  trio,  "Damascus  Road,"  led 
in  praise  and  worship.  Wanda 
Powell,  district  president,  con- 
ducted the  business.  Names  of  the 
girls  receiving  the  Marge  Fund 
were  read  and  the  project  offering 
was  received.  This  year's  project 
was  an  offering  for  the  Northview 
Brethren  Life  Church  of  Franklin, 
Ohio. 

Shirley  Black,  the  national 
W.M.S.  president,  expressed  her 
gratefulness  for  the  many  prayers, 
letters,  and  cards  she  has  received. 

"Damascus  Road"  continued 
their  program  and  used  the  par- 
able of  the  seed  and  the  sower 
(Luke  8:4-15).  They  sang  many 
original  songs  and  the  three  differ- 
ent varieties  of  soil  were  displayed. 
They  related  the  condition  of  the 
soil  to  the  condition  of  our  lives. 
Sometimes  we  are  rocky  soil  and 
nothing  good  can  be  grown;  some- 
times we  are  full  of  weeds  and  not 


able  to  do  the  work  God  has  called 
us  to  do;  then  there  is  the  fertile 
rich  soil  and,  when  we  have  this 
condition,  we  are  effective  workers 
for  Jesus  Christ. 

Decorations  in  the  fellowship 
hall  carried  out  the  day's  theme, 
complete  even  with  a  lady  gar- 
dener and  wheelbarrow.  The  ladies 
of  the  Carrie  Stoffer  W.M.S.  and 
the  Evelyn  Mercer  W.M.S.  served 
homemade  vegetable  and  chicken 
noodle  soups,  gelatin  salads,  and 
delicious  homemade  apple  dump- 
lings. 

Wanda  Powell  led  the  ladies  in 
singing  "Holy  Ground"  and  praying 
the  W.M.S.  benediction. 

Carolyn  included  the  recipe  for 
the  Fruit  Swirl  Coffeecake: 
W2.  cups  sugar 

V5  cup  softened  margarine/butter 
V*z  cup  shortening 
Wl  tsp.  baking  powder 
1  tsp.  vanilla 
4  eggs 

Blend  together  on  low  speed, 
then  beat  3  minutes  on  high  speed. 

Stir  in 
3  cups  flour. 

Spread  V$  batter  in  15V2"  x  10 W 
greased  pan,  spread  on  batter 
1  large  can  pie  filling. 

Drop  remaining  dough  on  pie 
filling. 

Bake  in  350°  oven  45  minutes. 
When  cool,  glaze  with 
1  cup  confectioner's  sugar 
1-2  Tblsp.  milk 
V2  tsp.  vanilla 
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The  W.M.S.  Executive  Board  rec- 
ommends the  following  books  for 
your  reading  during  1997-98. 
From  this  list,  we  suggest  each 
member  read  a  minimum  of  two 
books  for  spiritual  growth.  The 
books  will  be  available  at  General 
Conference. 

Missions 

YOU  START  WITH  ONE  by  Deo 
Miller;  $8.50 

An  American  couple  left  their 
living  room  behind  and  went  to  Sri 
Lanka  to  find  a  way  to  help.  They 
faced  the  dilemma  of  "where  to 
start"  by  locating  a  home  for  just 
one  abandoned  child.  They  now  help 
thousands  of  children  each  year. 

Missionary  Women 

ALABASTER  DOVES  by  Linda 
Holland;  $8.50 

Meet  eight  women,  quiet  heroines 
who  lived  their  day-to-day  lives  in 
an  extraordinary  fashion.  These 
women  knew  what  it  meant  to  be 
godly  women.  Their  choices,  pas- 
sions, and  commitments  will  encour- 
age you  to  fulfill  your  destiny  as 
the  woman  God  created  you  to  be. 

Fiction 

MELCHIZEDEK,  KING  OF  JE- 
RUSALEM by  Ellen  Gunderson 
Traylor;  $8.50 

In  the  climatic  days  following 
the  Great  Flood,  Noah  and  his  de- 
scendants came  forth  from  the  ark 
and  set  out  to  repopulate  the 
earth.  Some — the  faithful  matri- 
arch Carisa,  her  beloved  son  Ca- 
naan— would  choose  God's  way. 
Others — the  bitter  Ham,  the  blas- 
phemous Nimrod — would  blindly 
strike  paths  of  their  own.  As  the 
reluctant  warrior  Melchizedek  cou- 
rageously shepherds  the  righteous, 
Nimrod  challenges  Melchizedek's 
kingship  and,  in  his  lust  for  power, 
wages  war  on  God  Himself. 

THE  MUSIC  BOX  by  T.  Davis 
Bunn;  $11.50 

A  tender  love  story  that  captures 
the  heart  and  mind. 
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WHISPERING  BROOK  FARM 
by  Carrie  Bender;  $6.50 

This  book  is  about  the  Peter- 
sheims,  a  loving,  close-knit  Amish 
family,  surrounded  by  relatives, 
friends,  and  their  church. 

Biblical  History 

JESUS:  MEET  HIM  AGAIN 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  by  Paul 
Smith;  $11.50 

A  warm  and  encouraging  jour- 
ney back  to  first  century  Palestine 
where  we  are  invited  to  walk  with 
the  most  astonishing  man  in  all 
history.  Its  sensitive  and  moving 
portrait  of  the  Savior  prompts  us 
to  explore  what  it  means  to  follow 
Him  today. 

Social  Concerns 

KINDRED  SISTERS  by  Dandi 
Daley  Mackall;  $10.50 

This  is  an  excellent  account  of 
relating  the  concerns  and  problems 
of  New  Testament  women  to  those 
concerns  being  dealt  with  today. 

Survival/Humor 

LIVING  SOMEWHERE  BE- 
TWEEN ESTROGEN  AND 
DEATH  by  Barbara  Johnson; 
$10.50 

This  is  a  delightful  recipe  for  liv- 
ing life  to  the  fullest  in  your  later 
years  and  spiced  with  loads  of 
laughter.  The  author  shows  how  to 
age  ferociously  instead  of  grace- 
fully! 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 

Ladies,  by  now  you  know  that 
the  General  Conference  of  the 
Brethren  Churches  is  in  South 
Bend,  Indiana,  August  4-8,  at 
Saint  Mary's  College. 

The  W.M.S.  sessions  will  be 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  2:00-3:30. 
The  W.M.S.  luncheon  is  Wednes- 
day, August  6,  at  12:30  and  will  be 
served  in  the  cafeteria.  The  menu 
includes:  garden  salad,  green 
beans,  lasagna,  rolls  and  butter, 
beverages,  and  dessert.  The  cost  is 
$8.25.  You  and  I  know  we  ladies 
don't  need  such  a  full  meal  at 
noon;  however,  the  rest  of  the  af- 
ternoon is  unscheduled.  There  is 
no  banquet  in  the  evening.  In  fact, 
you  can  walk  and  skip  supper,  if 
you  wish! 


We  will  be  blessed  with  the  pres- 
ence of  some  of  our  missionary  la- 
dies. Plan  to  hear  them  and  learn 
how  your  missionary  dollars  are 
used  in  this  country  and  around 
the  world.  Remember,  we  are  a 
missionary  organization! 

Judy  Eckerley  is  planning  a 
"Great  Kids  Program,"  which  in- 
cludes a  trip  to  the  zoo  and  pup- 
pets. SO,  bring  your  children 
along! 


CMissionartj 
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David  and  Jenny  Loi  are  the 
missionary  family  for  July.  Their 
children  are  Rebecca  and  Stephen. 
Rebecca  is  still  at  home,  but 
Stephen  has  attended  Ashland 
University  for  two  years.  David 
continues  pastoral  responsibilities 
and  Jenny  works  in  a  maternity 
hospital. 

Home  mission  pastors  are  the 
August  missionaries.  Tom  and 
Debbie  Sprowls  pastor  the  Living 
Hope  congregation  in  Medina, 
Ohio;  Mike  and  Pam  Sove  pastor 
the  Northview  Brethren  Life  Church 
in  Franklin,  Ohio.  Both  groups  are 
relatively  new  and  growing.  Pray 
that  those  who  visit  will  recognize 
that  God's  Word  is  being  preached 
and  that  He  wants  to  be  their  per- 
sonal Lord  and  Savior. 

Todd  and  Tracy  Ruggles  will  be 
home  this  summer  for  rest  and 
deputation.  Plan  to  hear  them  at 
General  Conference.  This  spring 
they  moved  the  church  out  of  their 
home  to  a  small  warehouse,  where 
the  church  can  expand!  Its  central 
location  is  an  answer  to  specific 
prayers.  In  early  May  the  Mexican 
Brethren  hosted  a  pastors'  retreat 
for  pastors,  wives,  and  children.  The 
conference  was  lead  by  Reilly  and 
Cindy  Smith,  Ken  and  Jeanette 
Sullivan,  and  Ray  and  Marilyn 
Aspinall.  It  was  an  experience  full 
of  blessings  for  everyone. 


Sziving  Update 

Dear  Ladies, 

The  quilt  auction  has  always 
been  a  special  part  of  Conference, 
and  I  know  many  enjoy  watching 
and  participating  in  the  quilting. 
However,  due  to  the  small  number 
of  quilt  squares  that  I  have  re- 
ceived, it  appears  that  we  will  not 
have  an  auction  this  year. 

If  working  on  the  quilt  squares 
or  other  projects  for  the  auction  is 
not  something  you  want  to  con- 
tinue doing,  perhaps  it  is  time  to 
reevaluate  our  priorities  and  time, 
and  use  them  in  other  mission  en- 
deavors. I  would  appreciate  input 
from  you  about  this. 

Should  you  want  to  continue  to 
make  quilt  squares,  once  again 
here  are  the  guidelines: 

(1)  Use  all-cotton  fabric.  Please 
be  sure  that  the  finished  size  is  at 
least  8W  with  the  design  less 
than  8". 

(2)  Make  your  designs  needle- 
work (embroidery,  cross-stitch,  ap- 
plique, pieced,  etc.).  Do  not  use 
fabric  paints,  etc.  The  needlework 
adds  to  the  beauty  of  the  finished 
projects. 

(3)  Squares  can  be  sent  anytime 
to  me  at  9300  S.  St.  Rt.  3,  Muncie, 
IN  43702. 

God  bless  you, 
Joan  Merrill 
Sewing  Coordinator 


President's  Pen  (continued) 

the  fellowship  with  other  Brethren. 
Bring  a  group  of  ladies  with  you 
from  your  church  for  the  W.M.S. 
luncheon  on  Wednesday  and  for  the 
W.M.S.  sessions  on  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  afternoons. 

Please  keep  Jeanette  Sullivan  in 
your  prayers.  She  is  the  editor  of 
the  Devotional  Guide  and  can  use 
our  prayers  as  she  prepares  for 
Conference. 

See  you  in  South  Bend. 
God  Bless  You. 


%  tiktofs  hiding 


Shirley 


Dear  Friend, 

All  the  information  about  Gen- 
eral Conference  and  the  W.M.S. 
sessions  indicate  that  planning  has 
been  in  progress  for  several  months. 
Because  Conference  is  in  a  new 
location,  some  things  will  be  differ- 
ent. Don't  panic! 

Marilyn  Aspinall  has  special  de- 
votional programs  planned,  which 
will  be  inspirational  to  all  of  us. 

Remember  that  the  W.M.S. 
meetings  are  open  to  all  women; 
they  are  not  restricted  to  members 
only.  If  you  are  interested  in  sup- 
porting the  missionary  endeavors 
of  The  Brethren  Church,  you  are 
especially  invited. 

Through  the  years  the  Women's 
Missionary  Society  has  concen- 
trated its  efforts  on  missions.  A 
partial  list  of  projects  includes  the 
Eden  Bible  Institute  in  Argentina, 
the  boys'  and  girls'  orphanages  in 
India,  church  properties  in  Malay- 
sia and  currently  in  Peru,  and 
Memorial  Chapel  at  Ashland  Uni- 
versity. Annual  offerings  are  given 
to  Riverside  Christian  School  in 
Lost  Creek,  Kentucky,  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary,  and  Ash- 
land University. 

It  is  exciting  to  be  a  part  of  an 
on-going,  active,  mission-minded 
organization!  When  our  individual 
small  offerings  are  combined,  the 
Lord  blesses  them  for  His  minis- 
try! And  our  prayers  work  the 
same  way! 

At  the  Executive  Board  meeting 
May  10,  Joanne  Kroft  compli- 
mented all  of  you  in  being  super 
cooperative!  Checks  for  dues,  the 
project  and  thank  offerings,  and 
the  seminary  are  being  properly 
channeled  through  her,  even 
though  the  ultimate  destination  of 
your  offering  is  elsewhere — such 
as  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
or  Kentucky.  We  have  a  more  ac- 
curate accounting  of  W.M.S.  offer- 
ings because  you  send  your 
offerings  through  the  W.M.S.  finan- 
cial secretary. 

Joanne  also  said  nearly  100%  of 
the  societies  returned  the  member- 
ship list  with  their  dues  checks. 
This  is  a  tremendous  help  to  both 


Joanne  and  Ginny  Hoyt,  subscrip- 
tion secretary.  Please  keep  up  your 
good  cooperation. 

Special  prayer  concerns  were  ex- 
pressed: 

•  Pray  for  another  couple  to  join 
Todd  and  Tracy  Ruggles  in  Mexico 
City. 

•  Seek  God's  leading  in  incorpo- 
rating other  women's  groups  in 
special  projects;  i.e.,  Mother- 
Daughter  parties.  Don't  let  age  be 
a  barrier;  we  have  much  to  learn 
from  each  other. 

•  District  officers  who  regularly 
evaluate  commitments. 

Through  reminders  from  the 
Holy  Spirit,  pray  for  these  con- 
cerns. 

The  W.M.S.  lost  a  faithful  helper 
with  the  death  of  Jeanette  Sulli- 
van's husband,  Ken.  Ken  was  an 
outstanding  pastor  and  served  the 
denomination  on  many  boards  and 
committees.  In  addition,  one  other 
act  of  service  was  his  assistance  to 
Jeanette  in  the  final  layout  of  the 
Devotional  Guide.  In  this  case,  he 
was  the  editor's  helpmeet,  giving 
his  expertise  in  the  graphics  and 
layout. 

In  her  report  to  the  Executive 
Board  May  10,  Jeanette  said  that 
the  1997-98  theme  for  the  Devo- 
tional Guide  is  focused  on  the  "joy 
found  in  serving  Christ  as  we  so- 
journ through  life  and  look  to  the 
promise  of  spending  eternity  with 
Him!"  In  the  Lord's  perfect  timing, 
Ken  is  experiencing  that  joy!  For 
Jeanette  and  her  two  daughters, 
pray  for  their  comfort,  peace,  and 
guidance. 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  at 
Conference  in  South  Bend.  Should 
no  one  from  your  organization  be 
able  to  come,  please  send  your 
checks  for  project  offerings  and 
thank  offerings  to  Joanne  Kroft, 
608  Twp.  Road  1151,  RD  5,  Ash- 
land, Ohio  44805. 


Your  friend, 


Joan 
Women's  Outlook  Newsletter 


General  Conference  Preview 


An  Introduction  to  the  1997 
General  Conference  Speakers 


Moderator  John  Shultz 


BRETHREN  will  have  the  op- 
portunity to  hear  a  variety  of 
speakers  during  General  Confer- 
ence this  year. 

Presenting  the  initial  challenge — 
at  the  Opening  Celebration  on  Mon- 
day evening — will  be  Dr.  John  C. 
Shultz, 
this  year's 
General 
Conference 
Moderator. 
Dr.  Shultz 
is  professor 
of  Pastoral 
Counseling 
at  Ashland 
Theologi- 
cal Sem- 
inary and 
also  oper- 
ates a  private  counseling  practice 
in  Ashland.  He  has  degrees  from 
both  Ashland  University  (B.A.)  and 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
(M.Div.),  and  a  Ph.D.  in  psychology 
from  Purdue  University.  His  mes- 
sage will  relate  to  the  Conference 
theme,  "Grasp  the  Vision." 

The  speaker  during  Tuesday 
night's  worship  service  will  be  Dr. 
Aubrey  M.  Malphurs,  a  nationally 
recognized 
authority 
on  church 
leadership. 
Dr.  Mal- 
phurs will 
address 
the  ques- 
tion, "What 
Kind  of 
Church 
Will  God 
Use  in  the 
Dr.  Aubrey  Malphurs  21st  Cen- 
tury?" More  information  about  Dr. 
Malphurs  appeared  in  last  month's 
issue  of  the  EVANGELIST  (p.  8). 

Women  attending  Conference  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  hear  Breth- 
ren missionary  Nirmala  Kumar 
during  the  Women's  Luncheon  on 
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Wednes- 
day. Mrs. 
Kumar  as- 
sists her 
husband 
Prasanth 
with  the 
work  of  the 
Brethren 
Mission  in 
India. 
Through 
their  dedi- 
cated     ef-  Nirmala  Kumar 

forts,  God  has  raised  up  a  church  of 
approximately  5,000  members  in 
Andhra  Pradesh  (state)  in  India. 
Mrs.  Kumar  has  a  Bachelor  of  Sci- 
ence degree,  a  graduate  degree  in 
teaching,  and  a  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  from  the  Asia  Graduate  School 
of  Theology.  She  is  also  the  mother 
of  three  children,  two  daughters 
and  a  son.  The  Kumar's  son,  Sud- 
hir,  was  recently  consecrated  as  a 
missionary  for  service  in  the  Breth- 
ren Mission  in  India. 

The  focus  on  missions  will  con- 
tinue during  the  Wednesday  eve- 
ning worship,  which  is  being 
planned  by  the  Missionary  Minis- 
tries Council.  The  speaker  for  this 
service  will  be  Rev.  Hal  Seed,  pas- 
tor of  New  Song  Church  in  Ocean- 
side,  Calif.  (A  picture  of  Rev.  Seed 
was  not  available  at  press  time.) 

Brethren  will  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  hear  up-to-date  information 
about  current  relief  and  development 
efforts  of 
World  Re- 
lief of  the 
National 
Association 
of  Evan- 
gel i  c  a  1  s 
during  the 
World  Re- 
lief Lunch 
on  Thurs- 
day. The 
speaker  for 
this   event  Arne  Bergstrom 


will  be  Arne  Bergstrom,  Asia 
Regional  Director  and  Disaster 
Response  Director  for  World  Relief. 
A  graduate  of  Bethel  College  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  Bergstrom  served  with 
World  Vision  for  15  years  in  the 
Philippines,  Papua  New  Guinea, 
Sudan,  and  the  World  Vision  inter- 
national office,  before  joining  World 
Relief  in  1992.  As  Asia  Regional  Di- 
rector, he  is  responsible  for  pro- 
gram management  of  World  Relief 
projects  in  Bangladesh,  Cambodia, 
India,  Myanmar,  Pakistan,  Thai- 
land, and  Vietnam.  As  Disaster  Re- 
sponse Director,  he  oversees  World 
Reliefs  emergency  responses  to  dis- 
asters both  in  the  U.S.  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
will  be  providing  leadership  for  the 
Thursday  evening  worship  service. 

This  in- 
cludes the 
message, 
which  will 
be  pre- 
sented by 
one  of  the 
seminary's 
own,  Dr. 
Marvin  A. 
McMickle, 
associate 

professor 
Dr.  Marvin  McMickle      Qf  hornilet- 

ics  at  ATS.  Not  only  does  he  teach 
preaching,  he  is  an  excellent  practi- 
tioner, and  he  hones  his  skill  regu- 
larly at  the  Antioch  Baptist  Church 
in  Cleveland,  where  he  pastors.  He 
has  degrees  from  Aurora  Univer- 
sity, Union  and  Princeton  Theologi- 
cal Seminaries,  and  Case  Western 
Reserve  University,  and  a  wealth  of 
experience  in  teaching,  preaching, 
and  community  involvement. 

Reservations  are  required  for  the 
two  luncheons,  but  the  evening  serv- 
ices (held  in  O'Laughlin  Auditorium) 
are  open  to  the  public.  Brethren  liv- 
ing in  the  area  who  are  not  other- 
wise attending  Conference  are  in- 
vited, yea  encouraged,  to  attend,    [ft] 


General  Conference  Preview 


Things  you  might  want  to  know 
before  arriving  at  General  Conference 


Where  is  Saint  Mary's  College? 

It  is  on  the  north  side  of  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  on  Route  33,  just  south 
of  the  Indiana  Toll  Road  (I  80/90), 
at  exit  77.  It  is  just  across  Route  33 
from  Notre  Dame  University,  so  if 
you  follow  signs  to  Notre  Dame,  you 
will  end  up  in  the  right  vicinity. 

Where  do  I  go  when  I  get  there? 
Go  to  Le  Mans  Hall  (see  campus 
map  below).  Both  the  housing  desk 
and  the  credential  table  will  be  in 
this  building.  When  you  enter  the 
campus,  turn  right  onto  Madeleva 
Drive  and  follow  signs  to  Le  Mans 
Hall.  There  is  a  parking  lot  just 
across  from  the  building. 

When  can  I  check  in? 

The  housing  desk  in  Le  Mans 
Hall  will  open  at  6:00  p.m.  on  Sun- 
day, August  3  (not  before!).  It  will 
then  be  open  around  the  clock  until 
Conference  is  over.  So  you  can 
check  in  anytime  after  6:00  on  Sun- 
day afternoon. 

What  about  credentials? 

The  credential  table  in  Le  Mans 
Hall  will  be  open  from  2:00  to  6:00 
on  Monday  afternoon  and  after  the 
Monday  evening  Opening  Celebra- 


tion. Thereafter  credentials  will  be 
accepted  Tuesday  through  Friday 
mornings  from  7:45  to  8:20,  and 
Tuesday  through  Thursday  eve- 
nings from  6:30  to  7:00. 

Where  will  I  stay? 

If  you  are  staying  on  campus,  you 
will  be  in  Le  Mans  Hall,  one  of  the 
campus  dormitories  (handicapped 
accessible).  You  may  want  to  bring 
a  window  fan.  It  can  be  hot  in 
South  Bend  in  August,  and  the 
rooms  are  not  air-conditioned. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  think  it 
might  be  cool  enough  to  need  a 
blanket  and  you  did  not  order  a 
linen  packet  on  the  reservation  form, 
you  may  want  to  bring  a  blanket 
along.  Those  who  do  order  a  linen 
packet  will  receive  a  blanket,  plus 
two  sheets,  pillowcase,  and  a  towel 
set.  Persons  staying  three  days  or 
longer  may  exchange  their  towels 
for  fresh  ones  midway  during  the 
week.  Pillows  are  provided  whether 
you  order  a  linen  packet  or  not. 

Where  will  sessions  be  held? 

The  business  sessions  and  the 
evening  worship  services  will  be 
held  in  OTjaughlin  Auditorium.  This 


Saint  Mary's 
College 

1.  Le  Mans  Hall 

2.  O'Laughlin 
Auditorium 

3.  Dining  Hall 

4.  Madeleva  Hall 

5.  Holy  Cross  Hall 

6.  McCandless  Hall 

P  -  parking 


facility  is  air-conditioned  (and  handi- 
capped accessible).  Because  of  the 
inherent  difficulties  of  air-condi- 
tioning a  large  building,  it  may 
seem  overly  cool  at  times.  So  you 
may  want  to  bring  a  sweater,  par- 
ticularly if  you  are  "cold-blooded." 

Where  do  we  eat? 

Meals  will  be  served  in  the  Din- 
ing Hall.  The  W.M.S.  Luncheon  on 
Wednesday  and  the  World  Relief 
Luncheon  on  Thursday)  will  also  be 
held  in  the  Dining  Hall  (in  cur- 
tained-off  areas). 

Where  will  the  children  be? 

Both  the  Children's  Program  and 
babysitting  will  be  in  Madeleva 
Hall.  Judy  Eckerley  will  head  up 
the  staff  for  the  Children's  Program. 
The  theme  is  "A  Visit  to  God's  Zoo," 
and  the  children  will  go  to  the  local 
zoo  on  Thursday.  Mesu  Andrews  and 
several  other  women  from  the  Nap- 
panee  First  Brethren  Church  will 
provide  babysitting  during  the  morn- 
ing, afternoon,  and  evening  sessions. 

Where  will  the  youth  be? 

The  BYIC  Youth  Convention  ac- 
tivities will  be  held  in  various  loca- 
tions on  and  off  campus.  The  gals 
will  be  staying  in  Holy  Cross  Hall 
and  the  guys  in  McCandless  Hall. 

How  can  I  be  reached  in  case 
of  an  emergency? 

Anyone  who  must  reach  you  while 
you  are  at  Conference  should  call 
219-284-5100  and  leave  a  message 
for  you. 

What  can  I  do  during  the  free 
time  Wednesday  afternoon? 

There  are  many  possibilities.  You 
can  visit  the  College  Football  Hall 
of  Fame,  the  Studebaker  National 
Museum  (auto),  or  Fernwood  Bo- 
tanical Garden;  you  can  shop  at 
University  Park  or  Scotsdale  Mall; 
you  can  tour  the  Notre  Dame  Cam- 
pus. You  will  receive  a  list  of  these 
and  other  possibilities,  along  with 
location,  cost,  and  other  details  when 
you  arrive  at  Conference. 

Golfers:  Tim  Garner  is  coordinat- 
ing a  golf  outing  at  Elbel  Golf  Course 
(continued  on  page  10) 
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General  Conference  Preview 


Emanuel  Sandberg  Selected  to  Become 
Brethren  Church  Executive  Director 


THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD  of 
The  Brethren  Church  has 
announced  the  selection  of  Dr. 
Emanuel  (Buzz)  Sandberg  as  the 
first  Executive  Director,  subject  to 
a  vote  of  affirmation 
by  General  Confer- 
ence. (Action  will  be 
taken  during  one  of 
the  Conference  busi- 
ness sessions.) 

This  selection  is  the 
result  of  a  thorough 
search  process  that 
involved  nominations 
of  fifteen  potential 
candidates,  five  com- 
pleted applications, 
and  four  formal  inter- 
views by  the  Board. 
In  making  its  deci- 
sion, the  Board  considered  the  ap- 
plicants' Christian  experience  and 
maturity,  spiritual  gifts,  vision  for 
The  Brethren  Church,  leadership 
abilities,  awareness  of  the  challenges 
facing  The  Brethren  Church,  avail- 
ability, and  financial  requirements. 

Dr.  Sandberg  has  had  a  variety  of 
experiences  that  the  Board  believes 
will  enable  him  to  serve  effectively 
as  Executive  Director.  He  is  a 
member  of  the   Linwood,   Md., 


Dr.  Emanuel 


Brethren  Church  and  has  attended 
the  University  Church  since  mov- 
ing to  Ashland  in  1995.  He  has 
been  serving  as  Director  of  Transi- 
tion since  last  October.  In  that  ca- 
pacity he  has  been  re- 
sponsible for  develop- 
ing a  plan  for  unify- 
ing the  support  serv- 
ices at  the  National 
Office  and  has  coordi- 
nated   the    budget 
process  called  for  by 
the  reorganization 
plan.  He  directed  the 
recent  survey  of  de- 
nominational needs 
and    has    begun    a 
number  of  efforts  de- 
signed to  respond  to 
(Buzz)  Sandberg      those  needs 

One  of  the  key  result  areas  for 
the  Executive  Director  is  to  serve 
as  a  liaison  between  Ashland  Uni- 
versity, Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary, and  the  National  Office.  The 
Executive  Board  was  confident  that 
these  efforts  would  be  greatly  en- 
hanced by  Buzz's  recent  election  as 
Chair  of  the  Ashland  University 
Board  of  Trustees. 

Prior  to  his  "retirement,"  Sand- 
berg served  in  various  executive 


level  positions  in  the  private  and 
governmental  sectors,  with  specific 
experience  in  strategic  planning, 
research  and  development,  and  or- 
ganizational management.  From 
1984-87  he  was  president  of  Heri- 
tage Health  Systems,  Inc.,  a  na- 
tional health  maintenance  organi- 
zation. From  1975-76  he  was  con- 
sultant to  the  Office  of  Health 
Maintenance  Organizations  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Health,  Educa- 
tion and  Welfare.  He  holds  a  Ph.D. 
from  the  University  of  Colorado. 

The  Executive  Board  was  particu- 
larly excited  about  Sandberg's  lead- 
ership and  administrative  abilities 
as  well  as  his  vision  for  The  Breth- 
ren Church.  It  should  be  noted  that 
his  willingness  to  serve  for  a  nomi- 
nal fee  not  only  represents  his  love 
for  the  church,  but  also  allows  for 
some  flexibility  in  filling  other  na- 
tional level  positions  (e.g.,  Director 
of  Congregational  Ministries). 

Buzz  and  his  wife  Ann  are  de- 
lightful people  who  have  served 
and  will  continue  to  serve  The 
Brethren  Church  in  valuable  ways. 
The  Board  thanks  everyone  in  the 
denomination  who  has  prayed  for 
the  selection  process,  and  we  trust 
that  you  will  continue  to  uphold  Buzz 
and  Ann  as  they  serve  us.  If  you 
have  any  questions  or  concerns  re- 
garding the  selection  process,  feel 
free  to  contact  the  moderator  or  any 
other  Executive  Board  member,     [ft] 


Rediscovering  Our  Heritage 

(continued  from  page  6) 
place  in  each  cell  of  eight  to  fifteen 
people. 

In  cell  church  life,  prayer  at  many 
levels  is  absolutely  essential.  Every- 
thing that  happens  depends  on  God. 
So  prayer  of  many  kinds  permeates 
cell  church  life.  As  a  result,  God's 
loving,  powerful  presence  breaks  in 
and  touches,  saves,  heals,  chal- 
lenges, and  renews. 

In  cell  life,  constant  training  of 
interns  is  going  on  so  that  leaders 
are  continually  being  developed.  The 
Jesus  with  Peter,  James,  and  John 
principle  and  the  Paul  and  Timothy 
principle  are  constantly  at  work. 
This  again  is  recognition  that  every 
Christian  is  a  minister;  that  every 
Christian  has  one  or  more  spiritual 
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gifts  to  be  used  to  edify  believers 
and  to  reach  the  unreached.  Thus 
every  member  is  equipped  for  serv- 
ice. Isn't  that  Ephesians  4  at  work? 
When  we  discover  our  spiritual  gifts, 
we  discover  who  we  are  in  Christ. 
These  gifts  are  for  building  up  the 
Body;  they  are  not  self-oriented. 

The  people  in  a  cell  church  be- 
lieve that  "Jesus  Christ  indwells  and 
empowers  His  people  and  that  He 
indwells  and  empowers  those  He 
uses  to  God's  glory."  Success  in  the 
life  of  the  cell  church  is  thus 
achieved  when  New  Testament  com- 
munity is  in  place  and  is  function- 
ing. When  this  occurs,  needy,  un- 
reached people  are  attracted,  come, 
and  experience  God  for  themselves. 

Cell  life  leads  to  corporate  wor- 
ship. In  corporate  worship,  the  life 
of  the  cells  flow  together  as  the  sev- 


eral cells  gather  in  a  large  group  to 
worship  and  exalt  the  Triune  God. 

This  is  a  quick  sketch,  but  isn't  it 
wonderful  to  see  how  the  founding 
Brethren  were  so  in  touch  with 
many  vital  biblical  principles! 
Their  lives  reflected  their  values. 
In  cell  church  life,  as  in  early 
Brethren  life,  the  believers  are  not 
only  hearers  of  the  word,  but  doers 
of  the  word  as  well. 

Is  it  possible  that  God  wants  21st- 
century  Brethren  to  rediscover  their 
rich  biblical  heritage  and  to  work  at 
employing  it  in  this  terribly  needy 
age?  Could  it  be  that  God  will  use 
the  cell  church  ministry  concept  as 
one  of  the  ways  of  doing  that?       [ft] 

Rev.  Bennett  serves  as  chaplain  for 
Winning  the  Race  Ministries,  a  cell- 
church  approach  to  planting  a  Brethren 
church  in  the  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  area. 
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Hagerstown  Brethren  meet  a  need 

Hagerstown,  Md.  —  When  mem- 
bers of  the  Hagerstown,  Md.,  First 
Brethren  Church  heard  last  Feb- 
ruary that  Brethren  missionaries 
David  and  Jenny  Loi  needed  a  com- 
puter for  their  work,  the  Brethren 
decided  to  meet  that  need.  By  Eas- 
ter, they  had  raised  the  $2,500  for 
the  computer,  plus  $215.49  extra. 
The  entire  amount  was  sent  to  the 
Brethren  Missions  office  in  Ash- 
land and  forwarded  to  the  Lois. 

Word  from  David  is  that  he  has 
purchased  a  computer  and  is  now 
learning  to  use  it.  In  addition  to 
Hagerstown,  other  churches  and 
individuals  contributed  money  for 
this  project.  This  was  also  sent  to 
the  Lois  to  purchase  a  printer  and 
software  for  the  computer.  [ft] 


Ron  Burns  ordained  a  Brethren  elder 
in  service  held  April  27  at  Roanoke 

Roanoke,  Ind.  —  Ron  Burns  was 
ordained  an  elder  in  The  Brethren 
Church,  and  his  wife,  Pei  Eng,  was 
consecrated  as  the  wife  of  an  elder 
in  a  service  held  April  27  at  the 
Roanoke  Brethren  Church,  where 
Rev.  Burns  serves  as  pastor. 

Rev.  Gene  Eckerley,  Indiana  Dis- 
trict Elder,  served  as  worship 
leader,  and  Rev.  Don  Rowser,  pas- 
tor of  the  Goshen,  Ind.,  First  Breth- 
ren Church,  gave  the  message  for 
the  ordination  service.  Other 
Brethren  elders  participating  in 
the  service  were  Rev.  John  Long 
and  Rev.  Jim  Naff. 

Church  Moderator  Steve  Wil- 
liams read  the  action  of  the  church 
calling  Burns  to  pastoral  ministry. 
Sharon  Williams  played  the  organ, 
Gerry  Rupel  led  singing,  and  Chad 
Gorrell  and  Darlene  Rose  provided 
special  music. 

Ron  was  born  May  1,  1954,  in 
Wooster,  Ohio,  and  attended  the 
Smithville  Brethren  Church,  which 
he  joined  at  an  early  age.  He  at- 
tended Miami  University  of  Ohio 
(B.S.,  1976);  served  from  1976  to 
1978  with  the  Peace  Corps  in 
Cameroon,  Africa;  and  attended 
Ohio  State  University  College  of 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ron  Burns 

Law  (Doctor  of  Laws  degree,  1983). 

He  practiced  law  for  several  years 
and  then  enrolled  at  Grace  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  Winona  Lake, 
Ind.  He  became  pastor  of  the  Roan- 
oke Brethren  Church  in  January 
1993  and  received  his  degree  from 
Grace  Seminary  later  that  year. 

Pei  Eng  was  born  in  Taiwan  but 
came  with  her  family  to  the  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  area  when  she  was  a 
child.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Ohio 
State  University,  where  she  was 
trained  as  a  dietitian.  She  and  Ron 
were  married  June  30,  1984.         [ft] 


Rev.  Claude  Stogsdill  retires 
after  43  years  in  the  pastorate 


Peru,  Ind.  —  Brethren  pastor  Rev. 
Claude  Stogsdill  (69)  retired  from 
the  pastoral  ministry  in  June,  con- 
cluding 43  years  of  pastoral  service. 
He  preached  his  last  sermons  at 
the  Pike 
Creek  and 
Guernsey 
Churches 
of  the 

Brethren 
of  Monti- 
cello,  Ind., 
on  Sun- 
day, June 
22. 
P 
C  ] 


Rev.  Claude  Stogsdill 


The 
k  e 
e  e  k 
congrega- 
tion held  a 


farewell  for  him  on  June  6,  and  the 
Guernsey  Church  bid  him  farewell 
at  a  special  gathering  on  June  8. 

Brother  Stogsdill  grew  up  in 
Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  where  he  joined 
the  Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church. 
He  served  in  the  Navy,  attended 
Ashland  College,  and  worked  as  a 
barber  before  entering  the  minis- 
try. He  was  ordained  in  September 
1954  in  the  Cerro  Gordo  Church, 
with  Pastor  Wilbur  Thomas  and 
Rev.  Clarence  Stogsdill  (Claude's 
brother),  officiating. 

His  first  charge  was  the  Carelton, 
Nebr.,  First  Brethren  Church, 
which  he  served  from  1954  to  1956. 
This  was  followed  by  pastorates  at 
the  Mathias  and  Kimsey  Run  Breth- 
ren Churches  in  West  Virginia 
(1956-59);  the  West  Alexandria, 
Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church 
(1959-61);  the  Teegarden,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church  (1961-70); 


the  Warsaw,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church  (1970-80);  the  Loree,  Ind., 
Brethren  Church  (1980-91);  and 
the  Pike  Creek  and  Guernsey 
Churches  of  the  Brethren  (1991-97). 

By  his  side  throughout  these 
years  has  been  his  wife  Jane  (the 
former  Jane  Martin).  Married  Au- 
gust 17,  1951,  Claude  and  Jane  are 
the  parents  of  six  children  and  cur- 
rently have  17  grandchildren. 

Claude's  retirement  plans  include 
some  writing  and  pulpit  supply,     [ft] 


Golfers 

(continued  from  page  8) 
with  a  1:00  tee-time  on  Wednes- 
day afternoon.  Cost  is  $15/person 
walking,  $25.50/person  riding,  for 
18  holes.  Pre-registration  is  re- 
quired. Sign  up  at  the  registration 
table  when  you  get  to  Conference 
or  call  Tim  Garner  at  219-293-7088 
(work)  or  219-294-3297  (home). 
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Two  Brethren  women  serving 
in  Mexico  City  this  summer 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Stephanie  Dreyer 
and  Jennifer  Thomas  have  been  ac- 
cepted for  the  1997  summer  term 
of  Spearhead,  an  agency  that  places 
individuals  in  short-term  ministry 
opportunities  in  Latin  America. 

Stephanie  and  Jennifer  are  spend- 
ing two  months  (June  19-August 
14)  in  Mexico  City.  The  first  month 
is  being  spent  in  language  training 


Jennifer  Thomas       Stephanie  Dreyer 

and  learning  about  the  culture.  They 
are  staying  with  a  Mexican  family 
in  order  to  experience  the  culture 
first  hand.  The  second  month  will 
be  spent  working  with  the  local 
churches  in  vacation  Bible  school, 
miming,  and  outreach. 

Stephanie  is  a  member  of  the 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  First  Brethren  Church. 
Last  summer  she  served  as  a 
Young  Adult  Ministry  Intern  and 
also  went  to  Mexico  City  as  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Brethren  Summer  Minis- 
tries short-term  missions  team. 

Jennifer  attends  the  Louisville, 
Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church.  She 
has  led  several  Brethren  short-term 
missions  teams  to  Juarez,  Mexico. 
She  was  also  BYIC  Convention  Co- 
ordinator the  past  two  summers. 


Brethren  students  Jeff  Drushal  and  Matt 
Courtright  (University  Church);  Megan 
Shultz,  Jeremy  Ditlevson,  and  Paul  Mar- 
tin (Park  Street);  Rachel  Walk  (Fremont); 
Lori  Robinson  (New  Lebanon);  and  Jan 
Solomon  (M.Ed.)  (Sarasota)  received  de- 
grees from  Ashland  University  in  May. 


Ordination  service  for  T.J.  McLaughlin 
held  June  15  at  Pleasant  View  Church 


Vandergrift,  Pa.  —  Thomas  J. 
McLaughlin  was  ordained  an  elder 
in  The  Brethren  Church  and  his 
wife  Judy  was  consecrated  as  the 
wife  of  an  elder  in  a  service  held 
Sunday,  June  15,  at  the  Pleasant 
View  Brethren  Church. 


tian  and  a  member  of  the  church. 
Several  months  later  (on  Septem- 
ber 11,  1982),  Judy  and  T.J.  were 
married. 

T.J.  and  Judy  left  the  church  for  a 
time,  then  returned  around  1988, 
becoming  very  active  in  the  congre- 


Reu.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  McLaughlin,  Tricia  (I),  and  Tract 


Dr.  Leroy  Solomon,  Director  of 
Development  at  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  and  pastor  of  the  Uni- 
versity Church  in  Ashland,  gave  the 
ordination  message  on  "The  Cost  of 
Leadership."  Assisting  with  the 
ordination  were  Brethren  Elders 
Reilly  Smith  (Director  of  Brethren 
Missionary  Ministries)  and  Bryan 
Karchner  (pastor  of  the  Berlin,  Pa., 
Brethren  Church  and  chair  of  the 
Pennsylvania  District  Board  of 
Oversight).  Jim  McGraw,  modera- 
tor of  the  Pleasant  View  Brethren 
Church,  read  the  action  of  the 
church  calling  Thomas  to  ministry. 

T.J.,  as  Thomas  is  better  known, 
was  born  October  13,  1963,  in  Kit- 
tanning,  Pa.,  lived  for  a  time  in  West 
Vandergrift,  and  then  in  nearby 
Ford  City.  He  attended  Ford  City 
High  School  and  Lenape  Vo-Tech, 
graduating  in  1981. 

That  same  year  T.J.  began  dating 
Judy  M.  Young,  one  of  the  young 
women  of  the  church,  and  as  a  re- 
sult started  attending  Pleasant  View 
Brethren  Church.  The  following 
spring  (1982)  T.J.  became  a  Chris- 
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gation  over  the  next  couple  of 
years.  Rev.  Keith  Hensley,  pastor 
at  the  time,  saw  great  potential  and 
a  desire  to  learn  in  T.J.  (and  also  in 
Ed  Miller,  Clair  Knappenberger,  and 
Dan  Zigler).  Therefore  he  began  con- 
ducting a  weekly  class  for  these  men, 
giving  them  instruction  in  a  series 
of  seminary  courses.  These  classes, 
plus  other  ministries  in  which  T.J. 
participated,  helped  him  to  further 
identify  God's  call  to  ministry. 

In  response,  T.J.  began  attending 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  He 
and  Ed  Miller,  who  was  also  attend- 
ing ATS,  commuted  from  Vander- 
grift to  Ashland  for  a  time.  Then  in 
1993  the  two  men  became  co-pastors 
of  the  Fremont,  Ohio,  Brethren 
Church,  and  commuted  from  Fre- 
mont while  they  finished  seminary. 

In  May  1996  T.J.  received  a  Mas- 
ter of  Divinity  degree  from  ATS.  He 
then  accepted  a  call  to  become  a 
church  planter  for  the  Pennsylvania 
District  in  Cranberry  Township, 
Pa.,  where  he  currently  serves. 

The  McLaughlins  have  two 
daughters,  Traci  (11)  and  Tricia  (7). 
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Seven  Brethren  pastors 
attend  courses  at  ATS 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Seven  Brethren 
pastors  took  classes  in  June  at 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  (ATS) 
to  meet  requirements  for  ordination 
or  to  enhance  their  ministries  in 
their  local  congregations. 

Scholarships  were  provided  to  the 
pastors  (tuition  plus  a  small  amount 
of  expense  money)  by  The  Brethren 
Church  National  Office.  The  schol- 
arships were  made  possible  by  a 
generous  grant  ($2,000)  from  The 
Carpenter's  Shop,  the  Brethren 
bookstore  in  Ashland. 

Four  of  the  seven  pastors  took  the 
course  "Doctrine  of  The  Brethren 
Church,"  taught  June  2-6  by  Dr. 
Dale  R.  Stoffer,  Associate  Professor 
of  Historical  Theology  at  ATS.  Tak- 
ing the  course  were  pastors  Larry 
Hanson  (New  Paris),  Rod  Schuler 
(Corinth),  and  Mike  Sove  (North- 
view),  and  associate  pastor  Bob 
Buford  (Park  Street). 

This  is  one  of  three  courses  on 
topics  related  to  the  Brethren  that 
are  now  required  for  ordination  in 
The  Brethren  Church.  The  other  two 
are  Brethren  history  and  Brethren 
polity  (church  government). 

The  Executive  Board  of  The 
Brethren  Church  wants  to  continue 
to  provide  support  for  pastors  who 
need  to  take  any  of  these  three 
courses  for  ordination.  The  courses 
are  offered  at  the  seminary  on  a 
continuing  cycle,  usually  during  the 
first  full  week  of  June.  The  next 
course  scheduled  is  Brethren  his- 
tory, to  be  taught  June  1-5,  1998. 

According  to  Dr.  Stoffer  (profes- 
sor), "Not  only  do  these  courses  help 
Brethren  pastors  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  the  denomination, 
but  they  also  serve  to  deepen  friend- 
ships with  other  Brethren  pastors 
and  seminary  students." 

Three  other  Brethren  pastors 
took  the  course  "Growth  Strategies 
for   Smaller   Churches,"  a   new 


Six  Brethren  receive 
degrees  from  ATS 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  The  following 
six  Brethren  students  were  among 
the  156  graduates  who  received 
degrees  May  17  from  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary. 

Donald  L.  Belsterling  (Master 
of  Divinity)  is  a  member  of  the  Ash- 
land Park  Street  Brethren  Church, 
where  he  serves  as  Pastor  of  Youth 
Discipleship. 

Timothy  L.  DeLaughter  (Mas- 
ter of  Divinity  in  Pastoral  Counsel- 
ing) is  a  member  of  the  North  Man- 
chester, Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church.  He  is  serving  this  summer 
at  the  Brethren  Retreat  Center, 


course  at  ATS  taught  June  9-13  by 
Ronald  W.  Waters,  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor of  Evangelism.  The  three  pas- 
tors taking  this  class  were  Tim  Eagle 
(Garber),  Dennis  Sigle  (Burlington), 
and  Pat  Velanzon  (Bethlehem).  An- 
other Brethren  in  the  class,  though 
not  a  pastor,  was  Ann  McNerney  of 
the  Winding  Waters  Church. 

The  course  examined  some  of  the 
sociological  and  cultural  dynamics 
of  smaller  churches  averaging  100 
or  less  in  worship.  It  also  focused 
on  ways  to  bring  revitalization  to 
these  churches  through  both  quali- 
tative and  quantitative  growth. 

In  commenting  on  the  course, 
Ron  Waters  said,  "Several  years  ago 
Lyle  Schaller  wrote  a  book  entitled 
The  Small  Church  Is  Different. 
Well  over  half  of  all  churches  in  the 
United  States  average  100  or  less 
in  weekly  worship  attendance,  yet 
much  of  the  leadership  and  church 
growth  writing  today  focuses  on 
larger  congregations.  Smaller 
churches  are  not  just  a  miniature 
version  of  larger  congregations. 
They  are  different  kinds  of  'ani- 
mals' altogether.  Leading  the 
smaller  church  requires  a  different 
set  of  understandings,  expecta- 
tions, skills,  and  strategies." 

"The  class  obviously  struck  a 
nerve,"  Waters  continued.  "I  have  re- 
ceived many  requests  to  share  the 
content  more  broadly  among  Breth- 
ren churches.  To  address  those  in- 
terests, I  am  creating  a  'Smaller 
Churches  Network'  for  pastors  and 
lay  leaders,"  he  said.  [ft] 


Shipshewana,  Ind.,  and  is  seeking 
a  position  as  a  youth  pastor. 

Cordelia  (Corky)  A.  Fisher 
(Master  of  Arts  in  Christian  Edu- 
cation, with  honors)  is  a  member  of 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church  and 
is  employed  at  The  Carpenter's 
Shop,  the  Brethren  bookstore  in 
Ashland. 

Karen  E.  B.  Robins  (Master  of 
Arts  in  Pastoral  Counseling)  is  a 
member  of  the  Tucson,  Ariz.,  First 
Brethren  Church  and  is  seeking  a 
counseling  position. 

Eduardo  D.  Rodriguez  (Mas- 
ter of  Arts  in  Biblical  Studies)  is  a 
member  of  the  Colon  Brethren 
Church  in  Argentina.  He  will  re- 
turn to  Argentina  in  the  fall  and 
hopes  to  help  reopen  Eden  Bible 
Institute  (see  p.  5). 

Mary  Louise  Waller  (Master  of 
Arts  in  Pastoral  Counseling,  with 
high  honors)  is  a  member  of  North- 
west Brethren  Chapel  in  Tucson, 
Ariz.,  and  is  employed  at  Corner- 
stone Psychological  Associates  in 
Ashland.  [ft] 
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The  109th  General  Conference  of  The  Brethren  Church: 


An  exciting,  challenging,  Spirit-filled  week! 


WHAT  AN  EXCITING  WEEK! 
The  109th  General  Confer- 
ence was  a  week  in  which  Breth- 
ren began  to  "Grasp  the  Vision" — a 
vision  of  what  God  can  and  will  do 
through  The  Brethren  Church! 

Though  they  approached  this 
Conference  with  a  bit  of  uncer- 
tainty because  of  its  new  location — 
Saint  Mary's  College  in  South  Bend, 
Ind. — Brethren  soon  found  that  the 
location  was  unimportant  to  the 
working  of  God's  Spirit.  Even  a 
chilly  auditorium  did  not  prevent 
the  Brethren  from  experiencing  the 
fire  of  God's  Spirit. 

That  fire  was  fanned  by  praise- 
filled  worship  services  led  by  wor- 
ship teams  and  musicians  from  the 
Winding  Waters,  Smoky  Row,  Nap- 
panee,  and  Jefferson  Brethren 
Churches. 

Challenging  messages  called  Breth- 
ren to  respond  to  the  Spirit.  Mon- 
day evening  Moderator  John  Shultz 
asked  Brethren  to  open  their  eyes 
to  the  vision  (see  page  3).  Tuesday 
evening  Dr.  Aubrey  Malphurs  called 

What  I  noticed  most  about 
General  Conference  was  the 
spirit  of  unity.  .  .  .  The  whole 
week  had  a  consistent  focus, 
encouraging  us  to  develop  a 
vision  and  reach  out  to  a 
world  that  needs  Christ  The 
mood  of  the  Conference  was 
positive  and  energetic.  We 
seem  to  be  ready  to  move 
ahead  where  God  is  going  to 
lead  us. 

—  Dr.  Brenda  Colijn, 
Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church 
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for  Brethren  to  do  whatever  it  takes 
to  seek  out  a  lost  generation  for  Christ 
(seepage  4).  Wednesday  evening  Rev. 
Hal  Seed  appealed  to  Brethren  to 
pray  for  a  heart  for  the  lost  (see 
page  5).  And  Thursday  evening  Dr. 
Marvin  McMickle  summoned  Breth- 
ren to  respond  to  God's  call  to  serv- 
ice (see  page  6). 

And  respond  they  did!  Thirty-five 
young  and  not  so  young  people 
went  forward  to  answer  God's  call 
to  Christian  service.  That  same 
night  Brethren  gave  what  is  un- 
doubtedly the  largest  offering  ever 
received  at  General  Conference — 
more  than  $24,000  in  gifts  and 
pledges  to  support  pastoral  train- 
ing in  Argentina  (see  pages  6  &  7). 

Other  high  points  in  the  week  in- 
cluded the  affirmation  on  Thursday 
morning  of  Dr.  Emanuel  Sandberg 
as  Executive  Director;  the  Concert 
of  Prayer,  also  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing; and  the  presence  in  the  Friday 
morning  session  of  the  youth — with 
all  their  unbounded,  contagious  en- 
thusiasm. 

Yes,  from  beginning  to  end,  it  was 
a  GREAT  WEEK!  Unfortunately,  it 
is  impossible  to  communicate  the 


essence  of  the  Conference  in  print. 
"You  had  to  be  there."  It's  only  pos- 
sible to  share  some  of  the  content 
and  a  little  of  the  excitement.  The 
articles  that  follow  seek  to  do  that. 
Another  means  that  will  help  you 
capture  some  of  the  essence  of  Con- 
ference are  audio  cassette-tapes. 
Tapes  of  each  of  the  four  evening 
messages   and  of  the  two  vision 

Someone  once  observed: 

"And  a  day  came  when 
the  desire  to  remain  the 
same  was  more  painful 
than  the  risk  to  change." 

That  day  came   Thursday 

night  for  the  Brethren! 

—  Rev.  David  West, 

Northwest  Brethren  Chapel 
V S 

workshops — eight  tapes  in  all — are 
available  for  $22  from  The  Brethren 
Church  National  Office  (524  College 
Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805).  Order  a 
set  of  tapes,  listen  to  them,  and  share 
them  with  others.  That  way  you, 
too,  can  "Grasp  the  Vision."  [ft] 
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SNAPSHOTS 

By 
Michelle  Rhude 


IT'S  HARD  TO  BELIEVE  that 
summer  is  gone,  vacations  are 
over,  and  it's  "back  to  school"  sea- 
son already!  In  my  opinion,  sum- 
mers and  vacations  become 
memories  much  too  quickly. 

My  husband  and  I  took  a  vaca- 
tion this  summer — our  first  vaca- 
tion together  for  eight  years  (much 
too  long).  We  drove  to  the  North- 
east coast,  stopping  for  a  day  or 
two  in  various  places  in  Vermont, 
New  Hampshire,  and  Maine. 

For  us  "flatlanders" — as  we  used 
to  be  called  when  we  lived  in  Vir- 
ginia— the  mountains  and  coast 
were  an  awesome  sight!  It  seemed 
that  everywhere  we  turned  we 
saw  another  stunning  view.  As 
we  neared  Bar  Harbor,  Maine,  we 
began  stopping  at  every  roadside 
pull-off  to  gape  at  the  scenery.  We 
took  tons  of  pictures  and  were 
awed  by  God's  creation.  We  saw 
the  coast  from  atop  the  highest 
mountain  east  of  the  Rockies  and 
from  ocean  level  in  sea  kayaks. 

After  a  few  days,  however,  we 
began  stopping  only  for  some- 
thing new,  something  we  hadn't 
seen  before.  The  awe-inspiring 
scenery  that  days  earlier  had 
taken  our  breath  away  was  now 
eliciting  only  slightly-interested 
glances  as  we  drove  by. 

In  part,  our  wonder-quotient 


had  been  filled;  we  had  seen  so 
much  that  we  were  saturated. 
But  the  scenery  had  also  fallen 
into  the  category  of  "been-there- 
done-that."  Because  we'd  grown 
used  to  it,  it  didn't  generate 
nearly  as  much  excitement  and 
wonder  as  it  had  just  days  earlier. 

Spiritual  parallels 

If  you  have  walked  with  God  for 
any  length  of  time,  you  might  see 
a  parallel  in  your  spiritual  life. 
After  a  time,  we  find  it  easy  to 
begin  to  take  for  granted  the  con- 
cepts that  were  so  exciting  when 
we  first  became  Christians.  God's 
mercy  and  grace  and  His  love  for 
us  may  bring  only  slightly-inter- 
ested acknowledgment,  when  in 
truth  we  should  frequently  be 
pulling  off  the  highways  of  our 
lives  to  stand  gaping  at  the  won- 
der of  the  unchanging  character 
and  gifts  of  God. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  felt 
awed  by  biblical  truth?  Over- 
whelmed by  a  characteristic  of 
God?  Overcome  by  the  splendor  of 
our  Creator? 

Take  a  vacation  this  month 
from  your  everyday,  normal, 
walking-around  Christian  life. 
Spend  some  special  time  apart 
with  God  and  ask  Him  to  fill  your 
heart  with  wonder. 


Cultivate  a  sense  of  wonder  in 
your  daily  life  as  well.  The  best 
way  to  stay  awed  by  God  is  to 
spend  time  with  Him  in  prayer 
and  scripture. 

Those  rocky  coastal  cliffs  and 
deep  mountain  woods  we  saw  on 
our  vacation  didn't  change.  We 
simply  were  too  busy  looking  for 
the  new  and  unusual  to  appreci- 
ate the  grandeur  of  what  had  be- 
come "normal." 

The  scenery  of  your  daily  life 
is  filled  with  wonderful  works  of 
God  that  you  have  probably  over- 
looked because  you  see  them 
every  day.  Open  your  heart  in 
wonder  and  amazement  toward 
God  and  His  work  around  you. 
He  is  too  awesome  to  take  for 
granted! 

"Who  among  the  gods  is  like  you, 

O  Lord? 
Who  is  like  you — 
majestic  in  holiness, 
awesome  in  glory, 
working  wonders?" 

Exodus  15:11  (niv) 

"Snapshots"  is  a  monthly  column 
that  seeks  to  illuminate  our  relation- 
ship with  God  by  focusing  on  some  of 
the  everyday  experiences  of  life.  Mrs. 
Rhude  is  a 
member  of 
the  Jeffer- 
son Breth- 
ren Church 
of  Goshen, 
Ind,  and 
takes  an  ac- 
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the  life  and 
ministry  of 
that  congre- 
gation. 
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WOW.  A  CARPET  OF  UX>\\  frtfASS  DOTTED  WOM 
TOSQ001SE  LAKES  LINED  f5Y  EMERALD  TREES 
SET  AG-AH4ST  A  LAVEMDEK  rAOOMTAlNl  UANCrE 
—  ALL  SHOWCASED  ONDEtf  AM  AZORE  SKY! 


GOD  MAKES  A  GttEAT 
£XTER\0R  DECORATOR. 
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General  Conference  Review 


Moderator  John  Shultz  reveals  the  missing  "spark" 


THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH  has 
been  a  lot  like  a  high-powered 
boat  with  a  disconnected  ignition 
wire — lots  of  power  and  potential, 
but  only  drifting,  said  Moderator 
John  Shultz  in  his  opening-night 
message  at  General  Conference. 
We've  been  dead  in  the  water  for 
lack  of  a  spark. 

"I'm  convinced  that  the  missing 
spark  in  The  Brethren  Church  is 
vision,"  he  continued.  "And  thus  the 
[Conference]  theme,  'Grasp  the  Vi- 
sion.' " 

"Vision  is  a  dream  with  a  plan," 
he  said,  quoting  his  favorite  defini- 
tion. Furthermore,  almost  all  peak 
performers  are  visualizers.  Joseph 
had  a  vision  of  God's  plan.  Moses 
had  a  vision  of  God's  power.  Daniel 
had  a  vision  of  God's  protection  and 
presence.  Joshua  and  Caleb  had  a 
vision  of  God's  promises. 

Another  visionary  was  the 
prophet  Elisha.  He  could  see  the 
Lord's  horses  and  chariots  of  fire 
when  all  anyone  else  could  see  was 
the  army  of  the  enemy.  Moderator 
Shultz  drew  several  comparisons 
between  an  event  in 
the  life  of  Elisha  (see  2 
Kings  6:8-17)  and  The 
Brethren  Church. 

The  people  of  Israel 
were  at  war,  just  as  we 
are  engaged  in  spiri- 
tual warfare.  Our  en- 
emy is  both  external 
(the  evil  in  society) 
and  within  (the  strug- 
gles in  our  own  hearts 
and  lives). 

Elisha  received 
God's  revelation  about 
the  enemy.  He  was 
open  to  that  revelation 
because  he  made  his 
relationship  with  God 
a  priority.  To  be  a  vi- 
sionary requires  some 
hard  work,  some  en- 
durance, some  persist- 
ence, some  discipline," 
Shultz  said. 

Elisha  also  became 
known  to  the  enemy, 
because  people  with  a 
vision  get  a  reputation. 

September  1997 


A  smile  frequently  lit  up  the  face  of 
Moderator  John  Shultz  during  his 
Monday  evening  message  and  also 
throughout  the  week  as  he  led  the  Con- 
ference business  sessions. 

"Boy,  I  wish  The  Brethren  Church 
had  a  reputation!"  the  moderator 
said,  noting  his  embarrassment 
when  he  refers  to  The  Brethren 
Church   in   conversations   with 


"The  Eggshells  Break  Out,"  a  comical  skit  presented  by  the  drama 
team  of  the  Winding  Waters  Brethren  Church  during  the  Monday 
evening  "Opening  Celebration,"  illustrated  the  need  to  break  out  of  our 
safe  little  worlds.  A  worship  team  that  was  also  from  the  Winding 
Waters  Church — "Crossover,"  directed  by  Mark  Rasko — led  the  music 
for  the  Monday  evening  service.  Drama  team  members  above  are  (I.  to 
r.)  Kathy  Maston,  Ray  Van  Lake,  Melinda  Parks,  and  Pete  Dupont. 


strangers  and  gets  blank  stares  in 
response.  "That's  going  to  change," 
he  predicted.  "We  will  get  a  reputa- 
tion as  we  'Grasp  the  Vision.'  " 

Visionaries  see  the  presence  and 
power  of  God  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy.  "Those  who  are  with  us  are 
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/  appreciated  the  Brethren 
holding  their  Conference  in 
our  neck  of  the  woods.  It  en- 
abled me  to  attend  evening 
worship  services.  The  ones  I 
attended  were  inspirational  in- 
deed. However,  the  most 
meaningful  aspect  of  the  week 
was  learning  how  God  is  mov- 
ing and  accomplishing  His  pur- 
poses in  lives  of  His  servants, 
my  beloved  friends. 

—  Stephen  Barber 
Plymouth,  Indiana 

more  than  those  who  are  with  them," 
Elisha  told  his  servant.  The  Divine 
is  always  a  majority,"  Shultz  said. 

But  it  takes  God's  intervention  to 
help  us  become  visionaries.  It  was 
only  when  God  opened 
the  eyes  of  Elisha's  ser- 
vant that  he,  too,  could 
see  the  horses  and  char- 
iots of  fire  of  the  Lord. 
"Where  have  all  the 
horses  gone?"  Modera- 
tor Shultz  asked  as  he 
drew  his  message  to  a 
close.  "Of  course,  the 
answer  is,  'Nowhere. 
They're  still  there,'  "  he 
replied.  "We  are  sur- 
rounded by  the  pres- 
ence and  the  power  of 
God.  .  .  .  And  I  believe 
there  is  some  hope  that 
we  are  beginning  to 
grasp  the  vision.  The 
Lord  is  beginning  to 
open  our  eyes.  .  .  . 

"My  prayer  is  that 
God  will  open  our  eyes 
to  the  vision  He  has  for 
each  one  of  us  and  our 
church,  and  that  when 
we  have  that  vision, 
we'll  grasp  it  for  all 
we're  worth!"  [ft] 


General  Conference  Review 


Aubrey  Malphurs  gets  personal  about  pursuing  the  lost 


"TT7HAT  KIND  OF  CHURCH 

W  will  God  use  in  the  21st  cen- 
tury?" This  was  the  question  Dr. 
Aubrey  M.  Malphurs  of  Dallas 
Theological  Seminary  tackled  in  his 
message  on  Tuesday  evening  of 
Conference.  But  before  facing  that 
question,  he  raised  a  more  basic 
issue:  Will  there  be  a  church  in  the 
United  States  in  the  21st  century? 

Today  in  England  churches  are 
empty — 90  percent  of  the  people  are 
unchurched  in  a  country  that  was 
once  highly  Christian.  The  same  is 
true  in  Scotland.  In  Amsterdam  its 
even  worse,  with  97  Vl  percent  of 
the  people  unchurched. 

It's  beginning  to  happen  in  the 
U.S.  as  well,  with  70  to  80  percent  of 
Americans  unchurched.  And  the 
situation  continues  to  grow  worse. 

Why  is  this  so?  Why  are  church 
membership  and  attendance  on  the 
decline  in  the  U.S.?  Malphurs  sug- 
gested three  reasons: 

1.  The  typical  church  in  the  U.S. 
is  a  museum  of  the  1940s,  50s,  or 
60s,  while  we  are  living  on  the 
brink  of  the  21st  century. 

2.  The  church  is  not  reaching  Baby 
Boomers  (born  1946-64)  and  Baby 
Busters  (born  1965-83,  also  called 
Generation  X  or  Gen-X).  Many  of 
these  people  are  interested  in  spiri- 
tual things  but  have  been  turned 
off  by  the  church  (i.e.,  our  spiritual 
"museums")  and  are  seeking  answers 
outside  the  church.  As  a  result: 

3.  Cults  and  new-age  groups  are 
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growing. 
Jehovah's 
Witnesses  are 
growing  at  the 
rate  of  121 
percent.  Mor- 
mons have  a 
growth  rate  of 
116  percent, 
largely  be- 
cause every 
Mormon 
young  person 
between  the 
ages  of  18  and 
22  is  expected 
to  spend  two 
years  as  a 
missionary. 
(If  we  could 

get  the  young  people  in  our 
churches  to  give  up  two  years 
of  their  lives  to  spread  the  gospel, 
Malphurs  observed,  it  would  turn 
America  upside  down!) 

Some  good  news 

Having  looked  at  the  bad  news, 
Malphurs  shared  some  good  news: 
"I  think  the  biblical  solution  to  the 
problem  is  a  Great  Commission 
Vision,"  he  said.  This  is  a  commis- 
sion with  three  parts — pursuing 
lost  people;  winning  lost  people; 
and  discipling  lost  people. 

What  does  it  mean  to  pursue  the 
lost?  For  an  answer,  Malphurs 
turned  to  Luke  19:1-10,  the  account 
of  Jesus  and  Zacchaeus.  This  account, 


In  addition  to  his  Tuesday  evening 
message,  Dr.  Malphurs  led  two  work- 
shop sessions  on  "Vision."  In  these 
sessions  he  presented  three  steps  a 
church  should  take  to  develop  a  more- 
effective,  Christ-honoring  ministry. 

The  first  step  is  to  discover  its  core 
values — "the  contstant,  passionate, 
biblical  core  beliefs  that  drive  its  min- 
istry." Values  answer  the  question, 
"Why  do  we  do  what  we  do?" 

The  second  step  is  to  develop  a  mis- 
sion statement — "a  broad,  brief,  bibli- 
cal statement  of  what  [your  church]  is 
supposed  to  be  doing."  A  mission 
statement  answers  the  question,  "'What 
are  we  seeking  to  do?" 


Dr.  Malphurs  (I.)  talks  with  Brethren  Pastor  Tom  Conrad  of 
Winning  the  Race  Ministries  following  his  Tuesday  workshop. 

he  said,  illustrates  the  central 
truth  in  Luke's  Gospel,  that  "the 
Son  of  Man  came  to  seek  and  to 
save  what  was  lost"  (Lk.  19:10,  NFS). 
Not  only  was  Zacchaeus  seeking  Je- 
sus, as  we've  usually  heard,  but  Je- 
sus was  seeking  Zacchaeus. 

Having  looked  at  how  Jesus  pur- 
sued Zacchaeus,  Malphurs  asked, 
"Who  is  Zacchaeus  in  your  life?" 
and  "How  will  you  reach  your  Zac- 
chaeus for  Christ?"  If  we  don't 
reach  our  Zacchaeuses,  if  we  don't 
do  evangelism,  he  said,  we  will  not 
survive  as  churches  or  as  a  denomi- 
nation. We  will  die. 

What  must  we  do  to  reach  a  lost 
and  dying  world?  Pursue  them.  They 
won't  come  to  us.  Putting  out  the 
welcome  sign  is  not  enough. 

One  way  of  pursuing  the  lost  is  by 
showing  them  the  love  of  Jesus  in 
practical  ways.  Another  way  is  to 
plant  churches — churches  that  are 
culturally  relevant.  This  is  the  most 
effective  form  of  evangelism  going 
right  now,  according  to  Malphurs. 
"If  you  are  not  planting  churches, 
you  will  not  survive."  he  said. 

Another  way  of  pursuing  the  lost 
is  by  "doing  church"  in  culturally 
relevant  ways,  with  worship  styles 
and  music  that  appeal  to  younger 
people.  "If  we  don't,  we  lose  a 
younger,  dying  generation,"  Mal- 
phurs warned. 

"What  kind  of  church  will  God 
(continued  on  next  page) 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Having  taken  these  steps,  the  church 
is  then  ready  to  develop  its  vision — "a 
clear,  challenging  picture  of  the  future 
of  the  ministry  as  you  believe  it  can 
and  must  be."  The  vision  answers  the 
question,  "What  kind  of  church  do  we 
want  to  be?" 

Dr.  Malphurs  explained  each  of  these 
steps  in  detail  in  his  workshop  sessions. 
These  sessions  are  available  on  audio 
cassettes  from  The  Brethren  Church  Na- 
tional Office,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland, 
OH  44805  ($8  total  for  4  cassettes).  Also 
helpful  to  you  would  be  Malphurs'  book, 
Values-Driven  Leadership:  Discover- 
ing and  Developing  Your  Core  Values 
for  Ministry  (Baker  Book  House). 


General  Conference  Review 


Hal  Seed  calls  us  to  pray  for  God's  heart  for  the  lost 


WHAT  MIGHT  HAPPEN  in  our 
lives  and  in  our  Brethren 
churches  if  for  90  days  we  prayed 
this  simple  prayer:  "God,  I  don't  ask 
You  for  much  today;  I  just  ask  that 
You  give  me  Your  heart  for  lost  peo- 
ple"? For  Rev.  Hal  Seed,  speaker  at 
the  Wednesday  night  service  of  Gen- 
eral Conference,  it  brought  about  a 
radical  change  in  his  life. 

Seed  began  his  message  by  retrac- 
ing some  of  the  steps  in  his  spiri- 
tual journey  that  led  to  his  praying 
this  prayer.  He  had  been  a  Chris- 
tian for  nearly  20  years,  had  at- 
tended seminary,  and  was  living  a 
safe  life  in  a  safe  church  where  he 
served  as  associate  pastor.  But  over 
a  period  of  time  and  through  vari- 
ous means,  God  convicted  him  of  cer- 
tain truths  in  Luke  14,  15,  and  16. 

From  Luke  14  he  was  convicted 
of  being  a  Pharisee.  He  knew  the 
right  rules  but  cared  little  for  people. 

Later,  from  Jesus'  three  parables 
in  Luke  15,  he  learned  that  God  is 
on  an  all-out  search  for  the  lost. 
Jesus  was  saying,  "Lost  people 
matter  to  me.  That's  why  I  hang 
out  with  them."  Seed,  on  the  other 
hand,  realized  that  he  didn't  have 
any  lost  friends  and  really  "didn't 
give  a  whit  about  lost  people." 

It  was  at  this  point  that  someone 
gave  him  "the  prayer."  The  friend 
told  him  he  had  a  heart  problem 
and  that  he  needed  to  ask  God  to 
change  his  heart.  So  Seed  began  to 
pray  every  day  this  "really  danger- 
ous prayer":  "God,  I  don't  ask  you 
for  much  today;  I  just  ask  that  you 
give  me  your  heart  for  lost  people." 


Malphurs  (cont.  from  page  4) 

use  in  the  21st  century?"  Mal- 
phurs asked.  "I'm  convinced  it's 
a  church  with  a  Great  Commis- 
sion Vision  that's  willing  to  do 
whatever  it  takes  to  pursue,  to 
seek  out,  to  go  after  an  un- 
churched, dying  Gen-X  and  Baby 
Boom  generation,"  he  answered. 
But  this  led  him  to  a  much  more 
personal  question:  "What  are  you, 
what  am  I  willing  to  give  up; 
what  are  we  willing  to  change  in 
order  to  accomplish  this?"         [ft] 


A  short  time  later,  on  a 
visit  to  Chicago,  he  took 
a  wrong  turn  on  the  in- 
terstate and  ended  up  to- 
tally lost  in  a  bad  section 
of  town  in  the  middle  of 
the  night.  As  he  com- 
plained to  God  of  his 
plight,  he  sensed  the  Lord 
asking  him:  "How  does  it 
feel  to  be  lost?"  Later 
that  week,  for  the  first 
time  since  beginning  to 
pray  "the  prayer,"  he 
broke  down  and  wept. 

Not  long  after  that 
God  led  him  to  Luke  16, 
where  He  impressed 
upon  him  the  truth  of  Rev-  Seed 
verse  9:  "I  tell  you,  use  hls  messaSe 
worldly  wealth  to  gain  friends  for 
yourselves,  so  that  when  it  is  gone, 
you  will  be  welcomed  into  eternal 
dwellings."  His  response  was,  "All 
right,  God,  you  have  given  me  a 
temporary  life  that's  going  to  end; 
you've  given  me  temporary  stuff 
that's  going  to  get  burned  up.  So 
I'm  open.  Show  me  how  to  win 
friends  for  eternity  who  will  wel- 
come me  into  eternal  dwellings." 

As  a  result  God  led  him  to  resign 
from  his  church  and  to  move  with 
his  family  to  Oceanside,  Calif.,  to 
become  a  church  planter.  He  had  no 
church,  no  people;  in  fact,  he  didn't 
even  know  anyone  within  a  half- 


Future  church  planters  Jim  and 
Stephanie  Boyd  and  daughter  Han- 
nah. The  Boyds  will  work  with  New 
Song  Community  Church  to  plant  a 
new  Brethren  church  in  California. 


(r.)  pauses  in  a  conversation  following 
to  smile  for  the  camera. 

hour's  drive.  But  little  by  little  he 
gathered  a  core  group  of  people  who 
shared  his  vision  to  start  a  church. 
In  1992  they  started  the  New 
Song  Community  Church  in  Ocean- 
side.  Since  that  time,  304  people 
•  s. 

/  found  I  was  challenged  in  a 
greater  way  to  seek  the  lost  I 
have  been  praying  the  prayer 
Hal  Seed  gave  us  every  day.  I 
challenged  my  congregation 
to  pray  that  prayer,  and  14  in- 
dicated they  would  join  me. 

—  Rev.  Stephen  Cole, 

Newark,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church 
V s 

have  come  to  Christ  in  that  church. 
Two  years  ago  the  congregation 
planted  a  daughter  church  with  the 
same  vision,  and  114  have  come  to 
Christ  in  that  congregation.  Pastor 
Seed  expressed  even  higher  hopes 
for  the  church  "we  are  going  to 
launch  with  you  folks  some  time 
next  year"  (see  photo  at  left). 

"Because  we  set  out  to  do  what 
God  calls  us  to  do,  found  a  New 
Testament  church  around  the 
whole  concept  that  lost  people  mat- 
ter to  God  and  we  will  give  our 
lives,  we  will  give  our  worldly 
wealth,  we  will  give  our  hearts  to 
serve  them,  people  come  to  Christ 
regularly  in  this  fellowship,"  Pastor 
Seed  said.  Then  he  added,  "What  I 
want  to  say  to  you  is,  'God  could  do 
that  through  you.'  "  [ft] 


September  1997 


General  Conference  Review 


Marvin  McMickle  appeals  for  a  response  to  God's  call 


TWO  CHALLENGES  were  made 
and  met  during  the  Thursday 
evening  service  of  General  Confer- 
ence, sponsored  by  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  service 
was  a  time  of  prayer  with  laying  on 
of  hands  for  Eduardo  and  Mariela 
Rodriguez,  a  young  couple  from  The 
Brethren  Church  in  Colon,  Argen- 
tina, who  spent  the  past  two  years 
studying  at  the  seminary.  The  Rodri- 
guezes are  now  returning  to  Argen- 
tina, where  they  will  reopen  Eden 
Bible  Institute  as  a  training  center 
for  Argentine  pastors  and  leaders. 

Following  the  consecration  of  the 
Rodriguezes,  Dr.  Fred  Finks,  Presi- 
dent of  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary, presented  the  first  challenge 
of  the  evening.  He  announced  that 
he  had  been  led  of  the  Lord  to  be- 
lieve that  the  offering  that  evening 
— to  be  used  to  support  the  work  of 
the  Rodriguezes  in  Argentina — 
would  be  $20,000  (about  ten  times 
a  normal  "good"  Conference  offer- 


ing)! The  offering  was  then  received. 


Dr.  Arden  Gilmer  (I),  Rev.  Reilly  Smith  (c),  and 
Dr.  Fred  Finks  lead  the  Conference  in  praying  for 
Eduardo  and  Mariela  Rodriguez  and  their  future 
work  as  they  prepare  to  return  to  Argentina. 


The  speaker  for  the  service  was 
Dr.  Marvin  McMickle,  associate 
professor  of  homiletics  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary.  He  spoke  on 
the  subject,  "Solid  Ground  for 
Growing  Churches." 

According  to  Dr.  McMickle,  Acts 
2:41—47  provides  us  a  model  for 
strong,  growing  churches.  Working 
backward,  from  the  end  to  the  be- 
ginning of  this  passage,  he  noted 
first  that  the  people  of  this  early 
church  gave  sacrificially.  They  held 
nothing  back.  We,  too,  need  to  give 
as  sacrificially  and  as  generously  as 
God  has  given  to  us. 

The  Acts  2  church  was  a  praying 
church.  Dr.  McMickle's  application 
for  today's  church  is  that  we  must 
reach  beyond  ourselves  and  put  our 
hands  in  God's  hand. 

The  people  of  the  early  church  also 
gathered  themselves  together  for  the 
breaking  of  bread.  They  came  to- 
gether in  the  one  act  that  binds  all 
Christians  together — the  Eucharist 
— which  reminds  us  that  we  are  a 
redeemed  and  ransomed  people. 

Furthermore,  the  early 
Christians  were  a  people 
who  sought  fellowship 
with  one  another.  They 
sought  out  each  other. 

Finally,  and  most  impor- 
tantly, the  early  Chris- 
tians gathered  them- 
selves around  the  teach- 
ing of  the  apostles.  They 
did  not  follow  their  own 
impulses  to  go  forth  and 
save  the  world.  They 
gathered  themselves 
around  the  apostles  and 
studied  their  doctrine 
and  teachings. 

"And  from  whence 
came  these  apostles?" 
Dr.  McMickle  asked. 
"Somebody  here  knows 
now  that  God  is  calling 
you  to  such  a  ministry," 
he  continued.  While  all 
Christians  are  called  to  a 
life  of  giving,  praying, 
breaking  of  bread,  and 
fellowship,  some  are 
called  to  be  among  those 
to  whom  others  can  turn 


Following  his  message,  Dr.  McMickle 
observes  as  a  number  of  people  respond 
to  God's  call  to  Christian  ministry. 

to  find  out  what  "thus  saith  the  Lord." 

Dr.  McMickle  challenged  his 
audience  to  listen  for  that  call  of 
God.  It's  a  call  that  knows  no 
boundaries  of  age,  race,  or  gender, 
he  said.  Sometimes  it's  a  silent  call, 
coming  in  hints  and  suggestions.  At 
other  times  it's  loud  and  clear.  And 
sometimes  what  God  calls  you  to  is 
seen  in  relation  to  what  He  calls 
you  from.  But  we  must  also  remem- 
ber that  when  we  are  called,  noth- 
ing will  happen  until  we  answer. 

Dr.  McMickle  shared  his  own  call. 
It  began  at  age  13  while  he  was  at 
church  camp.  At  a  dedication  serv- 
ice the  final  night  of  camp,  those 
recommitting  themselves  to  Chris- 
tian living  were  asked  to  take  a 
white  candle,  while  those  dedicat- 
ing themselves  to  full-time  Chris- 
tian service  were  asked  to  take  a 
pink  candle.  He  took  a  white  can- 
dle, went  to  his  cabin,  put  the  white 
candle  under  his  pillow,  and  went 
to  sleep.  When  he  woke  up  the  next 
morning,  the  candle  was  pink! 

McMickle  forgot  the  pink  candle, 
finished  school,  and,  at  the  age  of 
17,  took  a  job  as  a  printer.  He  worked 
for  a  company  that  printed  Playboy 
magazine.  He  thought  he  had  the 
best  job  in  town. 

"Now  guess  who  comes  back  and 
says,  "Remember  that  pink  candle?'  " 
(cont  on  page  7,  after  the  Outlook  Newsletter  pages) 
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The 

(President 's 
(Pen 

Dear  Ladies, 

I  am  writing  this  before  Confer- 
ence, so  you  will  have  to  wait  until 
my  next  letter  for  a  report  on  busi- 
ness. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  Confer- 
ence. One  of  my  favorite  times  is 
the  singing.  I  love  to  hear  all  the 
voices  as  they  join  together  in 
praise  through  songs.  I  read  in 
Psalm  33:1-3:  "Rejoice  in  the  Lord, 
O  ye  righteous:  ....  Sing  unto  him 
a  new  song."  Singing  has  always 
played  a  big  role  in  the  worship  of 
God.  The  Psalms  were  sung  in  the 
temple,  often  as  a  response  be- 
tween a  soloist  and  the  choir  or 
between  the  choir  and  the  congre- 
gation. Jesus  and  His  disciples  sang 
a  hymn  after  He  had  instituted  the 
Lord's  Supper.  Paul  encouraged 
believers  to  address  one  another 
with  "psalms  and  hymns  and  spiri- 
tual songs"  (Ephesians  5:19). 

Singing  is  an  effective  way  to  ex- 
press our  adoration,  our  supplica- 
tion, or  our  testimony.  Through 
song  we  praise  our  God  and  edify 
one  another.  Paul  and  Silas,  while 
in  prison  with  their  feet  in  chains 
and  raw  from  beatings,  sang 
songs.  Their  hearts  were  full  of  the 
joy  of  salvation. 

My  grandchildren  all  love  to 
sing.  Jim  and  I  have  often  been 
serenaded  over  the  phone  with 
"Happy  Birthday."  Matthew  and 
Nathan  have  given  us  many  "con- 
certs" of  music  with  their  tape  re- 
(continued  on  page  4) 


GRASP  THE  VISION 

Devotions  presented  by  Susan  Kidd,  August  5,  1997 

Not  that  I  have  already  obtained  all  this,  or  have  already  been 
made  perfect,  but  I  press  on  to  take  hold  of  that  for  which  Christ 
Jesus  took  hold  of  me.  Brothers,  I  do  not  consider  myself  yet  to  have 
taken  hold  of  it.  But  one  thing  I  do:  Forgetting  what  is  behind  and 
straining  toward  what  is  ahead,  I  press  on  toward  the  goal  to  win 
the  prize  for  which  God  has  called  me  heavenward  in  Christ  Jesus. 

All  of  us  who  are  mature  should  take  such  a  view  of  things.  And 
if  on  some  point  you  think  differently,  that  too  God  will  make  clear 
to  you.  Only  let  us  live  up  to  what  we  have  already  attained. 

Philippians  3:12-16  (mv) 


As  I  was  thinking  about  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  theme  and  reading 
the  above  scripture  in  preparation 
for  these  devotions,  several  words 
caught  my  attention.  Verse  15  says 
"take  such  a  view  of  things,"  and 
verse  16:  "God  will  make  clear  to 
you."  Grasp  the  Vision.  Vision,  clear, 
view. 

A  few  years  ago  I  realized  that 
my  physical  vision,  my  sight,  was 
not  clear.  I  remember  so  well.  I 
was  recovering  from  some  minor 
surgery  and  my  sister  had  picked 
out  a  book  for  me  to  read  during 
my  convalescence.  It  was  not  the 
most  interesting  story  and  I  was 
only  half  concentrating.  I  closed 
one  eye  just  for  fun  and  then 
closed  the  other.  Immediately  the 
book  had  my  attention!  Not  the 
story,  but  the  print  on  the  pages  of 
the  book. 

When  my  left  eye  was  closed,  the 
print  was  blurred.  I  could  not  see 
to  read!  I  could  hardly  see  at  all 
with  my  right  eye!  As  soon  as 
could  be  arranged,  I  went  to  my 
eye  doctor.  To  my  utter  surprise,  I 
had  a  fully  developed  cataract  on 
my  right  eye  and  one  forming  on 
the  left.  I  must  say  that  I  was  re- 
lieved. 

I  knew  from  my  nursing  back- 
ground that  cataracts  were  a 
clouding  of  the  naturally  crystal- 


line lens  that  often  accompanied 
aging  and  that  it  could  be  treated. 
Even  though  I  knew  that  I  was 
too  young  for  this,  I  also  knew 
that  my  vision  could  be  restored. 
All  I  had  to  do  was  allow  a  surgeon 
to  cut  into  my  eye,  take  the  cloudy 
lens  out,  and  replace  it  with  a  per- 
fectly clear  man-made  one.  I  knew 
that  this  was  one  vision  problem 
that  could  be  corrected. 

Well,  I  scheduled  my  surgery,  al- 
lowed the  doctor  to  make  a  tiny  in- 
cision into  the  front  of  my  eye  and 
— as  if  by  magic — send  sound  waves 
into  it  and  pulverize  that  cloudy 
cataract.  I  also  let  him  put  a  tiny 
piece  of  plastic  in  there  that  was 
just  the  right  size  to  replace  my 
own  lost  lens. 

A  few  years  later,  this  procedure 
was  repeated  for  my  left  eye.  The 
implants  were  even  better  than 
the  lens  they  replaced  because 
they  corrected  the  nearsightedness 
I  had  had  since  I  was  in  the  fifth 
grade.  Once  healing  was  complete, 
I  had  20/20  vision  in  both  eyes.  I 
could  see  to  drive  without  my 
glasses  for  the  first  time  in  my  life. 
However,  man-made  lenses  are  not 
perfect.  They  do  not  change  shape 
in  response  to  different  distances, 
like  natural  lenses  do.  They  cannot 
adjust  in  order  to  allow  me  to  see 
(continued  on  page  3) 


HIGHLIGHTS  OF  THE  W.M.S.  CONFERENCE 


Greetings  to  you  from  the  lovely 
campus  of  St.  Mary's  College  in 
South  Bend,  Indiana.  The  Gothic- 
style  buildings  are  stately  and 
beautiful.  This  was  a  very  nice  loca- 
tion for  the  Conference. 

The  entire  week  was  filled  with 
blessings.  God  was  involved  with 
advanced  planning,  so  the  speak- 
ers were  outstanding,  business  de- 
tails proceeded  smoothly,  and  each 
one  felt  God's  presence. 

The  W.M.S.  sessions  were  equally 
rewarding.  Marilyn  Aspinall,  vice 
president,  acknowledged  God's 
leading  and  ladies'  willingness  to 
participate  when  they  were  asked. 

Susan  Kidd  (Bridgewater,  Va.) 
gave  the  devotions  on  Tuesday  and 
Thursday.  I  could  relate  easily  to 
improving  physical  vision  by  cata- 
ract surgery,  since  I  experienced  that 
last  fall.  Her  analogy  of  our  physi- 
cal vision  and  seeing  by  God's  vi- 
sion was  very  interesting.  Be  sure 
to  read  her  devotions  on  page  1. 

The  Wednesday  luncheon  is  al- 
ways a  Conference  highlight  and  it 
was  once  again.  Nirmala  Kumar 
(India)  spoke  on  the  Conference 
theme,  "Grasp  the  Vision."  She  said, 
"Not  only  does  God  give  the  vision, 
but  He  also  gives  the  provision." 

Nirmala  stated  that  the  Breth- 
ren Mission  in  India  is  growing. 
They  have  prayer  centers  where 
the  Indian  people  pray  for  the 
Brethren  in  the  U.S.A.,  and  in 
Rajahmundry  a  round-the-clock 
prayer  and  fast  service  is  held  the 
first  Friday  of  each  month.  This  is 
proof  that  a  praying  church  is  a 
growing  church. 

She  showed  a  few  copies  of  the 
Indian  Brethren  Evangelist,  which 
she  edits.  They  print  only  1,000 
copies  and  distribute  them  to  pris- 
ons and  jails  as  an  evangelistic 
tool.  She  has  received  correspon- 
dence from  prisoners  indicating 
how  their  lives  have  been  changed 
after  reading  the  Evangelist. 

The  lovely  table  decorations — 
baskets  of  silk  flowers — were  from 
the  North  Georgetown  ladies.  Dayrl 
and  Joan  Merrill  designed  and 
printed  the  luncheon  programs. 


SPECIAL  SERVICES 

Tuesday  the  New  Lebanon  ladies 
conducted  the  memorial  service. 
Lori  Metivier  and  Pauline  Winfield 
showed  a  floral  wreath  with  a  name 
tag  on  each  flower,  representing 
the  16  ladies  who  died  during  the 
past  year.  Ivy  intertwined  the 
flowers,  showing  how  we  were 
bound  together.  In  the  middle  of 
the  wreath  was  a  dish  of  water. 
Lori  dropped  in  a  stone  and  com- 
mented on  the  ripples,  indicating 
that  each  of  us  was  affected  by  one 
of  these  sisters.  We  were  thankful 
for  their  lives. 

The  Roanoke  society  received  the 
project  offering,  which  concluded 
the  two-year  project  for  purchasing 
the  church  site  in  Lima,  Peru.  Of- 
ferings were  received  as  Sharon 
Williams  called  for  representatives 
from  each  district. 

The  thank  offerings  were  re- 
ceived by  Emma  Lee  Stoller,  Norma 
Beecher,  and  pianist  Phyllis  Wray 
from  the  Corinth  W.M.S.  Using  the 
theme,  "Thank  You,  Lord,"  Emma 
Lee  gave  a  reading  listing  some  of 
our  gifts:  time,  opportunities,  un- 
derstanding, repentance  and  re- 
demption, love,  and  many  more. 
During  the  reading,  Norma  dropped 
"coins"  into  her  basket.  Phyllis 
played  appropriate  music  as  ladies 
presented  their  thank  offerings. 

MUSICIANS  AND  FUN 

As  Shirley  mentioned  in  The 
President's  Pen,  music  is  a  special 
feature  of  Conference.  Sherry  Van 
Duyne  (Ashland)  and  Nancy  Hunn 
(Nappanee)  were  the  song  leader 
and  pianist  respectively.  They 
taught  us  the  theme  song,  "Much 
More  than  We  Imagine." 

Sue  Mercer  and  twin  daughters, 
Leta  and  Lana  (Bellefontaine),  sang 
"Lord,  Give  Us  a  Vision"  based  on 
John  17. 

For  the  luncheon  Jan  Szymczak 
(Ardmore)  played  "The  Lord's 
Prayer"  as  a  flute  solo  and  Marsha 
Nies  (Masontown)  sang  "He's  Been 
Faithful  to  Me."  Marsha  sang  on 
Thursday  also,  'There  is  a  Savior." 

In  a  fun  category  all  by  herself, 


Dolly  Zerbe  (Peru)  gave  a  humor- 
ous monologue  "Going  on  a  Sight- 
seeing Bus."  Dolly  was  dressed  in 
a  very  "stylish"  costume  and  led 
one's  imagination  from  the  bus  to 
the  hospital. 

MISSIONARIES 

Missionaries  blessed  us  through- 
out the  week,  always  friendly  and 
willing  to  chat.  Part  of  the  Tues- 
day schedule  was  given  to  greet- 
ings from  the  missionaries  who 
were  in  attendance.  Karen  Best 
(Lost  Creek)  is  our  newest  mis- 
sionary. In  late  July  Karen  and 
her  family  moved  from  Stockton, 
CA,  to  Lost  Creek,  KY,  where  her 
husband,  Randy,  is  the  assistant 
administrator  of  Riverside  Chris- 
tian School.  Karen  conveyed  greet- 
ings from  Doran  and  Nancy  Hos- 
tetler,  expressing  their  grateful- 
ness for  all  the  support  from  many 
W.M.S.  ladies:  school  and  personal 
supplies,  soup  labels,  work  teams, 
cards,  notes,  and  prayers. 

Nirmala  Kumar  spoke  about  re- 
cycling our  greeting  cards  they  re- 
ceive. Bible  bookmarks  are  cut 
from  the  front  picture  of  the  cards 
and  given  to  all  who  attend  the 
New  Year's  Eve  prayer  service 
from  11:00  p.m.  to  1:00  a.m. 

She  said  that  some  of  our  fi- 
nances purchase  treadle  sewing 
machines  for  ladies  to  use  in  their 
vocational  schools.  Always  the  Ku- 
mars are  thankful  for  funds  which 
built  the  boys'  and  girls'  orphanages. 

(continued  on  page  3) 
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Highlights  (continued) 

Chantal  Logan  spoke  of  the  diffi- 
culties she  and  Mark  encounter  in 
Djibouti,  Africa.  This  is  a  Muslim 
country,  so  they  can  not  speak 
about  Jesus  Christ.  (Make  sure  no 
mention  of  a  church  appears  on 
your  mail  to  them.)  It  is  the  hot- 
test country  in  the  world  to  live, 
but  Coca-Cola  is  the  official  drink. 
So,  when  you  see  or  drink  a  Coke, 
think  and  pray  for  them  and  the 
Muslim  sisters. 

Tracy  Ruggles  reiterated  several 
examples  of  Romans  8:28,  her  key 
verse.  (Read  this  verse  yourself, 
since  I  haven't  space  to  include  it.) 
She  and  Todd  have  established  one 
church  and  five  mission  points  in 
Mexico  City.  In  addition  to  her 
leading  a  women's  Bible  study  and 
child  evangelism  fellowship,  she  is 
able  to  reach  families  with  her 
nursing  skills — i.e.,  blood  pressure 
and  diet  helps. 

Shirley  Black  read  a  letter  of 
greeting  from  Norma  Rodriguez  in 
Buenos  Aires.  She  wrote  that  the 
Argentine  W.M.S.  will  celebrate  its 
30th  anniversary  in  October.  They 
have  invited  Marilyn  Aspinall — the 
one  who  helped  them  to  begin — to 
attend  their  celebration.  Pray  for 
Marilyn  as  she  makes  this  decision. 

BUSINESS 

The  following  committees  served 
during  the  week: 

Nominating:  Linda  Immel  and 
Helen  Garner. 

Credential:  Anita  Hollewell  and 
Joann  Troyer. 

Auditing:  Donna  Stoffer  and  Gini 
Hutchison.  They  examined  the 
books  of  the  financial  secretary  and 
the  literature  secretary  and  found 
all  records  in  good  order.  The 
treasurer's  books  were  examined 
by  a  certified  CPA  and  approved. 

Election  and  Appointment  of  Of- 
ficers: 

Shirley  Black  and  Joanne  Kroft 
were  reelected  as  president  and  fi- 
nancial secretary,  respectively. 

Shirley  announced  the  resigna- 
tions of  Jeanette  Sullivan,  editor  of 
the  Devotional  Guide;  Kathleen 
Mack  and  Doris  Shultz,  literature 
secretary  and  assistant.  Words  of 
commendation  and  appreciation 
gifts  were  presented  to  each. 
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Shirley  invited  any  lady  to  con- 
tact her,  if  she  were  interested  in 
being  considered  for  editing  the 
Devotional  Guide.  Penny  Knoff 
(Louisville  Bible)  was  recommended 
to  be  the  literature  secretary  and 
Janet  Rufener  (Ashland)  was  rec- 
ommended to  be  the  treasurer's  as- 
sistant. (This  is  a  new  office.)  The 
Conference  approved  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  following  officers: 

General  Secretary,  Nancy  Hunn 
Assistant,  Trudy  Kerner 
Sewing  and  World  Relief  Coordina- 
tor, Joan  Merrill 
Editor,  Newsletter,  Joan  Ronk 
Editor,  Devotional  Guide,  open 
Subscription  Secretary,  Ginny  Hoyt 
Literature  Secretary,  Penny  Knoff 
Assistant  Treasurer,  Janet  Rufener 

Moderator  John  Shultz  led  the 
installation  service,  basing  his 
comments  on  Philippians  2:1-4, 
specifically  on  verse  4:  "Look  not 
only  to  your  own  interests,  but  also 
to  the  interests  of  others." 

FINANCES 

Joanne  Kroft  referred  to  the  fi- 
nancial secretary's  report  in  the  pro- 
gram booklet.  She  complimented  the 
ladies  on  their  financial  giving.  Dur- 
ing 1996-97  $39,118  was  received. 

Due  to  JoAnn  Seaman's  absence, 
the  treasurer's  report  was  pre- 
sented by  Joanne  Kroft.  She  gave 
the  Board's  recommendation  of  the 
1997-98  budget,  based  on  funds  re- 
ceived during  the  past  year. 

Benevolences  $16,565 

ATS  $4,800 

World/Home 

Missions  7,765 

Campus  Ministry      1,500 

Riverside  Christian 

School  1,500 

Scholarship,  AU        1,000 
Publications  $6,850 

Newsletter 

Devotional  Guide 
Other  Expenses  $2,285 

Administrative 

Social  Security 

Gifts  and  Conference         

Total  $25,700 

The  Conference  adopted  the 
budget. 

Offerings 
Joanne  Kroft  reported  that  the 
preliminary  project  offering  was 
$9,955.50.  If  your  society  has  addi- 


tional funds  which  you  wish  to  des- 
ignate for  this  project,  or  if  you 
didn't  send  your  offering  to  Confer- 
ence, please  send  it  to  Joanne.  The 
two-year  goal  was  $25,000;  the 
total  to  date  is  $21,908.38. 
Legacy  Fund 

The  Board  recommended  that 
the  interest  from  the  Legacy  Fund 
be  divided:  $2,000  to  the  new  mis- 
sion in  India,  established  by  Sud- 
hir  Kumar,  and  $1,000  to  the 
Missionary  Ministries  Council  to- 
ward moving  expenses  for  Randy 
and  Karen  Best  from  California  to 
Kentucky.  Conference  approved. 
Project 

After  two  years  of  study  at  ATS, 
Eduardo  and  Mariela  Rodriguez 
will  return  to  Argentina  this  fall  to 
reopen  the  Eden  Bible  Institute  for 
training  of  pastors  and  leaders. 
The  Board  recommended  that 
funds  for  the  Eden  Bible  Institute 
become  the  1997-98  project.  This 
recommendation  was  approved. 
Scholarship 

Conference  approved  granting 
scholarships  of  $500  each  to  Tracy 
Hammond  (Smithville)  and  Michelle 
Roblin  (Ashland).  Each  is  a  senior 
at  Ashland  University  this  year. 


Grasp  the  Vision  (continued) 

close.  I  cannot  see  to  read  unless  I 
wear  my  glasses.  My  glasses  cor- 
rect my  close  vision. 

What  does  all  of  this  have  to  do 
with  our  Conference  theme  "Grasp 
the  Vision"  or  God  making  things 
clear  for  us?  Well,  I  can't  help  but 
draw  some  comparisons  between 
our  physical  vision  and  a  view  of 
God's  will  for  us.  The  process  of 
seeing  is  fairly  complicated.  Light 
rays  must  shine  through  clear  por- 
tions of  our  eyes  in  order  to  focus 
on  the  retina,  which  is  the  inner- 
most layer.  This  causes  electrical 
impulses  to  be  sent  via  the  optic 
nerves  to  the  brain.  There  the  elec- 
trical impulses  are  interpreted  as 
sight.  Even  if  the  light  rays  are 
perfect,  if  there  is  anything  cloudy 
between  them  and  the  retina, 
vision  is  blurred.  All  of  you  who 
wear  glasses  know  this:  when  they 
are  dirty  with  fingerprints,  your 
sight  is  not  clear. 

God  is  light.  God  is  perfect.  He 
(continued  on  page  4) 


Grasp  the  Vision  (continued) 
desires  to  communicate  with  us,  to 
share  His  vision  with  us.  I  would 
like  to  think  that  we  have  an  inner 
retina,  a  special  part  of  us  that  re- 
ceives God's  message.  But,  in  order 
for  us  to  receive  this  message,  His 
light  must  be  focused  perfectly  on 
this  retina  by  our  crystal  clear  lens. 
What  if  that  lens  is  cloudy?  What 
if  we  have  a  cataract?  God  is  still 
there.  He  is  still  perfect.  He  still 
has  a  plan  for  us.  But  our  cataract 
prevents  us  from  focusing  on  Him. 

We  all  have  cataracts,  things  that 
get  between  us  and  God's  message: 
responsibilities,  our  families,  our  own 
wants,  busyness,  worries,  sin — you 
name  your  own  cataracts.  In  order 
to  receive  God's  message  clearly, 
the  cloudiness  needs  to  be  re- 
moved. We  need  to  allow  the  Mas- 
ter Surgeon  to  send  waves  of 
energy  into  the  cataract,  to  pulver- 
ize it,  and  take  it  out.  Once  it  is 
removed,  we  must  allow  the  lens  to 
be  replaced  by  a  new  perfect  in- 
traocular lens,  Jesus.  Jesus  will 
come  into  us  and  allow  us  to  see 
clearly  God's  vision  for  us.  He  will 
remain  within  us  and  allow  us  to 
focus  on  Him. 

With  our  new  implant  we  are 
farsighted;  we  see  at  a  distance 
perfectly;  we  can  see  our  heaven- 
ward call;  we  are  saved  for  eter- 
nity. But,  even  though  the  distant 
vision  is  clear,  we  still  have 
trouble  with  that  close  vision,  that 
nearsightedness.  We  feel  safe  and 
secure  in  the  future,  the  distant 
vision,  but — that  close  stuff — that 
day-to-day  vision  still  needs  help. 
So  we  must  wear  glasses  to  correct 
our  close  vision. 

Think  about  these  glasses  as  be- 
ing the  Holy  Spirit.  He  helps  us 
focus  on  the  details  of  today.  He 
may  speak  through  a  special  song 
or  piece  of  music,  a  book,  the  words 
of  a  friend,  a  sermon.  He  may  make 
a  special  Bible  reference  come  to  life. 

So,  if  our  vision  is  cloudy,  if  our 
view  of  heaven  is  failing,  if  we 
have  trouble  grasping  the  vision, 
we  must  be  willing  to  ask  the  Mas- 
ter Surgeon  to  open  our  eyes  and 
remove  the  cloudy  lens.  We  must 
replace  that  lens  with  Jesus 
Christ.  He  will  give  purpose  and 
meaning  to  our  lives  as  we  see 
clearly.  And  we  must  daily  put  on 


our  glasses  so  the  Holy  Spirit  can 
help  us  see  God's  will  up  close. 

Prayer:  Thank  you,  Lord,  for  giv- 
ing us  a  retina  to  receive  your  love 
and  vision.  Thank  you  for  being 
our  perfect  lens.  Motivate  us  to  put 
on  our  glasses,  so  we  can  focus 
clearly  on  the  details  of  your  plans 
for  us.  Amen 


President's  Pen  (continued) 

corders  and  microphones.  Many 
times  we  picked  up  Randi  and  T.J. 
at  the  Assembly  of  God  day  care  in 
Mansfield.  They  would  sing  the 
songs  they  learned  at  "school"  dur- 
ing the  30-minute  drive  home. 
That  kept  them  busy  and  kept  Jim 
and  me  entertained. 

If  you  truly  love  the  Lord,  join 
enthusiastically  with  others  in 
praising  Him  through  song.  When 
you  are  alone  and  your  heart  is 
full,  sing  a  song.  Don't  worry  about 
how  it  sounds!  The  Lord  is  pleased 


with  any  melody  of  praise  that  comes 
from  the  heart.  So  keep  singing. 

As  you  begin  a  new  year  in  your 
W.M.S.,  why  not  try  something  dif- 
ferent in  one  of  your  meetings. 
Have  a  special  program  and  invite 
all  the  ladies  of  your  church.  Let 
me  know  if  any  of  you  do  anything 
like  that  and  what  the  results 
were.  We  need  to  "expand  our  min- 
istry outreach"  to  reach  all  of  the 
ladies  of  our  churches.  We  may 
need  to  add  some  areas  to  our 
women's  ministries  in  many  of  our 
churches.  We  can  still  be  mission 
minded  and  continue  to  support  our 
missionaries  in  prayer  and  with 
our  offerings.  They  need  us  and  we 
need  them.  We  cannot  forget  that 
we  are  a  Women's  Missionary  So- 
ciety. Missions  should  be  our  main 
focal  point  in  our  meetings. 
God  Bless  You. 


Shirley  Black 


TkZlitfir's  Biditifl 

Dear  Friend, 

Now  to  work!  Conference  week 
was  filled  with  God's  blessings — 
inspiration,  vision,  opportunities  for 
service,  friends,  and  new  friends. 
It  was  a  joyful  week!  Now  we  are 
home  and  it  is  time  to  use  our  en- 
ergy and  implement  our  ideas. 

May  I  suggest: 

USE  your  Devotional  Guide  as  a 
basis  for  your  devotions.  Each  arti- 
cle presents  one  woman's  perspec- 
tive of  experiencing  joy  in  her 
spiritual  journey.  Let  the  article  spur 
your  memories  and  supplement  the 
chosen  topic.  Try  the  recipes,  too, 
at  home.  They  are  family  tested. 

READ  over  the  commitments  on 
page  46  of  the  Devotional  Guide. 
You  may  realize  that  they  are  the 
same  and  wonder  why  read,  study, 
and  commit  to  them.  The  Executive 
Board  sees  these  as  very  basic  com- 
mitments (hence,  ABC's).  We  haven't 
achieved  these,  but  we  "press  on 
toward  the  goal"  (Philippians  3:12). 

One  very  important  sentence  of 
No.  1  is  "A  written  prayer  list  is 
suggested."  Often  we  glibly  say  "I'll 
pray  for  you."  Then,  out  of  sight, 
out  of  mind!  Our  minds  are  full  of 


very  many  things;  some  aren't  im- 
portant, but  others  are.  To  say  that 
we'll  pray  is  a  promise,  so  write  it, 
lest  you  forget.  Keep  your  list  handy 
and  spend  time  each  day  praying 
and  thinking  for  each  name/concern. 
It's  interesting  to  review  old  lists 
and  notice  how  God  has  acknow- 
ledged your  prayers. 

In  a  ladies  group  not  in  the 
Brethren  denomination,  the  prayer 
chairman  distributes  a  half  sheet  of 
paper  for  each  one  to  list  the  con- 
cerns and  praises.  This  is  reviewed 
the  following  month,  when  praises 
are  noted  and  necessary  concerns 
are  continued  for  the  next  month. 
This  certainly  makes  achieving  the 
No.  1  commitment  much  easier. 

Please  send  your  dues  of  $7.50 
per  member  and  the  revised  mem- 
bership list  to  Joanne  Kroft  by 
October  31.  Please  don't  send  a  sub- 
stitute list,  but  return  the  one  you 
received  from  the  national  office. 

If  anyone  wants  to  belong  to 
W.M.S.  but  cannot  pay  her  dues, 
please  make  that  notation  on  the 
membership  list.  The  national 
W.M.S.  will  cover  that  amount. 
Your  friend, 

Lr  Joan 

Women's  Outlook  Newsletter 
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Other  special  events  during  Conference  week 


IN  ADDITION  TO  the  evening 
services  and  the  two  morning 
workshop  sessions  highlighted  on 
pages  4-6,  three  other  events  dur- 
ing Conference  week  merit  special 
attention:  the  Table  Talk  sessions 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons, 
the  Corporate  Prayer  service  Thurs- 
day morning,  and  the  World  Relief 
Soup  Lunch  Thursday  at  12:30  p.m. 

Table  Talks 

If  the  Conference  evaluations  are 
any  guide,  the  Table  Talk  sessions 
were  one  of  the  most  popular 
events  of  Conference.  On  Tuesday 
and  Thursday,  Brethren  had  the 

Marvin  McMickle 

(continued  from  page  6) 
McMickle  said.  "Now  put  down  your 
printing  press  .  .  .  and  put  down 
your  magazines  and  go  preach  my 
gospel,"  the  Lord  told  him.  Take  up 
your  cross  and  follow  me." 

Dr.  McMickle  closed  his  message 
with  an  antiphony  of  Isaiah  6:8 — 

'Whom  shall  we  send?  And  who 
will  go  for  us?'  Then  from  some- 
where in  the  shadows  and  mists  of 
the  Spirit-filled  Temple  comes  a  voice, 
'Here  am  I,  Lord;  send  me!'  " 

"I  think  I  hear  the  question,  'Whom 
shall  we  send?'  "  Dr.  McMickle  add- 
ed quietly.  "I  think  it's  waiting  for 
your  answer,  'Here  am  I,  Lord.'  " 

Following  Dr.  McMickle's  message, 
Dr.  Leroy  Solomon  gave  the  second 
challenge  of  the  evening — for  those 
who  had  heard  the  call  of  God  to 
come  forward.  In  response,  35  people 
— men,  women,  young  adults,  teens 
— came  forward  to  respond  to  God's 
call  for  full-time  Christian  service. 

Emotions  soared  as  the  platform 
filled  with  those  who  responded 
and  those  who  came  to  pray  with 
them.  They  soared  even  higher 
when  Dr.  Finks  announced  that  the 
first  challenge  had  also  been  met 
and  surpassed:  the  offering  to  sup- 
port Eden  Bible  Institute  totaled 
$24,151!  [ft] 

—  reported  by  Corky  Fisher 
Ms.  Fisher,  a  1997  graduate  of  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary,  is  an  em- 
ployee at  The  Carpenter's  Shop,   the 
Brethren  bookstore  in  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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opportunity  each  afternoon  to  sit  in 
on  one  50-minute  seminar  session 
or  two  20-minute  Table  Talks. 

The  Tuesday  seminar  was  about 
the  challenges  and  opportunities  of 
smaller  churches;  Thursday's  was 
about  the  process  of  forgiveness.  The 
Table  Talks  (18  in  all,  many  offered 


dozen  people  sat  around  a  table  with 
a  person  knowledgeable  on  the  sub- 
ject to  receive  input,  share  ideas, 
and  ask  questions.  The  discussions 
were  well  received,  with  many  peo- 
ple leaving  the  sessions  wanting 
more,  commenting  that  20  minutes 
was  just  not  enough  time. 


Table  Talk  discussion  groups  offered  Brethren  an  opportunity  to  explore  a  variety 
of  topics  related  to  the  life  and  ministry  of  the  church. 


both  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  some 
only  one  day  or  the  other)  covered  a 
variety  of  subjects — music  resources, 
renewal  retreats,  denominational  re- 
organization, mission  statements  for 
smaller  churches,  church  revitaliza- 
tion,  starting  a  new  worship  service, 
church  growth  and  outreach  ideas, 
visitor  follow-up,  church  planting, 
forgiveness,  needs  of  the  pastoral 
family,  youth  group  ideas,  technol- 
ogy in  the  church,  and  opportuni- 
ties to  meet  our  missionaries  (the 
Kumars,  Ruggles,  and  Logans). 
In  these  Table  Talks,  a  few  to  a 


Corporate  Prayer 

The  spiritual  high  point  of  the  week 
for  some  was  the  Corporate  Prayer 
time  Thursday  morning,  led  by  Rev. 
Tom  Sprowls,  pastor  of  the  Living 
HOPE  Brethren  Church  in  Medina, 
Ohio.  Sometimes  Conference  prayer 
events  are  for  small  groups,  but  this 
was  a  time  for  the  entire  Confer- 
ence to  come  together  for  prayer. 

The  session  included  responsive 

prayers,  individual  silent  prayer, 

small-group  prayer,  vocal  prayers, 

(continued  on  next  page) 


During  the  Corporate  Prayer  session,  Brethren  gathered  around  the  members 
of  the  Executive  Board  to  uphold  them  in  prayer. 
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and  a  time  of  silent  meditation. 
There  were  prayers  of  confession, 
prayers  for  reconciliation,  prayers 
for  healing  of  relationships  in  our 
churches,  and  prayers  for  trust  to 
be  built  between  local  churches  and 
denominational  leadership.  There 
were  also  prayers  for  the  Brethren 
denomination,  its  leadership,  vision, 
s  x 

"In  a  word,  among  the  many 
blessings  [of  Conference],  the 
Thursday  morning  Concert  of 
Prayer  was  powerful  and 
power-filled. " 

—  Rev.  Dennis  E.  Sigle, 
Burlington,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church 

and  unity.  During  this  time  of  prayer, 
Rev.  Sprowls  felt  led  to  call  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board  forward  and  to  ask 
the  Brethren  to  lay  hands  on  them 
and  to  pray  for  them  and  their  lead- 
ership in  The  Brethren  Church. 

In  the  time  of  silent,  meditative 
prayer,  the  Brethren  were  encour- 
aged to  sit  quietly  and  let  God  speak 
to  them.  A  large  pad  of  paper  was 
placed  on  an  easel,  and  those  who 
felt  so  led  of  the  Spirit  were  encour- 
aged to  go  forward  and  write  a  word 
from  the  Lord  on  the  pad.  A  num- 
ber of  Brethren  did  so  (see  below). 


As  noted  above,  this  session  was 
the  spiritual  high  point  of  the  Con- 
ference for  some.  There  was  a  defi- 
nite sense  that  the  Spirit  was  mov- 
ing among  the  Brethren.  A  number 
of  people  commented  on  their  Con- 
ference evaluations  that  a  time  of 
corporate  prayer  should  be  a  part  of 
every  Conference. 

World  Relief  Soup  Lunch 

In  addition  to  a  meal  of  soup, 
bread,  and  fruit  (too  much  food  for 
a  World  Relief  lunch,  some  people 
said!),  Brethren  had  the  opportu- 
nity to  hear  both  Brethren  mission- 
ary Rev.  Prasanth  Kumar  and  Mr. 
Arne  Bergstrom,  Asia  Regional 
Director  and  Disaster  Response 
Director  for  World  Relief  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Evangelicals. 

Each  year  several  thousands  of 
World  Relief  dollars  are  sent  to 
Brethren  Mission  in  India  for  relief 
work  among  the  poor  and  destitute 
people  there.  Rev.  Kumar  told  how 
these  funds  were  used  during  the 
past  year  to  provide  food,  water, 
shelter,  and  other  needs  to  the  vic- 
tims of  two  devastating  hurricanes 
that  hit  India.  He  said  that  this 
relief  work  gives  Brethren  mission 
workers  in  India  an  opportunity  to 


Vision  Through  Prayer 

Following  are  the  items  that  were 
written  on  the  easel  pad  during  the 
period  of  silent,  meditative  prayer 
at  the  Corporate  Prayer  session. 

•  A  multi-ethnic/multi-colored 
denomination 

•  100  of  our  very  best  and  bright- 
est called  into  pastoral  ministry 
by  the  year  2000 

•  What  will  be  shaken  will  be 
shaken  and  what  remains, 
remain.  Fear  not! 

•  National  meeting  of  all  district 
mission  boards  with  national 
office  for  a  unified/collective 
church-planting  effort! 

•  Lord,  I  will. 

•  Exponential  growth! 

•  Psalm  85:8 

•  Equip  our  youth! 

•  Luke  12:31-32 

•  Establishment  of  a  reconciliation 
team  to  assist  Dave  Cooksey, 
local  pastors  and  churches  in 
resolving  conflict 

•  Excellence  Honors  God 


Healthy  bodies  grow  and 

reproduce 

Isaiah  41:10 

Proverbs  3:5-6 

Support  network  for  hurting 

pastors  and  their  wives 

Bi-vocational  pastors  are  as  called 

of  God  as  full-time.  Minister  to 

them  and  their  unique  needs. 

Me  &  Them  becoming  us 

God  has  already  given  us  the 

keys.  Don't  lose  them 

Estes  Park  2000  —  no  business 

only  revival 

200  by  2000— think  big!! 

Don't  expect  "contemporary" 

worship  to  minister  to  Gen  X; 

promote  development  of 

"alternative"  services. 

2/3  &  1/3 

Daniel  3:17-18  &  6:23 

Joshua  1:8-9 


1040 


"They  that  wait" 
Consider  all  the  women.  They 
need  opportunity  and  inspiration 
and  will  pray 


In  addition  to  speaking  at  the  World 
Relief  Soup  Lunch,  Arne  Bergstrom — 
who  said  he  seldom  travels  without  his 
guitar — played  and  sang  at  the  meal. 

show  the  compassion  and  love  of 
Jesus  in  action.  When  those  who 
are  helped  ask,  "Why  are  you  here?" 
the  missionaries  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  answer  with  the  word  of  God. 

In  his  comments,  Arne  Bergstrom 
emphasized  the  partnership  that  is 
a  part  of  the  work  of  World  Relief. 
He  expressed  appreciation  for  the 
partnership  between  The  Brethren 
Church  and  World  Relief.  He  also 
spoke  highly  of  the  partnership  be- 
tween World  Relief  and  the  Kumars 
and  their  relief  work  in  India. 

In  another  vein,  he  talked  about 
the  partnership  between  evangelism 
and  social  action.  Acknowledging  the 
tension  between  the  two,  he  never- 
theless pointed  out  that  you  can't 
preach  the  gospel  to  dead  people. 

He  also  spoke  about  the  "silent 
famine"  in  North  Korea,  a  country 
closed  to  Christianity.  Information 
from  this  country  during  this  fam- 
ine has  brought  to  light  the  fact 
that  the  church  is  alive  in  North 
Korea,  with  as  many  as  500  house 
churches  there.  World  Relief  has  been 
able  to  encourage  these  believers 
by  channeling  its  relief  efforts 
through  some  of  these  churches. 

The  work  of  World  Relief  is  also  a 
partnership  with  God.  From  Him 
we  have  received  compassion  and 
comfort  (2  Cor.  1:3-4)  as  well  as 
resources  of  finances  and  prayer. 
We,  in  turn,  can  share  compassion 
and  comfort  with  others  and  help 
them  in  their  need. 

A  World  Relief  offering  of  $1,890 
was  received  at  the  meal.  [ft] 
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General  Conference  Review 


Emanuel  Sandberg  affirmed  as  Executive  Director 


A  MAJOR  ITEM  of  business  dur- 
ing General  Conference  was 
the  affirmation  of  Dr.  Emanuel  W. 
Sandberg  as  Executive  Director  of 
The  Brethren  Church.  During  the 
Wednesday  business  session,  Mod- 
erator John  Shultz  explained  the 
process  the  Executive  Board  used 
in  selecting  a  person  for  this  posi- 
tion and  then  introduced  Dr.  "Buzz" 
Sandberg  as  the  person  the  board 
had  selected. 

Dr.  Sandberg  then  addressed  the 
Conference.  He  spoke  about  his  life 
and  particularly  about  events  in  his 
spiritual  journey.  After  a  career  that 
included  time  in  the  Navy,  teaching 
in  a  university,  government  service 
(at  both  state  and  federal  levels), 
and  business  (heading  three  pri- 
vate health-care  management  com- 
panies), he  retired  to  the  Linwood, 
Md.,  area.  There  Rev.  Bob  Keplin- 
ger  dogged  him  until  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Linwood  Brethren 
Church.  He  credited  Pastor  Keplin- 
ger  with  playing  an  influential  part 

The  highlight  of  [Conference] 
week  for  me  was  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  executive  who  is 
not  afraid  to  say  what  needs  to 
be  said.  We  are  lethargic  and 
lacking  in  commitment.  I  hope 
that  Buzz  can  shake  us  up  a 
little  bit  and  make  us  less  com- 
fortable. There  is  still  a  place 
for  The  Brethren  Church  in  the 
world,  but  it  will  not  happen 
without  the  effort  of  her  mem- 
bers! 

—  J.  Michael  Drushal 
University  Church,  Ashland,  Ohio 

in  his  life,  claiming  that  he  would 
not  be  serving  the  Lord  as  he  is 
today  if  it  were  not  for  Pastor  Bob. 
He  later  became  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Ashland  Uni- 
versity, which  led  him  and  his  wife, 
Ann,  to  move  to  Ashland.  He  be- 
came active  in  the  University  Church, 
took  courses  at  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  and  last  October  be- 
came Director  of  Transition  and 
Interim  Director  of  Congregational 
Ministries  for  The  Brethren  Church. 
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A  time  of  prayer  for  the  new  Executive  Director,  Buzz  Sandberg,  and  his  wife  Ann 
was  held  during  the  Friday  morning  session  of  Conference. 


"Something  I  want  every  Breth- 
ren person  to  do,"  he  said,  "is  ask 
God,  'What  can  I  do  to  serve  you?'  " 
He  added  that  this  is  something  he 
does  daily.  He  went  on  to  say  that 
we  (The  Brethren  Church)  need  to 
develop  a  vision  for  the  future — a 
vision  that  contains  specific  goals. 

His  own  vision  for  the  church  in- 
cludes seven  new  Brethren  congre- 
gations by  the  year  2000;  equipping 
every  believer  for  service;  recruiting 
and  training  people  for  Christian 
ministry;  and  a  more  generous  out- 
pouring of  finances  to  support  these 
programs.  He  noted  that  achieving 
this  vision  will  take  a  commitment 
"from  all  of  us." 

A  question  and  answer  time  fol- 
lowed, with  Dr.  Sandberg  answer- 
ing several  questions  raised  by  dele- 
gates. The  vote  was  then  taken  to 
affirm  Dr.  Sandberg  as  Executive 
Director.  It  was  later  announced 
that  the  vote  was  more  then  90  per- 
cent in  favor  of  affirmation. 

Other  items  of  note  from  the 
business  sessions  are  as  follows: 

Elections: 

Dr.  John  Shultz  was  reelected  for 
a  3-year  term  as  General  Confer- 
ence Moderator.  Dr.  Brian  Moore 
was  reelected  for  a  3-year  term  as 
member  at-large  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Ministries  Council.  And  Dr. 
Dale  Stoffer  was  reelected  for  a  3- 
year  term   as  member  at-large  of 


the  Missionary  Ministries  Council. 
(District  representatives  to  the  coun- 
cils are  elected  by  the  districts.) 

Leadership  Development: 

A  process  for  "Revitalizing 
Churches  through  Purposeful 
Leadership,"  which  was  put  into  op- 
eration this  year,  was  highlighted  a 
couple  of  times  during  the  business 
sessions  and  at  other  times  during 
Conference.  The  purpose  of  this  proc- 
ess is  to  build  and  strengthen  con- 
gregational leadership  and  through 
that  leadership  to  revitalize  con- 
gregational ministry.  The  process 
works  by  establishing  mentoring 
relationships  between  church  lead- 
ership teams  (pastors  and  lay  lead- 
ers) and  other  experienced  leaders. 

The  process  involves  a  flexible 
combination  of  events  and  periods 
of  processing  which  is  tailored  to 
individual  congregations.  It  is  suit- 
able for  congregations  of  all  sizes  in 
all  types  of  communities.  A  congre- 
gation moves  through  the  process 
at  its  own  speed,  guided  by  the 
mentor  and  the  leadership  team. 

Finances: 

Concerning  money  there  was  good 
news  and  bad  news  at  General  Con- 
ference. The  good  news?  In  1996, 
both  Missionary  Ministries  (still 
the  Missionary  Board  in  1996)  and 
Congregational  Ministries  (The 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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Brethren  Church,  Inc.,  in  1996)  op- 
erated in  the  black.  Missionary 
Ministries  received  $38,709  more 
than  it  spent,  and  Congregational 
Ministries  (thanks  in  part  to  money 
received  from  The  Brethren's  Home 
in  Flora,  Ind.)  received  $87,796 
more  than  it  spent. 

The  bad  news?  The  projected 
combined  budget  deficit  for  the  two 
ministries  in  1998  is  $113,277.  This 

Conference  this  year  was  for 
me  the  answering  of  several 
important  questions.  Will  the 
Conference  move  location  ef- 
fectively? Yes!  Is  reorganiza- 
tion working?  Definitely!  Does 
the  denomination  still  have  a 
vision  for  growth?  Absolutely! 
Are  we  willing  to  trust  our 
leadership  to  lead?  Getting 
much  better! 

Perhaps  the  biggest  event  at 
Conference  was  the  change  in 
attitude.  It  was  purposeful,  up- 
beat, and  inspiring.  I  saw  many 
more  smiles  than  usual,  and  a 
far  greater  sharing  of  victories 
and  growth  than  in  the  past  I 
look  forward  to  next  year's 
Conference  and  the  ability  to 
enthusiastically  promote  it  to 
others  in  my  church. 

—  Rev.  G.  Emery  Hurd, 

Cheyenne,  Wyo.  Brethren  Church 
\ 

is  due  in  part  to  plans  to  start  three 
new  Home  Mission  churches  next 
year.  The  budget  was  based  on  re- 
ceiving approximately  70  percent  of 
the  total  Fair  Share  (about  what  is 
usually  received).  The  question  was 
asked  on  the  Conference  floor,  "Is  it 
safe  to  say  if  100  percent  Fair 
Share  were  received,  would  the 
budget  be  met?"  The  answer:  "Yes." 
Postscript:  During  the  next  busi- 
ness session  a  motion  was  passed 
"that  the  Executive  Board  or  its 
designees  investigate  avenues  to 
make  Brethren  churches  account- 
able for  their  Fair  Share  giving." 

Statistician's  Report: 

Total  membership  in  The  Breth- 
ren Church  at  the  end  of  1996  was 
13,746,  up  168  from  1995.  Average 
worship  attendance  was  also  up, 
12,002  in  1996  (the  highest  level  in 
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Youth  Convention  in  Retrospect 


WOW!  WHAT  A  CONVENTION! 
God,  as  always,  showed  his 
hand  at  work!  His  Spirit  led  and 
His  word  was  spoken.  Our  God 
is  awesome!  Let  us  not  forget  that. 

It  is  difficult  to  draw  attention 
to  one  event  of  the  week  to  high- 
light. Rather,  the  week  was 
tightly  woven  together.  Morning 
Praise  each  day  established  a 
mindset  for  the  entire  day.  The 
youth  spent  time  in  prayer  at  dif- 
ferent places  on  campus  with 
specific  topics  to  pray  about  at 
each  location. 

During  the  week  the  youth 
joined  the  adults  for  two  worship 
services  (the  Monday  and  Thurs- 
day evening  services),  and  the 
adults  were  invited  to  join  the 
youth  for  their  Candlelight  Wor- 
ship Service  on  Wednesday  night. 
Both  the  youth  and  the  adults 
were  blessed  by  these  inter-gen- 
erational events. 

It  was  not  just  a  week  of  wor- 
ship, prayer,  and  good  times  for 
the  youth,  however.  On  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  afternoons  they 
got  their  hands  dirty  and  their 
lives  enriched  as  they  partici- 


pated in  a  variety  of  service  pro- 
jects with  various  service  agencies 
in  the  South  Bend/Mishawaka/ 
Elkhart  area. 

Thursday,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  a  relaxing  day  of  swimming 
and  playing  volleyball  at  Warren 
Dunes  State  Park.  The  evening 
was  capped  off  by  Communion 
and  an  inspirational  message  by 
Brother  Rickey  Bolden. 

On  Friday  morning  the  youth 
again  united  with  the  adults  to 
report  highlights  of  their  Con- 
vention, share  their  enthusiasm, 
and  make  awards  to  outstanding 
youth  groups. 

Attendance  for  the  week  was 
163  youth,  36  adult  sponsors,  and 
two  staff  members  for  a  total  of 
201.  This  is  the  highest  attend- 
ance for  a  number  of  years! 

As  a  church,  we  need  to  be  in 
prayer  for  the  youth  (and  adults 
as  well)  who  committed  their  lives 
to  full-time  Christian  ministry 
during  Conference  week.  There 
is  much  to  do  for  the  Kingdom  of 
God!  Let  us  go  forward. 

—  Jan  Eagle 
BYIC  Convention  Coordinator 


the  last  5  years)  compared  to  11,393 
in  1995.  Sunday  school  attendance 
also  increased — 6,455  in  1996  com- 
pared to  6,238  in  1995.  There  were 
a  total  of  841  conversions  reported 
for  the  year. 

Delegate  totals: 

Delegate  totals  were  down  con- 
siderably this  year,  with  a  total  of 
354  delegates  (192  lay,  143  elders, 
14  district,  and  5  cooperating  or- 
ganization). This  compares  with 
395  delegates  in  1996  (216  lay,  156 
elders,  22  district,  and  1  coopera- 
tive); and  389  in  1995  (208  lay,  153 
elders,  23  district,  and  5  coopera- 
tive). The  last  time  Conference  was 
held  outside  of  Ashland  (North 
Manchester  in  1989)  there  were  99 
more  delegates  than  this  year  (453 
total,  269  lay,  149  elders,  19  dis- 
trict, and  16  cooperative). 

Next  year's  General  Conference 
will  be  back  in  Ashland.  The  dates 
are  August  3-7.  ,  [ft] 


Conference  Offerings 

Each  evening  of  General  Confer- 
ence an  offering  was  taken  for  some 
special  project.  Here  are  the  results. 

•  Monday:  $1,172  for  a  new  center 
in  Vijayawada,  India,  where  Sud- 
hir  Kumar  (Prasanth  and  Nir- 
mala's  son)  will  work. 

•  Tuesday:  $1,167  for  an  outreach 
project  during  Conference  2000  at 
Estes  Park. 

•  Wednesday:  $1,335  for  Eagles 
Nest,  a  church-planting  effort  at 
Grissom  Air  Force  Base,  Bunker 
Hill,  Ind. 

•  Thursday:  $24,151(!)  to  support 
Eduardo  and  Mariela  Rodriguez 
as  they  reopen  Eden  Bible  Insti- 
tute in  Argentina  (see  pp.  6  &  7). 
Any  individual  or  church  desiring 

to  contribute  to  one  or  more  of  these 
projects  may  still  do  so.  Make  your 
check  payable  to  The  Brethren 
Church,  Inc.,  designate  which  pro- 
ject or  projects,  and  send  to  The 
Brethren  Church,  524  College  Ave., 
Ashland,  OH  44805. 
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In  Memory 

Robert  O.  Byler 

Former  Brethren  missionary  Rev. 
Robert  O.  Byler,  76,  died  August 
15  in  Sarasota  (Fla.)  Memorial  Hos- 
pital. Rev.  Byler  and  his  late  wife 


Rev.  Robert  O.  and  Jane  K.  Byler 

Jane  served  as  Brethren  mission- 
aries in  Argentina  from  1948  to  1966. 

"Rob"  Byler  was  born  June  24, 
1921,  in  East  Lewistown,  Ohio,  the 
ninth  of  ten  children  of  a  Church  of 
the  Brethren  pastoral  couple.  He 
attended  Goshen  College.  During  his 
last  year  in  college,  he  became  en- 
gaged to  Jane  King,  the  daughter  of 
Brethren  pastoral  couple  Rev.  L.V. 
and  Bessie  King.  They  were  mar- 
ried August  30,  1945.  From  1946  to 
1947  he  pastored  the  West  Alexan- 
dria, Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church. 

In  1948  the  Bylers  went  to  Argen- 
tina, where  they  served  as  Breth- 
ren missionaries  for  the  next  18 
years.  Robert's  ministry  included 
pastoral  work,  church  planting,  be- 
ginning a  radio  work,  participating 
in  evangelist  crusades,  teaching, 
and  camp  ministries.  A  fine  musi- 
cian, he  also  led  city-wide  evangeli- 
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Rev.  David  L.  West  called  to  serve  as 
Director  of  Congregational  Ministries 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Rev.  David  L. 
West,  senior  pastor  for  the  past  6V52 
years  of  Northwest  Brethren  Chapel 
in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  has  been  called  by 
the  Executive  Board  to  become  Di- 
rector of  Congregational  Ministries 
for  The  Brethren  Church. 

In  this  position,  Rev.  West  will  be 
responsible  for  guiding  and  coordi- 
nating National  Office  staff  in  im- 
plementing the  priorities  of  the 
Congregational  Ministries  Council. 

West  will  also  serve  as  Director 
of  Church  Planting.  In  this  assign- 
ment, he  will  be  responsible  for 
guiding  and  overseeing  church- 
planting  projects  that  are  spon- 
sored by  or  receive  funding  from 
the  National  Office. 

Raised  in  Wisconsin,  West  is  a 
1967  graduate  of  Xavier  High  School 
in  Appleton,  Wis.  He  served  in  Viet 
Nam,  took  course  work  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wisconsin,  and  from  1982 
to  1991  was  self-employed  as  a 
flooring  installer. 

In  the  late  1980s  he  entered  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary,  receiv- 
ing his  Master  of  Divinity  degree 
from  the  seminary  in  May  1990. 
While  in  seminary  he  joined  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church  in  Ashland. 
He  also  served  as  pastor  of  St. 
John's  United  Church  of  Christ  in 
nearby  Albion,  Ohio. 

He   began  serving  Northwest 


Brethren  Chapel  in  January  1991 
and  was  ordained  an  elder  in  that 
church  on  October  10,  1993.  While 
at  Northwest  Chapel  he  took  con- 
tinuing education  courses  from 
Fuller  Theological  Seminary. 

Concerning  the  selection  of  West 
for  this  dual  position,  Dr.  Buzz 
Sandberg,  Executive  Director  for 
The  Brethren  Church,  said,  The 
Wests  have  done  a  wonderful  job  at 
Northwest  Chapel  and  will  be 
missed  by  that  congregation.  How- 
ever, this  denominational  ministry 
will  give  Dave  and  Dawn  a  marvel- 
ous opportunity  to  serve  every  con- 
gregation of  The  Brethren  Church 
and  to  provide  Spirit-directed  lead- 
ership to  many  activities  critical  to 
the  future  of  The  Brethren  Church 
and  to  the  development  of  leaders 
for  the  next  century." 

West  indicated  by  telephone  that 
he  is  excited  about  his  new  respon- 
sibilities and  the  challenge  before 
him.  He  also  expressed  excitement 
about  the  way  God  is  showing  His 
hand  to  The  Brethren  Church.  "God 
is  able  to  take  [The  Brethren 
Church]  to  a  new  day,"  he  said, 
"and  I  believe  that  day  is  upon  us." 

David,  Dawn,  and  their  two  sons 
— Jedidiah  and  John — will  arrive  in 
Ashland  the  first  week  in  October. 
David  will  become  available  at  the 
National  Office  after  October  6.   [ft] 


cal  choirs  for  evangelistic  crusades 
in  Buenos  Aires  from  1954  to  1964. 

After  returning  to  the  U.S.  in  1966, 
the  Bylers  served  in  churches  in  New 
Jersey  from  1967  to  1981.  Rob  then 
pastored  the  Masontown,  Pa.,  Breth- 
ren Church  from  1981  to  1987. 

They  retired  to  Missionary  Vil- 
lage in  Bradenton,  Fla.,  in  1987.  In 
1993  they  moved  to  Westminster 
Asbury  Manor,  also  in  Bradenton, 
where  Rob  served  as  assistant  chap- 
lain. Jane  died  October  16,  1996,  at 
the  age  of  73.  (See  her  obituary  in  the 
November  1996  Evangelist,  p.  11.) 

They  are  survived  by  four  chil- 
dren and  ten  grandchildren.  The  sur- 
viving children  include  Susan  Batle, 
a  missionary  in  Madrid,  Spain; 
Stephen  Byler  of  Floyd,  Va;  Betsy 


Blanchard,  a  missionary  in  Can- 
berra, Australia;  and  Rebecca  Abuid 
of  Bradenton,  Fla.  Another  son, 
David,  died  in  1973  in  a  motorcycle 
accident  while  en  route  to  South 
America.  Rob  is  also  survived  by 
three  sisters  and  four  brothers.  All 
four  brothers  served  as  pastors,  in- 
cluding retired  Brethren  pastor  Rev. 
John  T.  Byler  of  Louisville,  Ohio. 

Services  were  held  at  Bethel  Bap- 
tist Church  and  at  Missionary  Vil- 
lage, both  in  Bradenton.  Two  of 
Rob's  brothers,  Rev.  Samuel  Byler 
and  Rev.  James  Byler,  took  part  in 
the  memorial  service. 

Memorial  contributions  may  be 
made  to  Brethren  Missionary  Min- 
istries, 524  College  Ave.,  Ashland, 
OH  44805.  [tf] 
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In  Memory 

Rev.  Arthur  H.  Tinkel 

Former  Brethren  pastor  Rev. 
Arthur  Henry  Tinkel,  96,  died 
August  5,  1997,  in  Rolling  Mead- 
ows Nursing  Home,  Wabash,  Ind. 
He  was  the  oldest  living  elder  in 
The  Brethren  Church. 

He  was  born  February  2,  1901,  in 
Landisville,  Ind.,  son  of  Ira  and  Julia 
Tinkel.  On  June 
20,  1920,  he 
married  Lylia 
M.  Starbuck, 
who  died  Octo- 
ber 13,  1967. 
On  April  4, 
1976,  he  mar- 
ried Berneal 
Collins,  who 
survives  him. 

He    was    or- 
Rev.  Arthur  H.  Tinkel    dained  an  elder 

in  The  Brethren  Church  October  15, 
1933,  and  served  in  pastoral  minis- 
try for  at  least  40  years.  In  addi- 
tion, he  taught  school  for  30  years, 
also  serving  as  elementary  school 
principal  for  21  of  those  years. 
Brethren  congregations  served  in- 
cluded Center  Chapel,  Denver,  Sid- 
ney, Mexico,  Loree,  College  Corner, 
Akron  Cooperative,  Oakville,  Flora, 
Marion,  and  Wabash — all  in  Indi- 
ana— as  well  as  Oak  Hill,  W.Va., 
and  Milledgeville,  111. 

In  addition  to  his  wife  Berneal, 
he  is  survived  by  three  sons — Rev. 
Arthur  Tinkel,  Jr.,  of  Intercession 
City,  Fla.,  Rev.  Paul  Tinkel  of  War- 
saw, Ind.,  and  James  Tinkel  of  Ar- 
lington, Tex. — as  well  as  a  stepson, 
three  stepdaughters,  a  sister,  seven 
grandchildren,  12  step-grandchil- 
dren, 10  great-grandchildren,  and 
12  step  great-grandchildren. 

Services  were  held  at  the  College 
Corner  Brethren  Church,  Wabash, 
Ind.,  with  Rev.  Dan  Gray  officiat- 
ing. Memorial  contributions  may  be 
made  to  the  College  Corner  Breth- 
ren Church.  [ft] 


Deb  Ritchey  resigns  from  National  Office 
as  Assistant  for  Brethren  Youth  Programs 


Deb 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Debra 

S.  Ritchey  resigned  from 
her  position  at  the  Na- 
tional Office  as  Assistant 
for  Brethren  Youth  Pro- 
grams at  the  end  of 
August. 

She  indicated  that  af- 
ter working  14  years  in 
the  National  Offices,  she 
felt  that  it  was  time  to 
make  a  change.  She  has 
taken  a  position  in  Ash- 
land as  a  chiropractic  assistant. 

Mrs.  Ritchey  (Ms.  Michael  then) 
began  working  for  the  denomina- 
tion in  August  1983  as  administra- 
tive secretary  for  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education.  She  later  be- 
came administrative  assistant  to  the 
Director  of  Christian  Education.  In 
1990,  when  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  merged  with  other 
boards  and  the  national  office  to  be- 
come The  Brethren  Church,  Inc., 
she  became  an  administrative  as- 
sistant in  that  entity. 

While  best  known  for  her  work 
with  the  youth  and  the  Crusader/ 
Summer  Ministries  program,  she  also 
had  responsibilities  in  the  areas  of 
Christian  education,  leadership  de- 
velopment, and  the  Life  Work  Re- 
cruit program.  Her  expertise  and 
efficiency  in  all  these  areas  will  be 
greatly  missed. 

Deb  said  that  one  of  the  greatest 
rewards  of  her  work  for  The  Breth- 
ren Church  was  seeing  the  changes 
in  the  lives  of  young  people  as  a 
result  of  their  participation  in  the 
Crusader  Program  and  serving  on 


ministry  teams.  She  was 
blessed  by  seeing  their 
Christian  growth  and 
excitement,  and,  for 
some,  the  development 
of  a  heart  for  missions. 

She  said  her  greatest 
challenge  in  recent  years 
was  trying  to  keep  up 
with  changes  in  the 
youth  culture,  particu- 
larly problems  (such  as 
Ritchey  drugs)  youth  face  today> 

"Deb  did  an  outstanding  job  of  co- 
ordinating and  administering  the 
BYIC  and  summer  ministries  pro- 
grams," said  Executive  Director 
Buzz  Sandberg  concerning  Deb's 
departure.  "In  many  ways  her  leav- 
ing is  like  a  member  of  the  family 
moving  away.  She  will  be  missed, 
but  not  forgotten.  We  wish  her  well!" 

The  National  Office  staff  had  a  fare- 
well dinner  for  Deb  on  September  4. 


Falls  City  Centennial 

The  Falls  City,  Nebrn  First  Breth- 
ren Church  will  celebrate  its  Centen- 
nial Anniversary  on  October  4  and  5. 
A  special  invitation  is  extended  to  for- 
mer pastors  and  all  past  members  to 
attend  this  celebration. 

Those  who  plan  to  attend  are  asked 
to  contact  Mrs.  Jim  (Ann)  Rieger, 
Route  1,  Box  132,  Falls  City,  NE 
68355,  in  order  to  be  included  in  the 
program.  The  celebration  will  begin  at 
noon  on  October  4  and  continue  until 
noon  the  following  day. 
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Seeking  God's  Heart  for  the  Lost 


ARE  YOU  CONTINUING  to 
pray  the  prayer  that  General 
Conference  speaker  Rev.  Hal  Seed 
challenged  us  to  pray?  (See  page  5 
of  the  September  issue.)  He  sug- 
gested that  we  pray  the  prayer  for 
90  days.  If  you've  slacked  off  or 
never  started,  today  is  a  good  day 
to  begin  again  or  to  start  for  the 
very  first  time.  The  prayer  is  this: 
God,  I  don't  ask  You  for  much  to- 
day; I  just  ask  that  You  give  me 
Your  heart  for  lost  people. 

If  you've  been  praying  the  prayer 
daily,  has  it  made  a  difference  in 
your  life?  Has  it  changed  you  per- 
sonally? Are  you  starting  to  have 
opportunities  to  witness  to  others 
that  you  never  experienced  before? 
If  so,  would  you  be  willing  to  share 
these  experiences  with  readers  of 
the  Evangelist? 

It  is  good  to  encourage  one  an- 
other by  sharing  what  God  is  doing 
in  our  lives.  Sometimes  we  hesitate 
to  do  so  out  of  humility  or  embar- 
rassment. But  consider  that  God  may 
use  your  experience  to  bless  and 
encourage  someone  else.  So  if  you 
have  an  experience  to  share,  please 
contact  Editor  Dick  Winfield. 

The  following  poem  appeared  on 
a  bulletin  insert  at  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church  in  Ashland.  It  ex- 
presses eloquently  the  passion  that 
Hal  Seed  challenged  us  to  seek. 
Read  and  meditate  on  its  words. 

Oh  for  a  heart  that  is  burdened! 

Infused  with  a  passion  to  pray; 

Oh!  for  a  stirring  within  me; 

Oh!  for  His  power  every  day. 

Oh!  for  a  heart  like  my  Savior, 

Who  being  in  agony  prayed. 

Such  caring  for  others,  Lord,  give  me; 

On  my  heart  let  burdens  be  laid. 


My  Father,  I  long  for  this  passion, 

To  pour  myself  out  for  the  lost, 

To  lay  down  my  life  to  save  others, 

"To  pray"  whatever  the  cost. 

Lord,  teach  me,  Oh  teach  me 

this  secret, 


I'm  hungry  this  lesson  to  learn, 

This  passionate  passion  for  others, 

For  this,  blessed  Jesus,  I  yearn. 

Father,  this  lesson  I  long  for  from  Thee, 

Oh  let  Thy  Spirit  reveal  this  to  me. 

Mary  Walburton  Booth 


A  few  words  about  this  issue 


THIS  ISSUE  of  the  Evangelist 
is  unusual  because  of  the  great 
amount  of  "news  from  around  the 
denomination''  it  contains.  We  have 
not  had  another  issue  this  full  of 
news  about  the  Brethren  since  the 
EVANGELIST  became  a  newsletter  in 
September  1995.  In  fact,  there  were 
so  many  items  to  report  in  this 
issue  that  it  is  four  pages  longer 
than  usual. 

As  you  read,  you  will  discover  that 
some  exciting  things  are  happening 
around  the  denomination.  One  such 
event  was  the  very  successful  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  this  past  summer 
at  the  Gretna  Brethren  Church  (see 
page  9).  The  children  dressed  and 
ate  as  the  Israelites  might  have  done 
in  the  wilderness,  and  they  even 
constructed  a  tabernacle.  More  than 
100  children  attended,  and  an  arti- 
cle about  the  VBS  appeared  on  the 
front  page  of  the  local  newspaper. 
The  Bible  school  concluded  on  Sun- 
day morning  with  a  record  attend- 
ance during  the  worship  service. 

On  page  11  you'll  learn  how  the 
St.  Luke  Brethren  Church  of  Wood- 
stock, Va.,  and  the  nearby  Mt.  Zion 
Baptist  Church  are  breaking  down 
walls  of  racial  prejudice,  as  they 
come  together  for  joint  worship 
services.  They  provide  an  example 
that  other  Brethren  churches  might 
do  well  to  imitate. 


The  New  Heights  Christian  Fel- 
lowship discovered  an  unusual  use 
for  their  baptistry  this  past  sum- 
mer, when  they  participated  in  a 
Conspiracy  of  Kindness  during  the 
Derby  Days  Parade.  See  page  16 
(back  page)  to  learn  how  they  used 
their  baptistry  and  why  they  did  it. 

The  Corinth  Brethren  Church  near 
Twelve  Mile,  Ind.,  set  out  to  re- 
model their  church  kitchen,  and  the 
project  escalated  to  include  the  en- 
tire basement.  See  page  10. 

There  are  also  articles  about  faith- 
ful Brethren  who  have  retired  from 
active  ministry — the  Keplingers  (p. 
13)  and  the  Lauffers  (p.  14) — and 
about  another  servant  of  the  Lord 
who  retired  from  one  ministry  to  take 
up  another  (p.  11).  There  are  re- 
ports of  ordinations — of  a  new  elder 
(p.  12),  and  of  several  deacons  and 
deaconesses  (p.  15).  And  there's  a 
brief  report  about  our  latest  TV  per- 
sonality among  the  Brethren  (p.  12). 

So  read,  learn,  and  enjoy.  [1r] 
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SNAPSHOTS 

By 
Michelle  Rhude 


IF  YOU'VE  EVER  ATTENDED 
a  conference  or  training  event, 
you  probably  expected  to  do  most 
of  your  learning  during  the  sched- 
uled sessions.  But  that's  not  al- 
ways how  it  happens. 

Recently,  my  mother  and  sev- 
eral friends  spent  a  week  at  Billy 
Graham's  North  Carolina  train- 
ing center,  The  Cove.  It's  located 
in  a  beautiful,  secluded  setting  on 
1,500  acres  of  Blue  Ridge  moun- 
tainside. The  campus  currently 
consists  of  a  training  center,  two 
hotels,  a  camping  facility,  and 
Chatlos  Memorial  Chapel. 

During  a  break  in  the  confer- 
ence schedule,  my  mother  and  a 
few  of  her  friends  decided  to  visit 
the  chapel,  located  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  main 
complex  along  a  winding,  wooded 
path.  They  had  beautiful  weather 

Recovering  from  poor 
decisions  takes  a  lot 
of  work.  The  climb 
can  be  difficult  and 
treacherous. 

and  gorgeous  scenery  for  the  walk, 
and  they  had  a  wonderful  time  of 
worship  in  the  chapel. 

As  they  left  the  chapel,  one  of 


the  realities  of  mountain  life  be- 
gan to  sink  in.  What  is  a  lovely, 
three-quarter  mile  stroll  downhill 
is  a  whole  different  experience  on 
the  return  trip.  Winding,  wooded 
paths  become  longer,  more  treach- 
erous and  downright  difficult  when 
one  climbs  up  a  mountainside. 
Breathing  becomes  an  act  of  the 
will  rather  than  an  unconscious 
bodily  function.  Indeed,  The  Cove 
staff  warns  that  the  trip  to  the 
chapel  is  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
there  and  twenty  miles  back. 

An  unexpected  lesson 

As  my  mom  described  her  visit 
to  the  chapel,  we  talked  about  a 
lesson  she  didn't  expect  to  learn 
during  her  week  of  study  at  The 
Cove,  but  one  that  was  vividly 
demonstrated  by  her  chapel  visit. 
Many  times  our  lives  mirror  the 
mountainside  scenario.  We  make 
unwise  decisions,  leading  us 
down  deceptively  attractive  paths. 
When  we  finally  decide  to  turn 
around  and  head  back  the  way  we 
came,  we  realize  that  going  back 
is  much  more  difficult  than  we 
anticipated. 

Recovering  from  poor  decisions, 
whether  those  decisions  involve 
personal  relationships,  careers, 
or  finances,  takes  a  lot  of  work. 
The  climb  can  be  difficult  and 


treacherous — there  is  always  the 
danger  of  a  misstep  sending  us 
sliding  back  downhill. 

Are  you  in  that  kind  of  situation 
right  now?  If  so,  if  you  find  your- 
self on  a  downhill  path  today, 
turn  around!  The  sooner  you 
change  direction,  the  shorter  your 
return  hike  will  be.  "Remember 
the  height  from  which  you  have 
fallen!  Repent  and  do  the  things 
you  did  at  first"  (Rev.  2:5.  niv). 

If  you  are  in  the  middle  of  a 
tiring  uphill  climb,  be  encouraged! 
There  are  wildflowers  and  butter- 
flies along  the  way  up,  and  you 
will  make  it.  "The  Lord  is  with 
you  when  you  are  with  him.  If  you 
seek  him,  he  will  be  found  by  you 
.  ...  be  strong  and  do  not  give  up, 
for  your  work  will  be  rewarded." 
(2  Chron.  15:2,  7,  niv). 

If  you  are  ignoring  God's  warn- 
ings about  a  path  you  are  consid- 
ering, think  about  the  trip  to  The 
Cove  chapel.  Realize  that  climb- 
ing up  is  much  more  work  than 
going  down.  Ask  yourself,  "Is  the 
trip  worth  it?"  [ft] 

"Snapshots"  is  a  monthly  column 
that  seeks  to  illuminate  our  relation- 
ship with  God  by  focusing  on  some  of 
the  everyday  experiences  of  life.  Mrs. 
Rhude  is  a 
member  of 
the  Jeffer- 
son Breth- 
ren Church 
of  Goslien, 
Ind,  and 
takes  an  ac- 
tive part  in 
the  life  and 
ministry  of 
that  congre- 
gation. 
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Defining  and  Communicating  Our  Vision 

A  second  report  on 

The  Brethren  Church  National  Survey 

By  Emanuel  Sandberg 


THE  Brethren  Church  National 
Survey  completed  in  early 
1997  was  designed  to  provide  "self- 
assessed"  insights  into  how  we  per- 
ceive our  church.  The  first  report 
on  the  survey  considered  possible 
obstacles  to  church  growth.  (See 
"And  the  survey  says  .  .  ."in  the 
April  issue,  pp.  4-6).  In  that  report 
we  identified  specific  concerns  noted 
by  pastors  and  lay  leaders. 

This  second  report  covers  the 
analysis  of  information  contained  in 
the  "Church  Goals  and  Strategies" 
section  of  the  survey.  This  section 
of  the  survey  provides  unique  in- 
sights into  church  planning.  It  also 
reveals  the  priority  church  leaders 
assign  to  reviewing  the  church's  vi- 
sion and  goals  and  the  importance 
they  place  on  communicating  that 
vision  and  those  goals,  as  well  as  the 
means  for  achieving  those  goals,  to 
the  members  of  the  congregation. 

Church  goals  and  strategies 

This  section  of  the  survey  asked 
three  basic  questions: 

•  Does  your  church  have  a  vision, 
mission,  or  purpose  statement? 

•  If  yes,  approximately  when  was 
the  statement  adopted  or  last  re- 
vised? 

•  If  yes,  to  what  extent  do  you  think 
the  congregation  as  a  whole  is 
aware  of  the  statement? 

The  responses  to  these  questions 
provide  some  insight  into  the  status 
of  planning  and  communication  with- 
in our  churches.  We  found  that  almost 
25  percent  of  the  churches  did  not 
have  a  vision,  mission,  or  purpose 
statement.  Of  those  that  did  have  a 
statement,  about  30  percent  had  not 
revised  their  statements  for  five  or 
more  years,  and  only  about  40  per- 
cent review  their  statements  annu- 
ally. Concerning  congregational  in- 
volvement in  the  planning  process, 
more  than  65  percent  of  the  respon- 
dents said  that  only  key  leaders  were 
probably  aware  of  these  important 
statements. 


The  survey  suggests  that  our 
strategic  planning  efforts  have  been 
limited.  It  also  indicates  that  we 
have  been  complacent  about  review- 
ing and  renewing  our  vision  for  the 
church  and  apathetic  about  attract- 
ing all  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion to  a  clear,  appealing  picture  of 
the  purposes  of  The  Brethren  Church 
and  of  our  local  congregations. 

The  problem  with  this  is  that  where 
there  is  no  vision,  the  church  and  its 
people  fail.  To  perpetuate  God's 
values  and  to  achieve  His  mission, 
we  must  rediscover  His  purpose  and 
plan  for  the  future — sharing  His 
vision,  values,  plans,  and  expecta- 
tions with  all  members  of  the  body. 

A  need  for  change 

Without  reviewing  the  statistical 
"bad  news,"  we  know  that  our  de- 
nomination as  a  whole  and  many 
of  our  churches  individually  need 
to  change.  We  need  to  "Grasp  the 
Vision"  of  a  new  future — a  vision  of 
the  way  things  should  be  in  the  days 
ahead.  We  need  to  "see"  what  God 
wants  us  to  accomplish  through  our 
efforts.  Vision  is  not  a  look  back  at 
what  happened  years  ago.  For  that 
matter,  it's  not  even  a  look  at  what 
is  happening  now.  Vision  is  a  view 
of  our  preferred  future. 


"Leaders  must  not  only 
make  people  see  that  the 

vision  is  desirable,  but 
also  that  it  is  attainable.' 


Our  challenge  is  to  achieve  the 
renewal  of  our  denomination,  de- 
veloping local  congregations  and  a 
national  organization  that  have  re- 
discovered their  purpose,  and  fos- 
tering members  who  are  filled  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  redirected  to 
the  calling  and  mission  we  have  had 
for  2000  years. 

Our  calling:  We  are  called  by 
Jesus  in  his  Great  Commandment 
to  us: 


You  shall  love  the  Lord  your 
God  with  all  your  heart,  and 
with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all 
your  strength,  and  with  all  your 
mind,  and  you  shall  love  your 
neighbor  as  yourself. 

Matt  22:37-39 
Our  Mission,  as  stated  by  Jesus 
in  his  Great  Commission  to  us: 
Go,  therefore,  and  make  disciples 
of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in 
the  name  of  the  Father  and  of 
the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Matt.  28:19 
We  do  not  have  to  redevelop  our 
purpose,  but  in  some  cases  we  must 
rediscover  it.  And  all  of  us  need  to  re- 
dedicate  our  personal  and  corporate 
efforts  to  accomplishing  our  calling 
and  our  sacred  mission  from  Jesus. 


The  Survey  responses  regarding 
Church  Goals  and  Strategies  clearly 
tell  us: 

•  Each  church  should  review  its  mis- 
sion statement  to  ensure  that  this 
statement  incorporates  the  call- 
ing and  the  mission  we  have  been 
given  by  our  Lord. 

•  This  statement  should  then  be 
used  to  develop  and  or  review  the 
goals  and  plans  that  have  been 
made  for  the  future  of  our  church. 

•  The  vision  that  has  been  cast  for 
the  future  of  your  church,  includ- 
ing the  goals  and  the  plans  for 
achieving  those  goals,  must  be 
communicated  to  all  members  of 
the  body  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  them  believe  that  the  fu- 
ture is  not  a  dream,  but  a  desired 
end  attainable  by  theml 

This  is  a  critical  ingredient  miss- 
ing in  most  organizations.  Leaders 
must  not  only  make  people  see  that 
the  vision  is  desirable,  but  also  that 
it  is  attainable.  Leaders  must  "sell" 
the  members  on  the  vision  and  in- 
fluence them  to  spend  their  time, 
energy,  and  resources  to  achieve 
the  vision  and  to  be  obedient  to 
God's  call  and  commission.  [ft] 

Dr.  Buzz  Sandberg  is  Executive 
Director  of  The  Brethren  Church. 

Subsequent  reports  will  analyze  con- 
gregational strengths  and  weaknesses 
as  reported  in  the  survey,  and  what 
survey  respondents  think  The  Brethren 
Church  National  Office  could  do  to  help 
local  churches. 
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Missionary  Ministries  News 

Three  exciting  developments  have  taken  place  in  Brethren  Missionary  Minis- 
tries recently.  This  includes  events  in  Paraguay,  Mexico,  and  Malaysia.  Below 
are  the  details  of  these  developments. 


Asuncion,  Paraguay 

A  new  Brethren  missionary  fam- 
ily— Claudio  and  Karina  Castellis 
and  their  daughter  Maria  Victoria 
— arrived  in  Asuncion,  Paraguay, 
in  July  to  continue  the  missionary 
work  there,  which  is  a  joint  project 
of  The  Brethren  Church  in  Argen- 
tina and  The  Brethren  Church  in 
the  United  States. 

The  Castellises  are  from  Argen- 
tina, where  they  are  members  of 
the  Colon  Brethren  Church.  Before 
going  to  Paraguay,  they  were  in 
charge  of  one  of  the  annexes 
(preaching  points)  of  the  Colon  con- 
gregation. 

Almost  immediately  after  their 
arrival  in  Asuncion,  they  met  with 
the  executive  committee  of  the 
church  to  outline  a  tentative  pro- 
gram of  activities.  That  program 
includes  a  weekly  prayer  meeting, 
women's  meetings  (twice  a  month 
alternating  between  two  neighbor- 
hoods), a  weekly  youth  meeting, 
and  a  Sunday  morning  service  of 
preaching  and  teaching. 

Claudio  also  enrolled  for  courses 
at  the  Asuncion  Bible  Institute, 
which  began  in  August.  In  addition, 
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Claudio  and  Karina  Castellis  and 
daughter  Maria  Victoria,  with  Sehor 
Jose  O.  Rivero  (r.),  president  of  The 
Brethren  Church  in  Argentina.  The 
photo  was  taken  in  front  of  the  Breth- 
ren church  in  Asuncion  shortly  after 
their  arrival  in  Paraguay. 

both  Claudio  and  Karina  have  be- 
gun studying  the  Guarani  language 
of  Paraguay.  While  Spanish,  the 
mother  tongue  of  the  Castellises,  is 
spoken  in  Paraguay,  Guarani  is  the 
indigenous  language  of  that  coun- 
try, and  Claudio  and  Karina  need 
to  learn  it  in  order  to  communicate 
effectively  with  the  people. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Missionary 
Committee  in  Argentina — which 
was  shared  with  Brethren  Mission- 
ary Ministries  in  the  U.S. — the 
Castellises  listed  the  following 
prayer  requests:  (1)  salvation  of 
souls;  (2)  spiritual  growth  of  the 
Brethren;  (3)  church  activities;  (4) 
language  acquisition;  (5)  the  Lord's 
victory  over  the  "Moon"  sect,  which 
is  sending  missionaries  door-to-door. 
Let  us  join  our  Brethren  in  Argen- 
tina and  Paraguay  in  bringing  the 
Castellises  and  these  prayer  re- 
quests before  the  Lord. 

Editor's  note:  Brethren  Missionary 
Ministries  in  the  U.S.  has  been  contrib- 
uting $17,500  annually  for  support  of 
the  work  in  Paraguay. 


Mexico  City,  Mexico 

Jennifer  Thomas,  who  spent  two 
months  in  Mexico  City  this  past  sum- 
mer as  a  Brethren  Missions  Intern, 
has  answered  God's  call  to  extend 
her  service  there.  After  a  short  visit 
to  the  U.S.,  she  returned  to  Mexico 
City  at  the  end  of  August  to  spend  a 
year  there  in  missions  training  and 
service.  Both  her  summer  ministry 
and  her  one-year  term  of  service 
are  with  Spearhead,  an  arm  of 
Latin  America  Mission  that  trains 
missionaries  and  facilitates  short- 
term  mission  service. 

While  in  Mexico  City  this  sum- 
mer, Ms.  Thomas  lived  with  a  Mex- 
ican 
family, 
received 
lan- 
guage 
and 
culture 
train- 
ing, and 
worked 
with  a 
Naza- 
rene 
Church. 
She 
helped 

with  Sunday  school,  vacation  Bible 
school,  led  worship  services,  pro- 
vided special  music,  took  part  in  a 
clown  ministry,  did  door-to-door 
evangelism,  and  taught  an  English 
class  to  children. 

Her  activities  this  fall  will  be  simi- 
lar to  her  summer  experience.  After 
a  brief  period  of  orientation,  she  will 
again  live  with  a  Mexican  Chris- 
tian family  and  assist  a  local  evan- 
gelical church.  She  will  have  Span- 
ish classes,  cultural  and  ministry 
training,  and  worship  times.  She  will 
also  work  with  others  in  developing 
ministries  such  as  Bible  studies,  dis- 
cipleship  groups,  drama  outreach, 
and  personal  and  street  evangelism. 

In  January,  she  will  be  assigned 
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to  work  with  Todd  and  Tracy  Rug- 
gles,  Brethren  missionaries  serving 
in  Mexico  City.  She  will  use  the 
training  and  experience  she  has  re- 
ceived to  help  Todd  and  Tracy  in 
their  work  of  planting  and  nurtur- 
ing Brethren  churches.  She  will  serve 
with  the  Ruggles  until  mid-May  and 
then  return  to  the  Spearhead  cen- 
ter for  intensive  leadership  train- 
ing to  be  a  team  leader  for  new 
Spearhead  volunteers.  Following  this 
training,  she  will  spend  the  sum- 
mer months  guiding  and  organiz- 
ing ministries  for  these  volunteers. 

Jen,  as  she  is  known  to  most  peo- 
ple, is  a  graduate  of  Ashland  Uni- 
versity. She  served  in  the  Brethren 
Summer  Ministries  program,  lead- 
ing several  short-term  mission 
teams  to  Juarez,  Mexico.  She  also 
served  as  coordinator  for  the  BYIC 
Convention  in  1995  and  1996. 

Remember  Jen  in  prayer  as  she 
serves  in  Mexico  during  the  coming 
months  and  as  she  considers  the 
possibility  of  extended  missionary 
service.  And  if  you  would  like  to 
provide  support  for  Jen,  you  can 
send  your  check  to  Brethren  Mis- 
sionary Ministries,  524  College 
Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805,  indicat- 
ing that  it  is  for  the  support  of  Jen- 
nifer Thomas. 

Penang,  Malaysia 

On  Sunday,  August  3,  the  Penang 
Brethren  Church  held  its  first  wor- 
ship service  in  its  new  worship  fa- 
cility. This  is  the  first  meeting  place 
owned  by  the  congregation,  which 
met  in  rented  facilities  in  the  past. 

The  new  church  facility 
is  one  of  the  units  in  a  new 
office  building,  located  on 
two  major  streets  in 
Penang.  The  building  is 
also  near  a  large  residen- 
tial area,  thus  making  it 
an  ideal  location  for  the 
Penang  congregation. 

Purchase  of  the  facility 
came  about  in  part  be- 
cause of  the  vision  of  Mr. 
Vun  Kyn  Hee,  a  friend  and 
mentor  of  Rev.  David 
Chew,  pastor  of  the 
Penang  congregation.  An 
accountant  by  profession 
and  a  part-time  evangelist 
by  choice,  Mr.  Vun  visits 
the     Penang     Brethren 
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The  Penang  Brethren  at  worship  in  their  new  church  facility.  Rev.  David  Chew, 
pastor  of  the  congregation,  is  at  front  left  in  the  picture. 


Church  annually  to  preach  to  the 
congregation  and  to  fellowship  with 
his  friend,  Rev.  Chew. 

During  his  visit  in  1993,  Mr.  Vun 
told  Rev.  Chew  that  he  would  help 
the  congregation  purchase  a  build- 
ing. Pastor  Chew  immediately 
passed  this  good  news  on  to  the 
church  members  and  asked  them  to 
be  on  the  lookout  for  new  buildings 
in  the  vicinity. 

In  early  1994,  they  learned  that 
an  office  block  would  be  erected  not 
far  from  where  they  were  worship- 
ing. A  committee  was  formed  to  dis- 
cuss the  purchase  of  a  unit  in  this 
building.  The  asking  price  for  a  unit 
was  RM306,000  (approximately 
$123,400),  but  the  congregation 
didn't  have  a  cent.  True  to  his  word, 
however,  Mr.  Vun  pledged  an  amount 
of  RM61.200,  one-fifth  of  the  cost. 


The  meeting  facility  of  the  Penang  Brethren  Church  is  in 
this  new  office  building,  located  on  two  major  streets. 


With  that  pledge,  the  committee 
began  to  seek  donations  from  the 
church  members  and  from  other 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ.  In 
the  words  of  Pastor  Chew,  "Without 
Mr.  Vun's  pledge,  we  would  not  have 
[had]  the  faith  to  go  on  with  such  a 
massive  project.  I  never  had  such 
great  faith  in  my  life.  I  know  that 
without  God's  help  it  is  impossible 
to  accomplish  such  a  task.  Mr.  Vun 
had  been  telling  me  that  as  Chris- 
tians, we  must  always  try  to  do  at 
least  one  great  task  for  the  Lord.  I 
hope  that  this  is  something  that  the 
Lord  wants  me  to  do  for  Him." 

Members  of  the  Penang  Brethren 
Church  pledged  RM25,200.  Letters 
of  appeal  were  also  sent  to  Chris- 
tian brothers  and  sisters  in  other 
churches.  By  the  end  of  1995  more 
than  half  of  the  amount  needed  had 
been  raised,  and  in  March 
1996  a  down  payment  was 
made  to  the  developer. 
Money  for  the  new  church 
building  was  also  contrib- 
uted by  Brethren  in  the 
United  States.  In  July 
Brethren  Missionary 
David  Loi  reported  that 
the  amount  still  owed  was 
$32,000.  [fr] 


Editor's  note:  If  you  would 
like  to  make  a  contribution 
toward  the  cost  of  this  church 
building,  send  your  check  to 
Brethren  Missionary  Minis- 
tries, 524  College  Ave.,  Ash- 
land, OH  44805,  indicating 
that  it  is  for  the  church  build- 
ing in  Penang. 


Fulfilling  Our  Educational  Mission 
at  Ashland  University 

By  President  G.  William  Benz 


Dr.  G.  William  Benz 

ASHLAND  UNIVERSITY  was 
founded  by  members  of  The 
Brethren  Church  in  1878.  From  that 
time  until  the  present,  the  relation- 
ship between  the  University  and 
The  Brethren  Church  has  been  an 
important  one  in  helping  to  shape 
the  nature  and  content  of  this  in- 
stitution. We  are  proud  of  that  heri- 
tage, reflected  in  our  commitment 
to  provide  for  men  and  women 
high  quality  educational  programs 
in  a  context  that  emphasizes  the 
importance  of  the  individual  stu- 
dent and  Judeo-Christian  values. 

As  we  enter  the  1997-98  academic 
year,  Ashland  University  is  prob- 
ably better  positioned  than  at  any 
time  in  its  history  to  fulfill  its  edu- 
cational mission.  Over  the  past  ten 
years,  the  University  has  become 
stronger  in  every  respect:  in  the 
quality  and  variety  of  its  academic 
programs;  in  financial  stability;  in 
an  increased  level  of  giving  by 
alumni  and  friends;  in  endowment 
growth;  in  its  facilities;  and  in  the 
quality  of  extracurricular  program- 
ming. Moreover,  the  public  image  and 
reputation  of  Ashland  continues  to 
be  strengthened  with  each  passing 
year,  as  more  and  more  people 
come  to  understand  what  a  very 
special  place  Ashland  University  is. 


Exciting  progress  on  campus 

In  capsule  form,  here  are  some 
indications  of  the  exciting  progress 
that  is  being  made  on  campus: 

•  Enrollment  of  both  undergradu- 
ate and  graduate  students  is  higher 
than  it  was  last  year.  There  are 
now  2,067  full-time  undergradu- 
ates and  2,667  graduate  students, 
including  683  in  the  Seminary. 

•  The  former  Patterson  Student 
Center  has  now  been  transformed 
into  an  Instructional  Technology 
Center.  The  radical  transforma- 
tion was  completed  in  less  than  a 
year,  and  the  facility  was  open  for 
students  when  they  returned  in 
the  fall.  There  are  still  some  equip- 
ment purchases  to  be  made,  but 
the  Center  already  provides  greatly 
needed  additional  academic  class- 
rooms and  offices  for  several  of 
our  programs,  along  with  a  large 
computer  lab,  media  center,  and 
a  language  laboratory.  Without  a 
doubt,  this  building  will  consider- 
ably enhance  our  capacity  to  meet 
the  educational  needs  of  students 
for  many  years  to  come. 

•  The  conversion  of  Patterson  Hall 
will  complete  a  $5  million  technol- 
ogy enhancement  project  that  has 
included  installation  of  a  campus- 
wide  fiberoptic  network.  This  net- 
work provides  students  and  fac- 
ulty access  from  their  rooms  and 
offices  respectively  to  the  in- 
ternet, giving  them  e-mail  and 
World  Wide  Web  capabilities. 

•  Ashland  University  is  also  in  the 
process  of  investing  $6  million  to 
upgrade  many  of  its  existing 
buildings.  Most  of  these  improve- 
ments will  be  completed  by  the 
end  of  the  year.  Much  of  the  work 
is  designed  to  make  the  buildings 
more  energy  efficient.  Roofs  are 
being  replaced  on  16  buildings, 
while  new  boilers  will  be  installed 
in  eight  buildings.  New  windows 
and  doors  are  being  installed  in 
Myers  Hall,  Jacobs  Hall,  and 
Founders  Hall. 


•  We  continue  to  see  tremendous 
growth  in  our  graduate  programs 
throughout  the  state.  To  help  ac- 
commodate this  growth,  a  new 
academic  facility  is  being  con- 
structed in  the  Massillon-Stark 
County  area,  which  will  greatly  in- 
crease the  present  classroom  and 
office  space.  Also,  beginning  this 
coming  year,  the  University  will 
offer  a  doctoral  program  in  educa- 
tion leadership,  which  was  recently 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Regents. 
We  believe  this  will  meet  a  very 
great  need  in  the  area  and  will 
prove  to  be  a  very  successful  addi- 
tion to  our  academic  programs. 

None  of  these  developments  would 
be  possible  or  would  make  that 
much  difference  if  it  were  not  for 
the  extraordinary  people  who  con- 
stitute our  faculty,  staff,  and  stu- 
dent body.  There  is  a  commitment 
to  a  common  purpose  here  that  is 
exceptional  and  which  I  believe 
becomes  evident  to  anyone  who 
spends  much  time  on  our  campus. 

God's  hand  at  work 

As  Mike  Gleason  demonstrates  in 
the  article  on  the  following  page,  it 
is  easy  to  see  God's  hand  at  work  in 
helping  to  transform  the  lives  of 
many  men  and  women  through 
their  exposure  to  our  people,  pro- 
grams, and  the  positive  campus  en- 
vironment. This  is  certainly  very 
clearly  evident  in  what  is  happen- 
ing at  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary, but  it  is  also  apparent  on  our 
undergraduate  campus  as  well.  We 
earnestly  believe  that  God  has  a 
plan  to  use  Ashland  University  and 
the  Seminary  to  further  His  work. 

I  want  to  express  my  personal  ap- 
preciation for  the  many  ways  in 
which  members  of  The  Brethren 
Church  have  supported  Ashland 
University  over  the  years.  The  sup- 
port has  taken  the  form  of  financial 
gifts,  serving  on  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, sending  your  sons  and  daugh- 
ters to  the  University  and  the 
Seminary,  and  helping  to  spread 
the  word  regarding  what  a  fine  in- 
stitution this  is.  I  pledge  to  you  that 
we  will  do  everything  we  can  to 
honor  your  trust  and  to  maintain 
the  rich  heritage  and  tradition  that 
have  been  handed  to  us  from  those 
who  have  gone  before.  [if] 
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What  do  YOU  see 
at  Ashland  University? 

By  Michael  Gleason 


I  AM  SURE  YOU  AGREE  that 
few  people  share  the  same  first 
impression  about  anything,  espe- 
cially about  people.  Certainly  this 
would  have  been  the  case  with 
those  who  had  the  opportunity  to 
meet  a  young  man  by  the  name  of 
Samuel  G.  Mills,  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1809  at  Williams  College 
in  Williamstown,  Massachusetts. 

As  a  freshman  at  Williams  Col- 
lege, Samuel  was  loved  by  some  of 
his  fellow  students,  while  others 
thought  him  to  be  quite  peculiar. 
One  of  his  peers,  for  example,  sug- 
gested that  he  had  an  "awkward 
figure  and  ungainly  manner,  and 
an  unelastic  and  croaking  sort  of 
voice."  "Ungainly,"  by  the  way,  is  a 
1809  way  of  saying  that  he  had  "two 
left  feet."  Samuel  was  not  the  kind 
of  young  man  most  coeds  would 
have  considered  bringing  home  to 
mother,  had  thee  been  coeds  at  Wil- 
liams College  in  1809! 

What  did  God  see? 

But  what  did  God  see  in  this 
young  man?  Well,  God  somehow 
placed  within  the  heart  of  Samuel 
the  knowledge  that  the  Lord  is  an 
expert  at  using  imperfect  people. 
Armed  with  this  knowledge  to 
encourage  him,  Samuel  called  to- 
gether a  group  of  fellow  students  to 
join  him  for  weekly  prayer. 

As  this  group  gathered  one  rainy 
afternoon  by  the  banks  of  a  nearby 
river,  Samuel  felt  led  of  God  to  chal- 
lenge his  peers  to  dedicate  their  lives 
without  reservation  to  the  cause  of 
foreign  missions.  As  a  result,  from 
the  heart  of  this  awkward  college 
student  was  born  the  first  formal 
overseas  mission  society,  The  Soci- 
ety of  the  Brethren,  which  formed 
just  24  short  months  after  this  his- 
toric prayer  gathering.  Just  four  years 
later,  an  association  that  blossomed 
out  of  this  society  sent  the  first  Amer- 
ican missionaries  to  India — the  ful- 
fillment of  a  vision  born  in  the 
heart  of  this  very  imperfect  college 
freshman  named  Samuel  Mills. 
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At  this  point  let  me  tell  you  a 
secret.  We  get  a  batch  of  "Samuel 
Mills  types"  at  Ashland  University 
every  year. 

But  the  story  of  Samuel  Mills 
doesn't  stop  here.  A  neighboring 
college,  following  the  example  of 
Williams  College,  also  founded  a 
foreign  missions  society.  Between 
1810  and  1870  that  society  sent 
more  than  250  young,  awkward, 
brave  missionaries  overseas. 

All  denominational  mission  groups 
in  the  United  States,  including  the 
Missionary  Ministries  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude 
to  a  young  man  who  looked  not  at 
his  own  numerous  imperfections, 
but  at  his  marvelous  God.  This  is 
the  God  who  throughout  the  ages 
has  delighted  in  using  imperfect 
people  in  extraordinary  ways. 

What  potential  fruit,  unknown  to 
anyone  but  God,  was  hidden  within 
the  life  of  Williams  College  fresh- 
man Samuel  Mills?  And  what 
potential  fruit  is  hidden  within  the 
life  of  each  young  person  on  the 
Ashland  University  campus? 

The  goal  of  Campus  Ministry 

Perhaps  now  you  understand 
what  the  goal  of  Campus  Ministry 
is  on  the  Ashland  University  cam- 
pus. Simply  stated,  it's  to  help 
seeds  find  soil  so  that  they  can  die 
and  be  reborn,  thus  fulfilling  their 
destiny  to  become  strong,  mature, 
fruit-bearing  trees. 

This  is  done  through  careful,  in- 
tentional cultivation,  pruning,  and 
watering — all  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  Master  Gardener.  It  is 
He  alone  who  causes  fruit  to  come 
from  trees  in  such  a  way  as  to  abso- 
lutely amaze  anyone  who  knew  the 
awkward,  clumsy,  croaky-sounding 
seeds  from  which  these  trees  came. 

On  the  Ashland  University  cam- 
pus there  are  many  strong,  young, 
student  trees  whom  God  is  pruning 
and  nurturing — preparing  for  years 
of  bountiful  service  to  His  church. 
Be  encouraged! 


Gardeners  and  tools 

In  my  remaining  few  sentences, 
let  me  share  with  you  just  a  few  of 
the  many  "gardeners"  and  "tools" 
that  God  is  using  to  accomplish  His 
purposes  on  the  Ashland  Univer- 
sity campus. 

•  There  are  14  Brethren  families  in 
Ashland  who  have  volunteered  to 
serve  as  host  families  and  extend 
hospitality  to  more  than  20  Breth- 
ren Ashland  University  students. 

•  There  are,  as  of  this  writing,  more 
than  a  dozen  Brethren  churches 
that  will  host  Gospel  Teams  this 
fall  and  winter.  Numerous  tender 
students  will  gain  their  first  expo- 
sure to  Christian  ministry  through 
these  teams. 

•  There  are  approximately  30  com- 
mitted Brethren  people  who  work 
on  the  Ashland  University  cam- 
pus. Some  are  on  the  faculty  or  in 
administrative  positions.  Others 
serve  in  the  bookstore,  in  catering, 
in  maintenance,  at  the  library,  or 
in  offices.  These  people  routinely, 
through  their  lives  and  service, 
help  nurture  future  young  student 
leaders. 

•  There  are  leaders  at  our  Brethren 
Church  National  Office  who  take 
an  active  role  in  both  the  programs 
and  people  of  our  University. 

•  There  are  three  strong  Brethren 
churches  in  Ashland  with  staff 
members  who  consistently  care  for 
the  hearts  of  student  attendees. 

•  There  are  dedicated  Navigator 
staff  members  on  the  AU  campus, 
who,  out  of  the  rich  resources  of 
their  lives,  work  with  the  various 
programs  of  the  Religious  Life  De- 
partment to  impact  hundreds  of 
student  lives. 

•  And  finally,  there  are  the  many, 
many  Brethren  churches  and  in- 
dividuals who  are  partners  in  our 
work  through  their  thoughtful 
gifts  and  devoted  prayers. 

To  all  of  these  I  say,  in  the  words 
of  the  Apostle  Paul,  /  thank  my  God 
every  time  I  remember  you.  In  all 
my  prayers  for  all  of  you,  I  always 
pray  with  joy  because  of  your  part- 
nership in  the  gospel  from  the  first 
day  until  now.  [ft] 

Dr.  Gleason,  as  Director  of  Religious 
Life,  oversees  the  Campus  Ministry 
program  at  Ashland  University. 
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Standing  in  the  Gap 


A 


MIGHTY  AND  AWESOME 
THING!"  That's  how  Daryl 
Freeman,  a  member  of  Southeast 
Christian  Fellowship  (Brethren 
Church)  in  Washington,  D.C.,  de- 
scribed "Stand  in  the  Gap,"  the 
Promise  Keepers  sacred  assembly  of 
men  held  October  4  on  the  Mall  in 
Washington.  While  many  adjectives 
were  used  to  describe  this  event, 
"awesome"  seemed  to  be  the  one 
that  was  most  used. 

The  sea  of  men  more  than  300 
yards  wide  that  stretched  a  mile 
and  a  quarter  from  in  front  of  the 
Capitol  to  beyond  the  Washington 
Monument  was  indeed  an  awesome 
sight.  It  brings  to  mind  John's  heav- 
enly vision  described  in  Revelation 
7:9,  where  it  says,  "I  looked  and 
there  before  me  was  a  great  multi- 
tude that  no  one  could  count 

It  seems  that  no  one  could  "count" 
the  multitude  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Promise  Keepers  didn't  try,  and  be- 
cause of  bad  experiences  in  the  past, 
the  Park  Police  weren't  allowed  to 
do  so.  Estimates  and  guesses  by 
others  ranged  from  half  a  million  to 
more  than  two  million.  Whatever 
the  number,  all  agree  it  was  one  of 
the  largest  gatherings  ever  in  our 
nation's  capital. 

But  the  size  of  the  crowd  alone 
was  not  what  made  this  event  sig- 
nificant. It  was  the  fact  that  these 
men  had  assembled  to  exalt  the  name 


of  Jesus  Christ,  to  repent  of  their 
sins,  and  to  seek  spiritual  renewal. 

What  was  most  spectacular  about 
this  event  was  not  the  size  of  the 
crowd,  but  rather  seeing  this  multi- 
tude of  men  on  their  faces  in  repent- 
ance, huddled  together  in  small 
groups  in  prayer,  and  lifting  joined 
hands  heavenward  in  praise.  This 
was  truly  awesome! 

The  Brethren  Church  was  well- 
represented  at  the  assembly.  Five 
attended  from  the  National  Office 
and  14  (six  of  them  Brethren)  from 


the  administration  and  faculty  of 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  A  van 
load  went  from  the  Ashland  Garber 
Brethren  Church  and  a  bus  load 
from  Ashland  Park  Street  Church. 
Several  bus  loads  came  from  Breth- 
ren churches  in  Indiana.  Other  Breth- 
ren churches  in  Ohio,  Pennsylva- 
nia, the  Southeastern  District,  and 
possibly  other  districts  were  repre- 
sented as  well. 

Two  of  the  buses  from  Indiana 
(carrying  110  men)  arrived  a  day 
early.  The  men  planned  to  paint  and 
do  repairs  in  a  public  school  near 
Southeast  Christian  Fellowship.  This 
was  one  of  several  schools  in  which 
Promise  Keepers  were  scheduled  to 
work  while  in  Washington,  D.C.  Un- 
fortunately, a  last  minute  court  in- 
junction kept  many  of  the  Promise 
Keepers,  including  the  Brethren  men, 
from  working  in  most  of  the  schools. 
Since  they  were  unable  to  do  the 
work  themselves,  the  Brethren  men 
took  up  a  collection  ($1682),  which 
they  gave  to  the  school  so  that  peo- 
ple could  be  hired  to  do  some  of  the 
work.  Then  they  spent  the  day  work- 
ing at  the  Brethren  church  and  pick- 
ing up  litter  in  the  neighborhood. 

By  next  month,  we  hope  to  have 
a  better  count  of  how  many  Breth- 
ren attended  this  gathering  and  the 
churches  from  which  they  came.  Pos- 
sibly we  can  also  include  some  ex- 
periences that  occurred  while  these 
men  were  going  to,  at,  or  returning 
from  the  event.  [D1] 


Men  on  their  faces  in  repentance  before  tfie  Lord.  Photos  by  Tom  Roepke  of  the 

Ashland  University  Ashbrook  Center,  who  attended  the  gathering  with  the  men  from  the  National  Office. 
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New  Creation  Fellowship 
goes  out  of  existence 

Mars,  Pa.  —  Upon  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  church  planter,  Rev. 
Thomas  J.  (T.J.)  McLaughlin,  the 
effort  to  plant  a  new  Brethren  church 
(New  Creation  Fellowship)  in  Cran- 
berry Township,  Pa.,  was  discon- 
tinued in  July. 

Pastor  McLaughlin's  recommen- 
dation to  the  new  church  assess- 
ment committee  and  the  Pennsyl- 
vania District  Mission  Board  cited 
several  reasons  to  close  the  work. 
Among  these  reasons  were  the  fact 
that  several  other  new  church  starts 
were  failing  in  the  immediate  area; 
the  high  cost  of  living  and  of  meet- 
ing places,  etc.;  the  core  groups' 
inability  to  draw  from  the  target 
population;  and  a  very  low  open- 
ness level  in  the  community  to  a 
new  church. 

The  assessment  committee  en- 
couraged Pastor  McLaughlin  and 
the  core  group  to  make  a  complete 
review  of  the  work  before  making  a 
final  decision.  As  part  of  this  re- 
view, the  core  group  did  an  exten- 
sive phone  survey  in  the  area.  They 
were  looking  for  a  positive  response 
rate  of  seven  to  ten  percent,  but 
received  only  three  percent.  There- 
fore they  decided  that  the  project 
should  be  discontinued,  since  the 
probability  of  success  was  small. 

Pastor  McLaughlin  reported  that 
the  members  of  the  core  group,  in- 
cluding those  who  came  from  out- 
side the  denomination,  all  plan  to 
remain  in  The  Brethren  Church  as 
part  of  several  different  congrega- 
tions. Rev.  McLaughlin  himself  re- 
cently accepted  a  call  to  pastor  the 
Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church  of 
Vandergrift,  Pa.  [ft] 

October  1997 


Children  spend  week  in  the  "wilderness" 
durinq  vacation  Bible  school  at  Gretna 


Bellefontaine,  Ohio  —  The  Old 

Testament  came  alive  for  the  more 
than  100  children  who  attended  va- 
cation Bible  school  last  summer  at 
the  Gretna  Brethren  Church.  The 
children  spent  the  week  living  like 
the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness. 
And  on  Friday  they  even  erected  a 
tabernacle  one-fifth  the  size  of  the 
original. 

Throughout  the  week,  leaders  of 
the  Bible  school  tried  to  immerse 


Gretna  vacation  Bible  school  students  visit  a  tent  where  they 
learn  about  herbs  used  by  the  people  of  Israel. 

the  children  in  the  life  and  culture 
of  the  ancient  Israelites  and  to  re- 
late Old  Testament  truths  to  the 
teachings  of  the  New  Testament. 
Each  day  the  children  were  split 
into  12  groups  representing  the  12 
tribes  of  Israel.  The  children  and 
teachers  even  wore  tribal  clothing. 
Throughout  the  week  the  children 
visited  various  tents  on  the  church 
lawn  that  were  dedicated  to  teach- 
ing skills  necessary  to  construct 
items  for  the  tabernacle.  The  chil- 
dren ground  grain,  baked  bread, 
dyed  fabric,  painted  objects  to  look 
like  precious  metals,  and  put  to- 
gether various  elements  for  the 
tabernacle.  Then  on  Friday  they 
helped  erect  the  tabernacle  itself. 
This  included  the  tabernacle  court- 
yard, which  was  40  feet  long  and  20 
feet  wide,  and  the  tabernacle 
proper,  which  was  20  feet  long,  10 
feet  wide,  and  6V2  feet  high. 


The  Old  Testament  theme  con- 
tinued into  Sunday,  when  Moses 
(portrayed  by  pastoral  intern  Ben- 
jamin Zylka)  delivered  the  morning 
message.  The  congregation  then 
moved  into  the  tabernacle  for  the 
anointing  of  the  High  Priest  (por- 
trayed by  Grenta  pastor  Rev.  Lynn 
Mercer).  A  feast  of  traditional  Old 
Testament  food  followed,  and  the 
day  concluded  with  a  dramatiza- 
tion of  the  Day  of  Atonement. 

A  record 
crowd  of 
258  people 
attended 
the  Sunday 
service. 
This  in- 
cluded 
a  number 
of  people 
from  other 
churches 
in  the 
community. 
Tina 
McPherson 
and  Chasity 
Cooper 
were  co- 
organizers 
of  the  Bible 
school.  More  than  50  people  served 
on  the  VBS  staff,  including  several 
people  from  other  churches  in  the 
community.  A  number  of  other  peo- 
ple helped  prepare  the  snacks  and 
lunches  of  "traditional  food"  that  were 
served  to  the  children  each  day. 

The  curriculum  used  was  1440 
B.C.  Build  a  Holy  Place.  This  is  the 
first  in  a  series  of  three  studies  de- 
veloped by  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  of  Elkton,  Ky.  The 
Gretna  Church  plans  to  use  the  sec- 
ond in  the  series,  Marketplace  29 
A.D.  (a  look  at  the  life  of  Jesus) 
next  year;  and  the  third,  Antioch  49 
A.D.  (the  early  church  and  the 
teachings  of  Paul)  in  1999. 

A  front-page  article  about  the  Bible 
school  by  Examiner  staff  writer  Joel 
E.  Mast  appeared  in  the  Saturday, 
August  2,  edition  of  the  Bellefon- 
taine Examiner.  Much  of  this  report 
was  taken  from  that  article.  [tf] 
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Briefly 
Noted 


The  Smithville,  Ohio,  Brethren 
Church  celebrated  its  75th  anni- 
versary on  August  16  and  17.  The 
celebration  included  a  Saturday  eve- 
ning session  of  singing,  inspiration, 
and  dedication,  followed  by  cake  and 
ice  cream;  an  appearance  by  Breth- 
ren leader  Henry  Holsinger  (a.k.a. 
Dr.  Charles  Munson)  in  the  adult 
class  on  Sunday;  a  message  by  for- 
mer pastor  Dr.  Donald  Rinehart 
during  worship;  and  a  carry-in 
meal  after  the  service.  Attendance 
for  the  Sunday  service  was  285. 

As  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  Dis- 
trict Conference  in  July,  an  Appre- 
ciation Dinner  honored  pastors  and 
pastors'  wives  in  the  district  who 
have  served  35  or  more  years.  Hon- 
ored were  Rev.  William  and 
Joanne  Cole,  Rev.  Glenn  and 
Nancy  Grumbling,  Rev.  Robert 
and  Rae  Hoffman,  Rev.  Carl 
and  Ruth  Phillips,  Rev.  Ronald 
and  Adele  Ritchey,  Rev.  Jim 
and  Iva  Saunders,  and  Rev. 
Robert  and  Nancy  Stahl.  The 
district  laymen  presented  corsages 
to  the  wives  and  clocks  to  the  pas- 
tors, as  well  as  certificates  listing 
years  of  service  and  congregations 
served.  Flowers  were  sent  to  two 
pastors'  widows — Mrs.  Ruby  Bates 
and  Mrs.  Miriam  Mills — who 
were  unable  to  attend  the  dinner. 


Members  of  the  Corinth  Brethren  Church  enjoying  their  new  church  kitchen. 

Remodeling  plans  at  Corinth  Church 
escalate  to  include  entire  basement 


Twelve  Mile,  Ind.  —  What  began 
as  a  kitchen  expansion/remodeling 
project  turned  into  the  complete 
remodeling  of  the  basement  of  the 
Corinth  Brethren  Church  building. 

Last  year  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  make  plans  to  renovate 
the  kitchen.  But  on  January  13, 
1997,  the  congregation  decided  to 
remodel  the  entire  basement — and 
to  complete  the  project  by  March 
16,  a  huge  challenge. 

Members  of  the  congregation  and 
the  suppliers  worked  many  hours 
and  with  amazing  skill  to  complete 
the  project  on  schedule.  On  one 
work  day  31  workers  were  on  site. 
In  all,  more  than  50  members  con- 
tributed physical  labor,  while  many 
others  provided  prayer  and  mone- 
tary support. 


Nine  new  doors  were  installed, 
new  support  posts  were  placed, 
numerous  sheets  of  insulation  and 
dry  wall  were  put  up,  25  gallons  of 
paint  were  applied,  and  a  number 
of  other  small  projects  were  com- 
pleted. New  appliances,  cabinets, 
floor  coverings,  kitchens  sinks,  and 
bathroom  fixtures  were  installed, 
and  the  electrical  system  was  up- 
dated. All  of  this  was  accomplished 
with  available  funds. 

On  April  27  church  members  and 
suppliers  gathered  in  the  remod- 
eled facility  for  an  evening  of  fel- 
lowship and  praise.  As  members  of 
the  congregation  celebrated  the 
completion  of  this  project,  they  also 
recognized  the  need  to  use  this 
facility  for  the  glory  of  God. 
—  reported  by  Larkin  Beecher,  moderator 


Second  Brethren  World  Assembly  planned 

Bridgewater,  Va.  —  Plans  have  been  announced 
for  a  second  Brethren  World  Assembly,  to  be  held 
July  15-18,  1998,  at  Bridgewater  College,  Virginia. 
A  Brethren  World  Assembly  is  a  gathering  of  Breth- 
ren from  the  five  denominations  with  roots  in  the 
Brethren  movement  that  began  in  1708  in  Schwar- 
zenau,  Germany.  The  first  assembly  was  held  at  Eliza- 
bethtown  College,  Pa.,  in  1992.  The  five  denomina- 
tions are  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Dunkard 
Brethren,  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren  Churches, 


Old  German  Baptist  Brethren,  and  The  Brethren 
Church.  The  assembly  also  includes  Brethren  from 
churches  in  other  countries  that  have  resulted  from 
the  missionary  activity  of  these  denominations. 

The  theme  of  next  year's  assembly  will  be  "Faith 
and  Family  —  Challenges  and  Commitments."  The 
assembly  will  include  study  papers,  workshops,  and 
a  panel  discussion  on  topics  related  to  the  theme; 
worship  services;  and  times  of  fellowship.  Also  planned 
are  historic  tours  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 

Information  about  cost,  registration,  and  accommoda- 
tions for  the  assembly  will  be  announced  later.  [ft] 
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Missions  Travel  Network 
started  by  Jan  Solomon 

Beavercreek,  Ohio  —  Former 
Brethren  missionary  Janet  Solo- 
mon recently  founded  Missions 
Travel  Network,  an  agency  to  link 
groups  and  individuals  desiring  to 
serve  as  short-term  missionaries 
with  mission  agencies  that  need  help. 

As  the  first  venture  of  Missions 
Travel  Network,  Mrs.  Solomon  in 
July  led  a  group  of  15  youth  and 
their  leaders  on  a  trip  to  Mexico. 
The  young  people  went  to  the  Baja 
Peninsula,  where  they  passed  out 
Gospel  recordings,  showed  a  film 
about  Jesus  Christ,  and  presented 
evening  programs  that  included 
puppets  and  mime. 

Missions  Travel  Network  is  an 
outgrowth  of  Mrs.  Solomon's  own 
missions  experience  as  well  as  her 
years  of  planning  mission  trips  for 
Dayton  Christian  schools.  She  has 
scheduled  journeys  for  the  coming 
year  to  Australia,  Ecuador,  Florida, 
Israel,  Jamaica,  and  Mexico.  More 
information  about  these  trips  is 
available  from  Solomon  by  calling 
937-427-8487.  [t] 


St.  Luke  Brethren,  Mt.  Zion  Baptists 
breaking  down  walls  of  prejudice 


Woodstock,  Va.  —  The  St.  Luke 
Brethren  Church  of  Woodstock, 
Va.,  and  the  Mount  Zion  Baptist 
Church  of  nearby  St.  Louis  are 
seeking  to  break  down  the  walls  of 
prejudice  and  hatred  that  exist  be- 
tween whites  and  blacks. 

It  all  started  more  than  seven 
years  ago  when  Rev.  Robert  Carter, 
an  African-American  pastor,  was  in- 
vited to  come  from  his  home  church 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  to  preach  at 
the  St.  Luke  Church.  Not  long  after 
that,  Rev.  Carter  became  pastor  at 
Mount  Zion,  and  the  pastors  of  the 
two  churches  forged  a  bond  that  led 
to  relationship-building  between 
the  two  congregations. 

Three  years  ago  the  two  churches 
began  visits  to  one  another's  wor- 
ship services.  Last  April,  for  exam- 
ple, the  St.  Luke  Church  hosted  a 
group  from  the  Mount  Zion  Church, 
and  in  July  a  charted  bus-load  of 
Brethren  traveled  to  the  Mount 
Zion  Church  for  a  service. 

Rev.  David  Benshoff,  pastor  at 
St.  Luke,  delivered  the  sermon  at 
the  Mount  Zion  service,  and  he  and 
Rev.  Carter  shared  the  leadership 
duties.  During  the  service,  Rev. 
Carter  commented,  "We're  tearing 
down  walls  .  .  .  personal  walls  of 
hatred."  Special  music  for  the  serv- 
ice was  provided  by  the  exuberant 


Mount  Zion  Youth  Choir. 

After  the  service,  white  Brethren 
and  black  Baptists  lined  up  together 
to  partake  from  tables  laden  with 
home-cooked  food.  In  addition  to  the 
good  food,  they  enjoyed  smiles,  leg- 
pulling,  laughter,  handshakes,  and 
hugs.  "Something  good  is  happen- 
ing here,"  Rev.  Carter  said. 

Besides  the  in-church  activities, 
some  of  the  men  of  the  two  congre- 
gations have  renewed  their  faith  and 
strengthened  family  relationships  by 
attending  Promise  Keepers  events. 
Both  pastors,  Benshoff  and  Carter, 
were  looking  forward  to  "Standing 
in  the  Gap,"  the  Promise  Keepers 
gathering  in  Washington  this  month. 

When  Christians  tear  down  walls 
of  prejudice  and  hate  and  build 
bridges  of  unity  and  love  instead, 
the  world  takes  note.  This  is  evi- 
denced by  the  nearly  one-half-page 
article  about  the  joint  services  of 
the  two  churches  that  appeared  in 
the  July  30  edition  of  the  Loudoun 
Times-Mirror,  the  area  newspaper. 

One  final  note:  Following  the  death 
of  Brethren  pastor  Rev.  St.  Clair 
Benshoff,  his  wife  Pauline  donated 
their  organ  to  the  St.  Luke  Breth- 
ren Church.  Later,  when  the  St.  Luke 
Brethren  got  a  new  organ,  they,  in 
turn,  donated  the  Benshoff  organ  to 
the  Mount  Zion  congregation.       [ft] 


Chaplain  Joseph  E.  Hanna 
retires  from  U.S.  Air  Force 

Dayton,  Ohio  —  Chaplain,  Ma- 
jor Joseph  E.  Hanna  retired  from 
the  U.S.  Air  Force  on  July  31  fol- 
lowing 20  years  of  service. 

He  was  honored  at  a  retirement 
ceremony  held  July  3  at  Wright  Pat- 
terson Air  Force  Base  (AFB)  near 
Dayton.  He  was  presented  the  Air 
Force  Meritorious  Service  medal,  a 
Certificate  of  Retirement,  a  Certi- 
ficate of  Appreciation  signed  by  the 
President,  and  other  mementos. 

During  his  career  he  served  six 
years  as  a  hospital  chaplain.  Other 
ministries  included  religious  edu- 
cation chaplain,  youth  advisor,  pro- 


grams and  plans  officer,  readiness 
officer,  and  funds  custodian.  As- 
signments included  Cannon  AFB, 
N.  Mex.;  USAF  Medical  Center, 


Chaplain  Joseph  and  Sara  Hanna 


Wiesbaden,  German;  Lackland  AFB 
and  Kelly  AFB,  Tex.;  Travis  AFB, 
Calif.;  and  Wright  Patterson  AFB. 

Hanna's  wife  Sara,  in  addition  to 
her  responsibilities  as  mother  of 
their  three  daughters  (now  mar- 
ried), served  in  various  ways  dur- 
ing her  years  as  a  military  wife. 
She  was  Sunday  school  secretary 
and  teacher  and  was  also  very  ac- 
tive in  Family  Services,  with  over 
2,000  hours  of  volunteer  service. 
She  was  recognized  as  Volunteer 
of  the  Quarter  on  several  occa- 
sions. At  the  retirement  ceremony, 
she  was  presented  a  Certificate  of 
Appreciation  for  faithful  service. 

Rev.  Hanna  has  accepted  a  call 
to  pastor  the  Mulvane,  Kans., 
Brethren  Church.  [ft] 
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Joanne  Parks  honored  as 
Pa.  Teacher  of  the  Year 

Johnstown,  Pa.  — Joanne  Parks, 
a  member  of  the  Vinco  Brethren 
Church  of  Mineral  Point,  Pa.,  has 
been  honored  as  the  1997  Teacher 
of  the  Year  by  the  Pennsylvania  Dis- 
trict Board  of  Christian  Education. 
Mrs.  Parks  has  taught  Sunday 
school  for  approximately  40  years, 


Joanne 
Parks 
with  her 
certifi- 
cate as 
Penn- 
sylvania 
District 
Teacher 
of  the 
Year. 

teaching  all  ages  from  children  to 
adults.  She  currently  teaches  the 
Berean  Class  at  the  Vinco  Church, 
a  group  of  older  adults  that  she  has 
instructed  for  about  eight  years. 

In  addition  to  teaching  Sunday 
school,  Mrs.  Parks  is  a  deaconess  in 
the  Vinco  Church.  She  is  also  a  chalk 
artist  and  gives  chalk  talks  to  vari- 
ous church  groups.  She  also  uses 
her  artistic  skill  in  her  Sunday  school 
class,  making  use  of  colored  chalk 
and  drawings  to  illustrate  her  lessons. 

When  asked  if  she  enjoys  teach- 
ing, Mrs.  Parks  replied,  "Absolute- 
ly!" This  probably  explains  why  she 
is  such  a  good  teacher. 

Mrs.  Parks  was  on  vacation  at 
the  time  of  the  Pennsylvania  Dis- 
trict Conference  and  was  surprised 
to  learn  when  she  returned  that 
she  had  been  selected  teacher  of  the 
year.  Since  she  was  not  at  the  Con- 
ference, the  award  was  presented 
to  her  on  August  24  at  the  Vinco 
Church.  She  received  a  certificate 
of  recognition  and  a  $25  check. 

—  reported  by  Ethel  Cobaugh 
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Larry  Hanson  ordained  a  Brethren  elder 
July  13  at  New  Paris  Brethren  Church 


New  Paris,  Ind.  —  Larry  Hanson 
was  ordained  an  elder  in  The 
Brethren  Church  and  his  wife 
Cindy  was  consecrated  as  the  wife 
of  an  elder  in  a  service  held  July 
13  at  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
New  Paris,  where  Rev.  Hanson  is 
the  pastor. 

Rev.  Larry  Baker,  pastor  of  the 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  Brethren  Church 
where  Hanson  experienced  his  call 
to  ministry,  delivered  the  message 
for  the  service.  Other  Brethren  eld- 
ers participating  in  the  service 
were  Rev.  Gene  Eckerley,  Rev.  Don 
Rowser,  Rev.  Ken  Hunn,  and  Rev. 
Robert  Bischof.  Also  taking  part  was 
John  Smith,  moderator  of  the  New 
Paris  Church.  Karen  Smith  was  or- 
ganist for  the  service,  Joyce  Gaskin 
was  song  leader,  and  both  women 
presented  special  music. 

Larry  Hanson  was  born  October 
13,  1957,  in  Benton  Heights,  Mich., 
but  was  raised  in  South  Bend,  Ind., 
from  the  age  of  two.  He  graduated 
from  Riley  High  School  in  1976.  On 
August  27  of  the  following  year,  he 
married  his  childhood  sweetheart, 
Cindy  Lightfoot.  Their  marriage  has 
been  blessed  with  two  daughters, 
Jolene  (14)  and  Charlene  (12). 

Hanson  accepted  Christ  as  a  youth 
but  strayed  from  the  Lord  for  sev- 
eral years  until  1985,  when  he  re- 
affirmed his  faith  in  Christ  at  the 
South  Bend  First  Brethren  Church. 
He  was  baptized  May  5,  1985,  and 
began  to  serve  in  various  capacities 
in  the  South  Bend  congregation.  He 
also  began  to  discern  God's  call  on 
his   life.  The  Hansons  served  full 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Hanson  and 
daughters  Jolene  (I.)  and  Charlene. 

time  at  the  Brethren  Retreat  Cen- 
ter, Shipshewana,  Ind.,  from  1990 
to  1991,  Larry  in  maintenance  and 
Cindy  in  food  service.  During  that 
time  Larry  responded  to  God's  call 
to  pastoral  ministry. 

Following  that,  he  served  as  as- 
sistant pastor  at  the  South  Bend 
Church,  as  a  disk  jockey  at  a  Black 
Gospel  radio  station,  and  since  1996 
as  pastor  of  the  New  Paris  First 
Brethren  Church.  From  1993  to  1997 
he  attended  Bethel  College  in  Mish- 
awaka,  graduating  magna  cum  laude 
this  past  May  with  a  B.A.  degree  in 
Bible  Ministry.  He  is  continuing  in 
the  Masters  of  Ministry  program  at 
Bethel  this  fall.  He  is  also  writing  a 
book  of  encouragement  for  people 
who  feel  God's  call  to  Christian 
ministry  later  in  life.  [ft] 


Robert  Stafford  appears 
live  on  NBC's  Today  show 

Walkerton,  Ind.  — -  Brethren 
elder  and  former  pastor  Rev. 
Robert  Stafford  appeared  live  Sep- 
tember 17  on  NBC's  Today  show. 
Stafford  spoke  from  his  home  in 
Walkerton  with  the  Today  show 
host  and  with  cancer  specialist 
Dr.  Patrick  Borgman,  who  were 
in  the  Today  show  studio,  about 
the  problem  of  breast  cancer  in 


men.  Stafford,  age  45,  was  diag- 
nosed with  breast  cancer  in  1988 
and  has  undergone  extensive 
treatment  for  the  disease.  Even 
so,  his  prognosis  is  not  good.  Be- 
cause so  little  information  is  avail- 
able about  breast  cancer  in  men 
(some  doctors  are  even  reluctant 
to  diagnose  it),  Stafford  has  created 
a  web  page  on  the  internet  (http: 
//interact. withus.conVinteract/mbc)  to 
provide  information  and  to  get  men 
to  talk  about  the  disease.  [ft] 
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In  Memory 

Rev.  Jerry  A.  Grieve 

Former  Brethren  missionary  Rev. 
Jerry  A.  Grieve,  56,  of  Independ- 
ence, Kans.,  died  July  10  after  an 
extended  illness  (cancer).  Jerry  and 
his  wife  Cheryl  served  as  Brethren 
missionaries  to  Nigeria  from  1971 
to  1976,  working  with  Wycliffe  Bi- 
ble Translators  in  language  learn- 
ing and  Bible  translation.  When 
they  returned  to  the  U.S.,  Rev. 
Grieve  served  in  ministries  in  vari- 
ous churches.  He  also  was  an  agent 
for  the  Farm  Bureau  and  owned  his 
own  business.  Prior  to  his  death,  he 
was  pastor  of  New  Covenant  Fel- 
lowship. He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Cheryl  and  their  three  children, 
Seth  (at  home),  Dawn  Davidson  (in 
Mulvane,  Kans.),  and  Nicole  (in 
Wichita).  [ft] 


Party  for  Madoskis  held  at 

West  Valley  Life  Church 

Tracy,  Calif.  —  The  West  Valley 
Brethren  Life  Church  of  Tracy 
held  a  surprise  retirement  party 
September  2  for  former  Brethren 
pastoral  couple  Rev.  Robert  and 
Bernadine  Madoski.  Thiry-four 
people  from  the  church  attended. 

The  Madoskis  have  been  attend- 
ing the  West  Valley  Church  for 
several  months.  Rev.  Madoski  has 
assisted  on  Sunday  mornings  and 
has  met  with  West  Valley  Pastor 
Arch  Nevins  for  prayer  for  God's 
direction  for  the  congregation. 
Mrs.  Madoski  has  assisted  Mrs. 
Nevins  (Connie)  with  encouraging 
the  women  in  their  relationship 
with  God. 

The  Madoskis  plan  to  spend  the 
next  two  years  traveling,  only 
coming  home  for  holidays  and  spe- 
cial events. 


Solemn  prayers,  rapturous  devo- 
tions, are  but  repeated  hypocrisies 
unless  the  heart  and  mind  be  con- 
formable to  them.  —  William  Law 

October  1997 


Rev.  Robert  Keplinger  retires  July  1 
after  44  years  in  pastoral  ministry 


Linwood,  Md.  —  Rev.  Robert 
Keplinger  retired  July  1  from  the 
pastoral  ministry.  On  June  29  he 
gave  his  final  sermon  at  the  Lin- 
wood Brethren  Church,  where  he 
pastored  for  the  last  13  years. 

Pastor  Bob,  as  he  is  often  called, 
began  his  formal  training  for  Chris- 
tian ministry  at  Ashland  College. 
There  he  also  met  Dolores  (Dee) 
Thomas,  who  later  (August  8,  1953) 
became  his  wife.  She  was  from  Johns- 
town, Pa.;  he  from  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Following  his  graduation  from  AC 
with  a  B.A.  degree  in  1951,  Bob 
attended  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary. Even  before  receiving  his  de- 
gree in  1954,  Bob  began  pastoring 
Trinity  Brethren  Church  in  Can- 
ton, Ohio,  where  he  served  from 
1953  to  1963.  In  1963  the  Kep- 
lingers,  now  numbering  four  with 
the  arrival  of  sons  Thomas  in  1956 
and  Charles  (Chip)  in  1961,  moved 
to  Levittown,  Pa.  There  Pastor  Bob 
served  the  Levittown-Fairless  Hills 
Brethren  Church,  which  at  that 
time  was  a  mission  congregation. 

Following  six  years  at  Levittown, 
the  Keplinger  family  moved  to  our 
nation's  capital,  where  Pastor  Bob 
served  the  Washington,  D.C.,  Breth- 
ren Church.  After  ten  years  as  pas- 
tor of  that  congregation,  he  left  the 
full-time  ministry  for  a  few  years, 
working  as  manager  for  a  telephone 
marketing  company  in  the  Wash- 
ington area.  But  even  then  he  con- 
tinued to  pastor,  serving  Faith 
Chapel  of  Hurlock,  Md.,  part  time. 

Then  in  1984  he  answered  a  call 
to  the  Linwood  Church,  where  he 
had  perhaps  his  most  fruitful  min- 
istry. In  his  13  years  there,  four 
couples  responded  to  God's  call  to 
Christian  service  and  moved  to 
Ashland  to  attend  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  Three  other  cou- 
ples from  the  church  are  ministry 
recruits,  including  Scott  and  Stacy 
Robertson.  Scott  served  as  assis- 
tant pastor  during  the  last  two 
years  of  Pastor  Bob's  ministry  and 
currently  serves  as  interim  pastor 
of  the  congregation. 

Also  among  Pastor  Bob's  recruits 
are  Dr.  Emanuel  (Buzz)  and  Ann 


Rev.  Bob  and  Dee  Keplinger 

Sandberg.  Brought  into  Linwood 
Brethren  Church  by  Pastor  Bob's 
persistence,  the  Sandbergs  later 
moved  to  Ashland,  where  Dr.  Sand- 
berg has  become  Executive  Direc- 
tor of  The  Brethren  Church  and 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Ashland  University. 

During  his  years  in  Washington 
and  Linwood,  Pastor  Bob  served  for 
27  years  in  the  Greater  Washing- 
ton Education  Association,  first  as 
treasurer  and  then  for  20  years  as 
president.  He  also  sang  with  the 
National  Christian  Choir.  In  addi- 
tion both  Bob  and  Dee  were  active  in 
the  Linwood  community.  This  was 
noted  in  an  article  about  their  re- 
tirement in  a  local  paper,  which 
stated:  "The  couple  is  much  admired; 
they've  been  very  active  in  the  commu- 
nity and  will  be  greatly  missed." 

During  the  years  of  her  husband's 
ministry,  Dee,  a  1952  graduate  of 
Ashland  College  with  a  Bachelor  of 
Music  degree,  was  a  full-time  mother 
for  several  years.  She  then  taught 
music  in  public  schools.  She  is  an 
accomplished  organist  and  pianist. 

The  Linwood  Church  had  a  sur- 
prise retirement  party  for  the  Kep- 
lingers  in  May.  Then  both  the  con- 
gregation and  the  Linwood  commu- 
nity said  good-bye  to  the  Keplingers 
at  a  Farewell  Picnic  held  July  11  at 
the  New  Windsor  Lions  Park. 

The  Keplingers  have  retired  to 
Ashland  to  be  near  their  two  sons, 
two  daughters-in-law,  and  three 
grandchildren.  [ft] 
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Jefferson  Church  goes  on  air 

Goshen,  Ind.  —  Sermons  delivered 
at  the  Jefferson  Brethren  Church 
are  now  being  presented  to  a  wider 
audience.  Messages  preached  by 
Jefferson  pastor  Dr.  Dan  Lawson 
on  Sunday  are  recorded  and  broad- 
cast the  following  Saturday  by 
WHME  (103.1),  a  local  radio  station. 

Pastor  Lawson  is  no  stranger  to 
radio.  While  serving  the  First 
Brethren  Church  in  Oakville,  Ind., 
he  broadcast  a  15-minute  Bible 
study  program  five  days  a  week  for 
2V£  years.  When  the  radio  station 
changed  to  a  secular  format, 
Lawson  switched  to  60-second 
'Think  Spots" — commercial-length 
messages  aimed  at  introducing 
people  to  God  and  helping  them  see 
how  God  is  relevant  to  their  lives. 

He  continued  offering  these  spots 
on  a  local  station  when  he  became 
pastor  at  Jefferson  about  two  years 
ago.  It  was  while  he  was  looking 
into  the  possibility  of  continuing 
these  spots  that  he  was  approached 
by  WHME  executives  with  the  idea 
of  airing  his  sermons. 

Lawson  believes  radio  enables  the 
church  to  reach  a  wide  variety  of 
people.  He  indicated  that  the  Jef- 
ferson congregation  is  excited  at  the 
opportunity.  "We've  even  given  some 
consideration  to  doing  some  local 
spots  on  local  cable  TV,"  he  added. 

—  This  report  was  taken  from  an 
article  by  Amy  Rogers  Rensberger  that 
appeared  in  the  Goshen  News. 


WHAT  does  a  Home  Mission  con- 
gregation do  when  it  doesn't  have 
a  building  and  therefore  no  baptis- 
try in  which  to  baptize  new  Chris- 
tians? The  Living  HOPE  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Medina,  Ohio, 
solved  this  problem  by  having  an 
outing  at  a  campground,  where  the 
baptisms  were  performed  in  a  lake 
on  the  grounds.  On  July  27,  Living 
HOPE  pastor  Rev.  Tom  Sprowls 
baptized  four  people  at  Pier-Lon 
Campground  outside  of  Medina. 


Lauffers  retire  after  twenty-one  years 
on  staff  at  Riverside  Christian  School 


Lost  Creek,  Ky.  —  Twenty-one 
years  ago  the  parents  of  a  family  of 
seven  quit  their  jobs,  sold  their  east- 
ern Ohio  home,  and  moved  to  a 
small,  struggling,  Christian  school 
in  Kentucky  to  begin  an  adventure. 
Twenty  one  years  later  that  ad- 
venture is  drawing  to  a  close,  as 


Deane  and  Elizabeth  Lauffer 


The  people  of  Jackson  remember 
Lib  for  her  years  of  nursing  at  the 
Nim  Henson  Geriatric  Center  and 
the  Kentucky  River  Medical  Center. 
They  remember  Deane  for  teaching 
some  classes  at  Jackson  City  School 
and  for  his  involvement  in  musical 
programs,  the  Gideons,  and  other 
religious  programs 
in  the  county. 

And  all  remem- 
ber them  both  for 
their  warm  humor, 
tireless  helping 
hands,  and  their 
leadership  in  ad- 
ministrative roles. 

But  the  Lauffers 
received  blessings 
as  well.  "Having  my 
children  graduate 
here  and  the  family 
atmosphere  have 
been    two    of    the 


Deane  and  Elizabeth  (Lib)  Lauffer 
retire  from  their  long-time  posi- 
tions on  the  faculty  of  Riverside 
Christian  School  in  Lost  Creek. 

It  all  started  with  a  camping  trip. 
Deane,  a  music  teacher  and  band 
instructor  in  the  public  school;  Lib, 
a  registered  nurse;  and  their  five 
children — Ed,  Michael,  Lisa,  David, 
and  Daniel — headed  south  on  a 
camping  trip  with  friends  who  had 
family  ties  at  Riverside.  While  at 
the  school,  they  discovered  that  a 
music  teacher  was  needed.  This 
pulled  at  the  heartstrings  of  these 
new  Christians,  so  when  they  re- 
turned home,  they  made  the  deci- 
sion to  sell  their  home  and  move  to 
Lost  Creek. 

During  their  21  years  of  dedicated 
service,  the  Lauffers  engendered 
many  memories.  Riverside  alumni, 
parents,  and  the  Lost  Creek  com- 
munity remember  Deane  for  direct- 
ing the  band,  teaching  music,  Bible, 
and  history,  sponsoring  classes, 
driving  a  bus,  serving  as  business 
manager,  and  more.  They  remem- 
ber Lib  for  teaching  health  and  art, 
working  at  the  cafeteria  and  the 
clothing  sale  room,  and  for  being 
the  school  treasurer. 


greatest  rewards 
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for  me,"  Lib  said.  "I  would  encour- 
age everyone  to  send  their  kids  to  a 
Christian  school,"  she  added. 

"One  of  the  greatest  rewards  I  have 
experienced,"  said  Deane,  "is  seeing 
former  students  assume  family  and 
community  leadership  responsibili- 
ties." His  counsel  to  parents:  "Bring 
your  children  up  in  the  nurture  of 
the  Lord.  Don't  allow  the  world  to 
take  control  of  your  children." 

The  Lauffers  are  moving  to  a 
mountain  home  south  of  Franklin, 
North  Carolina,  where  they  will  live 
next  door  to  their  son  David.  Lib 
hopes  to  do  some  part-time  nursing 
there,  and  Deane  wants  to  arrange 
music  and  also  learn  to  play  the 
guitar.  They  are  also  looking  for- 
ward to  a  slower-paced  life. 

The  Lauffers'  Riverside  family, 
neighbors,  and  friends  held  a  fare- 
well in  their  honor  before  their  de- 
parture. A  commemorative  quilt 
made  especially  for  the  Lauffers 
was  presented  to  the  couple,  along 
with  other  gifts.  The  final  chorus  at 
the  farewell  expressed  the  senti- 
ments of  all.  As  they  held  hands 
they  prayed,  in  song,  that  the  Lord 
would  "bind  us  together  with  love." 
—  reported  by  Doran  and  Nancy  Hosteller 
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Deacons  and  Deaconesses  Ordained 


Smoky  Row  Church 

Columbus,  Ohio  —  Two  new  deacon  couples,  Chip 
and  Jeanne  Wilson  (at  left  in  photo  at  right)  and 
Marilyn  and  John  Van  Gilder,  were  set  apart  May 
18  at  the  Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church  in  Colum- 
bus. The  setting  apart,  which  was  held  at  the  end  of 
the  morning  worship  service,  followed  a  six-month 
selection  process  and  a  sermon  series  on  "The  Quali- 
fications of  a  Deacon"  by  Pastor  Tom  Schiefer.  Pas- 
tor Schiefer  and  Associate  Pastor  Jeff  Whiteside  of- 
ficiated at  the  ordination.  The  cakes  in  the  picture, 
which  were  served  at  a  reception  following  the  serv- 
ice, say  (I.  cake)  "New  Deacon  Couples"  (r.  cake)  "Set 
apart  for  Service,  Van  Gilders  and  Wilsons." 


L.  to  r.,  Dr.  Dale  Stoffer,  Teresa  &  Chris  Latham,  Rev.  Fred  &  Carolyn  Brandon. 


North  Georgetown  Church 

North  Georgetown,  Ohio  —  Chris  and 
Teresa  Latham  were  ordained  as  deacon 
and  deaconess  in  the  North  Georgetown 
First  Brethren  Church  on  Sunday,  June  29. 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  professor  Dr. 
Dale  Stoffer  brought  the  message  for  the  serv- 
ice. Dr.  Stoffer  was  pastor  of  the  Smoky 
Row  Brethren  Church  in  Columbus  when 
the  Lathams  attended  there  while  Chris 
was  a  student  at  Ohio  State  University, 
and  he  had  the  privilege  of  baptizing  Chris. 
Deacons  and  deaconesses  Pete  and  Diane 
Hill,  Dave  and  Sharon  Heestand,  Virgil 
Curfman,  Gary  and  Nancy  Diehl,  and 
Wanda  Powell  participated  in  the  service 
as  well  as  North  Georgetown  Pastor  Fred 
Brandon  and  his  wife  Carolyn. 


Burlington  Church 

Burlington,  Ind.  —  Ed  and  Carol  Brewster 
and  Jeff  and  Kathryn  Carter  were  ordained 
May  18  as  deacons  and  deaconesses  in  the 
Burlington  First  Brethren  Church.  Kurt 
Stout,  associate  pastor  of  the  North  Manches- 
ter Brethren  Church  brought  a  message  of 
encouragement  and  challenge  to  the  candi- 
dates. Kurt  is  from  the  Burlington  Church 
and  is  the  brother  of  Kathryn  Carter.  Allen 
Stout,  chair  of  the  Deacon  Board,  presented 
the  candidates.  District  Elder  Gene  Eckerley 
and  Burlington  Pastor  Dennis  Sigle  con- 
ducted the  examination,  consecration,  and 
setting  apart  of  the  candidates.  Pastor  Sigle 
and  his  wife  Cheryl  sang  a  special  number. 


L.  to  r.,  Kurt  Stout,  Rev.  Gene  Eckerley,  Kathryn  t<-  Jeff  Carter,  Cynthia  tfc 
Allen  Stout  (parents  of  Kathryn),  Carol  &  Ed  Brewster,  Pastor  Dennis  Sigle. 


October  1997 
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Fourth  volume  planned  to 
The  Brethren  Encyclopedia 

Huntingdon,  Pa.  —  The  Encyclo- 
pedia Board  has  announced  plans 
to  produce  a  fourth  volume  to  The 
Brethren  Encyclopedia. 

This  final  volume  will  have  three 
major  components:  additions  and 
corrections  to  material  in  volumes 
1-3;  new  articles  on  topics  emerg- 
ing since  1980;  and  a  comprehen- 
sive index  for  all  four  volumes.  The 
schedule  calls  for  publication  in  the 
millennial  year  2000. 

Carl  F.  Bowman  of  Bridgewater 
College  and  Donald  F.  Durnbaugh  of 
Juniata  College  have  been  named 
co-editors  of  the  new  volume.  Mem- 
bers of  the  editorial  board  from  The 
Brethren  Church  are  Dale  R.  Stof- 
fer  and  Bradley  Weidenhamer,  both 
of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 

A  special  call  has  been  issued  for 
corrections  and  additions  to  the 
previously-published  volumes. 
These  should  be  sent  to  D.F.  Durn- 
baugh, Box  948,  Juniata  College, 
Huntingdon,  PA  16652. 

Editor's  note:  All  Brethren  congre- 
gations are  advised  to  check  their 
entries  in  The  Brethren  Encyclopedia 
for  accuracy  and  to  send  any  correc- 
tions to  Dr.  Durnbaugh  at  the  ad- 
dress given  above. 


Creative  use  of  baptistry  enables  Brethren 

to  mini<;tpr  to  the  thirst  of  their  oommunitw 


Derby,  Kans.  —  Brethren  of  New 
Heights  Christian  Fellowship  found 
another  use  for  their  church  bap- 
tistry earlier  this  year.  They  used 
it  to  cool  cans  of  soft  drinks  that 
they  later  distributed  to  people 
watching  the  Derby  Days  Parade. 

For  several  weeks  members  of  the 
congregation  had  been  building  a 
wall  of  12-  and  24-can  packs  of  soft 
drinks.  They  looked  forward  eagerly 
to  the  opportunity  to  pass  out  the 
pop — no  strings  attached — to  peo- 
ple lining  the  streets  to  watch  the 
parade.  They  saw  this  as  a  practi- 
cal way  to  demonstrate  the  love  of 
Christ  to  their  community. 

But  the  problem  they  faced  was 
how  to  get  the  pop  cool.  So  they  got 
creative.  The  day  before  the  parade, 
a  load  of  ice  was  delivered  to  the 
church.  They  put  the  crushed  ice 
and  the  cans  of  pop  in  the  baptistry. 

When  the  time  came  to  distribute 
the  pop  the  next  day,  snow  shovels 
were  used  to  shovel  ice  and  pop  out 
of  the  baptistry  and  into  coolers. 
The  coolers  were  then  loaded  onto 
three  trucks,  which  carried  pop  and 
people  to  strategic  locations  along  the 
parade  route.  There  six  teams  of  4 
to  5  people  each  (28  in  all) — wear- 
ing shirts  with  the  church  name  and 
logo  attractively  stitched  on  the  front 
— distributed  1,200  cans  of  ice-cold 
pop  to  people  watching  the  parade. 

Along  with  each  can  of  pop,  they 
handed  out  a  business  card  with  a 
brief  message  about  God's  love.  The 


Cheyenne,   Wyo. 

—  A  new,  lighted 
sign  is  providing  in- 
creased visibility  to 
the  Cheyenne  Breth- 
ren Church.  In  ad- 
dition to  giving  the 
church  name  in 
large  letters,  the 
sign  has  space  for 
times  of  services  and 
the  pastor's  name, 
plus  room  for  a  spe- 
cial message.  It  also 
provides  directions 
to  parking.  In  the  picture,  the  spe- 
cial message  on  the  sign  says, 


"Spiritual  CPR performed  here." 
—  report  and  photo  by  Alice  M.  Tharp 


card  also  gave  the  name,  address, 
and  phone  number  of  the  church 
and  the  time  of  the  Sunday  Morn- 
ing Celebration  Service. 

When  the  parade  was  over,  those 
who  had  distributed  the  pop  and  the 
cards  walked  back  over  the  parade 
route  and  picked  up  trash.  They 
weren't  quite  as  excited  about  this! 

The  New  Heights  Brethren  believe 
that  in  order  to  effectively  reach 
out  to  the  unsaved  or  unchurched 
in  the  community,  they  must  become 
an  active  and  recognizable  part  of 
that  community.  They  are  both  ex- 
cited and  challenged  by  the  oppor- 
tunities for  ministry  that  God  con- 
tinues to  provide. 

Hopefully,  through  outreach  min- 
istries like  this  one,  they  will  see 
people  coming  to  their  worship  serv- 
ices for  whom  the  baptistry  will  be 
needed  for  its  customary  use. 

—  reported  by  Joyce  Medved 
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Third  report  on  The  Brethren  Church  National  Survey: 


Our  Greatest  Strengths  and  Needs 


rnHIS  REPORT  is  part  three  of  a 
_L  four-part  series  on  The  Breth- 
ren Church  National  Survey.  This 
survey,  which  was   conducted  in 
early  1997,  was  designed  to  provide 
"self-assessed  insights  into  how  we 
perceive  our  church." 

The  first  report  considered  possi- 
ble obstacles  to  church  growth  (see 
April  issue,  pp.  4-6).  The  second 
report  discussed  issues  related  to 
church  planning.  It  looked  at  the 
priority  church  leaders  assign  to  re- 
viewing plans  and  to  communicat- 
ing plans  and  goals — as  well  as  the 
means  for  achieving  those  goals — to 
members  of  their  congregations  (see 
p.  3  of  last  month's  issue).  Now  we 

will  consider  what  survey  respon- 
dents saw  as  the  greatest  strengths 
and  needs  of  our  churches. 

Our  Greatest  Strengths 

A  total  of  194  people  (65  pastors 
and  129  lay  leaders)  responded  to 
the  question,  "What  are  the  three 
greatest  strengths  of  your  congre- 
gation?" In  order  to  summarize  their 
answers,   similar  responses  were 
grouped  together  in  categories.  For 
example,  all  responses  about  congre- 
gational behavior  that  related  to 
friendliness  (such  as  "friendly,"  "wel- 
coming," "loving,"  "concerned,"  "in- 
clusive," and  "encouraging")  were  in- 
cluded in  a  category  called  Friend- 

Table  1:  Greatest  Strengths  of  Our  Congregation 

Category 

%  Pastors 

%  Total  Grp 

Strength 

1 

42.2 

50.0 

Friendliness:  Welcoming,  Loving,  Concerned, 
Inclusive,  Encouraging 

2 

37.9 

39.2 

Leadership:  Well-Trained,  Talent,  Skill,  Core  Com- 
mitted Leaders 

3 

22.7 

21.1 

Prayer:  Prayer  Life,  Worship 

4 

27.3 

20.1 

Openness:  Flexibility,  Willingness  to  Learn/Change, 
Desire  to  Learn,  Creativity,  Good  Attitude 

5 

21.2 

20.1 

Dedication:  Commitment,  Willingness  to  Work,  De- 
sire to  Minister,  Faithfulness,  Seeking  God's  Will 

6 

21.2 

19.6 

Fellowship:  Community,  Close  Family,  Family 
Atmosphere 

7 

10.6 

18.0 

Helpful:  Cooperative,  Sharing,  Caring  for  Needs 

8 

28.8 

17.0 

Programs:  Christian  Ed.,  Outreach,  Service, 
W.M.S.,  Visitation 

9 

13.6 

11.9 

Word:  Openness  to  Word,  Desire  for  Bible  Teach- 
ing, Sound  Theology 

10 

13.6 

10.8 

Tithing:  Giving,  Financial  Support,  Stewardship, 
Using  Benevolence 

By  Emanuel  Sandberg 

liness.  The  individual  responses  that 
were  judged  to  fit  into  each  cate- 
gory were  then  counted,  and  the 
percentage  of  respondents  who  in- 
dicated that  "category"  as  a  congre- 
gational strength  was  calculated. 
These  percentages  were  first  calcu- 
lated for  the  group  as  a  whole,  and 
then,  as  a  subset,  for  the  pastors 
who  completed  the  survey.  Thus, 
for  example,  50  percent  of  the  total 
group  of  194  respondents  indicated 
"Friendliness"  as  one  of  the  great- 
est strengths  of  their  congregation; 
42.2  percent  of  the  65  pastors  indi- 
cated the  same. 

Table  1  (below,  left)  summarizes 
what  survey  respondents  consider 
to  be  the  top  ten  "strengths"  of  our 
congregations.  It  is  interesting  to 
see  how  we  rate  ourselves  at  the 
congregational  level.  Clearly  we  see 
ourselves  as  friendly,  open,  helpful 
and  interested  in  congregational 
fellowship.  We  also  see  ourselves  as 
possessing  good  leadership,  but  we 
are  less  sure  of  the  strength  of  our 
dedication  to  ministry  and  to  our 
own  prayer  life. 

It  is  important  to  note  the  signifi- 
cant differences  between  the  way 
lay  leaders  and  the  way  pastors 
view  congregational  strengths. 
(continued  on  page  3) 
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SNAPSHOTS 

By 
Michelle  Rhude 


ARE  YOU  A  FAN  of  mini- 
dramas?  No,  not  the  kind  you 
can  see  on  TV  any  night  of  the 
week.  I  mean  those  played  out 
around  you  every  day:  mother 
and  two-year-old  in  line  at  the 
grocery;  father  and  son  on  the 
baseball  field;  teenagers  on  a 
date  at  a  nice  restaurant.  People- 
watching  at  its  best. 

I'm  easily  distracted  by  people, 
so  usually  I  sit  near  the  front  of  a 
group,  whether  it's  a  class,  a  lec- 
ture, a  conference,  or  a  worship 
service.  Those  mini-dramas  catch 
my  attention  every  time. 

Most  church  services  are  prime 
territory  for  family  drama.  The 
scene  is  set  by  the  nature  of  the 
activity.  The  rules  are  usually  "sit 
still,  pay  attention,  and  don't  draw 

You  hem  me  in, 

behind  and  before; 
You  have  laid  your 
hand  upon  me. 

Psalm  139:5 

any  undue  attention  to  yourself." 
Squirmy  kids  are  automatically 
in  conflict  with  adults  trying  to 
maintain  appearances. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  broke  my 
habit  of  sitting  in  the  front  and 


found  myself  watching  a  toddler 
during  worship.  (I  know,  I  know;  I 
was  supposed  to  be  paying  atten- 
tion!) He  was  being  fairly  good. 
He  wasn't  making  much  noise. 
He  was  keeping  himself  occupied 
with  quiet  things,  like  pencils,  of- 
fering envelopes,  and  prayer  re- 
quest sheets  from  the  back  of  the 
seat  in  front  of  him. 

He  would  sit  on  the  floor  for  a 
while,  then  get  up  on  the  seat, 
then  head  back  to  the  floor,  then 
try  for  the  aisle — escape  from  the 
clutches  of  the  evil  parental  plot 
for  quiet  decorum!  It  was  at  these 
times  that,  almost  absent-mind- 
edly, adult  arms  would  turn  the 
toddler  around  and  distract  him 
from  his  attempts  to  escape  with 
another  item  of  short-lived  interest. 

A  few  minutes  would  pass  until 
the  youngster  thought  that  no  one 
was  paying  attention,  and  then 
another  attempt  would  be  made 
for  the  aisle.  This  went  on  for  ten 
minutes  or  so,  with  each  attempt 
becoming  a  little  more  intense,  a 
little  more  desperate. 

Freedom! 

Finally!  Under  the  adult  knees 
and  out!  Freedom!  A  look  of  ac- 
complishment beamed  from  his 
face  as  he  realized  his  victory  and 
stood  up  in  the  aisle.  When  the 


inevitable  adult  arms  picked  him 
up,  I  watched  his  face  as  looks  of 
disbelief,  defeat,  and  anger  swept 
over  it.  Then  began  the  wailing,  and 
the  two  players  exited  stage  left. 

My  (full)  attention  returned  to 
the  sermon,  and  I  realized  that  I 
had  just  seen  the  message  illus- 
trated. The  child  thought  he  could 
escape.  When  he  wasn't  stopped, 
when  he  reached  his  goal,  he 
thought  he  had  succeeded;  he 
thought  he  was  free.  But  he  found 
that  he  wasn't.  Neither  are  we. 
Though  small  lapses  in  integrity 
may  seem  to  go  unpunished  or 
unnoticed,  we  can  never  be  out  of 
reach  of  our  Father. 

His  eyes  are  on  the  ways  of  men; 
he  sees  their  every  step. 

There  is  no  dark  place,  no  deep 
shadow, 
where  evildoers  can  hide. 

Job  34:21-22,  niv 

Are  you  assuming  today  that 
your  actions,  seemingly  unnoticed 
by  God,  will  not  have  conse- 
quences? Don't  be  fooled.  They 
will.  [*] 

"Snapshots"  is  a  monthly  column 
that  seeks  to  illuminate  our  relation- 
ship with  God  by  focusing  on  some  of 
the  everyday  experiences  of  life.  Mrs. 
Rhude  is  a 
member  of 
the  Jeffer- 
son Breth- 
ren Church 
of  Goshen, 
Ina\,  and 
takes  an  ac- 
tive part  in 
the  life  and 
ministry  of 
that  congre- 
gation. 
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Third  Survey  Report 

(continued  from  page  1) 
Consider  the  following  categories: 
Friendliness,  Openness,  Helpful- 
ness, and  Church  Programs. 

Friendliness:  This  is  commonly 
considered  to  be  a  strength  of  Breth- 
ren churches.  The  pastors,  while  still 
recognizing  this  characteristic,  are 
more  reserved.  Why  is  this?  What 
do  they  see?  Are  we  friendly  to  fel- 
low members  but  less  friendly  to 
strangers?  Is  our  friendship  quali- 
fied by  other  considerations — social 
or  economic  position,  length  of  com- 
munity residence,  etc.  Is  our  friend- 
ship superficial,  never  going  fur- 
ther than  social  politeness? 

How  friendly  are  we?  Your  an- 
swer is  important  to  your  church 
(since  strangers  love  a  friendly 
church),  but  in  reality  it  is  even 
more  important  to  you.  As  you  con- 
sider your  obedience  to  God,  ask 
yourself  how  God  expects  you  to 
treat  those  with  whom  you  come 
into  contact — family  members, 
friends,  casual  contacts,  strangers, 
yes,  even  those  who  do  evil  to  you. 

Openness:  Pastors  believe  that 
congregations  are  more  open  to 
change  and  more  receptive  to  new 
ideas  than  do  lay  leaders.  The  di- 
rection of  this  difference  is  very  im- 
portant. The  pastor  is  the  desig- 
nated leader  in  the  congregation 
and,  therefore,  the  prime  agent  of 
change.  The  pastor  must  have  con- 
fidence in  his  ability  to  lead  and  in 
the  openness  of  the  congregation  to 
accept  change  and  to  go  beyond 
"what  is"  to  "what  could  be."  Since 
only  about  20  percent  of  survey  re- 
spondents listed  "openness"  as  a 
congregational  strength,  however, 
key  questions  in  most  congregations 
and  for  most  pastors  ought  to  be, 
"How  can  we  improve  our  willing- 
ness to  learn  and  to  change?  How 
can  we  become  more  flexible?" 

Helpful:  Members  think  they  are 
more  helpful  to  one  another  than  do 
the  pastors.  Are  we  also  helpful  to 
people  outside  the  congregation?  Do 
we  have  organized  lay  missions  de- 
signed to  care  for  the  needs  of  others? 

Programs:  Pastors  considered 
the  Christian  Education,  Outreach, 
W.M.S.,  and  Visitation  programs  of 
their  congregations  to  be  signifi- 
cantly stronger  than  the  lay  leaders 
considered  them  to  be.  With  that 


Table  2:  Greatest  Needs  of  Our  Congregation 

Category 

%  Pastors 

%  Total  Grp 

Need 

1 

33.8 

33.8 

More  Commitment:  Involvement,  Urgency,  Zeal, 
Dedication,  Boldness 

2 

33.8 

30.8 

Outreach:  Evangelism,  Heart  for  Lost,  Reclaim 
Former  Members 

3 

13.8 

22.6 

Leadership:  Teachers,  Key  Talents,  Maturity 

4 

21.5 

21.0 

Giving:  Stewardship,  Funds 

5 

16.9 

16.4 

Improved  Worship:  Music  Ministry,  Prayer 

6 

12.3 

15.9 

Broader  Involvement:  Sharing  of  Power, 
Greater  Participation 

7 

24.6 

14.9 

Vision:  Purpose,  Mission,  Direction,  Goals 

8 

21.5 

14.4 

Mindset:  Attitude,  Willingness,  Understanding 

9 

15.4 

11.3 

Space:  Facilities 

10 

20.0 

10.3 

Special  Training:  Discipleship,  Mentoring,  Biblical 
Teaching 

difference,  as  shown  in  category  8 
of  Table  1,  it  might  be  helpful  for 
the  pastor  and  lay  leaders  of  a 
church  to  do  a  church  assessment 
and  evaluate  all  services  of  the 
church  to  identify  (jointly)  areas  re- 
quiring improvement. 

Our  Greatest  Needs 

The  194  pastors  and  lay  leaders 
also  responded  to  the  survey  ques- 
tion, "What  are  the  three  greatest 
needs  of  your  congregation?"  Again, 
the  answers  were  categorized  and 
tabulated,  and  then  percentages 
were  calculated.  Table  2  (above) 
summarizes  the  results,  listing  the 
top  ten  "needs"  of  our  congregations. 
Take  a  look  at  what  the  respon- 
dents saw  as  their  congregational 
areas  of  greatest  need: 

•  More  Commitment:  Involve- 
ment, Urgency,  Zeal,  Dedication, 
Boldness 

•  Outreach:  Evangelism,  Heart  for 
Lost,  Reclaim  Former  Members 

•  Leadership:  Teachers,  Key  Tal- 
ents, Maturity 

•  Giving:  Stewardship,  Funds 

•  Improved  Worship:  Music  Min- 
istry, Prayer 

We  are  consistent!  The  categories 
indicated  as  the  areas  of  greatest 
need  track  closely  to  the  highest- 
rated  obstacles  to  growth  identified 
in  the  survey  and  analyzed  in  the 
first  report  of  this  series  (see  April 
issue,  pp.  4-6).  The  importance  of 
this  is  that  it  suggests  that  we 
know  where  we  are  weak  and  fall- 


ing down  in  our  Christian  service. 
It  is  also  important  to  point  out 
that  pastors  in  their  responses 
rated  the  following  needs  as  signifi- 
cantly more  important  than  did  the 
total  group  of  respondents: 

•  Vision:  Purpose,  Mission,  Direc- 
tion, Goals 

•  Mindset:  Attitude,  Willingness, 
Understanding 

•  Special  Training:  Discipleship, 
Mentoring,  Biblical  Teaching 
What  is  important  is  not  the  dif- 
ference in  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  survey  by  respondents,  but  that 
the  members  of  The  Brethren 
Church  see  clearly  the  strengths 
and  the  needs  of  their  local  congre- 
gations and,  by  projection,  of  The 
Brethren  Church  itself. 

Survey  report  number  four,  which 
will  appear  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
Evangelist  will  focus  attention  on 
what  survey  respondents  believe 
the  National  Office  can  do  to  help 
The  Brethren  Church  grow.  [1>] 


Stand  in  the  Gap 

Reports  indicate  that  at  least  316 
men  and  boys  from  48  Brethren  con- 
gregations attended  Stand  in  the  Gap, 
the  Promise  Keepers  Sacred  Assem- 
bly held  October  4  in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  Indiana  District  had  the  most, 
with  127  men  and  boys,  followed  by 
Ohio  (95),  Southeastern  (52),  and  Penn- 
sylvania (31).  Four  men  attended  from 
the  Florida  District,  three  from  Central, 
two  from  California,  and  one  each 
from  the  Midwest  and  Southwest. 
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Brethren  World  Relief 


Making  a  difference  in  our  world 

By  Clive  R.  Calver,  President,  World  Relief 

Dr.  Clive  R.  Calver  was  commissioned  as 
the  new  president  of  World  Relief  Corpora- 
tion of  the  National  Association  of  Evangel- 
icals in  a  service  held  Monday,  September 
22,  1997,  in  Wheaton,  III.  Evangelist  Editor 
Dick  Winfield  attended  that  service,  repre- 
senting The  Brethren  Church. 

Dr.  Calver  came  to  World  Relief  from  Lon- 
don, England,  where  he  served  for  the  past 
14  years  as  director  general  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Alliance  of  the  United  Kingdom,  a  dy- 
namic Christian  movement  5, 000 -churches 
strong  representing  30  denominations  and 
800  Christian  organizations.  Under  Calver's 
leadership,  the  Alliance  experienced  un- 
precedented growth  (500%)  and  unity.  Pas- 
sionate in  his  belief  that  Christians  should 

be  doers  as  well  as  speakers,  Calver  success-  ^r-  Clive  K.  Calver 

fully  challenged  Alliance  members  to  move  beyond  the  comfort  of  their 
buildings  to  love  their  neighbors  on  the  streets  and  in  the  homeless  shelters. 

A  gifted  communicator,  Calver  seized  every  opportunity  to  represent  the 
evangelical  perspective  to  Prime  Ministers  and  people  alike  on  a  variety  of 
issues,  from  drug  abuse  to  the  occult.  He  was  heard  by  millions  in  daily 
newspapers,  on  the  radio,  and  in  high-profile  television  debates,  in  which 
evangelicals  earned  a  prominent  voice  and  a  public  witness. 

During  his  commissioning  service,  Dr.  Calver  shared  his  vision  for  World 
Relief.  The  following  paragraphs  are  excerpts  from  remarks  he  made  that 
evening. 


THE  VERSE  in  Scripture  that 
means  more  to  me  than  any- 
thing is  this:  "Do  whatever  he 
[Jesus]  tells  you"  (Jn.  2:5).  When 
together  we  do  what  He  tells  us  to 
do,  we  really  can  make  a  difference, 
because  there's  a  world  out  there 
that  desperately  needs  Jesus. 

You  may  say,  "Yes,  but  you're 
coming  to  a  relief  and  development 
agency."  That's  true.  But  they  asked 
me  the  second  day  here,  "What's 
the  most  important,  social  respon- 
sibility or  preaching  the  gospel."  I 
said,  'That's  easy.  It's  a  bit  difficult 
preaching  the  gospel  to  someone 
who's  dead!"  So  let's  keep  them  alive 
and  then  give  them  Jesus. 

You  see,  it's  easy  when  you've  fed 
someone  to  explain  that  the  reason 
you  did  so  is  Jesus.  It  was  easy  in 
Britain  to  talk  to  the  gay  commu- 
nity when  we  ran  more  AIDS  beds 
as  evangelicals  than  anyone  else 
did.  We'd  earned  the  right  to  speak. 
***** 

What  this  world  needs  is  a  dem- 


onstration of  the  love  and  power  of 
Jesus  working  through  lives  that 
have  been  sacrificed  for  Him,  laid 
on  the  line  before  Him,  lives  that 
are  going  to  stop  at  nothing  to  actu- 
ally see  this  world  transformed  by 
that  same  Spirit  of  God  that  has 
always  taken  the  lives  of  ordinary 
men  and  women  and  changed 
them.  That's  what  we're  looking  for 
in  our  world.  That's  what  we're 
looking  for  in  our  day  and  genera- 
tion. And  the  physical  opens  the 
way  for  the  spiritual. 

What's  the  motivation?  Do  I  want 
a  big  World  Relief?  I've  got  a  confes- 
sion to  make.  I  couldn't  care  less 
about  World  Relief.  I  have  no  com- 
mitment to  institutions  or  estab- 
lishments or  organizations.  I  have 
a  simple  commitment  to  Jesus  and 
His  church.  And  inasmuch  as  the 
churches  in  the  U.S.A.  53  years  ago 
established  a  relief  and  develop- 
ment organization  to  serve  the 
church  and  called  it  World  Relief, 
I'm  committed  to  the  churches  and 


I'm  committed  to  Jesus.  And  if  the 
name  we  have  to  work  with  to  actu- 
ally touch  this  world  is  World  Re- 
lief, I'm  committed  to  it  inasmuch 
as  it  is  the  churches  serving  Jesus. 
***** 

Jesus  is  sitting  at  the  right  hand 
of  His  Father.  BuL  one  day  he 
wasn't.  One  day  Stephen  died.  One 
day  Stephen's  face  shone  with  the 
radiance  of  the  living  Lord  Jesus. 
And  one  day  Stephen  said,  "Forgive 
them,"  just  as  Jesus  had  said  about 
those  who  were  killing  Him.  And 
scripture  says  that  Stephen  saw 
Jesus  standing] 

I  want  to  get  Jesus  to  stand.  I 
can't  do  that  alone.  But  in  this  world 
tonight  there  are  thousands  of  peo- 
ple dying  without  knowing  Jesus. 
There  are  thousands  of  people  dy- 
ing without  Christian  love  and  care. 
And  I  believe  that  the  Lord  will 
stand  when  His  people  sink  their 
differences,  love  each  other,  work 
together,  forget  their  theological 
arguments,  care  for  each  other,  and 
are  prepared  to  go  out  there  and 
change  this  world  with  the  love  of 
Jesus — whatever  it  cost.  I  want  to 
get  Jesus  standing,  not  because  of 
me,  but  because  of  what  He  sees 
His  people  doing. 

***** 

I  hope  you're  getting  my  passion. 
We  need  to  do  what  He  tells  us.  We 
need  to  do  it  together.  Together  we 
can  make  a  difference.  [ft] 


New  World  Relief  Month 

Beginning  this  year,  we  are  put- 
ting the  focus  on  the  ministry  of 
World  Relief  in  November.  This  is  a 
change  from  past  years,  when  April 
was  World  Relief  emphasis  month. 

There  are  two  reasons  for  this 
change: 

1.  November  is  the  month  when 
World  Relief  Corporation  of  NAE — 
through  which  we  channel  our  relief 
funds — has  its  major  emphasis. 
Therefore,  materials  promoting  the 
work  of  World  Relief  are  more  read- 
ily available  in  November. 

2.  November  is  when  we  observe 
Thanksgiving.  During  this  time  when 
we  thank  God  for  His  abundance  to 
us,  it  is  particularly  appropriate  for 
us  to  share  our  blessings  with  those 
who  are  less  fortunate. 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Brethren  World  Relief 


World  Relief  in  India 


OUR  GIFTS  to  World  Relief 
support  not  only  the  work  of 
World  Relief  in  general,  but  also  the 
relief  and  development  efforts  of  our 
own  Brethren  Mission  program  in 
India.  During  the  past  year,  World 
Relief  sent  $15,000  to  Brethren 
Mission  in  India.  Of  this,  $5,000 
was  for  the  ongoing  Nutrition  and 


Health  Program,  and  $10,000  was 
for  disaster  relief  following  two 
devastating  cyclones. 

This  money  was  administered  by 
Dr.  K.  Prasanth  Kumar,  national 
director  of  the  Brethren  Mission  in 
India,  and  his  wife  Nirmala,  who 
diligently  seek  to  get  the  maximum 
value  from  the  money  received. 


Nirmala  Kumar  passes  out  World  Relief  food  packets  to  children  in  Rajahmun- 
dry  on  Christmas  Day  1996.  Hundreds  of  packets  were  distributed. 


On  this  page  are  several  photos 
showing  Brethren  World  Relief  at 
work  in  India.  Here,  as  in  other 
places  around  the  world  where 
World  Relief  is  serving,  the  relief 
and  development  efforts  of  Brethren 
Mission  not  only  meet  the  physical 
needs  of  the  recipients  but  also  help 
to  open  hearts  to  the  message  of  the 
Gospel.  [ft] 


Rev.  Kumar  presents  a  sewing  ma- 
chine to  a  woman  who  was  abandoned 
by  her  husband.  She  uses  the  sewing 
machine  to  earn  a  living  to  support 
herself  and  her  two  children. 


HREN 


A  man  in  need  of  basic  transportation 
so  that  he  can  support  his  family  is 
presented  a  bicycle  by  Rev.  Kumar. 
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Food  packets  ready  for  distribution  to  victims  of  last  year's  cyclones  and  the 
floods  that  followed.  The  foodstuff  came  bulk,  and  the  children  in  the  girls' 
orphanage,  shown  here,  packaged  it  for  distribution. 


Is  your  Christianity  real? 

By  Mark  Logan 


FRIDAY  was  my  son's  birthday. 
He  lives  10,000  miles  away  in 
the  United  States.  Since  I  couldn't 
be  with  him  to  give  him  a  gift  in 
person,  I  sent  him  a  "virtual  bou- 
quet" of  flowers  over  the  internet. 

A  virtual  bouquet,  of 
course,  is  not  real  flowers. 
It  is  only  an  image  of  some 
flowers  that  appears  for  a 
short  time  on  the  screen  of 
a  computer  monitor.  A  vir- 
tual bouquet  is  but  a  mea- 
ger example  of  what  com- 
puter users  today  know  as 
"Virtual  Reality."  Virtual 
Reality  is  something  that 
appears  real  when  it  isn't. 
Virtual  Reality  replaces 
the  true  article  with  an 
image  of  the  real  thing. 

Virtual  Reality  was  first 
used  in  video  games  and 
adventure  videos.  Re- 
cently, however,  the  tech- 
nology has  been  used  to 
build  flight  simulators  for 
training  airline  pilots.  I 
just  read  an  article  about 
how  the  principles  of  Vir- 
tual Reality  are  being 
combined  with  CAT-scans 
to  produce  images  of  a  hu- 
man body  so  real  that  doc- 
tors  can  see  what  is  going  on  inside 
without  surgery. 

Virtual  Reality  has  established 
its  place  in  the  computer  world,  but 
I  think  it  is  also  prevalent  in  to- 
day's society.  Many  things  around 
us  aren't  what  they  appear  to  be. 

For  example,  we  probably  all 
know  that  everything  we  see  on 
television  is  not  real.  But  it  is  easy 
to  forget.  We  need  to  continually 
remind  ourselves  that  the  media 
specialize  in  Virtual  Reality.  It  is 
their  stock  in  trade;  their  business. 
Advertisers  and  publishers  want  us 
to  feel  good.  They  go  to  great  lengths 
to  cover  up  the  unpleasant  realities 
of  life  with  slick  images  of  the  way 
we  would  like  things  to  be.  It  is 
easy  to  believe  that  everything  is 


nice  and  pleasant.  We  want  to  think 
that  everything  is  okay. 

But  there  is  falsehood  all  around 
us.  We  must  not  allow  ourselves  to 
believe  all  that  is  presented  as  real- 
ity. As  Christians  we  must  seek  out 


The  Real  Thing!  Mark  and  Chantal  Logan  are  Brethren 
missionaries  serving  in  East  Africa.  At  General  Conference, 
Mark  told  Brethren  that  in  the  hot,  arid  country  in  which  they 
serve,  Coca-Cola  is  the  most  popular  drink.  He  suggested  that 
we  let  every  can  or  bottle  of  Coke  be  a  reminder  to  us  to  pray 
for  the  many  unsaved  people  in  that  country. 


the  truth.  The  Bible  tells  us  that 
Satan  is  the  master  of  lies  and  de- 
ception. It  also  tells  us  that  Jesus  is 
the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life, 
and  that  He  came  to  bring  healing 
to  a  broken  world.  This  is  a  mes- 
sage that  a  world  living  in  Virtual 
Reality  cannot  even  hear. 

Virtual  Christianity 

We  must  always  look  for  the 
whole  story  and  be  alert  to  the  mis- 
representations of  truth  around  us. 
But  most  of  all,  we  must  be  on 
guard  against  what  I  call  "Virtual 
Christianity."  In  a  recent  book,  an- 
thropologist Charles  Kraft  says, 
"We  now  have  at  least  two  'Chris- 
tianities' in  the  world — two  very  dis- 
tinct things  called  by    the    same 


name."  One  is  biblical  Christianity, 
for  which  Jesus  gave  His  life;  the 
other  is  the  religion  of  western  so- 
cieties. The  first  demands  absolute 
faith  and  offers  eternal  salvation; 
the  second  is  simply  a  cultural  sys- 
tem of  beliefs  and  practices  that 
requires  nominal  acceptance  and 
offers,  at  most,  social  success. 

Two  "Christianities" — one,  a  sav- 
ing way  of  life;  the  other,  a  western 
religion.  Two  "Christianities" — 
Authentic  Christian,  a  real  and 
authentic  way  to  know  God  and  live 
at  peace  with  Him  and  our 
neighbors;  and  "Virtual 
Christianity,"  an  illusion  of 
knowing  and  pleasing  God. 
Virtual  Christianity  has 
existed  for  a  long  time. 
Much  of  the  "Christianity" 
we  hear  about  in  the  news 
media  or  read  about  in 
history  books  is  Virtual 
Christianity.  It  is  claiming 
to  follow  the  way  of  Jesus 
while  ignoring  much  of 
what  He  did  and  said. 

Virtual  Christianity 
builds  religious  structures 
that  separate  God's  peo- 
ple, denominational  walls, 
for  example,  that  consume 
our  energy  and  keep  us 
from  being  united  against 
our  common  enemy.  Vir- 
tual Christianity  comforts 
the  rich  and  wealthy.  It 
relies  on  human  resources 
for  its  power  and  protec- 
tion. Virtual  Christianity 
'  is  religion  the  way  we 
would  like  it  to  be,  glamorous  and 
undemanding.  Virtual  Christianity 
is  much  more  appealing  than  the 
real  thing.  It  is  far  removed  from 
the  poor  Carpenter  who  died  on  a 
Roman  cross. 

While  Virtual  Reality  can  be  used 
for  good,  Virtual  Christianity  has 
little  redeeming  value.  There  is,  in 
fact,  great  danger  in  confusing  Vir- 
tual Christianity  with  the  genuine 
article.  Virtual  Christianity  makes 
no  attempt  to  separate  itself  from 
the  world.  It  adapts  and  accommo- 
dates itself  to  the  world  around  it. 
Real  Christianity,  on  the  other  hand, 
changes  the  world. 

Virtual  Christianity  has  no  sav- 
ing power.  We  can  practice  all  of 
the  religious  forms — go  to  church, 
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Dear  Ladies, 

With  the  recent  deaths  of  Prin- 
cess Diana  and  Mother  Teresa,  I 
have  thought  a  lot  about  dying  and 
heaven.  In  a  sermon  my  husband 
preached  recently,  he  said  he  wished 
there  were  no  such  things  as  sad- 
ness, sickness,  or  death.  You  can- 
not wish  these  things  away.  They 
are  a  part  of  our  lives.  But  with 
Christ  these  things  are  easier  to 
handle  and  accept.  I  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  understand  how  a  person 
can  go  through  the  sorrow  and  grief 
of  death  without  having  our  Lord 
to  lean  on. 

In  times  of  sickness,  Jesus  is 
there  to  help  us  through  the  tough 
times.  I  could  not  have  gotten 
through  my  "battle"  with  cancer 
without  having  the  Lord  to  help 
me,  to  listen  to  me,  and  to  give  me 
a  positive  attitude,  and  help  me 
look  forward  to  healing  in  my 
body.  Death  comes  to  each  of  us 
eventually.  We  have  all  experi- 
enced the  death  of  a  family  mem- 
ber or  friend.  Jesus  is  there,  ready 
to  help  us  through  our  grief  and 
sorrow.  There  is  a  lot  of  sadness  in 
our  world,  and  we  need  to  look  to 
Jesus  to  help  us  through  those 
times  of  sadness. 

As  Christians,  we  know  we  can 
look  forward  to  heaven  where 
there  is  no  sickness,  no  sadness,  no 
death.  We  all  know  of  people  with- 

(continued  on  page  2) 


GRASP  THE  VISION 

Devotions  presented  by  Susan  Kidd,  August  7,  1997 

You  have  made  known  to  me  the  path  of  life; 
you  will  fill  me  with  joy  in  your  presence, 
with  eternal  pleasures  at  your  right  hand. 

Psalm  16:11  (niv) 


We  talked  previously  about  the 
cataracts  in  our  lives  that  block 
our  view  of  God  and  His  will  for 
us.  We  said  that  we  can  have  the 
Master  Surgeon  open  our  eyes  and 
remove  that  cloudy  lens,  that  we 
can  replace  it  with  Jesus,  our  new 
clear  lens,  and  that  we  must  daily 
put  on  our  glasses,  the  Holy  Spirit, 
to  help  us  see  God's  will  up  close 
and  personal.  I  mentioned  several 
cataracts,  but  there  is  an  addi- 
tional cataract — our  need  to  for- 
give and  be  forgiven. 

This  was  emphasized  in  the  Cor- 
porate Prayer  session  at  General 
Conference,  led  by  Tom  Sprowls. 

I  think  that  those  of  us  here  to- 
day have  had  our  surgery  and  our 
implant  of  Jesus.  And  we  daily 
strive  to  use  our  glasses  to  see 
clearly  the  details  of  each  day's 
plan.  Those  of  you  who  have 
looked  at  your  new  W.M.S.  Devo- 
tional Guide  have  noticed  that  our 
theme  is  "Joy  in  the  Journey." 
Once  we  have  our  clear  vision  and 
direction,  and  start  on  our  journey 
in  Christ,  we  are  promised  joy. 

Take  a  moment  to  re-read  the 
text  at  the  beginning.  Let's  think 
about  what  joy  really  is.  Many 
times  we  think  that  Joy  and  Hap- 
piness are  the  same  thing.  As  I 
blow  these  bubbles,  I  think  the 
bubbles  represent  HAPPINESS. 
Bubbles  are  fun  to  create,  beauti- 
ful to  watch.  You  can  see  the  rain- 
bow in  them.  They  are  so  carefree. 
They  bring  out  laughter  in  chil- 
dren of  all  ages.  But  they  are  also 


blown  away  by  the  slightest  cur- 
rent, popped  and  gone  in  an  in- 
stant, leaving  only  a  damp  spot.  A 
little  soap  and  hot  air. 

Happiness,  like  bubbles,  seems 
to  be  dependent  on  things:  pros- 
perity, possessions,  health,  secu- 
rity, friends,  or  our  own  feelings 
about  ourselves.  Some  people  are 
only  happy  when  they  feel  that 
they  are  a  success:  important  in 
the  eyes  of  others,  owner  of  much, 
pretty  to  look  at,  married  to  a  suc- 
cessful mate,  achiever  of  great 
things,  loved  by  someone.  When 
age  begins  to  fade  outer  beauty, 
when  the  loved  one  is  gone,  when 
the  business  fails,  or  retirement 
comes,  the  happiness  leaves.  The 
bubble  bursts. 

JOY  is  different.  I  would  like  for 
you  to  think  about  joy  being  repre- 
sented as  a  diamond.  Think  about 
a  diamond  that  you  have  seen  or 
look  at  the  one  you  may  have  on 
your  finger.  It  is  beautiful.  You  can 
see  a  rainbow  of  colors  in  it  as  it 
reflects  light.  There  is  no  stone 
stronger  or  more  lasting  than  a 
diamond.  It  was  formed  from  basic 
ingredients  of  nature  under  pres- 
sure. A  popular  saying  is  "Dia- 
monds are  Forever."  The  diamond 
is  a  symbol  of  eternal  love. 

I  think  that  the  Joy  that  comes 
from  God  is  like  a  diamond.  It  is 
not  dependent  on  what  is  happen- 
ing around  us.  It  is  not  even  de- 
pendent on  us.  It  is  a  gift  from 

(continued  on  page  3) 


NATIONAL 

BIBLE  WEEK 

November  23-30,  1997 


Since  19G9,  Thanksgiving  week 
has  been  designated  also  as  Na- 
tional Bible  Week.  Plan  your  own 
special  observance:  read  from  an- 
other version,  use  a  concordance  to 
pursue  related  references,  read  re- 
sponsively  or  in  unison  with  your 
family,  find  locations  on  Bible  maps; 
but  above  all,  read. 

Encourage  your  family  members 
and  friends  to  begin  a  regular  con- 
versation with  and  daily  commit- 
ment to  God.  National  Bible  Week 
is  a  good  time  to  begin.  Remember 
the  verbs  from  II  Chronicles  7:14: 
become  humble,  pray,  seek  Him,  and 
turn  from  evil,  then  God  will  hear, 
forgive,  heal.  We  haven't  started  to 
do  our  part! 

Several  years  ago  one  of  our 
reading  books  was  What  Happens 
When  Women  Pray  by  Evelyn 
Christenson.  She  wrote  that  things 
happen  when  we  actually  pray,  not 
when  we  study  about  prayer  or 
even  memorize  Bible  verses  about 
prayer.  For  me,  prayer  (my  talking 
to  God)  and  Bible  reading  (God 
talking  to  me)  go  together — they 
are  companions.  All  the  answers  to 
questions  or  problems  which  I 
would  ever  face  are  written  in 
God's  Word! 

I  hope  you  will  join  me  in  observ- 
ing National  Bible  Week.  Then  we 
will  develop  a  closer  relationship 
with  God,  our  Heavenly  Father; 
another  reason  for  thanksgiving. 


President's  Pen  (continued) 

out  Christ.  It  makes  the  message 
of  salvation  so  very  important  to- 
day!! I  pray  that  you  each  will 
thank  God  for  your  salvation,  and 
that  you  will  pray  for  and  witness 
to  someone  you  know  who  is  with- 
out Christ. 

We  had  an  excellent  conference 
this  year  in  South  Bend,  Indiana. 
Our  two  W.M.S.  sessions  went 
well.  The  attendance  at  the  Tues- 
day session  was  down  some,  due  to 
the  pastors'  wives'  session  held  at 
the  same  time.  The  Thursday  ses- 
sion was  well-attended,  and  we 
took  care  of  all  of  our  business  in 
that  session. 

The  luncheon  on  Wednesday  was 
very  well-attended  (over  200)  and 
well-organized  by  Vice  President 
Marilyn  Aspinall.  Our  speaker  was 
Nirmala  Kumar,  our  missionary 
from  India,  who  gave  an  excellent 
talk,  as  usual. 

During  this  year,  we  would  like 
to  ask  each  W.M.S.  group  to  look 
at  ways  you  can  involve  ALL 
women  (younger  and  older)  in  your 
group.  You  may  need  to  make 
some  changes  (shorten  your  busi- 
ness session,  add  a  Bible  study, 
provide  baby-sitters,  bring  in  an 
outside  speaker,  etc.).  We  need  to 
be  willing  to  make  some  changes! 

It  is  not  necessary  to  change  our 
message.  We  are  a  Women's  Mis- 
sionary Society  and  our  message  is 
MISSIONS.  Over  the  years  our 
project  offerings  have  assisted  in 
the  work  in  many  foreign  coun- 
tries. You  ladies  are  commended 
for  what  you  have  done  to  help 
with  our  missionary  efforts! 

Remember  this  year's  project  is 
offerings  for  the  re-opening  of  the 
Eden  Bible  Institute  in  Argentina. 
Eduardo  and  Mariela  Rodriguez 
have  returned  to  Argentina  for  this 
purpose.  Include  them  in  your 
prayers 

As  your  president,  I  will  do  my 
best  to  encourage  all  of  you  in  your 
efforts.  Let's  see  what  we  can  do  to 
involve  more  women  in  our  church 
in  our  missionary  efforts. 


God  bless  each  of  vou. 


4n  THanoritm 


Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is 
the  death  of  his  saints. 

Psalm  115:15 

The  lives  of  these  sisters  in 
Christ  were  remembered  during 
the  Memorial  Service  Tuesday  at 
General  Conference. 


INDIANA 

Bryan 

Willa  Connin 

Flora 

Meg  Grumbling 

Audrey  Randall 

Goshen 

Mary  Schrock 

Huntington 

Melba  Stahl 

Mexico 

Irene  Martin 

OHIO 

New  Lebanon  Afternoon 

Dorothy  Gedra 
Ashland  Park  St.  Joy 

Betty  Snyder 
Canton  Trinity  Sr. 

Mary  Lou  Snyder 


SOUTHEAST 


Linwood 


Helen  Smith 


Shirley  Black 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Johnstown  II  Alice  Hostetler 

Masontown  Emma  Genshaw 

Mt.  Olivet  Elva  M.  Lewis 

Gertie  A.  Wilson 
Dorothy  Shockey 
Pleasant  View    Esther  Lowmaster 

As  the  ladies  from  New  Lebanon 
read  each  name  on  a  flower  in 
their  wreath,  we  were  thankful  for 
their  lives. 
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On  your  missionary  calendar, 
you  noticed  that  the  October  mis- 
sionaries were  T.J.  and  Judy 
McLaughlin,  home  missionaries  in 
Cranberry  Twp.,  Pennsylvania.  I 
didn't  know  much  about  the 
McLaughlins,  other  than  that  they 
were  church  planters  for  the  Penn- 
sylvania District,  so  I  wrote  to 
Judy.  This  is  her  reply: 

"Thank  you  so  much  for  your  let- 
ter. We  are  honored  that  you 
would  like  information  on  our  fam- 
ily for  your  newsletter. 

"We  are  very  sorry  to  inform  every- 
one that  the  church  plant  in  Cran- 
berry was  not  a  success.  We  closed 
the  doors  as  of  June  1  due  to  (1)  lack 
of  finances;  (2)  the  area  being  too 
expensive  to  minister  in  or  to;  (3) 
not  being  able  to  reach  the  social- 
economic  group  of  the  area;  (4)  and 
not  being  accepted  by  the  borough 
we  lived  in. 

T.J.  has  accepted  the  call  to  be 
the  pastor  of  Pleasant  View  Breth- 
ren Church  (Vandergrift),  so  he, 
the  girls  (Tricia  and  Traci),  and  I 
have  moved  into  the  parsonage  as 
their  pastoral  family. 

"The  church  plant  in  Cranberry 
(about  20  minutes  from  downtown 
Pittsburgh)  was  a  wonderful  learn- 
ing experience  and  very  difficult  to 
close,  but  we  knew  beyond  the 
shadow  of  any  doubt  that  God  was 
in  control  ALL  THE  TIME. 

"God  is  good  and  takes  care  of 
His  children,  if  we  are  in  His  will. 

"With  the  experience  in  Cran- 
berry, we  have  some  valuable  peo- 
ple in  ministry  now  in  other  Breth- 
ren churches.  Part  of  our  team 
came  with  us  and  one  man  went  to 
Sarver  Brethren  Church. 

'The  Scripture  that  we  lived  by 
for  the  last  year  was  II  Chronicles 
7:14:  If  my  people,  who  are  called 
by  my  name,  will  humble  them- 
selves, and  pray,  and  seek  my  face 
and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways, 
then  will  I  hear  from  heaven  and 
will  forgive  their  sin  and  will  heal 
their  land.  What  a  promise! 
"In  Christ, 
"Judy  McLaughlin" 

Their  new  address  is:  RD  1,  Box 
429B,  Vandergrift,  PA  15690 

November-December  1997 


The  November  missionaries  of 
the  month  are  those  in  Special 
Ministries:  Doran  and  Nancy 
Hostetler  in  Riverside  Christian 
School,  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky,  and 
Juan  Carlos  and  Maria  Miranda  in 
Hispanic  Education  Association  in 
Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

This  summer  Randy  and  Karen 
Best  joined  the  staff  of  Riverside. 
Randy  is  the  assistant  administra- 
tor to  Doran,  so  add  them  to  your 
Home  Missions  prayer  list. 

In  October  Juan  Carlos  traveled 
with  Reilly  Smith,  Director  of  Mis- 
sionary Ministries,  to  South  Amer- 
ica for  an  administrative  visit.  Juan 
Carlos  is  a  consultant  and  teacher 
and  Maria  continues  her  radio 
ministry. 

The  December  missionaries  are 
Mark  and  Chantal  Logan,  who 
serve  in  Djibouti,  Africa.  Their  lo- 
cation is  a  Muslim  country;  hence, 
no  sign  of  Christianity  can  be  sent 
them.  Aside  from  some  school 
items  for  the  children,  Chantal 
said  other  assistance  is  very  lim- 
ited. What  we  can  do  is  pray  for 
our  sisters.  The  "D"  at  the  begin- 
ning of  Djibouti  is  silent,  so  the 
first  sound  is  almost  a  "J"  sound 
(ja-boot-y). 


Grasp  the  Vision  (continued) 

Him.  Even  when  we  are  sad,  when 
we  are  not  happy  (or  bubbly),  we 
can  have  joy.  Joy  that  is  strong 
and  lasts  forever.  Joy  that  comes 
from  knowing  God's  promise  of 
eternal  life  and  everlasting  love. 
God  promises  that  He  is  with  us; 
we  are  never  separated  from  His 
eternal  love.  "You  will  fill  me  with 
the  joy  of  your  presence,  with  eter- 
nal pleasures  at  your  right  hand." 
Like  the  bubbles,  happiness  is  at 
times.  Joy  is  always,  because 
God  has  made  known  the  path  of 
life  and  He  fills  us  with  joy  in  His 
presence. 

Prayer:  Lord,  Thank  you  for  the 
joy  of  this  moment  and  every  mo- 
ment. Help  us  to  come  into  your 
presence  more  completely,  so  that 
our  joy  may  be  full.  Amen. 


From  the  Home 
Mission  Team  near 
Indianapolis  .  .  . 
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Dear  W.M.S.  Ladies  of 

The  Brethren  Church, 

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  say 
thank  you  for  the  prayers,  cards, 
and  notes  that  regularly  come  to 
the  people  of  the  Winning  the 
Race  Ministries  Team.  Your 
thoughtfulness  is  a  great  encour- 
agement. Your  prayers  are  vital  to 
our  work,  to  all  mission  work,  and 
to  your  local  church  ministry  and 
outreach.  We  need  you  and  ap- 
preciate you  very  much. 

We  are  reading  about  prayer, 
and  I  am  more  convinced  than  ever 
of  its  importance.  Prayer  moves 
the  hand  and  heart  of  God.  He  de- 
lights in  our  prayers  and  uses 
them  greatly. 

We  are  involved  in  a  great  oppor- 
tunity here  in  Winning  the  Race, 
and  it  is  also  a  great  spiritual  war- 
fare. Please  keep  up  and  indeed  in- 
crease your  prayer  efforts.  I  write 
to  the  Outlook  Newsletter  because 
it  would  be  hard  to  follow  up  on 
each  card  and  letter.  Thank  you  for 
your  concern  and  your  vital  efforts. 
In  Christ's  love, 
Keith  Bennett 
and  the  Winning  the  Race 
Ministries  Team 


Happiness  is  at  times, 
Joy  is  always. 


LG6K! 


SEE  THIS 

Dear  Ladies, 

In  response  to  my  question  in 
the  July/August  Newsletter  about 
continuing  to  make  quilts,  the  la- 
dies at  General  Conference  want 
very  much  to  continue  this  project. 
With  this  in  mind,  I  encourage  you 
to  make  and  send  lots  of  quilt 
squares.  Here  are  the  guidelines: 

(1)  Use  all-cotton  fabric.  Please 
be  sure  the  finished  size  is  at  least 
8V2"  with  the  design  less  than  8". 

(2)  Make  your  designs  needle- 
work (embroidery,  cross-stitch,  ap- 
plique, pieced,  etc.).  Do  not  use 
fabric  paints,  etc.  The  needlework 
adds  to  the  beauty  of  the  projects. 

(3)  Squares  can  be  sent  anytime 
to  me  at  9300  S.  St.  Rt.  3,  Muncie, 
IN  43702. 

I  am  updating  the  Service  Guide. 
Meantime,  here  are  additional  items 
that  can  be  sent  to  missionaries: 

Todd  and  Tracy  Ruggles  can  use: 

•  W.M.S.  reading  books;  put  your 
name  and  address  in  the  books,  if 
you  want  them  returned. 

•  Any  Sunday  school  materials  for 
children  (2  years-12  years)  which 
have  pictures  with  no  words,  or 
very  few  words. 

•  Child  Evangelism  Fellowship  flan- 
nel graph  materials  (English  is 
fine)  or  any  other  CEF  materials. 

•  Badge  or  button  maker  with  extra 
blades. 

To  confirm  or  verify  a  need,  Todd 
and  Tracy's   E-mail   address   is 
1 10335.1525@compuserve.com 
Their  postal  address  is: 
Apartado  Postal  #45 
Admon.  Jesus  Del  Monte 
Huixquilucan,  edo.  de  Mexico 
C.P.  52764  MEXICO 

For  Mark  and  Chantal  Logan, 

remember  that  anything  you  send 
must  not  show  any  Christian  sym- 
bols (crosses,  churches,  etc.).  They 
can  use: 

•  Overheads  of  hymns  and  choruses 

•  Dry  coffee  creamer 

•  School  supplies:  pens,  pencils,  note- 
books, stickers  (again,  no  Chris- 
tian symbols),  small  stuffed  ani- 
mals, things  that  the  school  chil- 
dren would  like. 


Their  address  is: 
B.P.  2634 
Djibouti- ville 
Republique  de  Djibouti 
(via  Paris,  France) 
Hopefully  this  will  help  you  as 
you  begin  your  fall  projects. 
God  bless  you, 
Joan  Merrill 

AND  THIS 

Hello,  Ladies  of  W.M.S. : 

Because  I  have  heard  a  few 
questions,  now  is  a  good  time  to 
review  the  status  of  the  Legacy 
Gift  Fund.  These  funds  came  to  the 
Women's  Missionary  Society  from 
the  Carpenter  estate.  Many  other 
Brethren  ministries  also  received 
bequests  from  the  Carpenters. 

Most  of  the  W.M.S.  funds  are  in- 
vested in  the  Brethren  Home  Mis- 
sion Revolving  Fund  (BHMRF), 
helping  Brethren  churches.  Some 
remain  in  a  real  estate  partnership 
called  Krupp.  (Formerly  Paine  Web- 
ber served  as  our  agent;  we  now 
deal  directly  with  Krupp.)  The 
Krupp  account  is  maturing,  and  it 
will  close  in  a  few  years. 

For  those  who  read  my  financial 
report  in  the  W.M.S.  Conference  re- 
port book,  you  know  that  Krupp  is 
beginning  to  return  our  capital.  The 
return  was  listed  with  the  interest 
from  Krupp,  and  in  parenthesis 
under  Receipts.  The  parenthesis  (  ) 
shows  that  we  cannot  count  this 
money  as  income.  It  is  a  partial  re- 
turn of  our  investment. 

You  also  noticed  that  the  Balance 
on  Hand  reflects  these  changes. 
Krupp  Securities  is  lower  (capital 
returned),  while  the  First  Federal 
Savings  and  Loan  savings  account 
is  higher  (capital  invested).  We  will 
eventually  move  all  the  moneys  re- 
turned from  Krupp  to  the  Brethren 
Home  Mission  Revolving  Fund. 

I  wish  there  were  a  way  to  speed 
our  way  out  of  Krupp  and  into  the 
BHMRF.  Unfortunately,  to  protect 
the  investment,  we  need  to  let  it 
mature  naturally. 

I  know  talking  about  funds  and 
investments  can  be  both  boring 
and  confusing.  Pardon  me,  if  I 
have  bored  you,  but  CALL  ME 
(419-281-0027),  if  I  have  confused 
you!  I  am  here  to  serve. 
Sincerely, 
JoAnn  Seaman,  Treasurer 


tiZiitor's  hiding 

Dear  Friend, 

January  will  mark  the  half-way 
point  of  our  W.M.S.  year  and,  with 
the  thought  of  New  Year's  resolu- 
tions, this  is  a  good  time  to  evalu- 
ate your  commitments.  Which  are 
up-to-date  and  which  need  concen- 
trated effort  for  improvement? 
Consider  what  you  want  your 
group  to  accomplish  this  year.  Are 
you  proceeding  on  track? 

These  few  statistics  show  our 
strengths  and  weaknesses  for 
1996-97,  according  to  the  report 
from  Nancy  Hunn,  the  general  sec- 
retary. In  1995-96  there  were  88 
societies;  in  1996-97  there  were 
86.  This  year  68  societies  met  the 
No.  1  commitment  of  daily  devo- 
tions, including  Bible  reading  and 
prayer.  I  wish  that  number  were 
86-100%  of  us!  Why  don't  we  have 
time  for  God?  Have  we  forgotten 
Him?  I  believe  spiritual  discipline 
is  necessary — now. 

The  Women's  Missionary  Society 
is  a  strong  arm  of  The  Brethren 
Church.  When  we  are  spiritually 
weak,  the  arm  doesn't  give  neces- 
sary support  to  the  body. 

Financially  we  do  better:  85  so- 
cieties paid  dues;  73  societies  gave 
project  and  thank  offerings.  Our 
weakness  is  something  that 
doesn't  cost  money!  I  hope  next 
year's  report  will  indicate  an  in- 
crease in  personal  devotions. 

For  being  a  model  of  Christ's 
love,  Commitment  No.  10,  71  socie- 
ties responded.  We  don't  need  to 
preach  a  sermon  or  even  pass  out 
tracts,  but  we  may  need  to  leave 
our  comfort  zone.  Perhaps  we  need 
only  to  smile,  share  a  cup  of  coffee 
or  tea,  rake  the  leaves  or  shovel 
the  snow,  or  take  a  walk  through 
the  neighborhood  and  chat.  Let 
your  morning  prayer  include  this 
phrase,  "Show  me,  Lord,  how  I  can 
help  You  today." 

Be  sure  to  observe  a  Holy  Day  on 
December  25.  Christ's  birthday  is 
not  a  holiday. 

Your  friend. 

ts  Joan 

Women's  Outlook  Newsletter 


make  all  the  correct  confessions — 
but  if  we  do  not  know  God  as  our 
Father  and  sincerely  seek  to  do  His 
will  in  our  daily  lives,  we  have  missed 
the  message  of  Jesus  and  have  no 
claim  on  His  promise  of  salvation. 
Virtual  Christianity  is  only  a  mi- 
rage, and  a  mirage  gives  only  false 
hope  and  frustration. 

In  Matthew  7:21  Jesus  warned 
about  Virtual  Christianity.  He  said, 
"You  call  me  Lord,  Lord.  You  may 
even  do  miracles  in  my  name,  but  if 
you  do  not  do  my  Father's  will,  I 
never  knew  you.  Get  away  from  me 
you  evil  people."  Not  everything  done 
in  the  name  of  Christianity  is  pleas- 
ing to  God.  If  we  base  our  lives  on 
the  superficial  religious  principles 
of  Virtual  Christianity,  we  are  not 
only  lost,  we  are  deceived  as  well. 
We  are  worse  off  than  the  heathen, 
who  know  they  are  lost. 

Jesus'  message  was  "Repent!  The 
Kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand."  God  is 
present  in  His  creation  in  a  real  and 
tangible  way,  and  He  cares  about 
what  we  do.  Jesus  taught  that  God 
is  our  loving  Father  and  that  He 
will  guide  our  lives  if  we  submit 
voluntarily  to  Him.  We  can  invite 
God  into  our  lives  and  He  will  be 
our  closest  companion  in  a  real  and 
lasting  friendship. 

A  powerful  way 

The  way  of  Jesus  is  not  easy,  but 
it  is  powerful.  It  can  change  our 
lives  and  it  can  change  the  world.  It 
has  little  to  do  with  religious  forms 
and  nothing  to  do  with  false  reality. 
The  way  of  Jesus  is  about  turning 
from  our  sins  in  all  sincerity  and 
loving  God  with  all  our  hearts.  Jesus 
modeled  the  way  of  love,  and  His 
life,  death,  and  resurrection  all  con- 
firm both  the  cost  and  power  of  that 
way.  The  way  of  love  is  not  easy, 
but  it  leads  to  salvation. 

As  you  can  see,  it  is  vitally  impor- 
tant to  be  able  to  distinguish  be- 
tween real  and  Virtual  Christian- 
ity. We  need  to  study  the  scriptures 
and  apply  them  to  our  daily  lives  in 
the  real  world  where  we  live.  We 
need  to  seek  to  be  genuine  and 
sincere  in  our  relationships  with 
others,  examining  our  motives  and 
evaluating  our  desires. 

But  most  of  all,  we  need  to  culti- 
vate a  deep,  personal  relationship 
with  God  our  Father.  We  can  best 


protect  ourselves  from  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  virtual  world  by  main- 
taining intimate  contact  with  the 
Ultimate  Reality  through  our  devo- 
tion and  prayer. 

The  way  of  Jesus  is 
not  easy,  but  it  is 
powerful.  It  can 
change  our  lives 

and  it  can  change 
the  world. 


In  late  August  and  early  Septem- 
ber, two  well-known  women  died. 
Time  magazine  called  them  the  two 
most  recognizable  women  in  the 
world.  Both  women  had  made  sig- 
nificant contributions  to  charity. 
But  the  two  women  were  very  dif- 
ferent. I  think  they  represent  the 
two  "Christianities." 

One  of  these  women  lived  in  the 
glamorous  world  that  invented  Vir- 
tual Reality.  The  other  lived  in  the 
real  world  that  Virtual  Reality  tries 
to  veil.  One  woman  contributed  to 
charity  from  a  position  of  wealth 
and  power.  The  other  served  out  of 
the  gutter.  The  work  of  both  women 


helped  to  relieve  the  pain  and  suf- 
fering in  this  hurting  world. 

In  the  New  Testament  James  tells 
us,  "What  God  the  Father  considers 
to  be  pure  and  genuine  religion  is 
this:  to  take  care  of  orphans  and 
widows  in  their  suffering  and  to 
keep  oneself  from  being  corrupted 
by  the  world"  (Jam.  1:27,  tev).  Two 
characteristics  of  true  religion.  Both 
of  these  women  were  concerned  about 
the  first.  Only  one  of  them  accom- 
plished the  second.  As  essayist  Roger 
Rosenblatt  put  it,  "Princess  Di  will 
be  accorded  a  civic  sainthood,  but 
Mother  Teresa  will  deservedly  be 
recognized  as  the  real  article." 

What  made  the  difference? 

Two  women  doing  the  Christian 
work  of  charity.  What  made  the  dif- 
ference? I  think  it  was  their  moti- 
vation. Lady  Diana  loved  and  cared 
about  people,  but  Mother  Teresa 
loved  and  served  God. 

Friends,  there  are  two  "Chris- 
tianities" in  the  world  today.  Be 
sure  you  chose  the  one  that  is  real. 
The  one  that  has  power.  The  one 
that  saves.  [ft] 

The  article  was  originally  presented 
as  a  sermon  and  was  shortened  and 
edited  for  publication. 
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Eric  Bargerhuff  installed 
as  pastor  at  Milledgeville 

Milledgeville,  111.  —  Rev.  Eric 
Bargerhuff  was  installed  Sunday, 
October  12,  as  pastor  of  the  Mill- 
edgeville Brethren  Church. 

Rev.  Bargerhuff  began  serving  the 
Milledgeville  Church  as  interim,  pas- 
tor this  past  summer,  following  the 
death  of  former  pastor  Rev.  Kenneth 
Sullivan.  In  August,  the  congrega- 
tion extended  him  a  call  to  become 
senior  pastor. 

Bargerhuff  is  from  Mexico,  Ind., 
where  he  grew  up  in  the  Mexico 
First  Brethren  Church.  He  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Ashland  University  (B.A., 
1993)  and  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary (M.  Div.,  1996).  While  in  Ash- 
land he  served  for  nearly  three 
years  as  associate  pastor  of  the 
University  Church. 

He  was  ordained  an  elder  in  The 
Brethren  Church  on  May  26,  1996. 
He  and  his  wife  Gina  have  been 
married  a  little  over  a  year. 

Rev.  Robert  Schubert,  associate 
pastor  of  the  Lanark  First  Breth- 
ren Church  and  District  Evangelist 
for  the  Central  District,  assisted  with 
the  installation  service.  The  service 
was  followed  by  a  carry-in  dinner  in 
the  church  fellowship  hall.  [1>] 


Roy  Andrews  becomes  Brethren  elder 
in  September  14  service  at  Nappanee 


Rev.  Eric  and  Gina  Bargerhuff  with  Rev. 
8 


INappanee,  Ind.  — 

Roy  A.  Andrews 
was  ordained  an 
elder  in  The  Breth- 
ren Church  and  his 
wife  Mesu  was  con- 
secrated as  the 
wife  of  an  elder  in  a 
service  held  Sun- 
day afternoon,  Sep- 
tember 14,  at  the 
Nappanee  First 
Brethren  Church, 
where  Rev.  Andrews 
serves  as  associate 
pastor. 

Rev.  Dan  Law- 
son,  pastor  of  the 
Jefferson  Brethren 
Church  and  Roy's 
former  pastor  at 
the  Oakville,  Ind., 
First  Brethren 
Church,  presented 
the  ordination  mes- 
sage during  the 
service.  Other 

Brethren  elders  participating  in 
the  service  were  Rev.  David  Cook- 
sey,  Rev.  Gene  Eckerley,  and  Rev. 
Ken  Hunn,  senior  pastor  of  the 
Nappanee  Church.  Glenn  Black, 
youth  pastor  at  the  church;  Richard 
Pede,  moderator;  and  Dale  Som- 
mers,  chair  of  the  Deacon  Ministry 
also  took  part  in  the  service.  Spe- 
cial music  included  an  anthem  by 
the  choir  and  solos  by  Jim  Shaw 
and  Mike  Kirk. 

Born  January  5, 
1964,  in  Greenfield, 
Ind.,  Andrews  at- 
tended Eastern  Han- 
cock High  School  in 
nearby  Charlottes- 
ville. He  studied  at 
LeTourneau  College 
in  Longview,  Tex., 
and  then  at  Ball 
State  University  in 
Muncie,  Ind.,  where 
he  received  a  B.S.  de- 
gree in  secondary 
education  in  1986. 

He   taught  school 
and  coached  a  variety 
Robert  Schubert.       of  sports   at  Eastern 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Andrews 
and  daughters  Katrina  (I.)  and  Emily. 

Hancock  High  School  and  at  Cowan 
High  School  in  Muncie.  While 
teaching  at  Cowan,  he  became  ac- 
tive in  the  Oakville  First  Brethren 
Church,  where,  over  time,  he 
served  in  various  positions — high 
school  youth  group  advisor,  assis- 
tant Sunday  school  superinten- 
dent, and  lay  administrative  assis- 
tant to  the  pastor. 

Sensing  a  call  to  Christian  minis- 
try, he  entered  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  in  1991,  graduating  in 
1993  with  a  Master  of  Arts  degree 
in  Church  Administration.  In  June 
of  1993  he  assumed  the  position  of 
associate  pastor  at  the  Nappanee 
First  Brethren  Church.  In  this  posi- 
tion he  has  responsibilities  in  ad- 
ministration, Christian  education, 
pastoral  ministry,  and  youth. 

Roy  and  Mesu  (Maralasu  Cooley) 
were  married  June  30,  1984.  Like 
her  husband,  Mesu  was  born  in 
Greenfield,  Ind.,  and  attended  the 
same  high  school  as  Roy.  She  has 
an  associates  degree  in  business 
from  Indiana  University.  The  cou- 
ple have  two  children  Katrina  (12) 
and  Emily  (10).  [tf] 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Cornerstone  Brethren  Church  and  Ministries 
dedicates  new  multipurpose  church  facility 


Muncie,  Ind.  —  Members  of  Cor- 
nerstone Brethren  Church  and 
Ministries  had  a  great  day  of  cele- 
bration Sunday,  October  5,  as  they 
dedicated  their  new  church  facility 
to  the  Lord.  The  dedication  service 
was  also  a  celebration  of  the  sec- 
ond anniversary  of  the  congrega- 
tion, which  held  its  first  meeting 
just  two  years  earlier,  on  October  1, 
1995,  in  the  gymnasium  of  Cowan 
Elementary  School. 

The  new  11,500-square-foot  build- 
ing of  the  Cornerstone  Church  is 
designed  to  serve  many  purposes. 
The  main  area  of  the  building  is  an 
auditorium,  which  the  congrega- 
tion uses  as  a  worship  center  on 
Sunday  morning  and  which  can  be 
converted  into  a  recreation  area  for 
basketball  and  volleyball  during 
the  week.  It  combines  beauty  for 
worship  and  practicality  for  fellow- 
ship. The  chancel  area  or  stage  has 
removable  choir  risers,  a  pull-out 
extension  for  morning  worship, 
theater  lighting,  a  state-of-the-art 
sound  system,  and  a  motorized  pro- 
jection screen. 

The  building  is  entered  through  a 
spacious  foyer,  which  has  adjoining 
restrooms  and  nursery  facilities  for 
both  infants  and  toddlers.  On  each 
side  of  the  main  auditorium  are  over- 
flow rooms  with  movable  walls,  each 
of  which  can  be  converted  into  two 
classrooms.  There  are  also  three  per- 
manent classrooms.  Other  rooms  in 
the  building  include  a  pastor's 
study,  library,  kitchen,  secretary's 
office,  workroom,  two  dressing 
rooms  for  baptisms,  a  prayer  room, 
and  a  large  choir  and  bell  room. 

When  ground  was  broken  for  this 
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building  on  Easter  Sunday  1996,  the 
Cornerstone  Brethren  had  hopes  of 
being  into  it  by  Christmas.  But  due 
to  a  variety  of  delays  (rainy  spring, 
waiting  three  months  for  state  ap- 
proval of  the  septic  system,  difficul- 
ty in  scheduling  contractors,  snow 
storms,  etc.),  the  first  service  in  the 
new  building  was  not  held  until  Au- 
gust 17,  1997!  The  congregation  was 
so  excited  about  finally  getting  into 
the  building  that  they  met  at  the 
Cowan  School  parking  lot  and  were 
led  by  a  fire  truck — with  siren  wail- 
ing— to  the  new  location. 

The  day  of  dedication  began  with 
an  uplifting  morning  worship  serv- 
ice and  discipleship  hour,  followed 
by  a  carry-in  dinner.  The  dedica- 
tion service  was  held  at  2:00  p.m., 
with  166  in  attendance.  Dr.  Dan 
Lawson,  former  pastor  of  the 
Oakville  First  Brethren  Church,  out 
of  which   Cornerstone  Brethren 
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Church  and  Ministries  was  born, 
spoke  during  the  service.  His  mes- 
sage, based  on  Ephesians  2:19-22, 
challenged  the  congregation  to  be  a 
cornerstone  between  the  secular 
and  Christian  world. 

Rev.  Bob  Massie,  pastor  of  the 
congregation,  also  spoke.  His  call  to 
commitment  from  Romans  12:1-2 
reminded  the  congregation  that  the 
building  is  just  a  structure.  Only  as 
the  congregation  dedicates  itself  to 
the  Lord's  work  will  the  building 
also  be  used  for  God's  glory. 

The  service  included  introductions 
of  guests  and  contractors,  a  concert 
of  prayer,  recognition  of  the  Build- 
ing Committee,  the  formal  turning 
over  of  the  keys  to  the  trustees,  and 
a  presentation  by  the  youth  to  the 
church  of  volleyball  equipment 
they  had  worked  to  purchase. 

Special  music  was  presented  by 
the  choir,  bell  choir,  a  trio  (Kathy 
Manis,  Nancy  Reese,  Tim  Undem), 
the  Faithful  Men  Quartet  (Haldon 
and  Ed  Ashton,  Ben  Burkle,  Jerry 
Covington),  with  solos  by  Kristy 
Kimball  and  Terry  Yost. 

This  building  is  phase  one  of  a 
project  that  includes  a  sanctuary, 
educational  unit,  and  a  family  life 
center. 

—  reported  by  Roberta  Covington 


A  view  of  the  worship  center,  taken  during  the  dedication  service. 


New  Lebanon  Brethren  enjoy 
fun  and  fellowship  in  Indiana 

New  Lebanon,  Ohio  —  Forty-six 
members  of  The  Brethren  Church 
in  New  Lebanon  enjoyed  a  week- 
end of  fun  and  fellowship  when 
they  traveled  together  by  bus  to 
Shipshewana  and  Goshen,  Indiana. 

On  Saturday  morning,  September 
13,  the  group  boarded  a  bus  and 
headed  for  Shipshewana.  Following 
a  pleasant  trip  punctuated  with  fre- 
quent outbursts  of  laughter,  they  ar- 
rived at  the  Farmstead  Motel  at  noon. 
Many  of  the  group  then  toured  the 
town  and  shopped,  also  observing 
the  many  Amish  and  their  families 
who  live  in  the  community. 

That  afternoon  and  evening,  the 
group  spent  several  hours  visiting 
with  their  former  pastor,  Rev.  Don- 
ald Rowser,  and  his  wife  Charlene, 
as  well  as  with  former  interim  pas- 
tor Dr.  Charles  Munson.  Again  the 
laughter  flowed  freely. 

Sunday,  the  New  Lebanon  Breth- 
ren joined  the  Goshen  Brethren  for 
worship,  after  which  the  Rowsers 
treated  the  visitors  to  lunch  in  the 
church  fellowship  hall.  The  Ohioans 
then  said  good-bye  to  the  Rowsers 
and  "Sir  Charles,"  boarded  the  bus 
and  headed  back  to  New  Lebanon, 
arriving  at  8:00  p.m.,  tired,  but 
richly  blessed  by  the  experience. 

—  reported  by  Don  Rusk 


Floyd  Minor  ordained  a  Brethren  elder 
June  22  at  Ft.  Scott  Brethren  Church 


Ft.  Scott,  Kans.  — 

Pastor  Floyd  Minor 
was  ordained  an 
elder  in  The  Breth- 
ren Church  and 
his  wife  Carole 
was  consecrated  as 
the  wife  of  an  elder 
in  a  service  held 
Sunday  morning, 
June  22,  at  the 
Fort  Scott  Breth- 
ren Church,  where 
Rev.  Minor  serves 
as  pastor.  The 
service  of  ordina- 
tion was  the   con- 


Rev.  Emery  Hurd  (I.)  assists  with  the  ordination  of  Floyd 


cludine-   service   of   Minor  and  the  consecration  of  his  wife  Carole. 


the  Midwest  District  Conference. 

Rev.  David  Cooksey,  Director  of 
Pastoral  Ministries  for  The  Breth- 
ren Church,  delivered  the  ordina- 
tion message.  Other  elders  partici- 
pating in  the  service  included  Rev. 
Reilly  Smith,  Rev.  G.  Emery  Hurd, 
Rev.  Mark  Britton,  Rev.  David 
Powell,  and  Rev.  Bill  Shipman. 

Also  taking  part  in  the  service 
were  Dr.  Emanuel  Sandberg,  at  the 
time  Director  of  Transition  for  The 
Brethren  Church  (now  executive 
director);  Dr.  G.  William  Benz,  presi- 
dent of  Ashland  University;  and 
Wayne  Ogle,  moderator  of  the  Fort 
Scott  Church.  Special  music  was  pre- 
sented by  Marilyn  Minor  (Floyd's 
mother),  Amy  Minor  Wiggans  (his 
sister),  and  Carolyn  Tucker. 

Floyd  E.  Minor  was  born  October 
9,  1963,  the  son  of  Robert  and  Mar- 
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Lebanon  in  front  of  the  Rowsers'  home  in  Goshen. 
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ilyn  Minor  of  Fort  Scott.  He  attended 
school  in  Fort  Scott,  graduating  from 
Fort  Scott  High  School  in  1982. 

He  accepted  Christ  as  his  Savior 
at  the  age  of  eight  and  became  a 
member  of  the  Fort  Scott  Church. 
During  the  years  that  followed  he 
served  as  a  camp  counselor, 
teacher,  and  recreation  director; 
three  years  as  president  of  the  Mid- 
west District  BYC;  two  years  on  the 
national  youth  counsel;  two  terms 
as  a  Summer  Crusader;  and  one 
summer  as  an  Intern.  He  was  also 
youth  minister  for  a  time  at  the 
Dutchtown  (Warsaw,  Ind.)  Breth- 
ren Church. 

He  attended  Fort  Scott  Commu- 
nity College  and  the  Culinary  Insti- 
tute of  America.  He  later  attended 
the  University  of  Kansas  Law  En- 
forcement Training  Center,  gradu- 
ating with  honors  in  1991.  That 
same  year  he  became  certified  as  a 
DARE  officer  and  also  as  an  ad- 
vanced narcotics  investigator.  Since 
1990  he  has  served  on  the  Fort 
Scott  Police  Department. 

In  January  of  1993  he  began 
serving  as  interim  pastor  of  the 
Fort  Scott  Brethren  Church.  In 
June  1993,  he  was  installed  as  pas- 
tor. In  addition  to  his  responsibili- 
ties as  pastor,  he  continues  to  work 
as  a  police  officer. 

Floyd  and  Carole  were  married 
February  26,  1988.  They  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  Angela, 
Brian,  and  Brittani.  [ft] 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Coles  retire  from  pastoral  ministry 
after  51  years  in  the  Lord's  service 


Levittown,  Pa.  —  Rev.  C.  William 
and  Joanne  V.  Cole  retired  from  full- 
time  Christian  ministry  on  August 
31,  after  51  years  in  the  Lord's  work. 

The  last  15  years  were  spent  at 
the  Fairless  Hills -Levittown  Breth- 
ren Church.  Rev.  Cole,  78,  pastored 
this  congregation  at  an  age  when 
many  people  are  retired! 

The  church  had  a  surprise  fare- 
well for  the  Coles  in  July.  Bill  and 
Joanne  thought  they  were  attend- 
ing the  regular  monthly  "birthday 
dinner"  of  the  church,  and  it  wasn't 
until  they  sat  down  to  eat  that  they 
learned  that  this  particular  dinner 
was  in  their  honor.  To  add  to  the 
surprise,  the  Coles'  daughter  and 
her  family  were  present  for  the  event. 
The  congregation  further  showed 
their  appreciation  to  the  Coles  for 
their  ministry  at  the  church  by  pre- 
senting them  a  monetary  gift. 

Bill  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts 
and  Bachelor  of  Theology  degrees 
from  Eastern  Nazarene  College  in 
Quincy,  Mass.,  with  further  studies 
at  Indiana  University  and  Bethel 
and  Huntington  Colleges.  Joanne  is 
a  graduate  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Bible 
College  and  also  of  Booth  Memorial 
Hospital  in  New  York  City  as  a  li- 


Rev.  C.  William  and  Joanne  Cole 

censed  practical  nurse  (LPN).  She 
worked  as  an  LPN  in  hospitals,  nurs- 
ing homes,  and  private  practice. 

When  they  met,  Joanne  was  teach- 
ing vacation  Bible  school  in  Ver- 
mont, where  she  taught  Bible  in 
public  schools  for  three  years.  Bill 
was  driving  a  school  bus.  They  were 
married  September  20,  1946. 

The  Coles  served  Church  of  the 
Nazarene  congregations  in  Sebago, 
Maine,  and  Moncton,  New  Bruns- 
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wick,  Canada.  In  1958,  through  the 
influence  of  Bill's  stepfather,  Rev. 
E.  J.  Black,  a  Brethren  pastor,  they 
joined  The  Brethren  Church.  Over 
the  next  39  years  they  served  the 
Ardmore  First  Brethren  Church  in 
South  Bend,  Ind.;  the  Vinco  Breth- 
ren Church  in  Mineral  Point,  Pa.; 
the  Wabash,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church;  and  the  Fairless  Hills- 
Levittown  Brethren  Church.  The 
Coles  say  that  they  enjoyed  their 
years  in  The  Brethren  Church  and 
thank  God  for  those  years. 

The  Coles  have  two  children,  a 
son,  Stephen,  who  is  also  a  pastor 
(now  serving  the  Newark,  Ohio, 
Brethren  Church);  and  a  daughter, 
Joyce  Cole  Gould,  a  registered  nurse 
who  resides  with  her  family  in 
Lake  Hopatcong,  New  Jersey.  Bill 
and  Joanne  have  three  living  grand- 
children and  one  in  heaven. 

The  Coles  now  live  at  2060  West- 
gate  Drive,  Apt.  G-7,  Bethlehem, 
PA  18017.  Bill  says,  "We  will  not 
vegetate.  We  will  serve  Jesus 
Christ  as  long  as  we  live.  That's  our 
retirement!"  [D1] 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  G.  Bright  Hanna  honored      ^age ^lfre- 
for  their  50  years  in  Christian  ministry    ceived  Jesus 

as  his  Savior. 
Seven  other  boys  accepted  Jesus 


Burlington,  Ind.  —  Rev.  G.  Bright 
and  Luella  Hanna  were  honored 
on  Sunday,  September  14,  by  the 
Burlington  Brethren  Church  for 
their  50  years  of  Christian  service. 

The  festivities  began  in  the  Wel- 
come Class  during  the  Sunday 
school  hour,  when  Bright  was  pre- 
sented a  boutonniere  and  Luella  a 
corsage.  The  class  also  took  a 
group  photograph  and  then  remi- 
nisced with  stories  about  Bright's 
years  growing  up  in  the  church. 

The  reminiscing  continued  in 
the  worship  service.  Several  peo- 
ple, including  his  brother,  Ches- 
ter, told  about  Bright's  early  days 
in  the  church.  Particularly  mov- 
ing was   an  account  of  the  day 


at  the  same  time,  and  all  continue 
to  live  for  the  Lord. 

Rev.  Hanna  gave  a  wonderful  tes- 
timony in  song  during  the  service 
when  he  sang,  "No  One  Ever  Cared 
for  Me  Like  Jesus."  Other  musical 
treasures  included  a  flute  solo  by 
Kathy  Carter;  a  gospel  medley  on 
the  piano  played  by  Tom  Hanna 
(Rev.  Hanna's  nephew);  and  a  vo- 
cal solo  by  Ruth  Johnson.  Rev.  Den- 
nis Sigle,  pastor  of  the  Burlington 
Church,  brought  the  message. 

Rev.  David  Cooksey  presented 
the  Hannas  a  framed  certificate 
from  the  Burlington  Church,  rec- 
ognizing the  couple  for  their  50 
years  in  ministry.  Other  gifts  in- 


cluded Billy  Graham's  autobiogra- 
phy, Just  As  I  Am;  flowers;  and 

(continued  on  next  page) 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  G.  Bright  Hanna  with  cake 
honoring  them  for  50  years  of  ministry. 
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Photos  of  the  Bethlehem  Brethren  Church  building  before  (inset)  and  after  con- 
struction. The  new  educational  unit  extends  from  the  left  side  of  the  building. 

Bethlehem  Brethren  Church  dedicates 
educational  unit  to  the  Lord's  service 


Harrisonburg,  Va.  — Members  of 
the  Bethlehem  Brethren  Church 
had  the  joy  on  Sunday,  July  27,  of 
dedicating  to  the  Lord's  service 
their  new  educational  unit. 

Kathy  Velanzon,  wife  of  Rev.  Pat 
Velanzon,  pastor  of  the  Bethlehem 
congregation,  wrote  this  account  of 
the  new  building. 

SEVERAL  years  ago  we  at  Beth- 
lehem confronted  again  the  need 
for  more  space.  At  least  twice  before 
our  attendance  had  increased  to  the 
point  that  we  felt  an  urgent  need 
for  more  space.  But  we  procrasti- 
nated until  attendance  went  down  and 
the  need  was  no  longer  pressing. 

This  time,  however,  we  articulated 
what  we  needed — "real"  classrooms 
(not  walk-throughs);  a  nursery  away 
from  the  sanctuary,  but  not  in  our 
oft-damp  basement;  and  a  room 
large  enough  to  hold  all  of  us  for  a 


meal  or  Communion.  This  time  we 
also  hired  an  architect  to  interpret 
our  needs  into  a  blueprint. 

We  chose  a  contractor  who  quoted 
a  price  of  $150,000  [the  cost  actu- 
ally came  to  around  $200,000].  The 
congregation  voted  to  save  half  that 
amount  before  proceeding  with  con- 
struction. This  took  four  years.  In 
the  meantime,  we  dealt  with  other 
areas  of  concern  and  conflict  so  that 
the  body  would  be  in  one  accord 
during  the  trying  time  of  building. 

Through  it  all,  finances  were  a 
top  concern.  A  dear  sister,  Maymie 
Bowman,  departed  from  this  world 
to  be  with  Jesus  and  left  the  church 
a  substantial  bequest,  which  helped 
everyone  sleep  better! 

In  October  1996  we  staked  off  the 
36-  by  40-foot  area  for  the  building, 
committed  the  work  to  the  Lord 
(again),  and  had  the  groundbreak- 


(continued  from  page  1 1) 
cards  and  letters  from  pastors  and 
churches  of  the  Indiana  District.  A 
dinner  followed  the  service. 

Rev.  Hanna  entered  full-time 
ministry  in  1947,  when,  he  began 
pastoring  the  Cambria  Brethren 
Church  in  Clinton  County,  Indi- 
ana. Other  congregations  served 
include  the  Oakville,  College  Cor- 


ner, Corinth,  and  Marion  Brethren 
churches,  all  in  Indiana. 

The  Hannas  have  two  children, 
a  daughter,  Mary  Champ,  who  lives 
with  her  family  near  Twelve  Mile, 
Ind.;  and  a  son,  Rev.  Joseph  Hanna, 
who  recently  retired  from  the  Air 
Force  chaplaincy  and  now  pastors  the 
Mulvane,  Kans.,  Brethren  Church. 
—  reported  by  Pastor  Dennis  Sigle 


ing  service.  The  construction  con- 
tinued through  winter  and  spring, 
until  we  were  able  to  have  a  dedica- 
tion service  on  July  27.  This  was  a 
whole  morning  of  worship  and  cele- 
bration, with  Dr.  Brian  Moore,  pas- 
tor of  the  Saint  James,  Md.,  Breth- 
ren Church,  as  the  speaker. 

We  are  still  paying  the  last  of  the 
bills.  And  we're  finding  great  joy  in 
decorating  and  using  our  new 
space.  We  are  also  praying  and 
working  to  fill  it  with  children  and 
families.  In  fact,  on  October  11,  Rev. 
Rickey  Bolden,  pastor  of  Southeast 
Christian  Fellowship  (Brethren 
Church)  of  Washington,  D.C.,  came 
to  present  the  workshop  "Loving 
Your  Neighbor  to  Life,"  to  help  us 
see  the  potential  in  just  the  people 
we  already  know.  [ft] 
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Executive  Director  Emanuel  Sandberq  presents: 


A  Vision  for  the  Future 


One  of  the  major  responsibilities 
of  our  denomination's  Executive 
Director  is  to  give  visionary  leader- 
ship to  The  Brethren  Church.  The 
following  statement  is  an  effort  to 
provide  that  leadership. 

The  original  draft  of  this  state- 
ment was  prepared  by  Dr.  Emanuel 
Sandberg,  who  was  affirmed  as  Ex- 
ecutive Director  at  the  1997  General 
Conference.  He  then  shared  it  with 
National  Office  staff  and  with  the 
two  Ministries  Councils  and  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board  at  their  recent  meet- 
ings. On  the  basis  of  their  input,  the 
statement  was  revised,  and  it  is  now 
presented  to  members  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church  as  a  vision  for  our  future. 

WITHOUT  A  VISION  for  the 
future,  we  will  not  be  able  to 
give  direction  to  our  efforts,  and  we 
will  not  be  able  to  inspire  others  to 
join  us  and  to  want  and  accept 
change.  We  need  to  make  some 
changes.  We  need  to  "grasp  the 
vision"  of  a  new  future — the  way 
things  can  be  in  the  days  ahead. 
We  need  to  "grasp  the  vision"  of 
what  God  wants  to  accomplish 
through  the  Brethren.  "Vision"  is 
not  a  sentimental  look  at  what 
happened  years  ago,  or  a  look 
at  what  is  happening  today — 
but  instead  a  view  of  our  pre- 
ferred future. 

At  the  1997  General  Conference 
corporate  prayer  session,  Rev.  Tom 
Sprowls  invited  session  partici- 
pants to  write  on  a  flip  chart  what 
God  was  putting  into  their  hearts 
for  the  future  of  The  Brethren 
Church.  We  have  prayerfully  stud- 
ied those  comments  and  solicited 
observations  from  dozens  of  other 


Brethren  regarding  the  direction  of 
our  church. 

With  this  input  and  after  prayer- 
ful thought,  we  have  created  a  Vision 
Path  to  The  Brethren  Church's  fu- 
ture which  challenges  our  conven- 
tional performance,  and  stretches 
us  beyond  where  we  have  been  to 
become  what  we  can  be.  We  believe 
this  vision  of  the  future  is  not  only 
attainable,  but  that  our  people  and 
churches  have  the  time,  talent,  en- 
ergy and  resources  to  achieve  the 
stated  goals. 

The  Vision  Path  outlined  below  is 
fully  consistent  with  The  Mission 
Statement  for  The  Brethren 
Church  defined  by  the  General 
Conference  Executive  Council 
(1988-89)  and  the  Priorities  for  the 
Nineties  adopted  by  the  1992  Gen- 
eral Conference. 

We  see  The  Brethren  Church  as 
a  body  of  believers  who  are  re- 
newed, alive  and  energized,  as: 

I.  A  church  which  has  rediscov- 
ered its  purpose  and  a  member- 
ship which  is  filled  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  rededicated  to  the  call- 
ing and  mission  we  have  had  for 
2000  years.  (We  were  called  by 
Jesus  in  His  Great  Commandment: 
"Love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all 
your  heart  and  with  all  your  soul 
and  with  all  your  mind.  .  .  .  Love 
your  neighbor  as  yourself"  Matt. 
22:37-39,  niv).  (Our  mission,  as 
stated  by  Jesus  in  His  Great  Com- 
mission to  us:  "Therefore  go  and 
make  disciples  of  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  teaching  them  to 
obey  everything  I  have  com- 


manded you.  And  surely  I  will  be 
with  you  always,  to  the  very  end 
of  the  age"  Matt.  28:19-20,  niv). 

II.  A  church  whose  members  are 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  growing 
in  their  relationship  to  Jesus 
Christ,  and  who  have  developed 
a  passionate  desire  to  serve  God 
and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

III.  A  church  growing  in  spiritual 
health,  membership  and  worship 
attendance. 

IV.  A  dynamic  multinational,  multi- 
ethnic, multiracial  church. 

V.  A  church  with  an  explosion  of 
young  people,  developing  excit- 
ing, challenging  new  programs  to 
equip  Brethren  youth  for  leader- 
ship and  service  in  the  church 
and  in  the  world. 

VI.  A  church  developing  new,  afford- 
able, and  regionally  available 
educational  support  systems  for 
Brethren  pastors  and  lay  leaders. 

VII.  A  church  developing  new  service 
and  leadership  opportunities  for 
men  and  women  in  the  mainstream 
of  Brethren  Church  ministries. 

We  are  change  agents!  For  the 

Brethren  to  preserve  our  values 

over  time,  we  must  be  continuously 

(continued  on  page  5) 
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SNAPSHOTS 

By 
Michelle  Rhude 


I  WORK  in  the  Research  and 
Development  department  of  a 
medium-sized  manufacturing 
company.  During  the  past  year 
we  have  "launched"  an  average  of 
more  than  two  new  products  per 
day.  We  thought  we  were  busy 
last  year,  when  our  average  daily 
launch  number  was  just  over 
one.  But  this  year  we  doubled 
that  number,  did  a  better  job, 
and  did  so  with  a  smaller  staff. 

Needless  to  say,  it  has  been  a 
very  busy  place  this  past  year. 
For  a  project-oriented  person 
(read  that  "deadline  junkie")  like 
me,  it's  been  a  challenging  place 
in  which  to  work  recently. 

For  the  past  three  years  I've 
worked  alongside  a  very  close 
friend.  About  this  time  last  year, 

"My  friend's  life  is  being 
visibly  transformed  by 
her  infant.  I  pray  that 
in  the  coming  year,  your 
life  will  be  continually 
and  obviously  trans- 
formed as  well." 

she  surprised  us  with  the  news 
that  she  was  pregnant.  As  the 
new  year  started  and  we  began  to 


see  the  workload  shape  up,  I 
started  to  feel  very  nervous  about 
being  abandoned.  She  didn't  plan 
to  continue  working  after  having 
the  baby. 

Throughout  the  spring,  we 
looked  for  her  replacement,  and 
when  the  busiest  times  began,  a 
new  person  joined  our  team.  Near 
the  end  of  June,  we  began  to 
pump  work  through  the  depart- 
ment like  never  before.  In  the  re- 
maining few  months  of  my 
friend's  pregnancy,  while  there 
were  three  of  us  doing  our  part 
of  the  process,  we  lived  on 
adrenalin. 

Major  adjustments 

Then  the  baby  was  born.  While 
my  friend's  departure  has  meant 
an  adjustment  for  the  rest  of  us 
at  work,  the  real  adjustment  has 
come  in  her  life.  From  a  crazy 
work  pace  to  an  infant's  schedule. 
From  an  active  social  environ- 
ment to  a  home-based  lifestyle. 
From  responding  to  deadlines 
and  project  needs  to  answering 
the  needs  and  demands  of  a  child. 
It's  a  different  pace,  a  different 
environment,  a  different  struc- 
ture, and  a  very  different  focus. 
Her  life  is  now  structured  around 
and  focused  on  her  baby. 

During  this  season  of  the  year 


we  celebrate  Christ's  entrance 
into  the  world.  He  also  came  as 
an  infant,  and  He  desires  to 
change  all  of  our  lives  as  dramati- 
cally as  my  friend's  life  has  been 
changed.  Is  your  life  structured 
around  His  desires?  Is  your  life- 
style centered  around  Him?  I 
don't  mean  centered  around 
social,  church-related  activities.  I 
mean  is  it  centered  around  Him, 
His  needs,  His  demands,  and  His 
pace.  As  you  look  forward  into  the 
new  year,  are  there  adjustments 
you  need  to  make? 

And  we,  who  with  unveiled 
faces  all  reflect  the  Lord's  glory, 
are  being  transformed  into  his 
likeness  with  ever-increasing 
glory,  which  comes  from  the 
Lord,  who  is  the  Spirit. 

2  Corinthians  3:18,  NIV 

My  friend's  life  is  being  visibly 
transformed  by  her  infant.  I  pray 
that  in  the  coming  year,  your  life 
will  be  continually  and  obviously 
transformed  as  well.  Merry 
Christmas!  [ft] 

"Snapshots"  is  a  monthly  column 
that  seeks  to  illuminate  our  relation- 
ship with  God  by  focusing  on  some  of 
the  everyday  experiences  of  life.  Mrs. 
Rhude  is  a 
member  of 
the  Jeffer- 
son Breth- 
ren Church 
of  Goshen, 
Ind~,  and 
takes  an  ac- 
tive part  in 
the  life  and 
ministry  of 
that  congre- 
gation. 
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WELL,  POMTIOS, 
WHAT  DO  -, 
yoo  THINK? 


DO  VOO  KEAL12E  THAT  2-0 
MILLION  PEOPLE  DIED  OP 
H0N&ER7HIS  PAST  YEAR r. 

THAT'S  200 TIKES  rAORE 
TKrVNTUE  NONDROP 
NEEDLES  OH  -HMS  TttEE . 


PROPHETS  A*L  NOT 
APPRECIATED  IN  THEIR  OWN 
LAMP-  MOtt  DOUING-TUE 
HOLIDAY  SEASON. 
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Just  Part  of  the  Decorations? 

By  Bryan  Karchner 


A  WORD  that  has  become  almost 
synonymous  with  Christmas  is 
decorations.  Think  about  all  the 
decorations  that  fill  your  home  at 
this  time  of  year.  Perhaps  many  of 
them  are  similar  to  the  ones  that 
we  have  in  our  church  building — 
wreathes,  poinsettias,  garlands, 
bows,  and  a  Christmas  tree. 

What  is  the  most  prominent  deco- 
ration in  your  home?  For  many,  I'm 
sure,  it's  the  Christmas  tree.  But 
what  is  truly  the  most  important 
Christmas  decoration?  For  people 
of  faith,  I  believe  it  should  be  the 
manger  scene. 

I'm  sure  that  you  have  heard  the 
Christmas  story  hundreds  of  times. 
But  there  are  two  things  about  that 
story  about  which  I'd  like  you  to 
ponder. 

The  first  is  the  miracle  of  the 
birth  of  the  Christ-child.  In  order  to 
truly  celebrate  Christmas,  we  must 
acknowledge  that  His  birth  took 
place  and  that  this  is  truly  the  real 
meaning  of  Christmas. 

But  it's  not  enough  just  to  accept 
that  the  birth  of  Christ  is  the  real 


meaning  of  Christmas.  We  must, 
second,  accept  the  Child — not  as  a 
child,  but  as  our  Lord. 
The  wise  men  were  searching  for 


a  newborn  King — and  they  found 
Him.  They  humbled  themselves  and 
gave  Jesus  their  very  best.  We,  also, 
are  searching — searching  for  some- 
thing to  fill  the  void  or  emptiness  in 
our  lives.  And  we  are  searching  for 
answers  to  "the  big  three"  questions 
in  life:  Who  am  I?  Why  am  I  here? 
What  is  my  purpose  in  life? 

Decorations  are  beautiful,  but  they 
can  also  be  distracting.  Just  as  life 
is  often  distracting.  We  can  only 
answer  these  questions  as  we  learn 
to  put  away  the  distractions  of  life 
and  accept  Jesus  as  our  Lord. 

The  story  of  Christmas  is  about  a 
Baby  who  was  born  for  you  and  me. 
We  must  acknowledge  the  Child  and 
then  accept  that  Child  as  our  Lord! 

When  a  newborn  baby  comes  into 
a  household,  it  becomes  the  center 
of  attention.  It  demands  our  focus, 
our  time,  our  energy.  Life  no  longer 
revolves  around  us  and  our  wants, 
pleasures,  and  desires.  It  revolves 
around  the  baby. 

So  it  is  with  this  Baby  born  2,000 
years  ago.  He  demands  our  attention 
— our  full,  undivided,  entire,  abso- 
lute, total  attention.  That's  Lord- 
ship! That's  Christmas! 

Is  Jesus  your  Lord?  Does  He  re- 
ceive your  time,  your  attention,  and 
your  love?  Or  is  He  just  part  of  the 
decorations?  [t] 

—  Rev.  Karchner  is  pastor  of  the 
Berlin,  Pa.,  Brethren  Church. 
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What  the  National  Office  can  do 
to  help  The  Brethren  Church  grow 

Fourth  report  on 
The  Brethren  Church  National  Survey 

By  Emanuel  Sandberg 


THIS  IS  THE  FOURTH  and  final 
report  on  The  Brethren  Church 
National  Survey,  which  was  taken 
in  early  1997.  The  survey  was  de- 
signed to  provide  self-assessed  "in- 
sights into  how  we  perceive  our 
church." 

The  first  report  on  the  survey  con- 
sidered possible  obstacles  to  church 
growth  (see  the  April  issue  of  the 
Evangelist,  pp.  4-6).  The  second  con- 
sidered how  local  churches  define 
and  communicate  their  church  goals 
and  strategic  plans  (October  issue, 
p.  3).  And  the  third  considered  the 
greatest  strengths  and  needs  of 
local  congregations  as  perceived  by 
survey  respondents  (November  is- 
sue, pp.  1  &  3). 

This  report  will  consider  what 
survey  respondents  think  the  Na- 
tional Office  can  do  to  help  meet 
local  church  needs  and  to  help  over- 


come common  obstacles  to  Breth- 
ren Church  growth. 

A  total  of  172  people  (60  pastors 
and  112  lay  leaders)  suggested  ac- 
tions that  National  Office  person- 
nel could  take  to  help  local  churches. 
Almost  40  percent  of  all  respondents 
suggested  "Better  Communications'' 
as  the  number-one  way  in  which 
the  National  Office  could  provide 
that  help.  This  was  a  category  of 
responses  that  included  visitation, 
contacts,  follow-up,  and  networking. 

The  top  ten 

Table  1  (below)  summarizes  what 
survey  respondents  consider  to  be 
the  top  ten  things  National  Office 
personnel  could  do  to  help  the  local 
churches.  Note  that  in  order  to  sum- 
marize the  answers  received  in  the 
survey,  similar  recommendations 
were  grouped  together  in  categories. 


What  the  National  Office  Can  Do 

Category 

%  Pastors 

%  Total  Grp 

Focus  of  Suggestion 

1 

36.7 

39.5 

Better  Communication:  Visitation,  Contact, 
Follow-Up,  Networking 

2 

25.0 

23.8 

Encourage  Spiritual  Health:  Prayer,  Biblical 
Priorities,  Spirituality 

3 

26.7 

22.1 

Promote  Great  Commission:  Missions,  Evangel- 
ism, Growth,  Outreach 

4 

25.0 

17.4 

Motivate:  Inspire,  Encourage,  Advocate,  Challenge, 
Take  Stand 

5 

20.0 

16.9 

Change:  Attitude,  Focus,  Approach,  Organization 

6 

23.3 

15.7 

Equip:  Train,  Mentor,  Empower,  Teach,  Pro- 
mote Learning 

7 

16.7 

14.5 

Help  Pastors:  Retain  Pastors,  Help  Pastoral 
Families 

8 

16.7 

14.0 

Vision:  Promote  Vision,  Direction,  Priorities, 
Identity  as  Brethren 

9 

10.0 

13.4 

Materials:  Tools,  Idea  Materials 

10 

6.7 

10.5 

Resource  Personnel:  Find/Provide  Special  Per- 
sonnel, Better  Leaders 

For  example,  all  responses  that 
related  to  "Encouraging  Spiritual 
Health"  (responses  such  as  "Prayer," 
"Biblical  Priorities,"  and  "Spiritual- 
ity") were  included  in  one  category. 
The  individual  responses  that  were 
judged  to  fit  into  each  category 
were  then  counted  and  the  percent- 
age of  respondents  who  indicated 
that  particular  category  were  calcu- 
lated. These  percentages  were  first 
calculated  for  the  group  as  a  whole, 
and  then,  as  a  subset,  for  the  60 
pastors  who  completed  this  part  of 
the  survey. 

In  some  categories  (see,  for  exam- 
ple, "Promote  the  Great  Commis- 
sion," "Motivate,"  and  "Equip")  the 
pastors  indicated  by  their  re- 
sponses that  they  considered  this 
kind  of  action  by  National  Office 
personnel  significantly  more  impor- 
tant than  the  total  group  considered 
it  to  be.  Note,  also,  that  the  group 
as  a  whole  gave  greater  importance 
to  "Resource  Personnel"  (find/pro- 
vide special  personnel,  better  lead- 
ers) than  the  pastors  did. 

Survey  summary 

The  survey  was  designed  to  pro- 
vide a  broad-based  self-assessment 
of  where  we,  as  members  of  The 
Brethren  Church,  see  our  church  at 
this  time  (1997).  The  survey  pro- 
vides an  assessment  of  obstacles  to 
the  growth  of  The  Brethren  Church, 
an  outline  of  the  strengths  and 
needs  of  our  local  churches,  and 
recommended  action  by  the  National 
Office  staff  to  help  The  Brethren 
Church  grow.  The  survey  has,  in 
reality,  given  us  a  starting  point 
from  which  we  can  move  to  our  de- 
sired future. 

Under  the  leadership  and  policy 
direction  of  The  Brethren  Church 


Note:  The  Brethren  Church  Na- 
tional Survey  was  a  project  devel- 
oped in  cooperation  with  members 
of  the  Congregational  and  Mission- 
ary Ministries  Councils  and  staff  of 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 
Many  people  provided  valuable  in- 
put, but  the  contributions  of  Doug 
Little  on  survey  design  and  analy- 
sis, and  of  Brenda  Colijn  and  Ron 
Waters  on  survey  design  and  ad- 
ministration were  particularly  note- 
worthy, as  was  the  work  of  Dick 
Winfield  of  the  National  Office  staff 
in  editing  the  survey  reports. 
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Executive  Board  and  the  Congrega- 
tional and  Missionary  Ministries 
Councils,  "A  Vision  for  the  Future" 
has  been  developed  and  adopted  as 
a  guide  for  future  church  planning 
and  action  (see  page  1  of  this  issue 
of  the  Evangelist).  With  this  Vi- 
sion Statement  as  a  path  to  the 
future,  and  working  closely  with 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  staff, 
the  members  of  the  Ministries 
Councils,  local  Brethren  Church 
leaders,  and  Brethren  Youth  lead- 
ers, a  plan  has  been  developed  to 
help  our  church  become  a  body  of 
believers  who  are  renewed,  alive, 
and  energized;  a  body  of  believers 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  continu- 
ally rediscovering  our  purpose  in 
the  Great  Commandments  of  God 
and  enthusiastically  engaged  in  the 
Great  Commission  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

This  plan,  which  will  be  dis- 
cussed in  future  issues  of  the  EVAN- 
GELIST, includes  a  new  mentoring 
program  for  pastors  and  lay  leaders 
of  local  churches;  district  training 
for  church  leaders;  a  variety  of  re- 
gional workshops;  National  Office 
staff  visits  to  local  churches;  a 
church-wide  emphasis  on  youth 
programs  and  youth  ministries;  and 
improved  communication  between 
the  National  Office  and  district 
leaders  and  local  churches. 

Our  prayer  is  that  1998  will  be  re- 
membered as  the  year  when  Renewal 
started  in  The  Brethren  Church  and 
in  each  of  us  as  Brethren.  [ft] 

Dr.  Sandberg  is  Executive  Director  of 
The  Brethren  Church. 


The  first  Christmas  Tree 

By  Bill  Yoder 

The  angels  announced  on  that  first  Christmas  night, 

"Behold,  a  Savior  has  been  born  unto  thee." 

What  wonderful  news  to  fallen  mankind, 

As  Christ  came  to  die  on  that  first  Christmas  tree! 

As  He  walked  in  the  flesh  among  those  He  came  to  save, 
He  healed  the  lame  and  made  the  blind  to  see; 

But  His  greatest  work  was  yet  to  be  done, 
As  He  walked  towards  that  first  Christmas  tree. 

Jesus  boldly  proclaimed,  "If  you  believe  in  the  Truth, 

The  Truth  will  surely  set  you  free." 

Then  He  carried  on  His  back  to  the  top  of  the  hill, 

The  Cross,  the  first  Christmas  tree. 

He  says,  "Now  tell  all  lost  in  darkness  how  to  find  My  great  light, 

So  that  after  they  die,  they'll  forever  be  with  Me; 

Tell  them  it's  only  made  possible  by  My  loving  death, 

On  the  Cross,  the  first  Christmas  tree." 

Jesus  did  promise  us,  "One  day  I'll  come  back, 

So  that  where  I  am,  you  also  may  be." 

And  now  as  we  wait  for  the  blessed  return  of  our  Lord, 

Let's  praise  our  God  for  giving  us  that  first  Christmas  tree. 

Rev.  Yoder  is  pastor  of  the  Valley  Brethren  Church, 
Jones  Mills,  Pennsylvania. 


A  Vision  for  the  Future 

(continued  from  page  1) 
involved  in  renewal  and  change. 
If  we  seek  to  preserve  our  values 
by  building  walls  of  opposition  to 
change  (for  example,  emphasizing 
the  protection  of  tradition  rather 
than  the  basic  purposes  for  which 
we  were  created),  we  may  lose 
everything! 

All  of  the  above  is  not  only  pos- 
sible but  attainable  through  our 
obedient  efforts,  and  with  the 
help  of  God.  This  vision  will  give 
direction  to  our  members, 
churches,  districts,  and  denomi- 
nation that  will  not  only  point  us 


in  the  right  direction,  but  also  in- 
spire us  to  attain  higher  purposes. 
It  will  challenge  convention  and 
stretch  The  Brethren  Church  to 
move  beyond  what  we  have  been 
to  what  we  can  be. 

If  this  vision  statement  is  to 
serve  our  denomination,  each  con- 
gregation must  affirm  the  direc- 
tion and  adapt  the  statement  as  a 
first  step  in  the  congregational 
planning  process,  amending  the 
words  as  appropriate  to  fit  local 
core  values  and  to  encompass 
what  God  is  calling  the  local 
church  to  do.  When  that  is  accom- 
plished, our  national  church,  our 


districts,  and  our  local  churches 
will  not  only  be  headed  in  the 
same  direction,  but  will  be  in- 
spired in  a  commanding  way  as 
Brethren  to  spend  our  time,  tal- 
ent, energy  and  resources  to 
achieve  our  vision  for  our  future 
in  the  Body  of  Christ. 

All  of  us  must  pray  that  our  Vi- 
sion Path  to  the  Future  is  accept- 
able and  pleasing  to  our  Father  in 
heaven  and  to  His  Son,  Jesus 
Christ.  The  Brethren  are  headed 
for  a  glorious  future,  and  by 
grasping  the  vision  we  can  ac- 
complish what  God  wants  to  ac- 
complish through  our  efforts!     [ft] 
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Brethren  Impact  Church  Planting 

A  new  approach  to  starting  Brethren  churches 


BRETHREN  IMPACT  CHURCH 
PLANTING  is  a  new  approach 
to  starting  Brethren  churches.  It  is 
the  result  of  our  partnership  with 
Dynamic  Church  Planting  Interna- 
tional (D.C.P.I.).  Rev.  Paul  Becker 
from  D. C.P.I,  worked  very  closely 
with  Rev.  Reilly  Smith,  Director  of 
Missionary  Ministries  for  The 
Brethren  Church,  to  diagnose  the 
state  of  Brethren  church  planting, 
suggest  a  new  approach,  and  de- 
velop a  five-year  plan.  Rev.  Becker 
continues  to  help  with  the  imple- 
mentation of  the  plan. 

Brethren  Impact  Churches  are 
those  new  Brethren  congregations 
started  under  this  partnership.  This 
new  approach  includes  recruiting, 
assessing,  and  training  candidates; 
raising  pastoral  and  program  sup- 
port funds;  building  a  core  group; 
and  launching  the  new  church. 

Recruiting,  assessing,  and 
training  candidates 

Basic  to  church  planting  is  the 
recruitment  of  church  planters — 
those  who  are  on  the  front  lines  of 
starting  a  new  church.  And  basic  to 
the  recruitment  of  church  planters 
for  Brethren  Impact  Churches  is 
assessment  and  training.  Any  cou- 
ple considering  or  being  considered 
for  service  as  church  planters  must 
first  go  through  this  week-long 
process.*  This  week  of  assessment 
and  training  is  designed  to  maxi- 
mize opportunities  for  success  by 
helping  prospective  church  plant- 
ing couples  understand  themselves 
— their  strengths,  challenges,  and 
gifts  for  ministry — as  well  as  the 
process  of  developing  a  successful 
church  plant. 

The  assessment  helps  a  couple  de- 

*Dynamic  Church  Planting  International 
conducts  assessment  and  training  weeks  five 
times  per  year  in  San  Diego,  California.  If 
you  are  interested  in  starting  a  new  church,  in 
becoming  a  church-planting  mentor,  or  in 
some  other  aspect  of  church  planting,  please 
contact  Rev.  Reilly  Smith  or  Rev.  David  West 
at  the  Missionary  Ministries  office. 


termine  if  they  are  good  candidates 
for  starting  a  new  church,  or  if  their 
gifts  and  abilities  would  be  better 
used  in  a  different  kind  of  ministry. 
The  training  provides  a  thorough 
introduction  to  the  methods,  tasks, 
planning,  and  timing  aspects  of  new 
church  development. 

To  date,  nine  couples  have  par- 
ticipated in  one  of  these  exciting 
weeks.  Seven  of  the  nine  couples 
were  approved  and  trained.  The 
other  two  couples  received  positive 
assessments  but  were  asked  to  ac- 
quire additional  experience  and 
education  before  being  approved  for 


reassessment  and  training.  They 
are  engaged  in  effective  ministry  in 
other  settings.  All  nine  couples  who 
have  gone  through  some  aspect  of 
the  assessment  and  training  proc- 
ess, including  those  who  were  not 
approved,  have  been  very  positive 
about  the  experience. 

Raising  personal 
and  program  support 

Once  a  church-planting  pastor  has 
been  approved  and  a  location  for 
planting  a  new  church  has  been  iden- 
tified, the  next  step  is  for  the  pastor 
to  begin  raising  personal  and  pro- 
gram support.  Brethren  Impact 
Churches  require  spending  more 
money  at  the  beginning  of  a  new 
church,  but  far  less  money  overall 
than  has  been  spent  in  the  past.  In 
order  to  accomplish  this,  church- 
planting  pastors  must  share  respon- 
sibility for  raising  funds.  Specifically, 


Churches  Under  Development 

By  Reilly  R.  Smith,  Director  of  Missionary  Ministries 


GOD  has  given  us  so  many  op- 
portunities to  reach  people  by 
starting  new  churches  that  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  keep  up  with  them  all. 
Currently,  we  have  four  church- 
planting  teams  working  at  raising 
funds  or  building  core  groups. 

Jim  and  Stephanie  Boyd  are 

working  with  New  Song  Community 
Church  in  Oceanside,  Calif.,  to 
plant  a  Brethren  church  in  nearby 
Vista.  Jim  and  Stephanie  came  to 
us  through  our  association  with 
Dynamic  Church  Planting  Interna- 
tional. They've  raised  nearly  all  of 
their  personal  support  and  are 
working  on  start-up  costs  while 
building  a  core  group. 

They  plan  a  late  February  1998 
launch  date,  but  need  to  raise  most 
of  their  start-up  costs  by  the  end  of 
this  year  so  that  they  can  conduct 
their  outreach  campaign.  Otherwise 
they  will  need  to  postpone  their 
launch  until  fall  1998.  The  Rock 
Springs  Community  Church  will  be 
a  fully-participating  Brethren 
church  reaching  a  largely  un- 
churched, non-Christian  community. 

Jim  and  Elaine  Thomas  are 
starting  a  new  church  on  the  former 
Grissom  Air  Force  Base  near  Peru, 


Ind.  The  base  is  being  converted 
into  a  planned  community  called 
Eagles'  Pointe.  Jim  and  Elaine  are 
currently  raising  personal  support 
and  have  raised  about  two-thirds  of 
what  they  need  to  move  to  the  next 
step,  core-group  building. 

The  Thomases  plan  a  fall  1998 
launch  date  with  an  interdenomina- 
tional core  group  comprised  of  peo- 
ple from  area  churches  dedicated  to 
a  kingdom  project.  The  Eagles'  Nest 
Christian  Fellowship  will  be  a 
Brethren  church  serving  a  broad- 
based  community  where  no  other 
churches  now  exist. 

Mike  and  Barbara  Woods  and 
Chris  and  Heather  Scott   are 

starting  a  new  Brethren  church  in 
Winchester,  Va.  These  two  couples 
are  currently  raising  personal  sup- 
port. The  new  church  will  focus  on 
reaching  unchurched  baby-boomers 
and  busters  who  commute  to  jobs  in 
Washington  D.C.  They  also  plan  a 
fall  1998  launch  date.  The  team 
planned  to  call  the  church  Cross- 
roads, but  found  another  church 
with  that  name  near  Winchester. 
They  are  working  on  a  new  name. 

Ron  and  Sandy  Miller  are  lead- 
ing a  team  of  four  couples,  all  origi- 
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they  must  raise  funds  to  cover  the 
start-up  costs  and  about  half  of 
their  personal  support. 

They  will  seek  to  raise  this  money 
from  Brethren  churches,  church 
groups,  and  individuals.  They  will 
also  reach  out  to  non-Brethren  fam- 
ily members  and  friends,  as  well  as 
to  individuals  and  institutions  in 
their  target  communities. 

The  purpose  for  having  church- 
planting  pastors  involved  in  this 
fund-raising  is  three-fold.  First,  it 
tests  the  commitment  of  the  church 
planter.  He  has  to  be  dedicated 
enough  to  planting  a  church  to  go 
out  and  raise  the  funds. 

Second,  people  get  involved  in 
what  they  support  financially.  Our 
Lord  Jesus  said,  "For  where  your 
treasure  is,  there  your  heart  will  be 
also"  (Matt.  6:21,  mV).  Church 
planters  need  co-workers:  people 
who  write  to  encourage  them,  pray 


nally  from  the  Lin  wood,  Md.,  Brethren 
Church,  in  starting  a  new  Brethren 
church  in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  at  the  site 
of  the  former  Walcrest  Brethren 
Church.  The  other  three  couples,  all 
students  at  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary, are  Jim  and  Karen  Frado,  Bruce 
and  Mary  Lou  Wilkinson,  and  Wes 
and  Gaylene  Glass.  The  team  is  re- 
pairing the  church  building  and  par- 
sonage, raising  personal  support  for 
Ron  and  Sandy,  and  preparing  to  start 
developing  a  core  group.  They  also 
plan  a  fall  1998  launch. 

Plans  for  other  churches 

Serious  preparations  are  also  being 
made  to  start  a  new  Brethren  church 
in  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  as  well  as 
in  one  of  the  Front  Range  communities 
(on  the  east  edge  of  the  Rockies)  in 
Colorado.  Candidates  are  being  sought 
and  interviewed.  The  Northern  Cali- 
fornia, Central,  Southwest,  and  Penn- 
sylvania Districts  also  desire  to  start 
new  churches,  but  plans  are  not  as  far 
along  in  these  districts. 

Our  goal  is  to  help  start  ten  new 
Brethren  churches  in  five  years,  with 
at  least  one  in  every  district.  Six  are 
already  on  the  drawing  board,  with 
four  more  in  the  initial  planning 
stages.  Since  these  churches  will  all  be 
started  pregnant  (that  is,  with  plans 
from  the  beginning  for  giving  birth  to  a 
daughter  church),  we  will  have  to 
raise  our  sights.  [ft] 


for  them,  even  volunteer  to  help 
with  little  tasks  that  make  a  big 
difference.  Raising  support  helps 
build  such  a  team  of  people. 

Third,  people  today  are  more  likely 
to  give  to  individuals  than  to  budg- 
ets. We  will  still  need  to  receive 
support  from  churches  for  our  Mis- 
sionary Ministries  budget,  so  that 
we  can  provide  our  share  of  support 
(about  half)  for  the  church  planters 
and  to  meet  other  needs  of  our  new 
churches.  But  we  need  to  generate 
more  resources  in  order  to  truly 
make  starting  new  Brethren 
churches  a  priority  for  the  nineties 
and  into  the  new  century. 

Building  a  core  group 

In  addition  to  raising  personal 
and  program  support,  building  a 
core  group  is  a  key  part  of  Brethren 
Impact  Church  Planting.  Again, 
the  church-planting  pastor  is  re- 
sponsible for  this  process. 

Core-group  building  consists  of 
recruiting  and  training  a  group 
of  forty  to  sixty  adults  who  will 
carry  out  the  needed  ministry 
functions  during  outreach, 
launch  Sunday,  follow-up  activi- 
ties, and  the  first  year  of  the  new 
church.  This  core  group  will  be 
involved  in  Bible  study,  worship 
(in  another  church),  and  in  plan- 
ning and  working  together.  They 
will  also  received  training  in  dis- 
cipleship,   specific  ministries, 


and  leadership  development.  Core- 
building  is  critical  to  successfully 
starting  a  new  church. 

Launching  the  new  church 

Once  the  above  work  has  been 
done,  which  usually  takes  from  9  to 
15  months,  it  is  time  to  launch  the 
new  church,  that  is,  to  hold  the  first 
public  service.  Brethren  Impact 
Church  Planting  recognizes  an 
ideal  window  of  opportunity  for 
launching  a  new  church.  Launches 
are  most  effective  during  the  period 
between  late  September  and  about 
four  weeks  before  Easter. 

This  period  affords  the  greatest 
opportunity  for  many  different  out- 
reach events  and  also  enables  the 
new  church  to  build  momentum  be- 
fore the  summer  slump  begins.  Fall 
starts  allow  for  an  initial  outreach, 
followed  closely  by  special  Christ- 
mas events  and  another  big  day  at 
Easter.  Late  winter  starts  allow  for 
the  initial  outreach  to  be  followed 
closely  by  an  Easter  emphasis  and 
some  momentum-building  before 
school  is  out.  It  is  important  to 
make  the  best  of  our  opportunities 
and  to  minimize  the  risks.  Good  use 
of  the  calendar  makes  good  sense. 

These  are  the  steps  that  are  be- 
ing followed  in  planting  Brethren 
Impact  Churches.  To  see  how  they 
are  being  implemented,  see  the  ar- 
ticle "Churches  Under  Develop- 
ment" on  these  two  pages.  [ft] 


Three  Brethren  couples  attended  a  church-planters  assessment  and  train- 
ing week  in  October,  and  all  three  received  hearty  recommendations.  The 
couples  are  (I.  to  r.)  Ron  and  Sandy  Miller,  Jim  and  Judy  Kirkendall,  and 
Jim  and  Ann  Miller.  The  Ron  Millers  will  serve  in  Mansfield,  Ohio  (see 
article  at  left).  The  Kirkendalls  have  accepted  a  call  to  pastor  an  existing 
church,  but  are  exploring  the  possibility  of  church  planting  in  the  future. 
The  Jim  Millers  are  seeking  God's  direction  about  deployment. 
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The  Four  Spiritual  Food  Groups 

By  G.  Emery  Hurd 


THE  HOLIDAYS!  Thanksgiving 
is  past,  and  Christmas  and  New 
Year's  Day  are  upon  us.  Then  conies 
that  unofficial  holiday  so  many  of  us 
celebrate — time-to-begin-dieting  day! 

It  is  amazing  how  obsessed  our 
society  is  with  what  we  eat,  especial- 
ly considering  how  much  junk  food 
we  consume.  What's  even  more  amaz- 
ing is  how  many  Christians  think 
they  can  maintain  spiritual  health 
while  eating  spiritual  junk  food. 

We  read  a  five-minute  devotional, 
watch  a  television  preacher  while 
folding  the  laundry,  listen  to  a 
Christian  radio  program  while 
driving  to  work,  complain  when  the 
pastor  runs  five  minutes  over  his 
allotted  time,  and  then  wonder  why 
our  spiritual  lives  are  so  ineffective 
or  why  sharing  our  faith  is  so  diffi- 
cult. Like  junk  food  addicts,  we  con- 
sume spiritual  fare  that  "tastes" 
good  but  does  not  give  us  the  nour- 
ishment we  need  in  order  to  have 
healthy  spiritual  lives. 

Just  as  health  experts  have  de- 
veloped a  food  pyramid  to  teach  us 
how  to  eat 
healthily 
and  avoid 
disease, 
we  need  a 
spiritual 
"diet"  to 
keep  our 
spiritual 
lives 
healthy 
and  avoid 
spiritual  diseases  that  rob  us  of  our 
inner  joy  and  fervor  and  make  us 
ineffective  witnesses.  I'd  like  to  sug- 
gest that  instead  of  a  pyramid,  we 
have  a  spiritual  cross,  four  spiri- 
tual food  groups  that  are  essential 
to  a  healthy  spiritual  life. 

Personal  devotions 

The  bottom  part  of  the  cross,  the 
foundation  of  spiritual  nutrition,  is 
personal  devotions.  Psalm  119:11 
(A7V)  says,  "I  have  hidden  your  word 
in  my  heart  that  I  might  not  sin 
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against  you."  Personal  devotions  in- 
clude reading  significant  portions 
of  God's  word,  reflecting  on  what 
these  passages  mean  to  our  lives, 


W 
o 
r 
s 
h 

Christian 
Education 

i 
P 

Relational 
Bible  Study 

P  D 

e  e 

r   v 

s  o 

The 

o   t 

Spiritual 
Food 

n    i 
a  o 
1    n 

Cross 

s 

seeking  God's  face  in  prayer, 
memorizing  God's  word,  and  keep- 
ing a  journal  of  the  results.  Going 
without  personal  devotions  is  like 
going  without  breakfast.  Many  peo- 
ple do  it,  but  their  daily  effectiveness 
is  greatly  hampered  as  a  result. 

Christian  education 

The  left  arm  of  the  spiritual  food 
cross  is  Christian  education.  Most 
of  us  still  call  this  Sunday  school. 
Some  people  think  it's  just  for  kids. 
But  are  vitamins  only  for  kids?  Just 
as  everyone  needs  regular  physical 
nourishment,  all  of  us  need  regular 
spiritual  nourishment.  In  His 
Great  Commission,  Jesus  said, 
"Therefore  go  and  make  disciples  of 
all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son 
and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  teach- 
ing them  to  obey  everything  I  have 
commanded  you"  (Matt.  28:19-20, 
Niv,  emphasis  added). 

Christian  education  needs  to  be  a 
priority  for  everyone  who  follows 
Christ.  We  are  all  called  to  be  regu- 
lar students  of  the  Bible.  When  it 
comes  to  Christian  education,  there 


are  no  crib  notes  and  no  shoulders 
to  look  over  for  the  answers.  We 
either  study  regularly  or  we  fail. 

Relational  Bible  study 

The  right  arm  of  the  cross  is  re- 
lational Bible  study.  Why  has 

there  been  an  explosion  of  interest 
in  small  groups?  Because  we  need 
them!  Not  in  place  of  Sunday 
school,  but  in  addition  to  it.  Becom- 
ing a  true  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ 
requires  more  than  head  knowl- 
edge. It  also  involves  being  part  of  a 
small  group  of  believers  who  know 
each  other  well  enough  to  hold  one 
another  accountable.  No  radio  pro- 
gram is  ever  going  to  hold  you  ac- 
countable for  your  life;  but  a  small 
group  of  Christian  friends  will.  In 
the  book  of  Acts  we  read  that  the 
believers  met  together  daily.  They 
really  knew  each  other.  And  in 
their  small-group  meeting  in  their 
homes,  they  held  one  another  ac- 
countable. 

Worship 

The  top  part  of  the  spiritual  food 
cross  is  worship  in  the  fellowship 
of  other  believers.  It's  great  watch- 
ing a  beautifully-performed  wor- 
ship service  with  a  stirring  mes- 
sage on  television.  But  watching  a 
service  on  television  isn't  worship. 
It's  a  lot  like  watching  someone  else 
eat  a  meal  in  a  fancy  restaurant. 

Real  worship  is  being  there,  shar- 
ing with  people  we  know,  singing 
together,  praying  together,  hearing 
the  word  proclaimed  by  someone 
whose  daily  life  we  can  see.  The 
book  of  Hebrews  says,  "Let  us  not 
give  up  meeting  together,  as  some 
are  in  the  habit  of  doing,  but  let  us 
encourage  one  another — and  all  the 
more  as  you  see  the  Day  approach- 
ing" (Heb.  10:25,  NIV). 

Every  aspect  of  our  personal 
spiritual  lives,  our  church's  future, 
and  our  denomination's  vision  de- 
pends upon  every  believer  being 
spiritually  healthy.  All  of  us  need  to 
commit  ourselves  to  partaking 
from  all  four  food  groups  on  the 
spiritual  food  cross  if  we  are  to  be 
the  effective  disciples  Christ  calls 
us  to  be.  [ft] 

Rev.  Hurd  is  pastor  of  the  Cheyenne, 
Wyo.,  Brethren  Church  and  serves  as 
the  Midwest  District  Representative  to 
the  Congregational  Ministries  Council. 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Promise  Keepers  from  a  Woman's 
Point  of  View 

(And  how  Promise  Keepers  has  affected 
the  Raystown  Brethren  Church) 

By  Bonita  Chamberlain 


IT  ALL  STARTED  in  February 
1996,  when  my  husband  at- 
tended the  Promise  Keepers 
Clergy  Conference  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  He  went  with  a  van  full  of 
pastors  from  the  Pennsylvania 
District  of  The  Brethren  Church. 

I  thank  God  for  those  pastors  who 
went  and  who  encouraged  my  hus- 
band to  go  with  them.  He  was  not 
convinced  that  he  wanted  to  travel 
that  far  to  attend  an  event  he  didn't 
know  much  about.  I'm  also  thank- 
ful that  I  encouraged  him  to  go.  I 
wanted  to  reap  the  benefits  as  well. 

A  touch  of  heaven 

My  husband  was  greatly  touched 
by  the  messages  of  the  dynamic 
speakers  at  this  conference.  He  was 
also  awed  to  see  so  many  men  in 
one  place  worshiping  and  praising 
God.  It  was  what  he  imagined 
heaven  to  be  like. 

The  impact  of  this  event  upon 
him  has  not  left  yet.  He  gets  a  spar- 
kle in  his  eyes  whenever  anyone 
mentions  the  words  Promise  Keep- 
ers. He  cannot  say  enough  about  it. 
He  feels  that  he  has  to  share  with 
everyone  what  God  is  doing  through 
this  movement. 

I  think  that  a  great  spirit  of  hu- 
mility and  repentance  rules  in 
these  conferences.  Think  about  it: 
men  speaking  to  other  men  about 
issues  men  have  refused  to  take  re- 
sponsibility for,  and  that  women 
have  been  telling  them  about  for 
years.  Men  telling  one  another  to 
love  their  wives  as  Christ  loves  the 
church.  Speaking  the  truth  in  love 
brings  results. 

My  husband  also  went  with  sev- 
eral men  from  our  church  to  a 
Promise  Keepers  rally  in  Pitts- 
burgh in  1996.  Something  special 
happened  in  our  church  family  that 
weekend.  My  brother  received 
Jesus  Christ  as  his  Lord  and  Sav- 
ior. He  has  not  been  the  same  since. 
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All  the  men  from  our  church 
came  back  and  gave  testimonies  of 
how  God  had  touched  their  hearts 
with  His  love.  These  men  spoke 
with  many  tears,  telling  how  they 
had  never  experienced  anything 
like  this  before.  These  same  men 
now  serve  the  Lord  in  our  church  in 
leadership  positions.  Prior  to  this, 
the  women  of  the  church  held  many 
of  these  positions  because  the  men 
would  not  take  them.  But  praise 
the  Lord,  God  answered  the 
women's  prayers  and  set  these  men 
on  fire  for  His  service!  Promise 
Keepers,  I  believe,  fueled  the  fire. 

Praise  the  Lord  for  answered 
prayer!  God  is  faithful  and  good. 
The  women  and  the  rest  of  the  con- 
gregation worked  together  to  raise 
funds  to  send  the  men  to  Promise 
Keepers.  We  truly  saw  some  of  the 
rewards  of  our  labor. 

The  1997  Promise  Keepers  rally 
in  Pittsburgh  is  very  special  to  me 
as  a  mother,  for  my  two  sons  went 
with  their  father  to  that  rally.  This 
was  their  first  experience  with 
Promise  Keepers.  They  also  enjoyed 
the  teachings  and  the  worship  and 
praise.  What  a  joy  for  mom  and  dad 
to  see  their  18-year-old  and  their 
21 -year-old  be  blessed  as  they  and 
other  men  prayed  for  one  another 
in  sincerity  and  love.  Our  oldest  son, 
Travis,  would  not  stop  talking  to  us 
about  sending  for  the  video  tapes  of 
those  meetings  until  we  finally  got 
them.  He  wants  everyone  to  watch 
them,  especially  his  girlfriend. 

Stand  in  the  Gap 

Six  men  from  our  church  at- 
tended the  recent  Stand  in  the  Gap 
Sacred  Assembly,*  held  October  4 

*Not  only  did  six  men  from  the  Raystown 
Brethren  Church  attend  the  Sacred  Assem- 
bly, but  Pastor  Chamberlain  made  arrange- 
ments for  a  bus  in  which  approximately  40 
other  men  from  the  community  also  traveled 
to  the  event. 


in  Washington,  D.C.  What  a  day  to 
remember!  Most  of  the  rest  of  the 
members  of  our  congregation  were 
glued  to  their  television  screens. 
They  witnessed  on  national  televi- 
sion as  the  power  of  God  fell  on 
these  men.  What  man,  women,  or 
child  could  deny  that  God  was  in 
the  midst  of  these  men,  as  they 
poured  out  their  hearts  to  God  for 
their  families,  their  churches,  and 
our  nation. 

The  power  of  prayer 

As  I  watched  the  men  face  down 
on  the  gravel  and  grass,  crying  out 
to  God,  I  began  to  weep  with  great 
compassion  for  all  the  lost  souls 
around  us.  The  Spirit  of  God  came 
upon  me  and  witnessed  with  my 
spirit  that  He  truly  was  uniting 
these  men  together  for  the  purpose 
of  winning  the  lost  into  His  king- 
dom. Oh,  the  power  of  prayer  when 
we  unite  our  hearts  together  to 
pray  for  one  another!  It's  the  power 
to  take  back  from  Satan  what  he 
has  stolen  from  us. 

With  my  very  own  eyes,  I  have 
seen  a  better  marriage  relationship 
with  my  husband;  I've  seen  my 
brother  saved;  I've  seen  our  church 
turned  around  and  our  men  set  on 
fire  for  God.  I've  seen  God  double 
our  church  attendance  since  1995. 
I've  seen  a  men's  prayer  group 
started  and  a  singles  group  started. 
I've  seen  new  families  come  into 
our  church  almost  monthly.  God 
keeps  doing  it  over  and  over  again. 

For  the  past  two  years  my  hus- 
band and  I  have  been  praying  regu- 
larly every  Sunday  morning  before 
services.  God  is  true  to  His  word 
when  we  pray  in  faith  believing. 
We  have  seen  many  of  those 
prayers  answered  even  before  we 
leave  those  services. 

We  are  also  seeing  fires  of  revival 
in  our  community.  The  pastors  of 
our  community  unite  for  prayer 
once  a  week,  open  to  all.  We  are 
seeing  souls  saved.  Praise  the  Lord 
for  His  faithfulness. 

Our  God  is  an  awesome  God  who 
has  used  Promise  Keepers  to  fur- 
ther His  kingdom.  And  I  am  one 
thankful  pastor's  wife.  [tf] 

Mrs.  Chamberlain  is  a  member  of  the 
Raystown  Brethren  Church  of  Saxton, 
Pa.,  where  her  husband,  Alfred,  is  the 
pastor. 
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In  Memory 

Rev.  John  L.  Long 

Brethren  elder  Rev.  John  L. 
Long,  71,  of  Howe,  Indiana,  died 
Saturday  October  18.  He  pastored 
the  Brighton 
Chapel  Breth- 
ren Church 
from  1967  until 
his  retirement 
in  1991. 

He  was  born 
April  26,  1926, 
in  Sturgis, 
Mich.,  to  My- 
ron and  Mabel 

(Horner)  Long. 
Rev.  John  L.  Long  He  Hved  his  en- 
tire life  in  the  Brighton  community. 
From  1957  to  1962  he  was  the 
owner,  following  his  father  and 
grandfather,  of  Long's  General 
Store.  He  was  a  retail  egg  salesman 
from  1963  to  1965,  a  car  salesman 
from  1966  to  1975,  and  a  real  estate 
officer  at  Farmers  State  Bank  of 
LaGrange  from  1975  to  1991,  while 
also  pastoring  the  church.  He  was  a 
U.S.  Army  veteran  of  World  War  II. 

He  married  Leona  M.  Larimer  on 
October  27,  1946.  She  survives. 
Other  survivors  include  one  daugh- 
ter, Barbara  Ann  Long  of  Fort 
Wayne;  one  son,  Bruce  A.  Long  of 
Riverview,  Fla.;  and  two  grandchil- 
dren. He  was  preceded  in  death  by . 
two  sons,  John  Douglas  in  1947  and 
Robert  Charles  in  1954. 

His  funeral  service  was  held  Oc- 
tober 22  at  Brighton  Chapel,  with 
Pastor  George  Yousta  and  Associ- 
ate Pastor  Dwight  Kauffman  offici- 
ating. Rev.  Ron  Burns  and  Dr.  Fred 
Burkey  also  took  part  in  the  serv- 
ice. Burial  was  in  Brighton  Ceme- 
tery. Memorials  may  be  made  to 
the  Brighton  Chapel  Church. 
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Falls  City  First  Brethren  Church 
celebrates  100  years  of  service 

Falls  City,  Nebr. 

—  Members,  for- 
mer members,  and 
friends  of  the  Falls 
City  First  Brethren 
Church  celebrated 
the  100th  anniver- 
sary of  the  congre- 
gation October  4 
and  5  with  a  vari- 
ety of  activities. 

A  noon  luncheon 
on  Saturday,  Octo- 
ber 4,   began  the 
centennial  celebra- 
tion. This  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  after- 
noon  program   of 
reminiscing.   Let- 
ters    of    greeting 
from  non-resident 
members   and  for- 
mer pastors   were 
read,     and    three 
former    pastors — 
Robert  Holsinger,       The  buildinS 
Dave  Manning,  and  Vern  Meyers — 
brought  their  greetings  in  person. 
Following  another  meal  at  5:30,  the 
Clefsmen,   a  local   singing  group, 
presented   a   program   of  music. 
Joining  the  group  for  some  of  its 
numbers  was  Falls  City  member 
Francis  Yoder,  a  former  (and  char- 
ter) member  of  the  Clefsmen,  who 
is  now  in  his  nineties. 

The  celebration  continued  on 
Sunday  with  morning  worship  at 
9:30  a.m.,  during  which  former  pas- 
tor Rev.  Jim  Thomas  gave  the  mes- 
sage. Attendance  was  135.  An  all- 
church  potluck  dinner  at  noon  fol- 
lowed by  a  concert  by  singer  Kenny 
McWain  at  2:00  rounded  out  the 
special  event. 

The  history  of  the  Falls  City  First 
Brethren  Church  goes  back  to 
1869,  when  the  Silver  Creek  Ger- 
man Baptist  Church  was  organized 
in  a  newly  constructed  barn  three 
miles  north  and  one-half  mile  east 
of  Falls  City.  In  time,  differences 
arose  within  this  church,  and  two 
branches  emerged,  the  Progressive 
branch  and  the  German  Baptist 
branch.  By  1897,  the  differences 
were  forgotten,  and  the  leaders  of 


of  the  Falls  City  First  Brethren  Church. 

the  Silver  Creek  Church  estab- 
lished the  First  Brethren  Church  at 
19th  and  Lane  Streets  in  Falls 
City,  where  it  continues  to  be  lo- 
cated today.  Meetings  at  that  time 
were  held  in  four  locations:  at  the 
Silver  Creek  Church,  at  the  "Peck" 
Church,  at  Preston,  and  at  Falls 
City.  In  1913  the  Preston  church 
was  closed  and  the  building  moved 
to  Falls  City,  where  it  was  added  to 
the  east  side  of  the  Falls  City 
church  building.  When  the  advent 
of  the  automobile  made  transporta- 
tion to  Falls  City  easier,  the  Silver 
Creek  and  "Peck"  churches  were  also 
discontinued,  and  most  of  the  mem- 
bers of  these  congregations  trans- 
ferred to  the  Falls  City  Church. 

Electric  lights  were  installed  in 
the  church  building  in  April  1902, 
and  a  three-story  parsonage  was 
constructed  at  23rd  and  Lane 
Streets  in  1904.  Rev.  William  G. 
Shipman  is  the  current  pastor  of 
the  church.  He  has  served  the  con- 
gregation since  1992.  Membership 
at  the  end  of  1996  was  58,  and  aver- 
age worship  attendance  last  year 
was  65. 

—  reported  by  Mrs.  James  Rieger 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 
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Mark  A.  Taylor  begins  serving 
Flora  First  Brethren  Church 


Rev.  Mark  A.  Taylor  and  family. 

Flora,  Ind.  —  Rev.  Mark  A.  Tay- 
lor began  his  ministry  at  the  Flora 
First  Brethren  Church  on  Sunday, 
October  19,  by  challenging  the  con- 
gregation to  step  out  of  its  comfort 
zone,  reach  beyond  religion,  and 
touch  the  community  with  the 
reality  of  the  love  of  Christ. 

Rev.  Taylor  is  not  only  new  to  the 
Flora  Church,  but  also  to  the  Breth- 
ren denomination.  A  pastor  for 
more  than  ten  years,  he  has  served 
several  churches,  most  recently  as 
interim  pastor  of  the  Pipe  Creek 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Peru,  Ind. 

A  native  of  Danville,  111.,  Rev.  Tay- 
lor earned  a  Bachelor's  degree  from 
Lael  (Hebrew  for  Belonging  to  God) 
Bible  College,  St.  Ann.,  Mo.;  and  a 
Master  of  Counseling  and  Psychol- 
ogy degree  from  Christian  Bible 
College,  Independence,  Mo.  He  is 
currently  completing  a  doctorate  in 
pastoral  ministry  and  counseling 
from  Southwestern  Bible  College 
and  Seminary,  Lake  Sulfur,  La.  He 
was  ordained  in  1993  in  the  Ameri- 
can Evangelical  Christian  Church. 

Rev.  Taylor  and  his  wife  Dianne 
have  three  children — Tony  (13), 
Andy  (10),  and  Melissa  (8). 

—  submitted  by  Pat  Calhoun. 
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Special  service  held  at  Muncie  Church 
to  affirm  prior  ordination  of  Eugene  Bell 

Muncie,  Ind.  —  Rev.  Eugene  G.       try  degree  from  Ashland  Semina 


Muncie,  Ind.  —  Rev.  Eugene  G 
Bell  was  recognized  as  an  ordained 
elder  in  The  Brethren  Church  dur- 
ing a  special  service  held  Sunday, 
October  12,  at  the  Muncie,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church.  Rev.  Bell 
was  ordained  in  1962  in  the  Afri- 
can Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
this  special  service  was  to  acknow- 
ledge that  he  had  met  the  require- 
ments to  have  that  ordination  rec- 
ognized in  The  Brethren  Church. 

Rev.  Bell  holds  a  Master  of  Social 
Work  degree  from  the  University  of 
Michigan  and  a  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary.  He  is  also  in  his  final 
year  of  work  on  a  Doctor  of  Minis- 


try degree  from  Ashland  Seminary. 
He  pastored  churches  in  Michigan 
and  Ohio  before  joining  The  Breth- 
ren Church.  He  now  directs  an  out- 
reach ministry  in  inner-city  Indian- 
apolis, assisted  by  his  wife,  Georgia. 

Rev.  Gene  Eckerley,  Indiana  Dis- 
trict Elder,  gave  the  message  dur- 
ing the  service.  Other  Brethren  eld- 
ers participating  were  Gene  Oburn, 
Ken  Hunn,  and  Tom  Smith  (pastor 
of  the  Muncie  Church).  Jennifer 
Baily  sang  the  prelude  for  the  serv- 
ice, and  pianist  Darlene  Moorehead 
provided  special  music. 

A  reception  in  honor  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Bell  was  held  in  the  fellowship 
hall  following  the  service.  [ft] 


Rev.  Eugene  and  Georgia  Bell  (2nd  &  3rd  from  r.),  with  Brethren  elders  (I.  to  r.) 
Eugene  Oburn,  Gene  Eckerley,  Ken  Hunn,  and  Tom  Smith. 


Women's  retreat  puts  focus  on 
making  Christ  the  heart's  desire 

Tucson,  Ariz.  —  "Heart's  Desire" 
was  the  theme  of  the  Southwest 
District  Women's  Retreat,  held 
October  17-19  at  the  Arizona 
Brethren  Camp. 

Thirty-three  women  attended  the 
retreat  and  gained  a  heightened 
awareness  of  how  God  guides  our 
lives.  His  hand  was  seen  in  every- 
thing that  took  place  during  the 
weekend. 

They  also  learned  that  Christ  is 
to  be  the  center  of  their  hearts 
and  that  Christians  need  to  fill 
their  hearts  constantly  with  Him. 


This  is  accomplished  through 
prayer,  worship,  and  the  study  of 
scripture. 

God  cares  intensely  about  our 
hearts.  This  is  evidenced  by  the 
hundreds  of  times  the  word  heart 
is  found  in  the  Bible  (791  times  in 
the  New  International  Version). 
Jesus  said,  "Do  not  let  your 
hearts  be  troubled.  Trust  in  God; 
trust  also  in  me"  (Jn.  14:1,  Niv). 

The  retreat  was  also  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  women  to  open  up 
their  hearts  and  release  burdens 
and  fears.  God,  in  turn,  gave 
them  renewed  strength  and  re- 
freshing worship. 

—  reported  by  Vickie  Taylor 
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Briefly 

Noted 

The  Gretna  Brethren  Church 

of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  is  praising 
the  Lord  for  the  12  people  who  were 
baptized  on  Sunday  morning,  Octo- 
ber 26.  This  is  a  record  number  of 
baptisms  at  one  time  for  the 
church,  as  far  as  can  be  deter- 
mined. Also,  17  people  were  taken 
into  church  membership  that  Sun- 
day, this  too  a  one-day  record.  This 
represents  approximately  a  13.5 
percent  increase  in  membership 
(based  on  the  December  31,  1996, 
membership  figure).  All  17  received 
into  membership  came  by  baptism 
(none  by  transfer). 

The  Bradenton,  Fla.,  Brethren 
Church  is  seeking  an  individual  or 
couple  for  a  tentmaking  ministry  in 
the  church  developing  a  youth  and 
young-adult  ministry.  Anyone  in- 
terested or  desiring  more  informa- 
tion should  contact  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Buck  Garrett,  by  calling  the  par- 
sonage at  941-722-3593  or  by  writ- 
ing him  at  3708-53rd  Ave.  East, 
Bradenton,  FL  34203. 


Pleasant  View  Church  says,  "Thank  you!" 
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Services  were  held  as  usual  at  Raystown 
Brethren  Church,  Saxton,  Pa.,  on  November  9,  despite 
flood  waters  that  surrounded  and  entered  the  building 
(basement)  the  day  before.  Damage  was  minimum, 
thanks  in  part  to  a  quick  response  by  church  members. 


Vandergrift,  Pa.  —  During  1996 
and  1997,  the  Pleasant  View  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Vandergrift  went  1 1 
months  without  a  pastor.  During 
that  time,  14  people  took  care  of 
the  pastoral  responsibilities. 

To  express  its  thanks  to  these  peo- 
ple, the  congregation  honored  them 
September  6  with  an  appreciation 
dinner.  Those  honored  were: 

Front  row  of  photo  (1.  to  r.) — David 
Heckman,  Methodist  pastor;  Dianna 
Park,  Pleasant  View  member;  Rev. 
Hosea  Nabors,  Baptist  pastor; 
Robert  French,  member  of  the 
Brush  Valley  Brethren  Church. 

Second  row  (1.  to  r.) — Rev.  T.  J. 
McLaughlin,  former  pastor  of  New 
Creation  Fellowship,  who  became 
pastor  at  Pleasant 
View  in  September; 
Mark  Musser  of  New 
Creation  Fellowship; 
Dennis  Mittica  of 
Sarver  Brethren 
Church;  Dr.  Stan 
Murrell,  Baptist  pas- 
tor; Tim  Lewis  of 
Brush  Valley;  Bill 
Crosby,  former 

Pleasant  View  mem- 
ber now  living  in 
Lancaster,  Pa. 

Not  pictured — Rev. 
Ray  Hesketh,  Jamie 
Kridler,  and  Clair 
Knappenberger,  for- 
mer Pleasant  View 
members  now  living 
and  serving  in  other 
locations;  Rev.   Carl 


Phillips,  retired  Brethren  pastor. 

The  Pleasant  View  congregation 
expresses  thanks  not  only  to  those 
who  served  the  church,  but  also  to 
the  many  who  prayed  for  and  en- 
couraged the  congregation  during 
its  months  without  a  pastor. 

—  submitted  by  Nancy  McGraw 
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